PUBLIC 


- 


«CHARACTERS 


OF 


| ' 

WM | 

: * — , 

— = Or _ > 

— — — — —_ ? 


— Tt 6d ba 
« No other ſpeaker of my living ations, - 
t To keep mine honour from corruption, 
Hut ſuch an honeſt chronicler——,” 
Hen. 8. Act 4. Sc. 2. 


4 Hic nigrz ſucus, loliginis, hec eſt 
Frugo mera: quod vitium procul affore chartis, 
— r 25 

Poſſum * were, promitto 4 
Honacz, gat. i. 4. 100, 


1 * . . 
. 
% 
»4 - : , 
wt . 3 
* 2 : : 
* N 
* 
* — —— — * 2 — - > 22 — — 
— _ -_ — —— : —xßꝛ —k— — —_ — —ũ6—ͤ—ẽ — — * 
— —— = - — 
3 - -4 


—— — 


— 8 


* 


DUBLIN: 


PRINTED FOR H. COLBERT, 
NO. 136, CAPEL-STREET, 


S ; N 
1799. \ 
— 
% 


; 
. 
* 
\ : ; 
9 
* 
» 
. 1 
i . 
. 
: 
2 . 
d : 
3 ;, 
. 
£ 
: 
«a : 
* ' 
1 
% . ' h 
1 
-t \ 
» 1 
1 
* [1 
: 
' ' 
: 
* * 
89 
- 
: k . 
130 
o 
ho 
* 1 
* 
of 
* 
0 = 4 
* 
. 


TO THE KING. 


SERE, 


AS the accuſtomed forms of ſociety do not 
permit Your MajesTY to mix with your ſub- 
jects at large, and to acquire, in perſon, 2 
diſtin& and particular knowledge of their re- 
ſpective merits, actions, and characters, theſe 
Biographical Sketches are ſubmitted and ad- 
dreſſed to vou, with peculiar propriety, and 
with profound reſpect. 


That Your MajesTY may thus, in ſome 
meaſure, be enabled to appreciate their diſtin- 
guiſhed talents, to reſpect their illuſtrious. 
virtues, and to reward their uſeful and meri- 
torious actions, during the continuance of a 
lengthened, happy, and proſperous reign, is 
the fervent wiſh, and devout prayer, of 

Your Majeſty's 
moſt humble and 
, moſt obedient 
Subjects and Servants, 


THE EDITORS: . 
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Tur object of the Work which is now ſubmit- 

ted to the Public, is to exhibit, in the memcirs of 

the illuſtrious actors, the public and fecret hiſtoty 
of the preſent. times. Reſpectable works, of a | 
; ſimilar deſcription, have been publiſhed in various 
countries on the continent; none, however, have 
hitherto been attempted; upon the fame plan, in 

this country. 8 h 
Biocrarmy, in all its forms, is allowed to be 
the moſt faſcinating and inſtructive ſpecies of lite- 
rary compoſition. It not only poſſeſſes all the ad- 
vantages of general hiſtory, the various excellen- 
cies of which may be judicioufly interwoven with 
the lives of eminent perſonages, but it frequently 
diſcovers the minute and latent ſprings of great 
events; which, in the comprehenſive range of hiſ- 

tory, would have eſcaped attention. 

Many of the attractions of Biography in general, 
and ſome additional advantages, are poſſeſſed by 
contemporary Biography. The memoirs of men, who 
are the preſent actors on the great theatre of life, 
who acquire and demand public confidence, and 
from whom further reſults of action or meditation 
are to be expected, neceffarily excite a higher de- 
gree of curioſity, than the lives of thoſe who have 
mage their exit from the ſtage, by whom no future 
good or evil can be performed: or penetrated, and 
who, “ dead, gone, and forgotten,“ are generally 
2 . carried 
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carried down the ſtream of oblivion, and ſwallowed. | 
wp in the gulph of unregiſtered mortality. — 


It muſt be admitted, that the biographer of de- 
ceaſed perſons is better enabled, by the indepen- 
dence of his ſituation, and a more extenſive retro- 
ſpect, to eſtimate the degree of virtue and vice, and 
to appreciate the ſum total of merit and demerit 
with greater preciſion, than the contemporary bio- 
grapher, who is reſtrained, by the extreme delicacy 
of his undertaking, from giying the finiſhing ſtroke 
to his delineations of character, whoſe incomplete 
materials prevent him from deducing general and 
important concluſions in their proper latitude, and, 
in many caſes, from diſcriminating between hypo- 
criſy and ſincerity. .. Still, however, a writer, of this 
deſcription is better able to collect facts, and may, 
in general, be more depended upon, as to the au- 
thenticity of his teſtimony, than he who writes the 
lives of deceaſed perſons. Many eminent men, 
reſpecting whom poſterity have cauſe to lament the 
deficiency. of biographical information, have paſſed 
their early days in obſcurity, and thoſe who then 
knew them, were either too 1gnorant, or too unob- 
ſervant, to be able ta make any communications 
reſpecting them, When death has once ſet his ſeal 
upon their labours, few or no opportunities offer of 
obtaining ſatisfactory and circumſtantial informa- 
tion; their eafly contemporaries are, probably, 
alfo, gone off the ſtage. From cauſes like theſe, 
how little is known of ſome of the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed luminaries that have irradiated the political 
and literary hemiſpheres! Of many we know only, 
that they filled elevated ſituations, that they com- 
poſed ſplendid works, made important diſcoveries, 
died in a particular year, and were at length in- 
terred in ſome venerable repoſitory of the dead. 

An annual publication like the preſent. will beſt. 
provide againſt a future deficiency of this kind, 
with regard to the diſtinguiſhed perſonages who 
now fill up the drama of public life in the Britiſh 
empire. The Editors are not likely to commit 

theruſelves,. 


* 


chemſelves, and the reputation of their work, by 
inſerting direct falſchoods, or partial miſrepreſenta- 
tions: no character, of whom they now of may 
hereafter treat, can be thought inſenſible to the 
love of contemporary or poſthumous fame; hence, 


ſhould any undeſigned error, or any inaccurate 


ſtatement, inadvertently eſcape them, it may be ra- 
tionally preſumed, that the party affected, from a 
regard to his own-reputation,, will take the earlieſt 
opportunity to correct ſuch miſtatements ; or that 
ſome friend, intimately acquainted with the ſubject, 
in the candour and warmth of eſteem, may be ſti- 
mulated to write a more particular and accurate 
account, for a ſubſequent edition. 

From theſe premiſes * may it not be reaſonably 
concluded, that this Work poſſeſſes a legitimate 
claim to public patronage, as well from its pro- 
miſed utility to future biographers and hiſtorians, 
as from its being an highly entertaining and uſeful 
aſſemblage of intereſting and important facts and 
anecdotes ?- | 

In reſpe& to the preſent volume, it is neceſſary 
to remark, that the articles are-written by a num- 
ber of gentlemen, whoſe adopted ſignatures are 
aftxed to their reſpective communications. Such 
a multiplicity of facts, in ſo extenſive and various 
a group of characters, could not have been ſup- 
plied by any one or two individuals. Although a 
delicate taſk, the mode generally adopted in the 
compoſition of this Work, has been to apply to 
ſome friend of the party, whoſe intimate knowlege 
of the relative facts and circumſtances qualified. 
him to do ample juſtice to the character. This in- 
diſpenſable arrangement, requiſite to produce the 
faithful execution of the volume, has, however, oc- 
caſioned a variety in the ſtyle and manner of the 


* Beſide other arguments which may be urged in recom- 
mendation of this novel undertaking, the Editor might quote 
the example of ſome of the moſt illuſtrious men in all ages 
and nations, who have judged it proper to write their own 
memoirs, and to fubliſh them during their lifetime. 
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ſeveral articles, which, at firſt ſight, may give it a 
fort of heterogeneous appearance, but will not de- 


tract from its real merit in the eſtimation of the 


judicious reader, | 

It is poſſible that a faſtidious obſerver, or other 
perſon more intimately connected with the ſub- 
jet of the ſeveral memoirs, may here and there 
detect ſome venial error, ſome trifling anachroniſm, 
or apparent miſconſtruction; for theſe the Editors: 
can only atone, by exprefling their earneſt with for 
more correct information, which will be thankfully 
received, and punctually attended tc in a future 


edition. 'Fhat ſome inaccuracies are unavoidable / 


in a work of this nature, muſt naturally be ex- 
pected by every perſon accuſtomed to habits of lite- 
rary compoſition, or who poſſeſſes ſufficient know- 
lege of the complicated occurrences which mark 
the career of public and private life. 

The Editors are more ſeriouſly apprehenſive leſt, 
in any inſtance whatever, they thould unfortunately 
and unintentionally .be a means of wounding the 
acute ſenſibility, the laudable ambition, or the ge- 
neroas pride of any individual ;—no procedure 
could be more alien to their wiſhes and intentions. 
Any repreſentation onthe part of thoſe who may 
think themſelves aggrieved, which may be tran\- 
. mitted to the Editors, ſhall be treated with marked 
d:ference and attention... The moſt ſcrupulous 
caution has been exerciſed, to diveſt the tout enſemble 
of every appearance of nationa} and political par- 
tialities. No attachment to any particular jet of men or 
ebinions, no prejudices againſt men in place, no prepoſſeſ- 
 fions in favour of men out of place, no bias towards any 
controveried paints of theology, no perſonal an!tpathies, no 
malevolent exaggerations, no invidivus diſpaſition to detract 
from achnowleged virtue or merit, have influenced, in 
whole or in part, the condut of the Projeor and Con- 
dufors of the Work. | | 

If the preſent volume ſhould be honoured by a 
degree of approbation and patronage correſpondent 
to the anxious wiſhes and expectations of the Edi- 


tors, 
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tors, it is their deſign to preſent the Public with a 
ſimilar volume in the courſe of the year 1799, and 
to continue the work in each ſucceeding” year. 
That there will be abundant materials for ſuch a- 
continuation muſt be obvious, when it is conſider- 
ed, that the following illuſtrious and prominent 
characters are omitted in the preſent volume, only 
for want of room or competent materials: the 
Lord Chancellor, the Marquis of Lanſdowne, the 
Duke of Grafton, the Duke of Bedſord, Lord 
Kenyon, Mr. Erſkine, Mr. Sheridan, Lord Gren- 
ville, the Duke of Portland, Earl Howe, Earl St. 
Vincent, Lord Bridport, Lord Auckland, Mr. 
Tierney, Mr. Wilberforce, Sir Joicph Banks, Mr. 
Weſt, Eart Spencer, Earl Fitzwilliam, Mr. Hait- 
mgs, Mr. Wyndham, the Earl of Lauderdale, the 
Duke of Leeds, Lord Somerville, and nearly three 
hundred other eminent and remarkable perſons, 
connected with the political and literary world. 

For the ſake of variety, no particular arrange- 
ment oi the articles has been adopted; an atten- 
tion to the ſame object has alſo dictated the multi- 
farious choice of characters. Each reader will 
probably judge of the requiſite degree of publicity 
annexed to a perſonage, according to his own pe- 
culiar connexions and caſt of thinking : it is believ- 
ed, however, that no character is inferted, which 
is not juſtly confidered as conſpicuous in a very 
extended circle, and which does | 00g a ſuffi- 
cient degree of merit, or origin — to be 
properly entitled to publie notice. 

Communications for the ſecond volume, or cor- 
rections of the preſent, are requeſted to be addreſ- 
ſed to R. Puillirs, Na. 71, St. Paul's Church- 
yard, London; or H. Cor kEAT, No. 136, Capel- 
ireet, Dublin. 
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| Partraits given in the Frontiſpiece, .mofl of which will 

l be found to be as flriking Likeneſſes as any that have 
appeared, and all of them ſtrongly characteriſtic. 


8: | 1: Lord Nelſon... 
| is Earl Moira. | 
« Archbiſhop of C anterbury... 
Lord Hood. 
Chancellor of Ireland. 
Mr. Kemble. 
Mr. Thomas Taylor. 
Dr. Toners. 
Mr. Fox. 
10. Mr. David Williams. 
11. Mr. D'Iſraeli. 
12. Mr. George Dyer. 
| 13. Dr. Prieſtley. 
* 14. Mr. G. Wakefield. 
3 15. Alderman Boydell. 
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| . Herſchel. 
Ws 17. Fudge Buller. 
| 68 ( 18. Sir John Sinclair. 
1 xt 19. Dr. Hawets. 
l Go 20. Biſhop of Rocheſter. 
| | 21. Mr. Pitt. 
| . 22. Mr. Dundas, 
E 23. Lord Duncan. 
= . 24. Mr. 4. Newland. 
| : 2 2 5. Marquis Cornwall: 14. 
14 2 26. Mr. Murphy. 
: x 27. Biſhop of London. 
28. Dr. Darwin. 
29. Dr. Burney. 
; 30. Mr. Grattan. 
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F EW noblemen have made à more early; er u 
more meritorious figure in military and civil liſe, 
than the illuſttious ſubject of this ſketch.” Francis,” 
Lord Rawdon, Earl of Moira; was born December” 
the 7th, 1754, and was created a baron | Great | 
Britain in 1783. 1 

Having completed his education about the der. 
mencement of the American war, his lordſhip ' en- 5 
tered into the army, and embarked with his regi 
ment for that continent, where he took a very ae” 
part througheut the whole of the unfortunate conteſt 
with the e ranged and alienated colonies. 

Lord Rawdon's character, from the earlieſt 2 | 
has been uniformly. marked for a cool and intrepid 
courage, 8 by that calm ſerenity of . 
which is the refult of the moſt unblemiſhed honor. 
He 4 early proofs of the poſſeſſion of this envi- 
able qualification, when he was lieutenant of gren- 
- nadiers at the memorable battle of Bunker's Hill. 
The late General Burgoyne, who, though not in the 
action, was familiarly acquainted with its detail, and 
indeed a ſpectator of the conteſt, in a letter writ- 
ten to England makes uſe of this remarkable ex- 
preſſion — Lord Rawdon has this day flamped his 

B fame 


tht 


Clinton, with the rank of lieutenant colonel in the 
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fun for life.” His lordſhip was afterwards at che 


of Fort -Clinton, a * 
It 1778, he was appointed adjutant- general to 
tiſh forces, under the command of Sir Henry 


army. In this capacity he ſhewed himſelf not "wy 


brave, but active and judicious ;. and rendered ef- 


ſential ſervice in the hazardous retreat of the Bri- 
tiſh army through the Jerſeys, from Philadelphia to 


New York, and alſo in the action at Monmouth. 
He aſterwards embarked with the troops for Charleſ- 
town, and ſerved at the ſiege of that place, where 


he acquitted himſelf with fuch ſingular judgment 


and diſtinguiſhed valour, that, notwithſtanding his 
want of years, and conſequently preſumed in expe- 


rience, he was appointed to the command of a ſepa- 
rate. corps in the province of South Carolina, In 


2 ſhort time after, he. joined the army under Lord 
- Cornwallis, and at. the battle of Camden had the 


command of one of the diviſions, with which he 


commenced the action, and which proved onè of the 


moſt brilliant and decifive In favour of the Britiſh 


During Lord *Rawdon's ſubſequent command in 
Charleſtown, an affair happened in which (through 


a warm zeal for the ſervice) he appeared to be much 
implicated ; and which, although it has been, and 
ſtill is,” juſtified. by his-friends, was ſeverely cenſur- 


ed by the Americans, and-afterwards condemned by 
many of the oppoſition here. It became alſo an ob- 


ject of enquiry in the Houſe of Lords, He ſtood, 
however, perfectly clear on the ground of honor 
and principle; and the worſt inſinuation never more 
than blamed a ſevere and warm diſpoſition to enforce 
a rigorous military regulation. With regard to any 
poſſible imputation of inhumanity, his lordſhip's 
whole life has been of ſo oppoſite a complexion, and 
has been ſo uniformly marked by traits of the moſt 


refined philanthropy, that it never was in the power 
even of party-obloquy to arraign him in that reſpect. 
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Lord Rawdon on his return to England was crea- 
ted a peer of Great Britain, and nominated one of 
his- Majeſty's aids-de-camp. ts kg — * 
About this time his lordſhips conduct in the affair 
already alluded to (the execntion of Colonel Havnes,) 
was mentioned by the Dake of Richmond in ſuch a 
manner as te give great umbrage; ſufficient, indeed, 
to induce Lord Rawdon to call upon his grace for 
an explanation. After ſeveral meſſages; through 
the interference of friends, the Duke of Richmond 
agreed to read ſuch a recantation in the Houſe of 
Lords, as Lord Rawdon ſhould think proper to 
. Fre 6-1-4 T 
- About the- latter end of 1793, he was nominated 
to the command of a body of troops. which was en- 
camped in the neighbourhood © of Southampton, 
and in conjunction with the emigrant corps, was to 
act offenſively againſt France. The original object 
of their aſſembling being ſhortly after altered for the . 
purpoſe of ſtrengthening our little army upon the 
continent, the Earl of Moira embarked with them, 
and landed at Qftend, In his conduct on this occaſi- 
on he diſplayed much military knowledge, ſharing 
every fatigue with the common ſoldier, and evincing 
an activit of mind which produced the moſt bene- 
fictal eflects. He ma the debarkation in ſo ſu- 
perior a ſtyle of military mancuvre, and continud 
his march up the country with ſo much generalſhip, 
that the enemy, who lay in the neighbourhood, and 
were in conſiderable force, ſuſpended a premeditated 
attack againſt our line of poſts in Flanders, from a 
ſuppoſition, that Earl Moira's army was four times 
as numerous as it really was. Under the influence. of 
this firſt impreſſion, his lordſhip proceeded on his 
march, without cannon, and with very little. bag- 
abe; through an incloſed country, and with a moſt 
rmidable foe, commanded by one of the firſt ge- 
nerals in the republican ſervice, conſtantly hanging 
upon his flanks. By the. rapidity of bis motions, - 
which were ſo well aided by the ſagacity of kis ori- 
ginal manceuvre at the debarkatien, he ſucceeded +» 
in joining the Duke of qa, whole advanced ſitua- 
| 2 > tion 
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tion had become precarious in a high deg fed. On 
this occaſion his lordſhip had a moſt — eſcape: 
the vanguard of the French army, which by this 
had been undeceived with regard to the real trength 
of the expedition, entering a town at the ſame In- 
fant in which the Britiſh rear quitted it. Some par- 
ial ſkirmiſhes took“ place at Aloſt, halfway between 
Ghent and Bruſſels; which, although trifling, con- 
tinued to add to his lordſhip's military character. 
Having thus accompliſhed the object of the expedi- 
tion, he ſoon after returned to England, where he 
remained inactive, although ſtill inveſted with a ſort a 
of command at Southampton. n ä a 
Lord Rawdon in the Houſe of Peers has proved 
himſelf a clear, judieious, and able orator. © His 
ertions to relieve the diſtreſſes of perſons impri- 
ned for ſmall debts, will remain a monument of 
philanthropy upon our parliamentary records; 
while his manly deportment throughout every de- 
bate in chis and the ſiſter kingdom ſerves to prove, 
that his ſteadineſs as a ſtateſman is not inferior to his 
intrepidity as a ſoldier. We will venture to predict, 
in the face of much prejudice, that whenever the 
troubles of Ireland ſhall have ſabſideq, Earl Moi- 
ra's anticipation of them, and conſequent ſtruggles 
to prevent their exploſion, will more than counter- 
halance any poſſible miſapprehenſion of the real mo- 
tives by which the leaders of that rebellion have 
been actuated. Hisunequivocal conduct at the late 
ſtate trials in Maidftone, ſufficiently evinces, that 
the moſt inveterate foe cannot even inſinuate the 
fainteſt compromiſe with their inſidious views; bo 
whilſt the caution and judgment with which he has 4 
uniformly conducted himſelf, when ever the celebri- tie, 
ty of his name has drawn him into any ſpecies of of 
litical intercourſe, will mark his character with no 
- ſmall degree of ſagacity and penetration. yy 
With regard to Earl Moira's private — we plet 
mall not run the hazard of imputed adulation, I Abb 
when we ſay, that large as are his means, his 


acaually extenſive b-nevolence has made deeper in- 
| $ 


. 


Saenger cer 


Pd 


| whenever individual merit has been brought. within 


_ addreſs to his. — 29 was preſented by the grand lodge 
of England, in 1793 ; and which may be confidered as a com- 
plete refutation of the charges brought againſt the brotherhood by 
Abbe Barruel, and Profelfor Robiſon, © 


BARL * .. * 


inte his fortuges perhape.that of any other 
9 — ofthe age. Uninfluenced by party - ſpirit, 


e circle of his obſervation, and viewing that merit 
ugh the impartial optics of general philanthro-—- 
py without ſuffering a prejudice to intervenę from 
the want of high birth or family connexion, he has 
on more occaſions. than one, forerun. the moſt ſan · 
guine expectations; and when it has no langer been 
in his power to aſſiſt the different objects of his pa- 
— * » he has ſoftened the hardſhip af diſappoint- 
ment by the moſt friendly marks of ſincerity and at- 
tentlon. It is, therefore, the leſs ſurpriſing, that 
in his retirement he ſhould uniformly have eſcaped 
—what few. good men do eſcape the ingratitude 
of any one perſon, who has ever been employed. 
under, or. been countenanced by his lordſhip, 

With an acknowleged character of his high and 
honorable ſpecies, it 15 natural, that his acces to the 
firſt branches of the royal family, ſhould be eaſy, and. 
that he ſhould be always diting wiſhed. b 77 the Kongeſt 
marks of. confidence and; ity... The latter epr̃- 
thet is the more appropriate, | cauſe | bis 8 ac 
Carlton and York Houſes is ever marked . 1 Royal na 


unequivgcal 2 of friendſhi 

Highnels. the Prince of Wales, whole cauſe he 
warmly eſpouſed in the memorable; diſcuſſion on the 

regencyrbill, has on many, occaſions teſtified the 
ſr attatchment to his lordſhip; *. and it is 

well known, that the Duke of Vork [made choice 

of Lord Rawdon to be his. ſecond in the affair of 
hones, with Colonel, now Major-general, Lenox. | 


8 3.3 By 


* „I ordthip. is a very acti ve, we has mol ſaid enthuſiaſ- 5 
tie, ſtee- maſon, and his always been the acting grand- maſter 
of that ſaciety, ever ſince the Prince of Wales was elected to 
the office 0 d- maſter. His lordſhip drew up the elegant 


to the Earls of Huntingdon; which at her death 


355 #13" you SINCLAIR. 


By the death of his uncle, the -Earl of Hunting- 
don, Lord Rawdon * an ample fortune, and 


was permitted by the hing to aſſume the arms ard 


name of Haſtings ; and on his father'n death he 
ſucceeded to the lriſh title and patrimeny of Earl of 


Moira. His mother poſſeſſes the ancient Barony of 
Haſtings, and the other haronies in fee, belonging 


% 
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SIR JOHN SINCLAIR, BART. L:L.D. 


_ THE Sinclair of Ulbfter in Caithneſs are an 
alent branch of the family of the earls, who de- 
rive their titles from the name of the coanty. The 


late Mr, Sinclair enjeyed an extenſive eftate iv that 


northern ſhire; and has anceſtors, in a former pe- 
ny muſt 8 . ſomewhat 
a petty ſov ty, claiming at Teaft the right 
of pot 1 3 in ere 2 
ther of drowning or hanging their enemies. His 
rental is ſaid to have amounted to nearly fiſteen hun- 
dred a- year; and when it is confideres, that ſome of 
the lands are not at this day worth three ence 
an àacre, and that it is avery favourable year indeed 
when the walnut will kernel, or the apricot reach 
maturity, it may be eaſily ſappoſed, a ſmall 
tract of territory will not produce that income. 
John born in 4754, 4s the ſon of the /aird'gf Ulb- 
ner, by Lady Jane Sutherland; being an only child, 
he received the firſt rudiments of his edueation under 
the paternal roof, from a private preceptor, While 
yet a boy, he gave frequent inſtances of his indui- 


try and application, and exhibited a taſte for books, 


and a turn for reſearch, which has invariably marked 
is character through life, 1 


„„ 


- of the high-ſchool at Edinburgk carried the 90 
Laird thither ; 2 the Airs se N 


* 


enn JOHN sick. 0 7 
- | -Akerthe uſual preliminary ftudies, the attractions 


of Glaſgow and Oxford; and paſſing through the 
various claſſes, with the approbation of all the pro- 
ſeſſors, who were loud in praiſe of his induſtry, he 
returned home. | 7 . 
Both in Scotland and Ireland there is but one pro- 
feſſion, exeluſſve of the military, to which the ſon 
of a man of fortune will ſtoop; this is the law. 
That which, in the opinion of ſome, ſavours of the 
guiddam mercenarium, as much as any other employ- 
ment, is the only one to which they will bend: 
every thing elſe, according to them, ſavours of 
trade-; and its to be feared, that agriculture, not- 
withſtanding many illuſtrious ex 5 to the con- 
. trary, is ſtill conſidered ſomewhat in the ſame light 
a it was once by a Roman of equeſtrian rank. 
It was ts the ſtudy of the law, then, that Sir John 
Sinclair firſt ant his mind. He accordingly repair- 
ed once more to- the capital of Scotland, and be- 
-came a member of the- ſoeiety of advecates. Here 
again - his induſtry diſplayed -itſelf,” but took a new 
direction; for he was now conſtantly ſeen in their 


noble library, rummaging ancient titles, poring 


over moth- eaten records, and inveſtigating the con- 
tents of muſty parchments. In- ſhort, he then laid 
the foundatzon of a certain -ſpecies of knowledge, 
which entitled him at one time to the praiſe of be- 
ing more minutely acquainted with the chartularies 
of Scotland, chan any of his contemporaries of the 
{ame ftanding- But it was not as an antiquary on- 
ly that he acquired reputation, for he conſtantly fre- 
quented the 32 ſociety, and firſt diſtinguiſhed 
Himſelf by his ſpeeches there. 

By Aſter 


% Non fuit confilium ſocordia atque defidia bonum otiuna | 
conterere i neque vero, agrum colendo, aut venando, ſervilibus 
a#fficiis intentum, ætatem agere, &c, 6 | 
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$1R JOHN SINCLAIR. 
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of” Aſter reviſiting England, where he.. muſt un- 
doubtedly have acquired ataſte for agriculture, he 
Was returned member for his native country; and 


' he ſoon diſtinguiſhed himſelf from the reſt of his 
_ countrymen, who, unleſs called upon officially, 


are generally very abſtemious in the article of .. or- 
atory.; and now that honeſt George Dempſter has re- 
tired, this circumſtance alone would attract notice 
in the preſent age. 

Sir John Sinclair firſt appeared in the character 
of an author in 1782, at which time he publiſhed 
% Obſervations on the Scottiſh Dialect:“ on this 


occaſion he candidly acknowledged, that he had 


been aſſiſted by the late Sir John Henderſon's 


pers. : 4 


þ Þa F * 
- But his principal work, and one indeed for which 


he was admirably fitted, both by nature and habit, 
was his “ Hiſtory of the Public Revenue of the 
Britiſh Empire ;*? of which, Parts I. and II. were 


- Publiſhed in 1789, and Part III. in 1790: The 


period was peculiarly appropriate for a diſcuſſion of 
this nature, as Neckar had arouſed the attention of 
all Europe, by his work on the finances of France, 
while the diſpute between him and Calonne tended 


nat a little to develope the modern myſteries of fi- 


nance; myſteries, which, like thoſe of the Bona 
* in ancient times, were until then doomed to be 
pt ſecret from all but the immediate votaries. 


7 In every point of view, this maſt be allowed to 


be à moſt important work; and had the proper 
inductions been made, it would have ſaved us from 
many ſubſequent calamities. The progreſſive in- 
rome of the public revenue, from 400, ooo. in the 
time of William the Conqueror (10%, ) until 1788 
in the reign of George III. when it amounted to 
18,572,97.1/.*, affords a very flattering proof of the 
revenues of the nation; yet when it is conſidered, 


lt js now. eſtimated at about 27,000;000). having experi - 

enced ariſe of more than eleven millions and a half per annum, 
in the ſpace of cen years, | 

a we On 
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on the other hang, that the war expenees during 
the Whole -reign of William III. amounted to ol 
30047, 3821. and that the ſum ' ſquandered in the 
project of ſubjugating Ameriea' formed a total of 
1397177, 8761. it was eaſy to foreſee” the dangers 
inſeparahle from any other chan @ pacific ſyſtem. 
But Sir John does not content Hine wick dry 
details, ſor he enters into the ocean of financipt 
ſpeculation. and propoſes, by economical arrange- 
ments, improvements in the exiſting revenues, new 
and additional taxes, and luerative projects, to 
meliorate the national income, by the amazing ſum 
of: 13790, 074 It muſt however,” be allowed, 
that {ome- of his ſaggeſtions, if neceflary, are at 
the ſame time humiliating + for he + propoſes, 
amongſt other things, to ſell Gibralter. One of 
his projects is perhaps immortal, as he recommends 
_ lotteries; another: (a poll-tax) odious and inſuffer- 
ables and a third, the reduction ef the coinage, 
pregnant with miſchief. An exciſe on dreſs to the 
amount of 106, 00. per cent. appears whimſical; 
| bit a tak on dogs, here firſt hinted, and computed 
at 6250. has been carried into execution, do 
the great diminution of the pleaſures of men of ſmall 
fortunes, attached to country ſports, and the decima- 
tron at leaſt of the whole canine race in Great 
ai eee eee nn wa 
The following Entiments' are worthy of atten- 
tion; would to heaven they had: been followed up 
before it was perhaps too late! would to heaven 
that they were ſtill liftened- to by the governments 
of the nations to which they were then addreſſed! 
The more the people are loaded, the leſs they 
% can bear in addition; the ſtruggle, therefore, 
* between the rival nations, and the boaſt and glo- 
r of their ſtateſmen, ought to be, not who 
te the moſt, but from whom the leaſt is exacted. 
*©-May'fuch be the great ſource of competition 
% between France and England: may the rulers of 
«both kingdoms contend, for the future, whoſe 
« adminiſtration ſhall prove the lighteſt, and leaſt 
= ** burdenſome ; 


* n 


„ until both countries attain 2 and abun- 


Aebrated ſtateſman, nan. 


8 


dance, that, in the memorable words of Henry 
we 22 of France, : le plus pauure pùt tous les Di- 
manches mettre une pouleau pot: or in the plain 
2 language of this, country, until the pooreſt la- 
ee *bourer can enjoy a comfortable dinner wich his 
* family on Sunday! ? 
Sir John ſoon appeared before the public in the 
Character of an author, or rather editor, of a work 
entitled . The * account of Scotland.“ 
In the year 1789-90, he cirealazed among the 


Clergy of that country a variety of queries for 


the purpoſe of #lucidaung the national hiſtory, and 
the moral, agricultural and political tate of "North 


Britain. This admirable undertaking reflects great 
obtained 


honour. gn the Caledonian prieſthood, and 
for the projector the appellation of -the ** patriotic 
ſenator.” be work in queſtion has extended to 
thirteen volumes, of which the two firk were pub- 
8 in 1791-2, and. the others in 4793-4. 
We bad not been long engaged in che preſent 

„ to Which however, we believe, he had at 

AKrit aſſented by his vote, before Sir John perceived 
the dreadfal conſequences likely to accrue to our fi- 
nauces from its. progreſs, and even anticipated that 
Noppige of money payments at the bank, which at 
ne · period was. conſidered as likely to give a death- 
low to our credit. He accordingly addreſſed a ſe- 
ies of letters to the governor and directors, as ear- 
Jy as September, 1796, on the pecuniary diſtreſl- 


es, and the means of preventing them,“ which do 


Honor to his foreſight, Theſe were publiſhed in 
797 
8 Let us no.] eonfider Sir John Sioclair; as en 
We believe, - in the firſt part of his political career, 
Ke was attatched to- Mr. Pitt; and it is but fair here 
40 obſerve, that the. greater part of the nation were 
at one time, and, perhaps ſtill are, dragged by the 
chain of opinion aſter the triumphal car of that ce- 


portant period of the re- 
gency, when it was generally believed that new men 
and a' new ſyſtem would prevail,* Sir John 


During the critical and im 


Lord North; and, if not a-rancoraus; to have diſ- 
layed an uniform hoſtility to the meaſures of Mr. 
2 — 4 gly 8nd him as 1 _ 
withiel, # ſapporting the previous queſtion, mov 
by Lord North, -on Tueſday, December 16th, 1788, 
which had it been carried would have obliged Mr. 
Pitt to retare from the treaſury bench. - 


Three days after this (Friday, December 19th) he 


expreſſed his aſtoniſiment, that the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer << ſhould-call the fyſtem of meaſures that 
© he had explained to the Houſe, a ſyſtem conſiſtent 
-<« with the principles of the conſtitution, when it was 
„ in dire oppofition to law.” He aſſerted, on the 
contrary, that his project. was equally. hoſtile to the 
conſtitution and the-daws, and forcibly deprecated 


the aſſumption of che power intended to be called 


Forth during the ſuſpended exerciſe of royal autho- 


rity. The proper and ſimple mode of procedure 


for the two Houſes- to adopt, in his opinion, was 
for them ta addreſs. the only . 


printed in 1789, after mentioning his diſappointment at not re- 
ceiving aſſiſtance from the records of the different offices, the 
author proceeds thus: 4 In the mean while an event of a nature 


«© the moſt unforeſeen and diftrefling has taken place, from - 


4 which a change of governt.uent may be looked for, and as his 


« wiſhes for information may poſſibly be gratified by ſome future 


«6 miniſter, &c. | t 


+ He received this ſeat not as a favour from the crown, but as - 


an equivalent for his intereſt in the diſtrict boroughs of Tain, 
Kirkwall, &c. 


1 The prince of Wales, 


Appears 
to have joined the phalanx headed by Mr. Fox and 


t that all 


In the & Appendix to the Hiſtory of the Public Revenue, 


"I i jonn orfctate, 


mens eyes were fixed upon, as the fit perfon to un- 
dertake the adminiſtration” of government, in like 
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manner às our anceſtors addreſſed the Prince of 


Orange a century ago; this, he conceived, would 
have been the direct conſtitutional line of proceed- 
* 


hut What has deen ſubſtituted, bore ſuch 
evident marks of uſurpation, and rendered it ſo 


obnoxious to the welfare of the country, that he 
was determined to bring forward a plan of his own, 


to obtain a conſtitutional eſtabliſhment of a fegen- 


cy, and when the right honourable member's ſyſtem 


came on again in that Houſe, he would ſubject his 


mp to their conſide ration. | 


hen the grand queſtion reſpecting the ſlave 
trade was agitated, in 1792, Sir John aſked certain 


Aueſtions of Mr. Pitt, reſpecting the horrid traffic 
of gur own and foreign nations in their fellow men, 
but did not take any decided part on that ſubject. 
is difficult, indeed, preciſely to define his opini- 
©ns, but it is with pain we expreſs our belief, that 
. they. were averſe to the claims of outraged huma- 


Nit y. , 

1 — AY the ſcarcity of corn that prevailed in 
* 795-6, we find him more honorably occupied. On 
Friday, December 11th, he made a motion for a 
ſelect committee, and recommended a general in- 


clofing bill, the ““ intention” of Which, was to 
«* -preclude calamity and diſtreſs in future; to cut 


„ up famine by the roots; to prevent it again 
% coming within the boundaries of this iſland ; to 
«4 render it unneceſiary ever to grant bounties on the 


% importation of foreign grain; all of Which could 


<0 be effected, by reſolving to cultivate the waſte, 
. <4, unincloſed, aud unproductive lands of the king- 


« dom.” | 
In March, 1796, he renewed the ſame ſubject; 
"ard after obſerving that there was land enough in 
the country to feed its inhabitants, he ſtated, that 
in 1795-6, it had been rendered neceſſary to import 
oue million of quarters of grain, at an expence of 
three millions ſterling, great part of which was nar 
* porte 
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ported in coin, and had thereby contributed, in a 
great degree, to the then ſcarcity of ſpecie. 
When the debate took place (February 28, 1796) 
reſpecting the ſituation of the bank, Sir John af- 
forded a pregnant inftarice of his refearch, by quot- 
ing a precedent that occurred in 1696, when this 
ſame great commercial company had ſtruggled under 
ſimilar difficulties ; and it is not a little aftonithing, 
that the Chancellor of the Exchequer appeared to 
be totally unacquainted with the proceedings of the 
period alluded to, although they were ſtrictly in 
oint. r | 
F When Mr. Pitt introduced his bill for the redemp- 
tion of the land - tax, it was ſtrenuouſly oppoſed by 
e the patriotic ſenator,” who obj to it on a 
variety of grounds. 3 > <P 
„Sir John Sinclair has been twice married; firſt 
to a relation of the Earl of Lauderdale, and ſe- 
condly to a daughter of the late Lord Macdonald ; 
by the latter he has a ſon, and by the former two 
- daughters. N e- 
Previouſly to his nomination to be preſident of 
the Board of Agriculture, he eſtabliſhed a ſociety at 
Edinburgh, for the improvement of Britiſh wool ; 
and he has exhibited ſpecimens of Orkney ſheep, 
whole fleeces are far ſuperior in point of fineneſs, 
akbough we believe not in /ength, to thoſe of 
Spain. | To 
; Th the courſe of the preſent war, he has raiſed 
two battalions, called the Rothſay and Caithneſs 
fencible infantry,” of both of which he is colonel ; 
his commiſſions are dated March yth, and Decem- 
ber 19th, 1794. The ſecond is now ſerving in 
A N | I 
It may not be amiſs here to remark, that his re- 
giment is dreſſed after the uſual manner of the 
highlanders, with a very becoming and indeed de- 
cent alteration in reſpe& to the covering of the 
tower extremities; the men wearing treu, or cloſe 
J tartan trowſers; inſtead of the Ait or ſhort petti- 
coat, which permits the knees to remain naked, and 
| 2 


. 
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In ' ſome of he mili movements, even expoſes 

the pofteriors! In a di tion lately written by 
him on that ſuhject, he endeavours to prove this 

to be the ancient Celtic dreſs, and quotes Gibbon, 

Henry, &c. beſides ſome traditional authorities on this 

ſubject. He has alſo brought forward the evidence 

Of ancient Scotch ballads, particularly that of“ Tak” 

your Auld Cloak about ye ;” ſuppoſed to be written 

in the time of Robert Bruce: 


« In days when owr King Robert rang, | 
„His cretos they coft but half a crown, 
« He ſaid they were a groat ou'r dear, 


And cad the taylor thief and loun. 
It will appear from what has been mentionet, 
that Sir John Sinclair is a man of great perſeverance 


and induſtry. He has attained a very conſiderable 


b es of knowledge, in reſpe&+to"the'finances and 
teſources of this country, and has of late years, 


- experienced a marked oppoſition from Mr. Pitt, 


who, by means, perhaps, not very liberal, is ſaid 

to have tumbled him down in the twinkling of an 

exe from the chair of the Board of Agriculture. 
He has been impeached of recommending camps 


in the neighbourhood of the me lis, in time of 


peace; a ſyſtem perhaps hut too familiar with the 


pPrejudices of his early life. The friends of the 
premier alſo accuſe him of having written a letter 


to a great perſonage, at the diſſolution of the laſt 
parliament, ſoliciting a fear in either of two 
great houſes, and obferving, that an a nan 
would be moſt conſonant to his dignity as preſident 
of the Board of Agriculture. It is. to his pretend- 
ed diſappointment on this oↄccaſion, that they trace 
the origin of a kind ef armed neutrality, and a 


dereliction of the premier, to whom he was once ſo 


greatly attached. . | : 

It is impoſſibſe to decide with any degree of ac- 
curacy reſpecting charges ſo vague and ſecret in 
their very nature; we can only obſerve, that he 


is one of the ableſt and myſt opulent, and we are 
3 ' ain iclined 


. MK. ROSCOR. . us” 


inelined alſo · to conſider him as one of the moſt in- 
dependent, of our modern legiſlators. 

Sir aps Sinclair was Genes a baronet, Febru- 
ary 4th, 1786; bat Whether his claims originated 
from the title of his paternal anceſtor, Sir George 
Sinclair of Clythe, who ſat in the Scottiſh Parlia- 
ment, at che beginning of the preſent century, or 
in hĩs on merits, the author of this {Ketch is unable 
to determine. 

Previoully to his receiving patent honours, he 
had become entitled to academical ones, having 
obtained the degree of Doctor of Laws ſome years 
before. 4 


— 


MR.-ROSCOE. 


"THE hiſtory of the celebrated be the Life 
of Lorenzo de Medicis, evinces the wonderful ef- 
4e&s which reſult from aſſiduous induſtry, ſuper- 
added to the intuitive rapidity of Fa- 
voured by no advantages of education, ne by 
no patronage, raiſed by the native 
- mind alone, Mr. Roſcoe has reached a pitch 7 — 
rary eminence, which is rarely attained even by 
thoſe who have made the beſt uſe of the privileges 
of academic inſtruction. 

His parents moved in the humbler ſphere of life ; 
they were of courſe precluded by their circumſtances 
from giving their fon a very extenſive education; 
and, with a ſtrange perverſeneſs of temper, he ob- 
Ainately refaſed-to attend at the day - ſchool where 
His father wiſhed him to be taught writing and 
arithmetic. In conſequence, he had not even the 
-common opportunities of niring knowledge 
uſually enjoyed by thoſe of the ſame ſtation in life 
.as himſelf. He was nnn. to be the architect of 
— 2 5 
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But though he threw off the trammels of the 


ſchool, he was not yep e ren eh, - ond 
thought more. EC 

At an early a age he was artiche: FY cer i in the 
office' of Mr. Eyes, an attorney, in Liverpool. 
Soon after this period he was ſtimulated to-undertake 
the ſtudy of the Latin language, by one of his 
Companions boaſting that he had: read Cicero de 
Amicitia, and ſpeaking in high terms of the ele- 

ance of the ſtyle, and the ſeritiments of that compo- 

E. Mr. R. immediately procured the treatiſe in 
queſtion ; and ſmoothing his diffieulties by perpetual 
reference to his grammar as well as to his dictionary, 
he drudged through the taſk which emulation had in- 


cited him to undertake. The ſucceſs which he ex- 


perienced in his firſt effort prompted him to proceed; 
and he did not ſtop in his career till he had read 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed of the Latin claſſics. In this 
purſuit he was encouraged by the friendly inter- 
courſe of Mr. Francis Holden, an eccentric genius 
and excellent ſcholar. 

Having made conſiderable Seogrels4 in- the Latin 
language, Mr. R. ſtill without the aſſiſtadce of a 
maſter, proceeded to the ſtudy of French and Italian. 
The beſt authors in each of theſe” tongues became 
familiar to bim ; and. it-is ſuppoſed, that few natives 
af the country have ſo general and recondite a 
knowledge of Italian Iterarure, as the _— 1 


nee ——ů J 
uring the whole of this period, Mr. R. rogalts: 
ly attended at the 'office; and bis ſeaſons of lady 
were the intervals of buſineſs. 

His attachment to the muſe Wat a ver early 
dates While yet a boy be read N 


works of the belt Engliſh poets. Of their beautits 
he had an exquiüte ſenſe; and it may eafily be 
inagined that the earlieſt: af hie om poſttions were 
of che poetical dlaſs. Mount Pleaſant, “ a de- 
ſeriptive poem, which he wrote in s 16th, year, 
is à record not only of the fertility lof E 


Soon 


bye of the correctneſs of the taſte, .- 
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Soon after the expiration of his clerkſhip, Mr. 
R. was' taken inta e by Mr. Aſpinwall, 
a very reſpectable attorney of the town of Liver- 

and the entire management of an office, ex- 
tenſive in practice, and high in reputation, devolved 
upon him alone. In this fituation he conducted 
himſelf in ſach a manner as to gain univerſal reſepct. 

For notwithſtanding his various. purſuits, he had, 
paid ſtrict attention to his profeſſion, and had ac- 
quired a liberal and minute knowledge of law. And 
in clearneſs of comprehenſion, and rapidity of dif- 
patch in buſineſs, he had few equals. 

About this time he commenced an acquaintance 
with the late“ Dr. Enfield, and the preſent Dr. 
Aiken, then reſidents at Warrington, the former 
being tutor in the belles lettres in the Warrington 
academy, and the latter eſtabliſhed as a ſurgeon 
in that town, Theſe gentlemen had the honour of 
being early ſenſible of his ſurpriſing talents, and 
they contraſted with him a friendſhip” which was 
ſure to be laſting, as it was built on ſolid baſis 
of mutual eſteem. 12 Wd 
Mr. R. ſeems to have almoſt intuitively gifted 
with a correct taſte in the arts of painting and 
ſtaruary, On the 17th December, 1773, he read 
to the members of a ſociety, formed in Liverpool, 
for the encouragement of deſigning, drawing, paint- 
ing, &c. an 3; on the inſtitution of the aforeſaid 
ſociety, which was afterwards publiſhed, together 
with his poem entitled Mount Pleaſant. Of this 
ſociety he was a very active aſſociate, and occaſion- 
ally gave public lectures on ſubjects appropriate to 
the object of the inſtitution. 

When the voice of humanity was raiſed againſt 
the ſlave trade, Mr. R. fearlefs of the inconveni- 
ence to which the circumſtances of his local ſitu- 
ation might expoſe him, ſtood forth a zealous and 


* When Dr. E. publiſhed the 24 vol. of the Speaker, Mr. 
R. furniſhed him with an Elegy to Pity, and an Ode to Educa- 
tions 4 
Ä enlightened 


_ -enlightened advocate for the abolition. of that-in- 
© Human traffic. In his boyiſh days, indeed, he had 


* 


12 MR. docs. 


- 


expreſſed his ſpelings on this ſubjeRt in the following 


beautiful lines, which are from the abore- 
| mentioned poem, Mount Pleaſant, p. 13; 


There Afrie's ſwarthy ſons their toils repeat, 
Beneath the fervors of the noon-tide heat; 
Torn from each joy that crown'd their native ſoil. 
No ſweet refleQionsmitigate their toil ; 
From morn to eve, by rigorous hands oppreſt, 
Null fly their heurz, of every hope unbleſt: 
Till broke with labour, helpleſs, and forlorn, 
From, their. weak graſp the ling' ring morſel torn; 
The reed» built hovel's friendly ſhade denyed; 
The jeft of folly, and the ſcorn of pride: 
' ing beneath meridian ſuns they lie, 
Lift the-faint head, and bend the imploring eye; 
Till death, in kindneſs, from che tortured breaft 
Dolls the free ſpirit to the realms of reſt. | 
Shame to mankind ! but ſhame to Britons moſt, , 
Who all the ſweets of liberty can boaſt, 
Yet, deaf to every Human claim, deny 
* That bliſs to others which themſelves enjoy :-. 
Life's bitter draught with barſher bitter fill, 
f every Joy, and add to every ill ;. : 
The trembling limbs with galling iron bind, 
Nor looſe chi heavier bondage of the mind. 


Thus by his own reflections, Mr. R. was. pie. 
the 8 


Pared to enter with ardor into the views 
Friends of ſuffering humanity. He had frequent 
<onverſations. with Mr; Clarkſon, who firſt drew 


the attention of the kingdom at large to this-nation- 
al diſgrace. A. ſpecious pamphlet was publiſhed in 
defence of the trade, intituled, Scriptural Reſearches . 
into the * F the Slawe Trade, and written 
A Spaniſh Jetuit of the name of Harris. Mr. R. 
anſwered it with great. ſpirit and .acutenefs, in a 
counter-pamphlet, intituled, A Scriprural Refutation - 
of a Pamphlet lately publiſhed by the Rev. Kaymun 
arris. | | 


But this copious and intereſting ſubje& awakened 


All his ſympathies, and the public were gratified by 


& moſt affecting poem, intituled, . The Wrong: of 
* ; Africa. 


8 > 

He turned the lyre on this  bewuching- 
proclaimed the praiſes of Freedom-in a tranſlation 
-of an ode of Petrarch, which found its way into 
the Mercurio Italic; a ſong intituled; Millions be 
Free, and the famous poem, The Yine-covered Hills, 
which may be claſſed among the moſt finiſhed come 
poſitions in the Engliſh language. | | 
During the ſeaſon of tumult and diſcord, which 
ſucce the attempt of the combined powers to 


1790. It may be prefumed thatat has now paſſed 
165 h the A, 
nary (ofa elapſed fince its publication. The lite- 
rary world have had time to xecover from the 
dazzle of ſurpriſe—and the. buz of ignorant ap- 
-plauſe, raiſed by the leaders of literary faſhion, is 
ſtill. The ſentence of ſober judgment confirms the 
verdict which was pronounced according to the 
dictates of firſt impreſſions. The liberal acumen 
of Parr has aſſayed the Life of Lorenzo, and has 
found it ſterling gold. Its dignity and grace have 
ſhielded its author from the mercileſs tomahawk of 
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ü nter = of the Puffuitt of Literature ; and he 


may fairly preſume that its rank is fixed amongk the 
moſt ſplendid ornaments of Engliſh literature. 
| "Tho admiration with which the public have been 
affected by the peruſal of this work will, no doubt, 
be encreaſed by a knowledge of the circumſtances in 
which it was At the time wben it wWas 


pProjected, Mr. R. lived at the diſtance of two miles 


from Liverpool, whither he was obliged daily to re- 

Pair to attend to the buſineſs of his office. The dry | 
and tedious details of law occupied his attention du- 
ring the whole of the morning and afternoon ; his 
evenings alone he was able to dedicate to ſtudy ;. and 
it will be eafily conceived, that a gentleman ſurroun- 
ded by a numerous family, "nnd white company was 


w 

courted by his friends, muſt have experienced, even. 
at theſe hours, a variety of interruptions... Nopub- 
Jic library provided him with materials. The rare 
books which he had occaſion to conſult, he was oblig- 
ed to prutute in London at a confiderable expence. 
But in the midſt of all 1heſe-/difficultics; the work 
grew under his hands. In order that it might be 
Printed under his own inſpection, be eſtabliſned an 
excellent preſs in the town of Liverpool, and ſub- 
matted to the diſguſting toil of correcting the proofs. 
The Hiſtory of Lorenzo de Medicis was at length. 


_ Publiſhed early in the year 1796. Y 


:..-$aqn after the publication of his Hiſtory, Mr. R. 


relinquiſhed ĩhe profeſſion of an attorney, and en- 


\ 


tered himſelf at Gray's Inn, with a view of acting 
Hie took advantage of the leiſure which the relin= 
.quiſhment of buſineſs afforded him, to enter upon 

*theiſtady:of the Greek language; in which, accor- | 

ding to the report of his intimate friends, he has 
The public have, with concordant voice, called 
upon Mr. R. for the life of Leo X.; and Lord Hol- 
land and Lord Briſtol have, with great liberality, oſ- 
ſeted their aſſiſtance in procuring from Italy, and 


» Mr. Mathias. F | 


iet ou. a. 


T parts of. the continen t, whatever documents 
oe ht wo itnece; 18 o conſult in the execution 
fo Trand a deſign. i 
ture will be Cr. to hear that Mr. R. has actually be- 
gon this exp ectedd work z but ſuch. is the —.— 
te of Kafeps, that he is debarred, at preſent, from 
the aſe of materials which might be colſected abroad. 
In the courſe of his conduct, Mr. R. has uni ſormly 
maintained a character of implicity, ſincerity, and be- 
ne volence. He acts uprightly without effort. Ill- fat 
5 A cannot plead ki hiſtory as a precedent for 
N N of life; nor will his example ſanction the 
her of. men of abilities, who deem their talents a 


* licence tolive in idleneſs, and prey upon the public. 
le is, in every ſenſe of the 495 an independant, 


man. Long may he enjoy the bleſſings which are 
the meed of v virtue. 7 


MN. 
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"THE EARL OF uro! * 


Tax riſe of this nobleman muſt be allowed to have 
been rapid; and if we are to believe his enemies, 
it is unexampled in our annals, ſince the time of 
the Spenſers. This, however, is not ſtrictly true, 
for it might be eaſy to point out many others WhO 
have been fully as fortunate in the courſe of the pre- 
ſent reign, and attained * honors with perhaps 
inferior pretenſions. 

On his being ennobled, it was obſerved, with 
more rancour than truth, that his family diſgraced 
the peerage; whereas the truth is, that on the ſcore 


of birth, his pretenſions are ſuperior to many of - | 
thoſe with whom he aflociates, either in the ſenate, _ 
or at the council board. His anceſtors have been 


ſextled more than a century at Walcot, near Charl- 


bury in Oxfordſhire, - His grandfather, Sir Robert 


9 married a wealthy heireſs at Bromley 
in 


lovers of polite litera- © 
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in Kent; and his father, who was a Colonel in the 
army, reſided at South Lawn Lodge in Whichwoo® 


Charles Jenkinfon received the firſt rudiments of 
his education at the -grammar ſchool of Burford, 
two miles diſtant from his father's houſe ; and ma- 
ny perſons are ſtill Iiving in that neighbourhood, who 
addreſs him as their old ſchool-fellow. He was af- 
terward> placed on the foundation in the Charter 
Houſe, and ſeems to have been ſo well ſatisfied with 
the inſtitution, that he educated his eldeſt ſon, the 
preſent Lord Hawkeſbury, there, From this emi- 
nent ſeminary he was removed to Oxford, where he 
firſt imbibed, perhaps, his political ſentiments, and 
was entered a member of the Univerſity College. 
There he took out degrees, that of B.A. and A.M, 
and ſeems to have made himſelf firſt known by ſome 
verſes on tbe much-lamented death of the Prince of 
Wales, the father to his preſent Majeſty. ö 

In 1753, he removed from Oxford, without ob- 
taining, and perhaps without ſoliciting, a fellowſhip ; 
and in 1753, he publiſhed his &r& proſe tract, entit- 
led A Diſcourſe on the Conduct of the Govern- 
ment of Great Britain, with reſpe& to Neutral Na- 
tions during the Preſent War.” He afterwards wrote 
ſeveralotherpamphlets ; and one in particular, on the 
benefit reſulting from @ militia, or armed natipnal 
force, independent of a ſtanding army. This abounds 
with many. and patriotic ſentiments, and has been 
lately quoted againſt himſelf in the Houſe of Peers: 

on that occaſion his lordſhip did not deny that he was 
the author, but contented himſelf with apologifing 
for his errors, on account of his extreme youth. 

To the former of theſe productions, his riſe in life 
has been kalen attributed ; it was allowed by every 
one to be an able performance; but like many others 
of the ſame kind, it might have lain in the ware - 
houſe of his bookſeller, and he himſelf remained for 

ever in obſcurity, bad it not been for the interventi- 
on of a gentleman of the ſame county, with whom. 
ke luckily became acquainted. LK 
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Sir 


ir Edward Turner of Ambroſeden in Oxford. 
Fire, being of an ancient family, and poſlefling a 
large fortune, ambitioned to repreſent his native 
county in parliament. Having attained conſidera- 
ble influence by means of a large eſtate, and a hoſ- 
pitable and noble manſion, Wich as well as the fa - 
mily houſe at Blackheath has been fince taken down, 
and the materials fold by his eldeſt ſon Sir Gregory 
Page Turner, -Baronet, he. accordingly ſtood can- 
didate as knight of the ſhire. He was, however, 
ſtrenuouſly but unſucceſsfully oppoſed ; for in addi- 
tion to his own, he poſſeſſed the court intereſt. The 
ſtruggle, notwithſtanding this, was long and violent, 
and it ſtill forms a memorable epoch in the hiſtory of 
conteſted elections. But for nothing is it more re- 
markable, than for its being the fortunate occur- 
rence in Mr. Jenkinſon's life, which produced all 
his preſent greatneſs; for the contending parties, 
having as uſual, called in the aid of ballads, lam- 
poons, verſes, and fatires, this gentleman diſtinguiſh-. 
ed himſelf by a ſong in favour of Sir Edward and 
his party, which ſo captivated either the tate or the 
gratitude of-the baronet, that he introduced him to 
the Earl of Bute, then flouriſhing in all the pleni- 
tude of power. | 

It is known but to few, perhaps, that his lordſhip, 
who placed Mr. J. at firſt in an inferior office, was 
not at all captivated with him, for it was entirely 
owing to the repeated {ſolicitations of the member 
for Oxfordſhire, that he extended his further protec- 
tion. After a longer trial, he became the Premier's 
private ſecretary, and in ſome re ſpect a member of 
his family, participating in his friendſhip and favour, 
and living with him in an unreſtrained and conſiden- 
tial intercourſe. N 

Such a eonnexion as this could not fail to prove ad- 
vantageous; and accordingly, in March, 1761, we 
find him appointed to be ove of the Under-ſecreta- 
ries of State, a ſituation which preſuppoſes an inti. 
mate acquaintance with the fituation of foreign af. 
fairs, and a pretty accurate knowledge in reſpect to 
the arcana imperii in general. He 


- 
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He, however, did not remain long in chis ftatian, 


more confidential office of joint Secre 


/ 


for after the lapſe of about fourteen. months, he re- 
ceived the lucrative appointment of Treaſurer of the 
Ordnance ; this he relinquiſhed in 1763, for the 
you's of the Trea-. 
admirably qua- 


ſury ; a ſituation for which he was 


" lified, by his knowlege of the ſtate of parties, and 


the management of a Houſe of Commons, of which 
he himſelf had been ſome time a member, having ob- 
tained a feat for Cockermouth.. ol a3 | 
Jo the Rockingham adminiſtration, which ſuccee- 
ded in 1765, he was both perſonally and politically 
odious, and he accordingly loſt all his appointments ; 
but in the courſe of the ſame year, he had one con- 
ferred on him by the king's mother, the late Princeſs 
Dowager of Wales, which no miniſter could bereave 
him of ; this was the auditorſhip of her Royal High- 
neſs's accounts. | | 
This | circumſtance, added to his cloſe intimacy 
with the diſcarded miniſter, awakened the jealouſy of 
of the capt and if we are to credit their ſuſpi- 
cions, he became, in the technical language of that 
day, the ** go-between”” to the favourite, the-prin- 
ceſs- mother, and the throne, 1 3 
When Lord Bute retired into the country in diſguſt, 
promiſing to relinquiſh public affairs, a great per- 
ſonage is ſaid to have conſtrued this into an abanaon- 


ment, and to have looked ont for advice elſewhere ; 


from that moment Mr. Jenkinſon was ranked as one 
of the leaders of the party called the © king's friends,” 
and his Majeſty has always ſince diſtinguiſhed him 
by a marked partiality to his merits. 

Honors and employments now fell thick upon him. 
In 1766, he became Lord of the Admiralty, and in 
1777, a Lord of the Treaſury. Soon after this he 
obtained the * clerkſhip of the pells in Ireland, and 
was nominated a Lord of Trade ; in 1986, he was 
created Lord Hawkeſbury, Baron of Hawkeſbury in 
the county of Glouceſter, and on May 28th, 1796, 


® It is proper here to remark, that this was purchaſed from 
Mr. Fox, having conſtituted part of his gatrimony, * 


was 


EARL OF LIVERPOOL, - 25 


was advanced to the dignity of Earl of Liverpool; 
at which period he 22 ordered by bis Majeſty to 
quarter the arms of that commercial city with thoſe 
of his own family. Theſe are great honors, but the 
well choſen motto which he has adopted for his eſcut- 
cheon, proves that he conſiders himſelf as not unde - 
ſerving of them. 2 

While in the Houſe of — Mr. Jeakinſon 
— frequently, but fince his recent elevation. 

aks but ſeldom; whatever he ſays; however, is liſ- 
— to with the utmoſt attention, and the throb- 
bings of expectation are never more feelingly expe- 
rienced by the ſervants - of the crown, than when 
= atters his wiſhes either at: the council. board, or 

parliament. 
17 55 lordſhip formerly dend much * 
which indeed is always attached to the charge of 
_ favouritiſm, for when the Earl of Bute made his 
 apotheofis, his political mouth was ſuppoſed to drop 
on the ſhoulders of Mr. Jenkinſon. He is now, how- 
ever, a peer, anda privy counſellor, and in one of 
thoſe ſityations the temporary, and in the other the 
conſtitutional adviſer of the crown : he is therefore 
empowered both by office and by law to deliver his 
opinion to his ſovereign, ' 

It would be unjuſt to omit that the Barl of Livers 
pool has always — great attention to the trade 
of his country. It was he who drew up the treaty 
of commercial intercourſe with America; and he is 
alſo ſaid to have not only pointed out, but to have 
created the whale fiſhery in the South Seas. 

+ Reſpeting the part he took during the American 
war, no one ever ſpoke more deciſively, or perhaps 
more intemperately than his preſent aſſociate the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, and of the ſhare they 
both have in the management of this country, and 
the government of Ireland, and the preſent conteſt 
with France, poſterity will be able to judge more 
coolly, and- more fairly than their own contem- 
poraries. 
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C MR. ABRAHAM 


26 u. NEWLAanD, 
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MR. ABRAHAM NEWLAND, - | 


. THE: fignature of this gentleman is fami- 
- Har throughout every part of Great Ela, and 
ſeems to give the ſame currency to a bank-nete 
that the names of the notorious John Doe and Rich- 
ard Roe confer on a capiat. Abraham has, howe- 
ver, this in his favour, that he is no fictitious per- 
ſon, made up of ſhreds of parchment, but a man, a 
real living man, conſtituted of fleſh, blood, bones. 
finews, marrow, and muſcles; and while the place of 
abode of the former gentlemen are ſo little known, e- 
ven in Chancery- lane, Lincoln's-inn, Gray's- inn, 
Serjeant's- inn, or the Temple, that none of their in- 
habitants, from the judge to the ticket- porter, know 
vrhere they lodge, and the Sheriffs of Middleſex, if or- 
dered to take one of the rogues into cuſtody, muſt be 
under the neceſſity of returning nen off inventus on 
the back of the writ, there is not a boy about the 
Royal Exchange who cannot point ent the great heu/e, 
where honeſt Abraham is to be ſeen ſtrutting about, 
i * behind his ear, for ſeveral hours every 


he trade of Europe, during the middle ages, 
was confmed almoſt exeluſively to the provinces that 
ſkirt the Mediterranean and the Baltic. The oppreſ- 
ſions every where experienced by the Jews from the 
Chriſtians, taught them, from eruel neceſſity, the 
art of transferring their riches from one nation to a- 
nother; and the myſteries of banking, and of bills 
2 exchange, are ſyppoſed to have originated in 
Italy. 1. wer 
A colony of Lombards, by means of the arms of 
their duchy®, and the name of their nation, have 
given ſign- poſts to our pawn-brokers, and an appel- 
lation to the reſidence of our principal bankers r. 
It was not, however, until nearly two centuries 
after this epoch, not withſtanding the growing increaſe 


The three balls are the arms of Lombardy. 5 
+ Lombard- ſtreet. 


of 


* 
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of our commerce, that a national bank wis eſtabliſh- 
ed, and notwithſtanding David Hume, towards the 
latter period of his life, affected to conſider public 
ereditias a hardier plant than he had at firſt ĩmagin - 
ed, yet it is a long time before mankind becomes ſo me- 
taphyſical as to ſuppoſe that a horſe, a (hip, an eftate, 
or even a province, may be repreſented by a flip of 
flimſy paper, that would not be able to contain half 
the legal jargon jſufficient to conſtitute the convey- 
ance of a houſe or a homeſtead ! | 6 "out 

Indeed, this mode of reaſoning is ſupported by fats, 
for it was found impoſſible to create a great national 
bank, either under the houſe of Tudor, or the houſe 
of Stuart. Such a tyranny as that exerted by Henry 
VIII. would have driven the proprietors into begga- 
ry in the courſe of a fortnight. Charles II. Who 
cheated the gold/miths, or bankers of his day, by 
plundering the exchequer of the money lodged there, 
and whom the Gothamites of later times have placed 
in the centte of the exchange, dreſſed in a Roman ha» 
bit, as if he had been the protector of trade! mighe 
have proved nearly as fatal to a banking company, 
by his own diſtreſſes, joined to the perpetual crav- 
ings of his courtiers and miſtreſſes as the indiſcri- 
minate ferocity of Henry. Nel Gwyn alone, woul 
have put : Germas ſubſiay in requiſition  * 

In fine, we all know, that an eſtabliſhment of 
this kind failed in monarchical France, and that it 
has been ſeveral times inefteQually attempted under 
the republic. It was not until five years ſubſequent 
to our own revolution, that the bank of England was 
eſtabliſhed (in 1693), under the auſpices of a prince 
emphatically termed “ the DEL1VERER ;” thus pro- 
ving to demonſtration, that liberty and public cre. 
dit are inſeparable from each other. At Berlin, Vi- 
enna, and Madrid, we hear of court bankers, but a 
national bank is ſtill unknown. HET 

This eſtabliſhment has combated and overcome a 
multitude of difficulties ; for its notes at one time, 
in conſequence of the arts practiſed by adherents to 
the houfe of Stuart, S diſcount; and it 
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is but a ſhort time ſince, that the * metals 
contained within its vaults have been kept from cir- 
culation, and all money - payments ſuſpended by act 
of parliament. Even this, however, it has ſurviv- 
ed; for the known wealth of the eſtabliſhment, the 
pundctuality of its offices, and the admirable econo- 
my of their arrangements, have attracted and moſt 
deſervedly retained the confidence of the nation. 
Of theſe officers, the moſt eminent, moſt noted 
and perhaps alſo the moſt reſpectable, is the ſubject 
of theſe memoirs. Mr. Newland, born in 1729, or 
1730, at the houſe of his father, a baker, in King- 
ſtreet, Southwark, was appointed a clerk in the bank 
of England, a little more than half a century ago, 
being nominated on the 27th February, 1748. Diſ- 
tinguiſhing himſelf by that regularity and order ſo 
neceſſary in money concerns, he roſe through the 
various gradations of ſervice, until January 19, 
2775, when he attained the reſpectable and confi. 
dential office of chief caſnier to the firſt commercial 
company in. Europe 5 
He is now in the:68th or'69th year of his age, 
and has ſomething 3 reſpectable in his 
perſon. His deportment is alſo genteel, his man- 
ners are affable, and his activity and attention. till 
exhibit a pattern for the imitation of the junior 
clerks, His manner of tranſacting buſineſs is emi- 
nently methodical; and he is-known to have unde- 
ſignedly given offence to a few of the ſubſcribers to 
the voluntary contributions, by a rigid and minute 
attention to the proviſos of the act of parliament, 
and the inſtructions of the directors. On this oc- 
caſion, the zeal of ſome of the newſpapers got the 
Hetter of their diſcretion, and they made many e- 
qually ridiculous and impotent reflections on the cha- 
racter of a perſon, who generouſly contributed 200/. 
towards the very meaſure of which they ſuppoſed 
him to be the enemy. i | 
The wealth of this gentleman has been the ſubject 
of much eonjecture. He is certainly rich, but no 
ſuſpicion can attach to this circumſtance, when his 
| opportunities, 
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opportunities, his emoluments, and his economy are 


confidered. He is, however, no charl; for a ſum 


of money beiag wanted for rebuilding the church of 


St. Peter- le- Poor in Broad-ftreet,. it was inſtantly ad- 
vanced by him to the pariſh; at the uſual intereſt, 
although he could have eaſily turned it to better 
accounts. 

At a certain period of life, men both attain and 


. retain habits either of regularity or diſſipation. At 


fifteen minutes paſt nine o'clock in the morning, he 
is ſeen conſtantly: at his deſk, and is never abſent” 
from his duty unfil three in the afternoon. He re- 


» fides in a /iate of appartments in the bank, annexed. 
to his office, as chief caſhier ; and being a bachelor, 


his eſtabliſhment is 1 Daring a period of 
thirty or forty years, he has not been once abſent; 


except during a few weeks illneſs; and therefore 


trips to Margate, Brighton; and the other faſhiona- 
ble watering places, have neither impeded his duties, 
nor added to his expences. | . 
The only relaxation he has allowed himſelf for ma- 
ny ſummers paſt, is a daily ride in the iflington - 
ſtage-coach, to a cottage at Highbury, where he 


drinks tea; and after contemplating the beauties of 


the — returns regularly in the evening to the 
bank. - | 
As a private character, this gentleman ranks very 


high; and in his ſocial hours he is a good compani- 
on, enjoying the pleaſures of the table in moderati- 


on, and laughing heartily at à good ftory, of which 
he 1s 2 xn. fond. af * ä way 
It is almoſt impoſſible to contemplate the immenſe 
ſums of paper-money which literally paſs through his 
hands, both as chief caſhier to the bank, and ſecret- 
ary and agerft to the commiſſioners appointed Dy act 
of parliament for the reduction of the national debt, 
without thinking of the lines of Pope: | 


. Bleſk'd paper credit | laſt and beſt ſupply ! 
4 That lends Corruption higher wings to fly! 
60 _ imp'd by thee can compaſs hardeſt things, 
6 pocket ſtates, can fetch or carry kings 3 
| Can pocket oh « A Gogle 
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% A fingle leaf ſhall waft an army oer, 
% Or ſkip off ſenates to ſome diſtant ſhore : 
% A leaf, like Sibyl's, ſcatter to and fro 
ur fates and fortunes, as the wind ſhall blow; 
4 Pregnant with thouſands flits the ſcrap unſeen, 
% And lent ſells a king or buys a gueen.“ 
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CHARLES JAMES FOX. 


ALL the great men of the preſent day are either 
the offspring of, or immediately deſcended from new 
families. The ancient nobility repoſe under the lau- 
rels of their anceſtors, not deigning to apply to any 
of the learned profeſſions, and deeming commerce 
and agriculture unworthy of their purſuits, (a few 
illuſtrious characters excepted), they delegate their 
domeſtic concerns, to the care of their upper ſer- 
vants, and not unfrequently the buſineſs of the na- 
tion is entruſted to their proxies, This, perhaps, 
will be the beſt apology for the multitude of plebeian 
ſcions, recently ingrafted on the ſtock of ancient 
ariſtocracy; and althoagh it may puzzle Nortey and 
Clarencieux, to find them either arms or anceſtors, | 
certain it is, that the 4% Blead of nobility has been 
anfuſed into the peerage through the conduit of de- 
mocracy. © [ad | 

It may be alſo neeeſſary to preface this article with 
another obſervation, of which ſome of the moſt 
conſpicuous characters of the preſent political drama, 
afford more than one pregnant inſtance; that the 
younger ſons of our nobility are more ſucceſsful in 
their political efforts, than the elder. This may be 

eaſily 


* The following remarks are'by the late Lord Orford, better 

Known by the name of Horace Walpole. 
„ William. Pitt, Lord Chatham, was a ſecond ſony and be- 
. 6 6« came 
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eaſily accounted for; the heir to a great fortune 
and an illuftrioys title, Knows not how , ſoon both 

may devblve upon him, aud when that event takeb 

place, to what further object can his expectations 

point? He ſihde that he has been born a legiſlator, 

— that a large fortune is entailed upon his perſon; 

en there are wealth and honors not only within P 
bis graſp, but actually in his power. It is other- 
wiſe with the junior branches, ' for they have in gene- 
ral but little in poſſeſſion, and every thing to look 
for ; they inherit all the exquiſite reliſh for pleafure 
that their ſenjors enjoy to ſatiety, and are only defi 
cient in the means of gratification. Like the dove 
of Noah, they ſcarcely find a reſting place for their 
feet on the earth; and they are exactly in the ſitua- 
ton of an invading general who has burnt his ſhips, 
for they muſt on, or periſh!- 

Charles James Fox, is the younger ſon of Henry, 
who was himſelf a younger ſon of Sir Stephen Fox, | 
celebrated leſs for his own birth, than the circum-. 
ſtance of being a father at the age of eighty, an 
.event not incredible however, rendered in the 

reſent inſtant unſuſpicious, by the decorous con- þ 

&, and acknowledged virtue of the partner of his _ 
bed, Henry entered early into public life, and ſuch + | 
was. his addreſs in parliament, during the reign of 
George II. that he ſoon attained not only ſome of the 
moſt arduous and honorable, but alſo the moſt lucra- 
tive ſituations in the gift of: the crown, for in the 

ear 1754, he was appointed ſecretary at war; then 
Kut of ſtate for the Southern department, and 
after being eufed by the great Mr. Pitt, afterwards 
Earl of Chatham, we find him filling the immenſely 
| beneficial office of pay-maſter general of the forces, 
accumulating great wealth, and incurring the ani- 
madyerſions of the firſt city of the empire. Such 
indeed was his conſequence, that at a time when 


_ & came prime miniſter of England, His rival and antagoniſt - 
i was Henry Fox, Lord Holland, a ſecond ſon likewiſe. Lord 
4 Holland's ſecond fon, Charles Fox, and Lord Chatham's ſe- 
6. cond ſoo, William Pitt, are now rivals and antagoniſts.” _. 

| C 4 patents. 


Mk, FOX. 
paten of peerage were not very common, he was 
ennobled by his preſent Majeſty, in 1763, by the 
title of Baron Holland of Foxlex. 
His ſon Charles James, was born Jan. 13th, 1749, 
and if by his father's fide, he claſſed among the now: 
* bomines, by his mother's, his decent muſt be allowed 
to be ſplendid, for Lady Georgiana Carolina Lennox, 
was the daughter of the late Duke of Richmond; 
and as ſuch, in addition to that of the King of Sar- 
dinia, ſhe was allied ta the two rival, but related 
families, which had ſo long conteſted for the throne 
of Great Britain—thoſe of Brunſwic and Stuart. 
But it is not to ſuch vulgar claims as. theſe, that 
the future hiſtorian will have recourſe ; be will dwell 
with ardour on the early promiſe of genius, the pre- 
cocious talents of the boy, the matnred wiſdom of 
the philoſopher and the ſtateſman, and while the a- 
dilities and virtues that adorn the character of this 
hero, bring him forward on the canvas, theſe ineffi- 
_ cient and involuntary pretenſions will be caſt into the 
ſhade, and ſcarcely be diſtinguiſhed in the back 


round. 


The ſecond ſap proved Lord Holland's favorite 
t 


child, and at length became the darling of his old 
age. Perceiving in him the ſeeds of all the qualities 
that conſtitute greatneſs, he was at infinite pains ta 
give ſcope to his intellectual vigour, to expand the 
moots, and diſcloſe the bloſſoms of ſo promiſing a 
plant. From his earlieſt infancy he intended him for 
parliamentary buſineſs, and by converſing always 
with him as if he had been a man, he actually made 
him one before the uſual time. He 1s even faid to 
have ſubmitted his diſpatches to his peruſal, while in 

office, and to have complied with his corrections. 
This country much about the ſame time, beheld 
in the perſons of two rival orators, two wonderful 
inſtances of ſtateſmen, retiring from the field of con- 
tention, and devoting the remainder of. their hyes 
to the education of their two younger ſons, with 
whom they were accuſtomed to-talk about public af- 
fairs, and ſometimes to place on a table in A” to 
- car 
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bear them declaim. Occupied the better part of 


their days in hoſtilities againſt each other, the enmi- 
of the families ſeems to have become here- 


itary, for it is kept up by their children, who 
ſtill maintain a rivalſhip, even after they had 


\ abjured the principles of their reſpeQive fires. 
In compliance with the future deſtination of his 
fon, Lord Holland preferred a public to a private e- 
ducation, and accordingly ſent Charles to Weſtminſter 
ſchool. After diſtinguiſhing himſelf here, he remov- 
ed to Eton, where Dr. Bernard, the late provoſt, 
found him not only uncommonly eager after amuſe- 
ments, but eminently ſueceſsful in claſſical attain- 


ments. His private tutor, while a member of this 


celebrated inſtitution, was Dr. Newcombe; after- 
wards Biſhop of Waterford,” who, while he was fre- 
quently vexed at the diſſipation of his pupil, had 6c- 
caſion at the ſame time to be highly gratified with 
his progreſs. , -Here he formed his early friendſhips 
with the Earl of Fitzwilliam; Lord Carliſle, his own 


relation the Duke of Leinſter, and ſome of the- firſt 


men of the age. It was here alſo that ® one bf them 


anticipated his future repucation- in the following 


—_ 


c How will my Fox, alone by ftrength of partz, 
. © Shake the loud ſenate, animate the hearts 

„ Of fearful ſtateſmen! while, around you ſtand 
« Both Peers and Commons liſt'ning your command; 
«© While TorLLy's ſenſe its weight to you affords, 
4 His nervqus ſweetneſs ſhall adorn your words. 
What praiſe toP1TT, to TownsmrxD, c'er was due, 

In future times, my Fox, ſhall wait on you,” 


> His father being, inthe uncourtly language of 


thoſe days, a rank Tory,” Charles was ſent to finiſh 

his education at Oxford, where. he is reported, in 

Imitation of Penelope, to have regained by his dai- 

ly toils, the labours loſt by his nocturnal aberra- 

tions, 
s WW . Lord _ Carliſle, 

At 
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At length he began to pant after a more unre- 
Nrained intercourſe with ſociety, and conſequently 
to be diſguſted with the reſtraints, and tired with 
the uniformity of a collegiate life. The moſt eaſy, 
as well as moſt likely way to rid himſelf of this, 
was to evince an ardent deſire to ſee the world; 
and as his ſtudies were now completed, his father, 
as uſual, indulged the wiſhes of his darling ſon, 
"Thoſe who have been accuſtomcd to ſee Mr. Fox 
-of late years, without being acquainted with the 
minute particulars of his early life, will ſcarcely 
believe, that at this period he was one of the great- 
eſt beaus in England ; that he indulged in 1 the 
Faſhionable elegance of attire, and vied, in point 
of red heels, and Paris-cut-velvet, with the moſt 
ſhewy- men of the times. Theſe and fimilar qua- 
Iifications were diſplayed in moſt of the courts of 
Europe, in the courſe of the grand tour; and if 
he did not return like his maternal anceflor®, with 
all the vices of the continent, he at leaſt brought 
Aa wardrobe replete with all its faſhions. Nor will 
a ſtrict regard to hiſtorical truth permit the omiſſion 
of more culpable tranſgreſſions, for he is ſaid, 
amidſt the ardgur and impetuoſity of youth, to have 
expended, or rather laviſhed, vaſt ſums-of money 
int play, and to have contracted immenſe debts. 
Let it be recollected, however, that he was at this 
very time between two and three years ſhort of 
that period when the law declared him to be no 
longer a minor. | 

His enemies have carefully reminded us, that the 
firſt political act of his life was a violation of 
the conſtitution of his native country,; for at 
he general election in 1768, he took his ſeat for 
Midhurſt, in Suſſex, a borough under the influence 
Charles II. 1 : | | 

+ Dr. Biſſet, in bis life of Burke, aſſerts, that his father, 
*Lord Holland, who accompanied him to Spa, firſt excited an 
- itch for play in his youthful mind, by allowing him five guineas 
.anight to be ſpent in games of hazard, But as this reſts on the 
mere aſſertion of that gentleman, it will be difficult to give 
<grevit to the report, - of 


__— 2 _ „ of 
, conſequently ine e. It is wich pain 
= it is here reluctantly — that: the firſt. 
effort of his. eloquence was hoſtile to liberty® ; but, 
befides his extreme youth, the bent of his education, 
the prejudices of his family, and the wiſhes of a 
fond father, ought all to be taken into conſiderati- 
on 3 and if a complete vindication does not enſue, 
- ingenuous mind will not be at a loſs for an apo- 
logy. | | 2 
| Duria all the proceedings of the Houſe relative 
to the Middleſex election, Mr. F. ſtood forward as 
the champion of the miniſtry, and exhibited no 
common addreſs. and activity on the occafion. From 
the firſt moment of his entering the ſenate, be, in- 
deed, diſplayed all the qualities of the orator; and 
Lord North, then chancellor of the exchequer, 
deemed his merits ſo conſiderable, that in the be- 
ginning of 17/2 he nominated him to a ſeat at the 
admiralty board, and in the latter part of the ſame 
year made him, in ſome meaſure, a partner with 
himſelf in the management. of the empire, by ap- 
pointing him a lord of the treaſury. 

Amidſt this ſeeming devotion to the court, there 
were not wanting opportunities when he ſhook off 
the trammels of dependence, and allowed his manly. 
mind to take its full ſcope. Not the leaſt memorable of 
theſe was during the debate on the bill brought into 
the Houſe of Commons by Sir William Meredith, 
to-give relief from ſubſeription tothe xxxix articles 
of, the church of England ; and in the liberal ſen- 
timents delivered on that occafion, he has firmly 
and uniformly perſevered, until the preſent mo- 
ment. . . 

But the time had now arrived, when a new di- 
rection was to be given to his purſuits. The real 


* His firſt ſpeech was in oppoſition to Mr. Wilkes, then 
confined in the King's Bench; and whatever the motives of that 
gentleman might be, diſpaſſionate men will now be ready to 
roy that on this occaſion, his cauſe was not only popular but 
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cauſe of this event, which involved ſo many impor. 
tant conſequences, can only be gueſſed at. 
ſons of the Lords Guilford: and Holland, were: both 
poſſeſſed: of talents ; the one perhaps aſpired to, 
the other enjoyed, the ſupreme command; and like 
two great men of antiquity, the firſt, perhapo, 
could not brook a ſuperior, nor the ſecond a rival. 
The enmity was firſt developed in the refuſal of a 
-petty appointment ; it increaſed on the memorable 
examination of the Rev. Mr. Horne, now John H. 
:'Tooke, at the bar of the Houſe of Commons; and 
: finally became public,. in conſequence of the follow- 
ing billet, couched. with. all the energy of Spartan 
brevity : | | 
His Majeſty has ang proper to order a new 
4 commiſſion of the treaſury to be made out, in 
« which 1 don't perceive your name. 
B83 2: $82] | « Noa rn.“ 


The Hon. Mr. Fox.“ t 
Conſidering this not merely as, an injury, but 
An inſult, the enmity of Mr. Fox from that moment 
became public, and he at length raiſed ſuch a con- 
ſtitutional oppoſition to the adminiſtration of the 
noble. lord who had thus treated him in a manner 
"bordering on contempt, that he, in the end, ſub. 
verted his power, and dragged his antagoniſt to 
the very edge of the ſcaffold. | | 
In the mean time, Lord Holland died, leaving 
2 large ſum of money, and conſiderable eſtates in 
the neighbourhood of . Kingſgate, with the houſe 
there, built in imitation. of 'Fully's Formian villa 
on the coaſt of Baiæ, to- his. ſon Charles. He was 
thus in poſſeſſion of a plentiful fortune, and had he 
retained it, would have ſtood upon high ground in 
point of. conſequence :. for theſe beneath, in additi- 
on to the clerkſhip of the pells in Ireland, ſoon 
after ſold to Mr. Jenkinſon, now Lord Liverpool, 
muſt have produced a nett annual income of more 
than 4000. per annum. Mag 
After the diſſipation of this large property, a 
common mind. would have, perhaps, bent * 


the calamity ; his, on the 
.- rebounded from the fall; and inſtead of ſinkin 
into deſpair, to have actually ſoared into celebrity, 
and even independence. 


the 


not have diſgraced Rome in her beſt days. 
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A new and noble field now opened to his ambi- 
tion; and he commenced his career as a patriot, 
on principles which Locke has upheld, and Sydney 


would not have bluſhed to ſupport. The members 


of that adminiſtration, ſuppoſed by ſome to be only. 
of a northern peer, had rendered them- 
felves deteſted by the oppreſſion of Mr. Wilkes, the 
proſecution of the printers, the countenance given 
to the riots at Brentford, and the military,execution 
in St. George's-helds. 

Another event of infinitely greater” magnitude 
now filled up. the bitter draught of popular odium 
and the previous oppreſſion, and threatened ſubju- 
gation of America, arouſed a general ſpirit of re- 
fiſtance within the mother country, and pointed the 
finger of public vengeance. at the devoted head of 
the premier. Fortunately. for Mr. Fox's conſiſten- 


cy, his conduct reſpeRing the tranſatlantic conteſt, 


was ever ſtrictly uniform; and on this, as on a 
ſubſcquent occaſion,. he ſaw afar off, anticipated the 
impending calamities, and predicted the accumu- 
lation of misfortunes, which afterwards overwhelm- 
ed the —_—_— 

Accordingly, in 1974. he- oppoſed the intro- 
duRtion of the Boſton Port 7 and apologiſed for 
the conduct of the colonies; In his ſ on this 
eccaſion, he arraigned the conduct of the miniſter 
in bold and energetic language, and explained thc 
principles of the violated conſtitution, with an elo- 
quence worthy of- the cauſe. The treaſury-bench 
began, for the firſt time, to calculate the loſs it * 


ſuſtained, the oppoſition, to eſtimate the ſtren 


had acquired, while the people rejoiced to be old, 
in the perſon of a youthful ſenator, whom they 
had been taught to conſider as an enemy, a firm, 
an intrepid, and an eloquent advocate, ſuch as would 
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On this occaſion, he ſat on the ſame ſeat as a Sa 
ville, a Barre, à Dunning, and a Burke, with the laſt 
of whom he had frequently braken a lance, in the 
war of argument, from the” oppoſite fide of the 
houſe; and he has fince candidly avowed, that 
from this celebrated man he firſt imbibed thoſe en- 
lightened maxims of government, profeſſed and 
acted upon by the pupil, alas! when the maſter .. 
himſelf ſeemed to have abandoned them. | 

On the diſcuſſion of Mr. Burke's - conciliatory 
propoſitions, in 4775, he ſtrenuouſly ſupported 
the liberal ſchemes of policy pointed out by that 
gentleman, and ſpoke and voted during the whole 
conteſt in direct oppoſition to that criminal ſyſtem, 
which it had been fondly and fallaciouſly prognoſti- 
cated was to produce the unconditional ſabmiffion 
of the colonies, and lay them proſtrate at the feet 
of the. mother country f 

At length all the evils that had been foreſeen 
were realiſed. America, driven to deſpair, -declared 
herſelf free and-independent ; monarchical France 
exerted her protecting arm acroſs the Atlantic; the 
capture of Burgoy ne and Cornwallis proclaimed the 
triumphs of liberty; and a new conflagration light- 
ed up in Europe, by the firebrands that had been 
ſcattered in another hemiſphere, waſted the ſtrength, 
and exhauſted the reſources of England. 

At the general election in 1780, the family- bo- 
rough of Midhurſt falling into other hands, and 
Mr. F. bluſhing, perhaps, at the idea of violating 
the very ſpirit and effence of a conſtitution, which 
he now began, for the firſt time, to underſtand and 
venerate, determined to become a candidate for 
the city of Weſtminſter; and he at length ſucceed- 
ed, after a violent conteſt, in which he baffled not 
only all the intereſt of the Newcaſtle family, but 
alſo all the influence of the crown, both of which 
were powerfully, but unſucceſsfully, exerted againſt 
Sim. Being now the repreſentative, not of a petty 
.venal borough, but of a great city, and that too 
avithaut any expence to himſelf, he appeared in 
8 | parliament 
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parliament in a more dignified capacity, and ac- 
quired a conſiderable increaſe of weight and conſe- 
quence. . 
» Soon after this, the miniſtry began to totter, and _ 
the political rats were in motion, in order to deſert 
the ſinking fabric. A minority, at firſt contempti- 
ble-in point of numbers, but always formidable in 
reſpect to integrity and abilities, and which then 
claimed the preſent premier amongſt the moſt zea- 
lous of its partizans, had increaſed in power and 
popularity. The miniſters were aſſailed within by 
the thunders of eloquence; without, they were 
overwhelmed by the clamours of an indignant peo- 
ple: to proceed in the war was ruin; and to recede, 

trayed them into perſonal danger. At length the 
*« noble lord in the Line ribbon” was hunted into the 
toils, and it was hoped by many, that public juſtice 
.awaited his miſdeeds: for in a conteſt, in which oceans 
of blood had unjuſtly lowed, ſome one muſt have 
been criminal.; and who more proper-for an expi- 
atory ſacrifice, than the oſtenſible author of ſo 
many calamities ? Alas! had puniſhment been but 
inflicted on one ſingle ſolitary individual, all our 
ſubſequent calamities might have been averted 
and the world taught to believe, that even in reſpe&t 
to great offenders, ſome connexion ftill exiſted be- 
tween, guilt and puniſhment ! f | 

But the Rockingham party contented themſelves 
with the defeat of their opponents; and Mr. Fox, 
of courſe, was nominated to a ſeat in the cabinet, 
and appointed one of the ſecretaries of ſtate, The 
merit of this ſhort-lived adminiſtration was con- 
ſpicuous. Notwithſtanding they had ſucceeded to 
an empty exchequer, and a general war, they yet 
determined to free the people from ſome of their 
numerous grievances; and had they remained 2 
little longer in power, infinitely more would have 
been effected. Contractors were excluded by act 
of parliament from the Houſe of Commons; cuſtom 
and exciſe officers were diſqualified from voting at 
elections; the proceedings in regard to Middleſex 
Welle 
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were reſcinded ; while a reform - bill, rather ſpeci-. 
ous, however, in name, than in reality, aboliſhed 
a number of uſeleſs offices. A more generous po- 
licy was alſo adopted in reſpect to Ireland.; a gene- 
ral peace was already meditated; an ancient ally. 
was. attempted to be ſoothed by an offer of 'nego- 
ciation®3. and America, which could not be reſtor- 
ed, was at leaſt intended to be conciliated. 
In the midft of theſe promiſing appearances, the 
nobleman, who was the key-ftone that ſupported 
the diſcordant materials of the political arch, died 
ſuddenly, and the council was inſtantiy di- 
vided by political ſchiſms. | 
The Marquis of Lanſdowne, who appears at this 
eriod to have had the ear of the king, and.a ma- 
jority in the cabinet, was immediately. entruſted” 
with the reins of adminiſtration, and Mr. Fox de- 
. termining, (to make uſe of his own language, 
* never to connive at plans in private, which he 
% could not publicly conſiſtently avow,”” retir- 
ed from office with a numerous and re ſpectable body 
of. his friends. | 
In the mean time, the party left in poſfeſſion of 
all the great offices, concluded a peace with Ame 
rica, France and Holland; but their adminiſtration - 
roved of ſhort duration, for a grand political con- 
ſederacy had how been formed againſt them. This, 
under the name of “ the coalition,” ſoon ſubverted 
their power, and fupplanted them in office. No 
event, in our time, has produced more obloquy 
than the alliance between Mr. Fox and Lord North; 
and it is not to be concealed; that it was even then 
pregnant With inauſpicious reſults, and has fince 
Ben productive of the moſt ſiniſter conſequences, 
as it enabled an ambitious young man to give the 
firſt ſtab to the conſtitution, by ſetting a vote 
of the. Houſe of Commons, hitherto deemed invi- 


* Mr. Foxy wiſhing to detach the Dutch from the coalition 
with the houſe of Bourbon, wrote a letter to M. Simolin, the 
Ruflian Minifter, in which he. offered to form a new treaty on the 
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glable, at defiance, The India Bill,“ of which 
Mr. Burke is ſaid to have been the penman, proved 
legues foundered; and it is not à little memorable, 
that their more fortunate rivals revived this very 
mſn, and carried it triumphantly through Par. 
Me now behold Mr. Fox, once more, diveſted of 
power, reduced to ſheher himſelf againſt accidents 
in the repreſentation of the “ Orkney Iſles; and to 
contend with an unexampled perſeverance for à ſeat 
as member for Weſtminſter; which, after a memo- 
rable ſcrutiny, and an inimenſe expenditure, he 
at length obtained. | | 10 * 
He has ſince been re- elected to the ſame honorable 
Poſt, and has ſteadily combated, as a repreſentative 
of the people, the influence of the crown; which, in 
his opinion, alone conſtitutes, and produces all their 
grievances, His ſubſequent conduct has been ſuch 
as to reſtore, the, current of popularity, and raiſe his 
name higher than, before. His grand maxim, and 
ſurely it 18 immediately connected with the proſperix 
ty, and, perhaps, the exiſtence, of. a manufacturing 
and commercial country, is the maintenance of 
peace. With this object in view, he. oppoſed a con- 
teſt with Ruſſia, about the fortreſs of Oczxakow, and 
a conflict with Spain.concerivng the peltry of Noot. 
ka Sound. W N fot | 
4 Dering the firſt ſtages of that melancholy event 
which led to the regency bill, Mr. Fox was wander- 
ag Prough.the delightful regions of modern ltaly, 
and ſeemed enchanted once more to tread an. claſlic 
land, From this charming ſpot, he was called to 
_ witneſs and to 8 on far different ſcenes, and 
finally to behold the party he oppoſed more firmly 
ſeated in power than before. 


This. is rather incorrect; Mr. Fox being returned for the 
diſtrict of boroughs, called Tain, Dingwall, c. c. Even 
here, however, he was oppoſed by Sir John Sinclair, but the 
intereſt of the p'efent Lord, then Sir Thomas Dundas, finally 
prevailed.” a * 
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He has been blamed for his conduf during the im. 
achment of Mr. Haſtings,” but he was 
* of the Houſe of Commons on that 06. 
7 nearly all his political enemies. - 
— ood was abſolutely neceflary, in — 
clear = —_— of the nation, and prove 
oppreſſed inhabitants of India, that in 
would ſtill find avengers. It is not e al he 
however, that the trial was ſpun out to a moſt op- 
preflive length, and that the ſappoſed culprit at la 
ceaſed to be odious in the eyes of the people. The 
forms of the Houſe of Peers, as a court of juſtice, 
are indeed unfavourable to the difpatch of buſineſs, 
dut the managers ought, perhaps, either to have 
| accelerated theſe, or to have withdrawn from a 
Rraggle, when they perceived that the firſt- ſtep to- 
puniſhment conſiſted in the . even 
a guilty individual! 

No ſooner did the French nation. evince a "R"_ 
Gefire to ſhake off the dominion of abſolute power, 
than he hailed the auſpicious dawn of riſtag liberty, 
and deprecated the interference of this conntry, in 
a quarrel hoſtile to the principles on which ſhe had 
founded her proud pre-eminence; On this occaſion, 
he experienced the dereliQion of many of his aſſoci- 
ates, and among others, of that man, of whoſe lips 
he had firſt imbibed the principles of freedom. Find- 
ing, however, that he and his friends were reduced 
to a r Lr he has ſince retired, in a great 
meaſure, from public buſineſs, and left the mini- 
ſter to triumph by means of the majorities in his in- 
tereſt. Nor is this all, for his name has been lately 
truck out from the liſt of privy counſellors ; an event 
pnexampled in the preſent reign, and only exerciſ- 
ed during the laſt, in reſ to a nobleman ®. accu- 
{ed of cowardice and diſaffection. 

As an orator, Mr. Fox is aſſuredly the firſt: man 
of his age. He ſimplifies the moſt 2bftruſe details, 
he analyzes the molt complex arguments, and he re- 
duces the moſt ſubtle poſnions to the teſt of firft 
principles. Animated himſelf, he animates others. 

® Lord George Germaine, 
Unambitious 
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Unambitious of melodious words and ſtudied phra- 
ſes, that dwell only on the ear, the correctneſi of his 
reaſoning aſſails the judgment, while the irrefiſtible 
thunders of his Hy — at once influence and cap- 
tivate the ſenſes. Struggling continually againſt the 
ſtream of power, he yet appears inferior to no man, 
and he wants only to ſtand on the“ vantage ground”? 


of ſucceſs, to be viewed as the greateſt man of his 


time. | 

As an-author, he has produced ſeveral ſpecimens 
of poetical compoſitions, which with a due culture 
might have attained excellence. His verſes to Mrs. 


Crewe, beginning with the following lines have 
often been praiſed : $a 


«© Where the lovelieſt exprefſion to features is jain'd, 

« By nature's moſt delicate pencil -defign'd ; wy 4 

« Where bluſhes unbidden, and ſmiles without art, 
Speak the ſoftneſs and feeling that dwell in che heart, &. 


His invocation © to Poverty” muſt, however, be al 
lowed to be ſuperior, and it contains a national re- 


flection that may offend. ſome; it ought, however, 


to be recollected, that the Engliſh, at that period, 


were much diſguſted with the temporiſing condug 


of their northern neighbours :; 


« © Poverty ! of pale conſumptive hue, 
* If thou delight'ſt to haunt me ſtill in view, 
If ſtill thy prefence muſt my ſteps attend, 
& At leaſt continue, as thou art, my friend, 
„ When Scorrh example bids me be Pry A N 225 
* Falſe to my word, and fai thleſs to my truſt, 
% Bid me the baneful error quickly ſee, 
« And ſhun the world to find repoſe with thee. 


«© When-vice to wealth wenld turn my partial eye, 
% Or int'reſt, ſhutting ear to ſorrow's cry; 
% Our courtiers* cuſtom would my reaſon bind, 
«© My foe to flatter, or deſert my friend; 
-4© Oppoſe, kind Poverty, thy temper'd ſhield, 
And bear me off unvanquiſh'd from the field. 


«« If giddy Fortune e'er return again, 
„ With all her idle, reſtleſs, wanton train, "0 
5 : 46 
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6 Her magic glaſs ſhould falſe Ambition hold, 
, 4.68 Av'rice bid me put my truſt in gold; 

To my relief, then, virtuous goddeſs, haſte, 
And with thee bring thy daughters ever chaſte, 
« Health! Liberty! and Wiſdom | fiſters bright, 
4% Whoſe charms can make the worſt condition light, 
46. Beneath the hardeft fate the mind can cheer, _ 
< Can heal affliction and diſarm de ſpair; 

4 In chains, in torments, pleaſure can eath, 
« And dreſs in ſmiles the tyrant hour of death!“ 


His letter“ “ To the worthy and independent 
Electors of the City and Liberty of Weſtminſter,” 
1s his only ayowed proſe publication, and this has 
experienced a nearly unexampled ſale, having run 
through twelve or thirteen large editions. On this 
occaſion, he makes a+ manly appeal to his conſtitu- 
| ents; and in a clear and perſpicuous ſtyle deprecates 
the idea of foreign alliances, and infiſts on the neceſ- 
fity of acknowledging the French Republic as an in- 
dependant ftate. While alluding to the ridiculous 
3 of ſubjugating chat. power, by. external 
rce, he expreſſes Himſelf thus: a 
„The conqueſt of France!!! Ol] calumniated 
« cruſaders, how rational and moderate were your 
« projets! Q! much - injured Lewis XIV, upon 
% what ſlight grounds have you been accuſed of reſt 
« leſs and inordinate ambition! O! tame and feeble 
% Cervantes, with what a timid pencil and faint. 
„ colours have you painted the. portrait of a diſor- 
« dered imagination!“ | 
Of the private life of this great orator th 
public may be anxious to have a few authentic parti- 
culars. Mr. Fox no longer refides any part of the 
| year in town, having diſpoſed of his houſe in South- 
ſtreet; when he vifits London, which is but ſeldom, 
he ſtays ſometimes at the houſe of his old friend Ge- 
neral Fitzpatrick, and ſometimes at a hotel in the 
neighbourhood of New Bond- ſtreet. Except during. 
the ſhooting ſeaſon, When he viſits Mr. Coke, &c. 
in Norfolk, he lives chiefly at St. Ann's-hill, near 


*. Publiſhed in 1793+ 
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Chertſey. There be ſuperintends the cultivation of 
© his grounds, enjoys the pleaſures of horticulture, and 


amuſes himſelf in forming his ſhrubberies. To the 
roſe,” the theme of the Perſian poets, he ſeems par- 
ticularly attached ; for he has a parterre near his 
houſe, in which there are ne leſs than thirty different 
ſpecies. He alſo poſſeſſes a great taſte for botany ; 
and has been at infinite pains to render himſelf maſ- 
ter of the Linnzan ſyſtem. | 

In general he riſes about ſeven o'clock, mounts 
his horſe inftantly, rides to the river, and plunges 
into the Thames. He then returns to breakfat, 
which is over before ten. The forenoon is, for the 
moſt part, dedicated to his books; and is according- 
ly ſpent in his ſtudy. Before dinner, he takes a w 
or ride, around the neighbouring village, fits down 
to table a little after three o'clock, and lives well 
and like a gentleman, without any appearance, how- 
ever, of luxury or oſtentatien. After indulging in 
a few glaſſes of port or ſherry, he retires with his 
gueſts about fix, to the tea-room. which preſents a 
moſt delightful proſpe& in the ſummer feaſon ; and 
after a couple of diſhes of coffee, a glaſs of liqueur 
de Martinique is handed round to the company. | 

The evenings are generally dedicated to domeſ- 


tic entertainments. Sometimes he reads, and then ge- 


nerally aloud; at other times he plays at ſome manly 
game on the lawn, or liſtens to the muſic of a favou- 
rite lady while fingering the piano- forte, or the pe- 
dal harp. The evening is not e ſpent at 
the HOLLAND, a charming octagon building, dedi- 


cated to his nephew, Henry, Lord Holland, and in- 


ſcribed to him. From this building is to be ſeen a 
moſt luxuriant view of the ſurrounding country ; but 
the eye is unwilling to roam abroad, as it is orna- 
mented with beautiful paintings by the hand of Mrs. 
_— 18 | 

While the hirelings of miniſtry are repreſenting 
him as plotting againſt the ſtate, he is, moſt proba- 
bly, peruſing Homer in the original language; and 
the immortal bard, or the“ conſpirator, is, per- 
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haps, dandling a child in his arms, or, peradven- 
ture, if it be in the ſummer ſeaſon, playing at trap- 
ball on the graſs ! ; | | 

In perſon, Mr. Fox is ſomewhat above the middle 
ſize, and, of late years, is rather inclined to be fat. 
His features, which are ſtrongly marked, exhibit an 
appearance of ſhrewdneſs and ability; and his eye, 
in the midſt of debate; or the animation of converſe, 
flaſhes with fire. | | 

No portrait has been oftener painted, and he muſt 
be a very inaccurate artiſt, indeed, who cannot hit 
off the ſaturnine complexion, the piercing look, and 
the arch and buſhy eye-brow of the great common- 
er. The chiſſel, as well as the pencil, has been em- 
ployed in giving durability to his reſemblance, for 
a great number of buſts have been executed, of late 
years, in marble, by “ Nollekens; and one in terra 
cotta has ſtill more recently been finiſhed by Mer- 
chant, as a model for a gem. ” 
The following dedication to Mr. Fox, is by , one 

of the greateſt ſcholars of the age: 


CAROLO JACORO FOX 
Quõd veram illam & abſolutam eloquentiam 
non modò coluerit, ſed cultam, qua potuit, 
ad Salutem Patriz Dignitatemque tuendam contulerit; 
Qudd in ſuſcipiendis five amicitils, five inimicitiis, 
has ſemper voluerit Mortales 
habere, illas Sempiternas ; 
Qudd Mente ſolida in victaque permanſeritin propoſito, 
875 atque improborum ſpreverit minas ; 
Qu6d in Cauſa, quæ maxime popularis eſſe debuiſſet, 
n Non populariter ille quidem, 
ut ali, ficte et fallaciter populares, 
ſed ſtrenue ac fortiter verſatus fit ; 
 Qu6d denique, in fœdiſſimo illo 
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No le ſs than thirty-two have been finiſhed by this ſculptor, 
at fixty guineas each, for the Empreſs of Ruſſia, rhe Dukes of 
Devonſſſtre nd Portland, Lord Aibermarle, &c, &c+ &c. 
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282 res, 17. 
Optimi prudentiſſimique Senatus naufragio, 
| ; 14 — alum, 2 
* Aucd turpe eſſet, * 
Miſerum exiſtimaàrit, atque ade6 cum bonis:' . 
| Libere woarevtoer ſtatuerit, ” 
potius quam periculoſe & ſimulate & cupide 
inter malos, 
Librum huncce ea, qua par eſt, Obſervantia, 
D. D. D. 
A. E. A. O. 
——— ——— 
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CHANCELLOR OF Tix KXCHEQUER, &c.&c. 


IT is, at all times, à difficult, delicate; and ſome- 
times a dangerous taſk; to attempt the delineation of 
the life and character of a miniſter of ſtate. The 
paſſions of the generality of men are too mach agi- 
| tated to attend to cool diſcuffion while they contem- 
5 plate the immediate political ſituation of their coun- 
try, more eſpecially in a period like the preſent, ſo 
replete with important and ſingular events. 

The ſubject of this article is, in many points of 


s view, the moſt conſpicuous prime miniſter which mo- 
dern Europe has ever beheld, whether he be conſi- 
5 dered in reſpect to his very ſplendid talents, his won- 


derful ſucceſs in life, or the ſingular events which 
have occurred during his adminiſtration. His hiſto- 
ry will include the annals of the moſt remarkable epoch 
in modern times; and he will be juſtly deemed, by fu- 
ture ages, the lever which gave motion to the pro- 
ceedings of all the cabinets of Europe. A large 
ſhare of the good or evil which may reſult, will 
lolely aſcribed to his councils. In ſhort, he may be 
conhdered as uniting the ſtriking qualities of the 
Cecils 
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Cecils, the Walſinghams, the Richlieus, che 'Maza- 
rines, and the Walpoles; to none of theſe is he in- 
ferior in abilities, in eloquence, or in the various arts 
and conſummate policy of the courtier and the 
Rateſman. | 

This country never had a miniſter of whom ſuch 
different opinions have been entertained, as of the 
preſent, and indeed no former one was ever placed 
in ſuch critical circumſtances. * The hiſtory of this 
illuſtrious - ſtateſman, compriſing, as it neceſlarily 
muſt, a review of his political hfe, will be reſorted 
to, at ſome future period, as one of the moſt inter- 
eſting and inftrutive performances, that can occupy 
the attention of mankind. 

William Pitt, the illuftrious Earl of Chatham, 
had two ſons, one of whom, the preſen able mini- 
ſter, is the Carry rep He was born May 8th, 1759, 
at a time when his father's glory was at its zenith; 
and when, in conſequence of the wiſdom and inte- 
grity of his councils, and the vigour and prompti- 
tude of his meaſures, Britiſh valour reigned triumph- 

ant in every part of the globe. 

On the acceflin of his preſent Majeſty, that great 
ſtatefman, in conſequence of new arrangements, 
chiefly occaſioned by the riſing influence of the Earl 
of Bute, retired from the ſtation. which he had ſo 
honorably filled; and conſigning his elder fon to the 
inſtructions of able tutors, he devoted his own time 
to the education of WILLIAM, on a ſtrong and 
well-founded perſuaſion (as he was in the habit of 
ſaying) that he would one day encreaſe the glory 
of the name of Pirr. ?“ 

His claſſical knowledge Mr. Pitt acquired under 
the care of a private-tutor at Burton-Pynſent, the 
| ſeat of his father; and the Earl took great pains 
in teaching him, while till a youth, to argue with 
logical preciſion, and ſpeak with elegance and force. 
He judiciouſly- accuſtomed him to the practice of 
making accurate enquiries reſpecting every ſubject 
that caught his attention, and taught him not to re- 


main ſatisfied with a ſuperficial obſervation of appear- 
ances. This 
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This leſſon brought him into an early practice of 
cool add patient inveſtigation, rarely, 7 ever ac- 
qulred, by thoſe Who prefer the trappings of elo- 
quence, and the ſhowy ornaments of language, to 
lain ſober dition, and pertinent matter of fact. 

Under ſuch an able paternal tutor, an accute mind 
could not fail to imbive a ſtore of ſound practical 
knowledge. The earl, with his uſual perſpicuity, 
fancied he ſaw in his ſon a future ſtateſman, and, in all 
probability, a future miniſter of his country alſo. It 
was a laudable ambition in a father, and to gratify it he 
ſpared no exertions; directing his whole attention to 
the great object of rendering his fon accompliſhed iu 
all things requiſite to form a public character, and to 
preſerve the luſtre already attached to the name of 
WILLIAu PIrr. 5 

He, himſelf, frequently entered into forced diſpu- 
tations with him, and encouraged him to argue with 
others, upon ſubjects far above what could be expect- 
ed from his years. In the management of theſe ar- 
guments, his father would never ceaſe to preſs him 
with difficulties ; nor would he permit him to ſtop, 
till the ſubject of contention was compleatly exhauſt- 
ed. By being inured to this method, the ſon ac- 
quired that quality which is of the firit conſequence 
in public life a ſufficient degree of firmneſs, and 
preſence of mind, as well as a ready delivery, in 
which-he was wonderfully aided by nature. 

That he might have all the benefits of education 
which this country could give him, and, at the ſame 
time, by a rapid progreſs through the neceſſary ſtu- 
dies, qualify himſelf early for the ſenate, he wa ta- 
ken at between 14 and 15 years of age from his father's 
roof, and from the care of a very enlightened and 
worthy clergyman, Mr. (now Dr.) Wilſon, and ſent 
to Pembroke college, Cambridge, where he was ad- 


mitted under the tuition of Meſſrs. Turner and Pret- 


tyman, both very able and well qualified tutors, and 
willing to ſecond, to the utmoſt of their power, the 
intentions of his father, Mr. Prettyman was alto his 


private tutor, and a better choice could not have been 


9 made 


demical honors. On his admiſſion, according to 
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made, as far as cluſſical and mathematical knowled 
were concerned. For eloquence he could not look uy 
to either of his tutors ; but his father's example and 
peep required no farther aſſiſtance. In Can. 

ridge he was a model to the young nobility and fel. 
low-commoners ; and it was not doubted that if the 
privileges of his rank had not exempted him from the 
uſual exerciſes for the bachelors degree, he would 
have been found' among the firſt competitors for aca- 


_ cuſtom, to his maſter's degree, the public orator 
found it needleſs to ſearch into his genealogy, or 
even to dwell much upon the virtues of his father, 
the eyes of the univerſity were fixed on the youth; 
the enraptured audience aſſented to every encomium, 
and each breaſt was filled with the livelieſt preſenti. 
ments of future "greatneſs. To the honor of Mr, 
Put it muſt be ſpoken, that he has been duly ſenſible 
of the care taken of his rifing years. His inſtructors 
have received repeated marks of his acknowiedg- 
ment. Dr. Wilſon, his firſt inſtructor, is now 
canon of Windſor ; and one of his ſons has a lucra- 
tive ſinecure in Jamaica, The worthy Dr. Turner 
1s Dean of Norwich ; Dr. Prettyman has received 
the Biſhoprick of Lincoln, and the Deanry of St. 
Paul's, and will, doubtleſs, not be overlooked in 
fature promotions, | 
He was afterwards entered a ſtudent at Lincoln's 
Inn, and made fo rapid a progreſs in his legal ſtudies, 
as to be ſoon called to the bar, with every proſpet 
ot great ſucceſs. . . 

We are informed, that he once or twice went upon 
the Weſtern circuit, and appeared as junfor counſel 
in ſeveral cauſes. He was, however, deſtined to fill 
a more important ſtation in the government of his 
country, than is uſually to be obtained through the 
channel of the law. : 
At the general election, 1780, we find him nomi- 
' nated by Re of the moſt reſpectable perſons in Cam- 

bridge as a candidate to bt ce univerſity; 
but notwithſtanding his high character in the * 
| — TY, 
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ledge ty, he found very few to ſecond his pretenfions. In 
ok us Wl che following year, however, he was returned for the 
> and borough of Appleby, by the intereſt of Sir James 
Cam- Lowther On taking his ſeat in the Houſe of Com- 
d fel- mons, he enliſted himſelf on the . ſide of the party 
if the which had conſtantly oppoſed the miniſter, Lord 


m the North, and the American war, and which regarded 
would him with a degree of veneration ; recogniſing in his 
r aca- perſon the genius of his illuſtrious father revived and 
ng to acting, as it were, in him. 3 

orator One of his firſt acts, as a member of the Houſe of 
Ty, or Commons, was extremely well calculated to increaſe 
ather, his popularity ; this was his motion for a committee 
outh; of the houſe, to conſu!t upon the moſt effectual means 


mium, to accompliſh a more equal repreſentation of the peo- 
eſenti- ple in parliament. His propoſitions were, indeed, 
f Mr, rejected; but he continued to repeat and renew them 
enfible from time to time; and thus kept up the public at- 
tention to this great object, and made it more gene- 
rally can vaſſed than it ever had been before. | 

On the death of the great Marquis of Rockingham, 
the old Whig party fell into a ſtate of diſunion, m_y 


Turner bordering upon diſſolution. A new arrangement took 
ceived WI” place ſoon after, and Lord Shelburne became the able 


firſt Lord of the Treaſury, carrying along with him 
Mr. Pitt, who aſtoniſhed the country, and, indeed, 
all Europe, by the phenomenon of a Chancellor of 
the Exchequer at the age of taventy-three ! 

His popularity at this period effectually ſcreened 
bim from eveiy charge which his youth and inexpe- 
nence. might juſtly have warranted, and which were 
ſtrongly urged againſt him by the adverſe faction. 
The ſituation of the country was extremely critical. 
The American war had become generally odious ; and 
all hearts panted for a ceſſation of hoſtilities, This 
deſirable object was, therefore, the firſt conſideration 
with the new miniſtry. 

The combined powers had recently experienced 
great humiliations, and conſequently the opportunit 
vas not to be loſt, A general peace accordingly ok 
place ; but the terms of it were reprobated by a con- 
92 ſide rable 
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ſiderable part of the nation. On this occaſion, Mr, 


Pitt delivered in his place a moſt maſterly defence of 
himſelf and his-collegues, which produced a corref. 
ponding, though not {ucceſsful effect. The adminif. 


tration, of which-he was the moſt diſtinguiſhed mem. 


ber, was therefore ſhort-lived. On its diſſolution, 
the young ftateiman withdrew into retirement, and 
aft-rwards went abroad for ſome time, viſiting Italy, 
and ſeveral of the German courts. | 

On the coalition's taking place, Mr: Mansfield's ſeat 
fortke univerſity became vacant, by accepting the office 
of ſolicitor-general, and Mr. Pitt determined to op- 
poſe him: with this view he went down to Cambridge; 
but was treated with contempt, by the hegds and ſe- 


nior members. One threw the door almoſt in his face, 


and wendered at the impudence of the young man, 


| thus to come down and diſturb the peace of the uni- 


verſity ! From ſuch a ſcene he retired in a few day, 
in diigaft ; though the aſſurances of ſupport from (e- 
veral independent maſters of arts, kept alive the fav 
hopes remaining in his breaſt, of future ſucceſs. A 
few months, -however, changed the ſcene ; the coa- 
lion minittry was thrown out, he came down in| 
triumph to the univerſity, was received with open 
arms, carried his election with a conſiderable majo- 
rity, and was able, alſo, by his influence, to make 
Lord Euſton his collegue. For a time the tergiver- 
ſation of the ſenate was a theme of converſation; the 
moſt notorious of the gown who changed their iides 


were marked by the contempt of the unſucceſsful, but 


laughed at their -own dtiprace, under the re aids ol 
the fucceſsful candidates; mitres and Balls, and Iv 
ings, became the portion of the Cambridge me! 
But few of the independent maſters whe would Fave 
ſupported him when out of power, and did ſuppor 
him on his acceſſion to the miniſtry, were to be fount 
among his ſupporters at the next election; they con 
ſidered him to have given up thoſe principles of liber 
ty, and that zeal for the reform of parliament, wi 
had, with his great talents, entitled him to their f 
tice. 
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An occaſſon, ſuddenly offered, in 1584, for brings 


ing Mr. Pitt forward once more on the great theatre 
of politics, as a candidate for fame and power. The 
Britiſh dominions in India had long been in an alarm- 


ing ſituation, and it was generally admitted that an 


immediate remedy was indiſpenſably neceſſary to 
preſerve them, With this view, Mr. Fox, then Se- 
cretary of State, formed, digeſted, and brought for- 


ward, his famous India bill, Which he carried through 


its ſeveral ſtages with a high hand. 


The coalition miniſtry, as compoſed of ſuch an hes 


terogeneous mixture, notwithſtanding their majorit7 


in the Houſe of Commons, were generally obnoxious 
to the nation, and this bill was particularly offenſive 
to the great body whom it immediately affected. 
Lord North and his new allies were accordingly diſ- 
niſſed, and Mr. Pitt became Premier, aſſiſted by the 


advice of Lord Thurlow, as keeper of the great ſeal 


arrangements which, at that time, were, howe- 
yer, only conſidered as temporary 5 HERE 
He then aſtoniſhed the commercial and political 
World, by his dwn India bill! He had, however, 
the mortification- to find the majority of the Houſe of 
Commons againſt him; and he was placed in the pe- 
culiar ſituation of a miniſter acting with a ſmail mino- 
ity, and that too in oppoſition to the ſtrongeſt conflu: 
ence of talents ever combined againſt any adminifira- 
tion. He, however, remained firm in his ſeat amidit 
general confuſion ; and though the houſe had peti- | 
toned his majeſty to diſmiſs his miniſters, our young 
premier ventured to inform the repreſentatives of the 
tation. that their petition could not be complied with 
This ſtruggle between the commons and the crown 
ras of the greateſt importance; but the pcople at large 
tre of opinion tHat the former encroached upon the 
egal prerogatives ; and on the queition being in a 
anner thrown into their hands by a diſſo vtion of 
parliament, a new one was returned, which changad 
tie majority, and preſerved the miniſterin a poſt which 
has maintained ever ſince | 
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Various publick meaſures have, of courſe, during a 
period of fourteen years, been brought forward * 
this active miniſter, to notice which, would far exceed 

the bounds of a memoir ſo limited in its object as the 
3 They are incorporated into the hiſtory of 
is country, and familarly recollected by his contem- 
poraries. | 
The commercial treaty with France was a bold 
, ſcheme, and evinced deep political knowledge. 

But the moſt critical circumſtance in the annals of 
Mr. Pitt's adminiftration, and that on which his bio- 
grapher ſhould dwell the moſt, is the period when 
the r powers were, in a manner, unhappily ſuſ- 
pended, and all the wiſdom of the legiſtature was re- 
quired to form a regency. It was a. criſis not only 
novel, but of extreme magnitude, as likely to be- 
come the precedent for future times; no ſuck incident 
having till then occuried in the. annals of our hiſtory. 

Some ftateſmen would have worſhipped the — 
ſun. Mr. Pitt and his collegues, however, purſue 
a different courſe, and thereby added greatly to their 
popularity, and effectually ſecured themſelves in 
power. If vg 

If, on ſome occaſions, he has courted the favour © | 
of the people, he certainly has not always ſacrificed 
at their ſhrine. He appears, indeed, to have a pro- 
per conception of the value in which popular eſteem 
is to be held, but to be ſenſible that it ought not to 
influence the conduct of a legiſlator, when it is evi- 
dently repugnant to the true intereſts of the country. 

When the revolution took place in France, the 
ſituation of the prime miniſter of this kingdom be- 
came once more extremely critical. Perhaps It was 
fortunate for the country, that the adminiſtration at 
that time enjoyed the good opinion of both king and 
people; as violent contentions of party-ſpirit, at ſuch 
a juncture, might have led to conſequences very in- 
jurious to the happy copſtitutipnal government of 
Great Britain. 

The ſituation of Europe has aſſumed a new face 


- , Knce the monarchy of France was ſhaken from its an- 
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tient baſis. A war has enſued totally different from 
all former wars. -In judging, therefore, of the me- 


rits of thoſe who are concerned in managing the af- 
fairs of the nation, it is impoſlible to have recourſe 
either to precedents, or to old political principles. 
A new mode of action, a new ſcheme of politics was 
to be deviſed, and adapted to the exiſting circum- 
ſtances. 

If any merit be due.to boldneſs of invention, to 
vigour of execution, to wide extenſion of plans, and 
to firmneſs and perſeverance of conduct, certainly the 


reſent adminiſtration has an undoubted claim to pub- 
i gratitude, | 


An attention to commerce has greatly diſtinguiſhed 


Mr. Pitt's adminiſtration, particularly during the 
preſent conteſt, Perhaps there is no man in the king- 
dom better acquainted with the 1 of trade 
than he is. The oldeſt and moſt experienced mer- 
chants have been aſtoniſhed at his readineſs in con- 
verſing with them _ ſubje&s which they thought 
themſelves excluſively maſters of. Many who have 
waited upon him in full confidence that they ſhould 
communicate ſome new and important information 
upon matters of trade, have, to their great ſurpriſe, 
found him minutely and intimately acquainted with 


all thoſe points to which they conceived he was a . 
ſtranger. By the cloſe attention which he has uni- 


formly paid to the mercantile intereſts, he has cer- 
tainly ſecured to himſelf an excluſive baſis of ſupport, 
which has enabled him not only to reſiſt a moſt vigo- 
rous oppoſition, but to carry into effect financial mea - 
res, that, till his time, were deemed impractica- 

4 | 2 
Sqme men have charged him with political apoſta- 
cy, on the ground of his havir z abandoned, if not 
oppoſed, the project of a parliamentary reform. If 
really conſiders ſuch a reform as no longer neceſ- 
ſary, it will be difficult o exonerate him from this 
heavy accuſation. But there certainly is a great dif- 
ference between abſolute apoſtacy, and an occaſional 
ceſſation from a particular ſyſtem of opiniofis or line 
| . D 4 of 
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of conduct. It does not follow that Mr. Pitt is 3% 
enemy to neceſſary reform, becauſe he conſiders tie 
exiſting circumſtances of the country as too critical to 
admit the trial of the experiment. Lt 

As a public ſpeaker, Mr. Pitt is not to be charac- 
teriſed by overſtrained parallels drawn from the ota- 
tors of antiquity. He poſſeſſes more of the elegaice 
and grace of Cicero, than of the fire of Demoſthenes, 

He is, however, more of the acute logician, than of 

the perſuaſive rhetorician. His voice, theugh clear 
and powerful, poſſeſſes not the modulations that 
charm the ear, and ſteal upon the heart ; moreover, 
he ſeems incapable of producing any grand effect up- 
on the paſſions of his auditors, and he is at times ex- 
tremely careleſs in his choice of expreſſions. His 
language is generally good, but he ſometimes: de- 
ſcends into vulgarity and incorrectneſs. All his de- 
ficiencies, however, are more than counterbalanced 
by a concluſive and forcible method of reaſoning, by 
a facility of lating his arguments, which makes them 
not only conceivable to the meaneſt underſtanding, 
but gives them frequently a preciſion and vigour 
which may be pronounced irrefiſtible. 

The Premier alſo poſſeſſes an advantage of ineſti- 
mable value, in a miniſter of ſtate, namely, a great 
command over his temper, added to much coolneſs, 
during the ardour of debate. 3 

Ti.1s enables him to reply clearly and particuarly 
to the arguments of his opponents, and to defend his 
own cauſe by often turning their own weapons upon 
themſelves. Though he is confident, and frequenily, 
it muſt be contefled, even arrogant in his ſpeeches, 
which ſometimes provokes the oppoſition orators to 
uſe harſh language, yet he ſeldom loſes his own tem- 
per, or retorts in — | 


His action is not ſtrictly graceful, which is in ſome 
meaſure owing to the diſadvantage of an exterior, 
which however dignified, is yet not amiably winning, 
for he is very tall, and deficient in en bon point, His 
countenance is alſo ſevere and forbidding, expreſſive 


indeed (in the language of phyſiognomiils) of a ca- 
pacious 
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:ous mind, and inflexible reſolution; but alſo of a 


too lofty and perhaps unbending ſpirit: 


Mr. Pitt forms in all points a direct contraſt to his 


great political opponent ; and it is certainly a curious 


circumſtance, that two ſuch extraordinary men ſhould ' 
be as oppoſite in their private characters as in their 
ublic career. Iv debate, Mr Fox is vehement, 
r. Pitt cool. The one is frank and open, the other 
cloſe and reſerved. 'The urbanity of the ex-minifter 
gains him friends among all parties; the hauteur and 
ung froid of the Premier does not conciliate even his 
aflociates. Mr. Pitt is the ſame guarded and un- 
bending politician in his ſocial hours that he is in the 
Houſe of Commons. 
In private life his ſole pleaſures are of an official and 
convivial nature. | | 
Ambition is the ruling and maſter. paſſion of his 
ſoul, before which every other ſinks into inſignifl- 
cance x at the ſhrine of this goddeſs, and at that of 
Bacchus, he is ſuppoſed alone to pay his devotions. 
That his health and talents may not ſuffer by the lat- 
ter, and that his country may proſper under the inſla- 
ence of the former, is the earneſt wiſh of the writer 
of this article. J. W. 
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ERASMUS DARWIN, NM. PD. F. R. S. 


IS the ſon of a gentleman of landed property, near 
Newark upon-TJrent. From a country ſchool he was 
transferred to the univerſity, and entered at St. 
John's, Cambridge, where, being intended for the 
practice of medicine, he took the degree of M. B. 
in 1755 and in his theſis defended the opinion that 
the motion of the heart and arteries are produced by 
the immediate ſtimulus of the blood. | 

Oa the death of the preſent king's father, waen all 
the men of talents in the nation bewailed the 10% of a 
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prince whom they had fondly conſidered as future 
Mzcenas, he contributed to the Cambridge collec. 
tion of odes and elepies ; but his verſes on that occa- 
fion do not ſeem to have argued any great chance for 
celebrity, as they were undiftinguiſhed from the ex- 
ertions of far inferior men, and afforded no great 
promiſe of future excellence. Fn OG 
After an education admirably adapted to his in- 
tended profeſſion, and a previous degree of M. D. 
Dr. Darwin determined to 3 and finding the 
buſineſs of the capital entirely monopolized by a few 
men of celebrity, brought into notice by the zeal of 
friends, family connexion, and the recommendation 
and intereſt of the great, he determined to ſettle in 
the country. Luckily for the city of Litchfield, that 
place was 3 upon for the ſcene of his labours, 
and he reſided there for a great number of years. If 
he ſtill retained a taſte for poetry, it was either care- 
fully ſuppreſſed, or the favours of the muſe concealed; 
he, however, diſtinguiſhed himſelf as a philoſopher 
and phy fician, for as far back as 1758, he publiſhed 
in vol. 50 of the Philoſophical Tranſactions, . An 
Attempt to confute the opinion of Henry Earle, con- 
cerning the Aſcent of Vapour ;” and, © an Account of 
the Cure of a periodical Hzmoptoe, by keeping the 
Patient awake.“ This was followed by“ Experi- 
ments on Animal Fluids in the exhauſted receiver.” 
In the mean time, he had bred his ſon Charles, a 
_ promiſing young man, to his own profeſſion, and ſent 
him to Edinburgh, at that time, as now, the preat 
European ſchool of phyſic. - There he was unfortu- 
nately carried off by a fever, at the very time he was 
. eaquiring into the nature and cure of diſeaſes, &c. 
"7 he had attained-the 20th year of his age! To 
the ſorrowing father was left the mournful taſk of be- 
ing the editor of his poſthumous work ; and he ac- 
cordingly publiſhed, in 1780, Experiments eſtab- 
liſhing a Criterion between Mucilaginous and Puru- 
lent Matter: and an Account of the Retrograde Mo- 
tions of the Abſorbent Veſſels of Animal Bodies in 
ſome Diſeaſes,” — 
* 3 
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In 1982, the Botanical Society of Litchfield pub- 


| liſhed Linnzus* «* Syſtem of Vegetables,” which is 
thought to have been chiefly the production of Dr. 


Darwin, one of its two principal members. 


Early in 1789, Dr. Darwin, enliſted again by ſci- 
ence in the train of the muſes, burſt forth like a co- 


met in the hemiſphere of poetry, by the publication - 


of the & Botanical Garden; Part II“. of which; 
containing. ©* the Loves of the Plants,” then made 
its firſt appearance. The idea of the ſexual ſyſtem 
had been long before elucidated by the great Swe- 
diſh naturaliſt ; and it indeed ſeems to have been co- 
eval with, and moſt probably, long anterior to, 
Claudian : | 

Vivunt in Venerem frondes; nemus omne per altum, 

Felix arbor amat; nutant ad mutua Palmæ 


Fædera, populco ſuſpirat Populus ictu, 
Et Platani Platanis, Alnoque aſſibelat Alnus.“ 


The poem conſiſts of four cantos ; the three firſt of 


which are followed by a dialogue, and the preface 


contains a ſummary of the Linnæan arrangement. 
The intention of this part of the work is to render an 


attachment to Botanical ſtudies at once more common. 
and more delightful. : 


„% Boranic Mvex | who, in his later age, 

„Led dy your airy hand the Swediſh ſage, 

«© Bade his keen eye your ſecret haunts explore, 
„On dewy del}, high wood, and winding ſhore; 
« Say on each leaf how tiny graces dwell 

«© How laugh the pleaſures in a bloſfom' bell; 
„How iuſect- loves ariſe on cobweb wings, 

Aim their light ſhafts, and point their little ſtings.” 


The ſcientific turn of the notes, and the agreeable 


medium of the poetry +, excited an uncommon degree 
. e 


1 — 


* * — 


Four editions of this volume, and three of the ſecond, have 


been already publiſhed. | 

+ Some of the lines are peculiarly expreflive, ſuch as 
On her fair bolom fits the Demon ape 

„ Erett, and balances his bloated ſhape ; + 


« * 
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of curiodty for the publication of Paft I, containiag 
the Economy of Vegetation, which, on account 
of ſome experiments, was delayed until 1791. On 
this occaſion, he recurs to Lucretius : | 


« It Ver, et Venus; et Veneris præenuncius ante 
 * Pennatus graditur Zephyrus Veſtigia propter, 
Flora quibus mater, preſpergens ante Viai 

* Cuntta coloribus egregiis et odoribus opplet,” 


At the beginning of Canto I. the genius of the 
place, the ſcenery of which borrowed trom a garden, 
- about a mile from Litchfield, where a cold bath was 
. erected by Sir John Floyer, ſolicits the appearayce 
of the goddeſs who preſides over botany, who, on 
her deſcent, is received by Spring and the Elements. 
Then follows the exploſion of chaos, the re voiution 
of the ſtars, the appearance of lightning, the rain- 
bow, luminous flowers, the glow-worm, fire-fly, 
electric- cel, meduſa, ſteam- engine, &c, | 
The following lines deſerve great praiſe ; and not 
the leaſt merit is, that poſterior diſcoveries ſeem 
to be faſt realizing the predictions of the poet: 


Soon ſhall thy arm, vnconqver*D errant! afar 

Drag the flow barge, or erive the rapid ear; 
Or on wide-waving wings, expanded, bear 

Thy flying chariot through the fields of air. 

* * Fair crews triumphant leaning from above, 
Shall wave their flutt'ring kerchiefs as they move; 
Or warrior-bands alarm the gaping croud, | 
And armies ſhrink beneath the ſhadowy cloud. 

© So mighty Hercules v'er many a clime 
Wav'd his huge mace in Virtue's cauſe ſublime 
Uameaſur'd ſtrength with early art combin'd, 
Aw'd, ſerv'd, protected, and amaz'd mankind — 
1 uh 


— 


« Rells in their marbl: orbs tis gergen- eyes, 
« Anddrinks with leathern cars her tender cries.” 
The © vampire-wings" of the Ague, © the young wonder,“ 
55 which the cherubs, while riding on their little reeds, 
** touch. the ſliding ſnail, 
« Admirelin eye-tip'd horns, and painted mail,” Gs,” 
are expreſſions peculiarly felicitons, + 


The 
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Phe ſecond canto commences with an addrefs to the —_—] 
Gomes. We then find the earth'throwrt from a vol- "vl 
cano of the ſun; its atmoſphere, ocean, and journey 1 
througlr the zodiac are deſcribed. We then hear of If 
prime val iſlands, paradiſe, or the golden age; the 
firſt great earthquakes, continents raifed from the ſea, 


It 
n 


c. IRE n 
The third, and laſt canto, commences with an ad- 
dreſs to the nymphs ; next follows the theory of rain, 
and of tides ; an account of marine animals, rivers, 
boiling, fountains in Iceland, and warm” medicinal” 

ſprings, ſuch as Buxton, &c. &c. 
It is eaſy to perceive; in this very intereſting per- 
forthance, that Dr. Darwin has had recouxſe to the 
Roſicrueian machinery, in bis © Botanic Garden,” 
for thè ſame reaſon that Pope adopted it, in his cele- 
brated poem of the Rape of the Lock.” In the 
formation of the planets, be employs'the doctrines of 
Buffon; in his natural hiſtory, he bends at the ſhrine 
of the Swede, While he follows the new doctrines re- 
ſpecting air, from the Prieſtleian and Lavoiſerian 
yſtems. 4 n 1 
A dtep attention to botany, and a thorough con- 1 
viction of the advantages ariſing from ſyſtem, in- 
duced Dr. Darwin to turn his mind towards the im- 
provement of his on profeſſion, and to become, as 
it were, the Linnæus of Medicine. Impreſſed with 
this novel idea, in the beginning of 1794 he publiſhed 
the firſt volume of his Zoonomia, or the Laws of 8 
Organic Life,” in which, leaving his former work in 1 
poſſeſſion of the vegetable world he propoſes ** to. 
t reduce the facts belonging to animal life into claſ- 
„ ſes, orders, genera, and ſpecies; and by com- 
„ paring them with each other, to unravel the the- 
* ory of diſeaſes.” . : 
Much Fer matter is given in ſeparate ſec- 
tions, reſpecting the immediate organs of ſenſe; and 
An able theory of ideas follows. We next meet with 
the laws of animal cauſation, and an exemplification 
of the tranſitions of irritative into ſenſative, and of 
ſeuſative ipto voluntary motions ; on this occaſion, 
aa ve 
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. we find a diſſertation on un perceived ideas, and learn, 
that all our perceptions are ideas excited by irrita- 
* tion, and 1 by ſenſation.” Reſpecting 
the doQrines of /timulus and exertion, the author is a 
eat advocate for the ſyſtem of the late unfortunate 
r. Brown, which he ably and amply elucidates and 
explains. | | 
Proceeding in an aſcending ratio, he conſiders ſleep 
and reverie, giddineſs and drunkenneſs ; with an ac- 
count of the diſeaſes ariſing from the laſt of theſe, &c, 
In 1796,: vol. II. made its appearance; and as the 
former may be confide:ed as ſtrictly theoretical, this 
contains a practical application of the principles, and 
is divided into two grand ſections; containing, firſt, 
the nature and cure of particular diſeaſes; and, ſe- 


cCondly, the operation of medicines. 


Ot this work, it has been ſaid by a celebrated pro- 
feſſor of the medical art, that the « Zoonomia bids 
« fair to do for phy ſic, what the Principia of Sir 
« Iſaac Newton has done for natural philoſophy:“ 
after this, it would be folly to add our mite of praiſe. 
Dr. Darwin now refides at Derby, where he en- 
joys an extenſive practice, and univerſal eſteem, 
While his ample and capacious mind graſps the grand- 
eſt operations of nature, he can yet condeſcend to 
comparatively infinite ſubjects, provided they be con- 
nected with human happineſs. A proof of this exiſts 
in the attention lately paid by him to a ſubject in 
which the deareſt intereſts of ſociety are involved 
the education of females—or the beſt means of 

making affectionate daughters, good wives, and ten- 
der mothers ! | 


SIR GEORGE LEON. STAUNTON; BART. 
IS the ſon of a gentleman, of ſmall fortune, in the 


kingdom of Ire And, and was ſent by his parents, 
early in life, to ſtudy medicine at Montpelier, 27 


1 - 


7 


8 


A' 


ſe- 


taun, and in the ſeizure © 
ſeemed to have been preparing to act by Lord Ma- 
cartney as had been before done by the unfortunate 
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he tool the degree of M. D. After he had finiſhed 


© his ſtudies, he repaired to London, where he em- 


ployed himſelf in tranſlating ſome medical eſſays, 
written by Dr. Storck of Vienna; and, with won- 
derful facility in the knowledge of different languages, 
he at the ſame time drew up in French, for the Jour- 
nal Etranger, a compariſon between the literature of 
England and France. 
bout the year 1762, Dr. Staunton embarked for 
the Weſt Indies, as we find from a farewell letter 
written to him by the late Dr. Johnſon, given by Mr. 
Boſwell, in his life of that great man. This letter is 
replete with excellent advice, and does equal credit 
to the writer and the perſon to whom it is addreſſed. 

Dr. S. reſided for ſome years in the Weſt-Indies, 
where he acquired a genteel addition to his fortune 
by the practice of phy ſick; purchaſed an eftate in 
Grenada, which he cultivated ; and had the good 
fortune to obtain the friendſhip of the preſent Lord 
Macartney, governor of that iſland, to whom he 
ated as ſecretary, and continued in that capacity un- 
til the capture of it by the French, when they both 
embarked for Europe. Having ſtudied the law, Sir 
George, while at Grenada, ſerved the office of At 
torney- General of the iſland. . 

Soon after Lord Macartney's arrival in England, 
he was appointed governor of Madraſs, and took 
Mr. S. with him (for he ſeems now to have loſt the 
appellation of Door) as his ſecretary. In this capa- 


city, Mr. 8. had ſeveral opportunities of diſplaying 


his abilities and intrepidity, particularly as one of the 
commiſſioners ſent to treat of * with Tippoo Sul- 


Lord Pigot. Mr. 8. was ſent with a ſmall party of 
ſeapoys to arreſt the general, which he effected with 

great ſpirit and prudence, and without bloodſhed, 
On his return to England, the India Company 
fettled on him a penſion of 500l. per annum, the kin 
| create 


Lo 


General Stuart, who 
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created him a baronet of Ireland, and the Univerfity 
of Oxford conferred on him the degree of L. L. D. 

It having been reſolved to ſend an embaſſy to Chi - 
na, Lord Macartney was ſelected for that purpoſe, 
and he took his old friend and countryman along with 
bim, who was not only appointed ſecretary to the 

embaſly, but had 3 title of envoy extraordinary 
and minilter plenipotefitiary beitowed on him, in or- 
der to be able to ſupply the place of the ambaſſador, 
in caſe of any unfortunate accident. 

The events of this. embaſſy, which on the whole 
proved rather unpropitious, are well known, and are 
2 to the public in two quarto volumes, written 

y Sir George“. When we conſ.der the ſhort time 
he took to compile them, and the ſevere illneſs he 
actually laboured under at the time, and with which 
he was attacked ſoon after his return, we cannot 
withhold our praiſe and approbation. ; 

As a further proof of the eſteem in which the India 
Company held Sir George Staunton, they. appointed 
his ſon, who accompanied him inthe voyage, a wri- 
ter to Chins; and had the father's health permitted, 
he would again have attended Lord Macartney in 
ſome honourable and confidential tation to his go- 
vernment at the Cape of Good Hope. 

The memoirs of Sir George Staunton, if drawn up 
at full length, would exhibit à ſtrong and ardent 
mind, labouring occaſionally under difficulties, and 
ſurmounting dangers by patience, talents and intre- 
pidity. His conduct in the ſeizure of General Stu- 
art, demonſtrates his reſolution and preſence of mind; 
and when treating with Tippoo, he had the addreſs 
to induce M. Suffrein to ſuſpend hoRilities, even be- 
fore ke had received advice from his court of the 
treaty of peace being ſigned between Great Britain 
and France. 


*The Dutch Eaſt Company have ſince undertaken a fimilar 
embaſſy, and we underſtand the very intereſting narrative of 
it by Vay Braam, will ſhortly make its appearance in the 
Engliſh language, i | 1 
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Dr. JOSEPH PRIESTLEY, F. R. s. Ke. 
0 : | 1 : | ; 
The names of Galileo and of Prieſtley, excite a 
multitude of melancholy ideas Late poſterity will, 
however, do them juſtice ; and although too late to 
be heard by the injured individuals, will rectify the 
miſtaken opinions of their contemporaries: It will 
be ſcarcely believed, indeed, that within a few years 


of the commencement of the 19th century, an illuſ- 


trious philoſopher ſhould have.been driven from his . 
native ccuntfy on account of his ſuppoſed political 
opinions; and that. a brutal mob ſhould have been 
allowed, in the name of Church and King,“ to 
have deſtroyed” his dwelling, threatened his perſon, 
and rendered his life unſafe, in the land which gave 
him bfrth' tl 4.54 

Dr. Joſeph Prieſtley was born March't 3th, 1733, 
at Birſtell-eld-head, near Leeds, in Yorkſhire. — 
Fhis part of the country, for a ſong ſeries of years, 
has been. celebrated for its manufactures, and the 
Prieſtleys were one of the firſt families engaged in 
the broad- cloth trade. The Doctor, while only ſe- 
ven years of age, was taken into the houſe of an 


aunt, Mrs, Keighley, and was brought up by her 


huſband, who having no child of bis own, adopted, 
and appears to have trarisferred that affection to him, 
which nature had intended for his own offspring. | 
Mr. Joſeph Keighley, after pet hoc 7, wir 
was, moſt probably, named, was a remarkable cha- 
rafter, He had been once, like St. Paul, a great 
perſecutor, and like him too became a convert. So- 


violent was he againſt the. diſſenters, that he was ac- 


cuſtomed to find out their meetings, Which, during: 
the times of perſecution, began about eleven o'clock 
at night, and ended at two o'clock in the morning. 
Happening once to diſcover their place of worſhip, 
he determined to ſecrete himſelf in a convenient place, 
in order to develope their heterodoxical tenets, ex- 


pole 


66 "DR. PRIESTLEY. 


poſe their hereſies, detect their. plots, and deliver 
them over to the vengeance of the civil magiſtrate. 
The event, however, was far different from what 
might have been expected from a man ſeemingly led 
aſtray by blind prejudices ; for after attending to 
their rights, inſtead of delivering the miniſter up to 
puniſhment, he took him home to his houſe, and ſu 

ported him there, until liberty was opened to the ſe. 

Under this ſingular perſon, Joſeph Prieſtley was 
brought up, and ſoon diſcovered an amazing attach- 
ment to learning. At the age of eleven, he ſur- 
priſed all who ſaw him, in conſequence of his early 
proficiency. At that time, he read, or rather de- 
voured, Bunyan's works ; and it was then thought 
that he would become one of the firſt Calviniſtical 
teachers of his day. But as the Prieſtleys were then 
m a flouriſhing ſtate, and acquired a certain degree 
of opulence and conſideration by trade, they were in- 
clined to bring him up to buſineſs. He, however, 
was at laſt ſent to the academy at Daventry, under 
the care of Dr. Aſhworth, with an intention of being 
bred to the diſſenting. miniſtry, and his uncle dying. 
his aunt paid the expences of his education. 

But while the zealots for Calviniſm were looking 
forward with complacency to the time when their 
apoſtle was to commence his pious labours, a change 
took place, from: conviction 1n his religious tenets ; 
for at this period he became acquainted with ſome 
Arian and Baxterian miniſters, whoſe arguments ap- 
| peared to be ſtronger than thoſe with whom he had 
heretofore been accuſtomed to aſſociate. 

When about tweaty years of age, he ſettled, for 
a little time, with a congregation at Needham in 
Suffolk; but a3 the opinions of the teacher did not 
correſpond with thoſe of his flock, and he was too 
honeſt to conceal his ſentiments, he was ſoon deſert- 
ed. In this ſituation he accepted of an invitation to 
Namptwich in Cheſhire ; although thoſe who wiſhed 
for his moral and ſpiritual aſſiſtance were not able to 
promiſe him more than zol. per annum. In order to 
eke out this ſcanty income, he ated as a ſchoolmaſ- 
ter; 
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ter; and happening to attract the notice of men ca- 
ron of appreciating his worth, he ſoon acquired ce- 
11 

At this time, there exiſted a college at Warring- 
ton, in which the ſons of many reſpectable diſſenters 
were brought up, and-where alſo a great number of 
young men were qualified for the miniſtry. Thither 
Mr. Prieftley was invited, and taught the belles lettres 
in that inftitution, then in the zenith of its reputation. 

As it was now a proper time for him. to ſettle in. 
life, and the means of maintaining a family preſented 
itſelf, he determined to marry; and was accordingly 
united to Miſs Wilkinſon, daughter of Mr. Wilkin- 
ſon, of Briſtol. 2 

But the period had now arrived; however, when a 
grow revolution was to take pla in this once cele- 
rated and flouriſhing ſeminary, The principal ſup- 
rters of the academy, and thoſe who had been moſt 
iberal in their ſubſcriptions, being cut off in the 
courſe of nature, and not being- ſucceeded by men. 
equally warm in their zeal, a ſpeedy diſſolution was 
fhreatened. 

At this time the Doctor received an invitation to 
preſide over a flouriſhing and opulent congregation 
at Leeds, and wag adviſed by his friends to remove 
thither. * 3 a | 

After ſome years reſidence there, Lord Shelburne, 
now Marquis of Lanſdowne, engaged him to ſuperin- 
tend the education of his eldeſt fon, Lord Wycomb, 
and he continued in that capacity during ſeven years. 
Art the end of that period, he retired with an annuity 
of 150]. per annum: had he remained ten years, the 
ſum would have amounted to 2501, ; and fourteen 
years” attendance would have raiſed it to zool. accord. 
ing to previous agreement. ä 5 

Soon after this, he had an invitation to Birming- 
ham, where he continued until his place of reſidence, 
and the meeting-houſe in which he officiated, were 
both burnt to the ground ! 

A little ſubſequent to this cataſtrophe, Dr. Prieſt- 
ley ſucceeded his old friend, Dr. Price, in the diſ- 

| ſenting 
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ſenting meeting af Hackney 3; but his ſituation being 
rendered particularly unpleaſant, and even unſafe, 
on account of the times, he purchaſed an eſtate in 
America, and removed thither in 1794. 

Since his arrival in America, he has experienced 
many diſtinguiſhed marks of favour and civility ; but 
theſe have been counterbalanced by ſevere afflictions, 
for he has buried a wife and a fon. 5 
a The publications of Dr. Prieſtley are ſo numerous, 

that a bare analyſis of them would fill a volume of it- 
44 ſelf. Hiſtory, Divinity, Education, Politics, Phi- 
| loſophy, Metaphyſics—all theſe, at different times, 
_ have been the fubject df his lucubratrons. But it is as 
*x an experimental philoſopher, that his name and his 
works will be handed down to poſterity, His chemi- 
cal labours do honour ts the nation that produced and 
exiled him. It is to him we are indebted for a know- 
ledge of the element in which we exiſt ; and, alas! at 
the very moment he had extended the empirs of ſei- 
ence, and analyſed the properties of air, he was, ina 
manner, interdicted that of his native country, and 
forced to breath the atmoſphere of another hemiſphere 1 
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MR. TAYLOR, THE PLATONIST. 


THE ſubject of this article from his enthuſiaſtick 
and undiverted attachment to the religion and philo- 
ſophy of Plato, has.been called by different writers, 
the modern Pletho®,” © the Apoſtle of Paganiſmy,” 
and ** the gentile prieſt of England+.” 5 


ln the ſecond edition of the Curioſities of Literature. 
See Analytical Review of his Salluſt. 
+ See Purſuits of Literature. 


Herculean 


* 
, un. TAYLOR, TRE OLASOTISY> 69 


This very fingular man was born in London, in 
the year 1758, of obſcure but worthy parents; and 
though in his literary career he has accompliſhed 
Herculean labours, yet we are informed that his 
body has been from his childhood weak and diſeaſed; 
for at the early period of ſix years of age, alarming 
ſymptoms of a conſumption induced his family to 


remove him for three years to Staffordſhire. On 


returning thence, in his ninth. year, he was ſert to 
St. Paul's ſchool, to be educated for a diflenung 
miniſter. Here, it ſeems, he ſoon gave indications 
of that contemplative turn of mind, and that averſion 
to merely verbal diſquiſitions, which have fiuce be- 

come ſuch predominant features in his character. In 
| proof of this, Mr. Ryder, one of the maſters of 


the ſchool, whenever a ſentence occurred remarkably 


moral or grave, in any clafſick which young Taylor 
was tranſlating to him, would always preface it by 
ſaying to the youthful Platoniſt: “ Come, here is 
ſomething worthy the attention of a philoſopher. *” 
The boy, indeed, was ſo diſguſted with the arbitrary 
manner in which the dead languages are taught in 
that, as well As in all other publick ſchools, that he 
entreated, and at length prevailed on his father to 
take him home, and abandon his deſign of educating 
him for the miniſtry. The parent complied indeed, 
but with great reluctance, as he conſidered che office 
of a diflenting miniſter, the molt deſirable and the 
moſt enviable employment upon earth ! 

About this time Mr. T. happened to become ac- 
quainted with a Miſs Morton, the eldeſt daughter of 
a reſpectable coal merchant in Doctor's Commons, for 
whom, although he was but twelve years of age, he 


conceived ſucn an attachment, as neither time nor 


* Thas too, at an 1 0 period, one of the firſt ſcholar: of 
the age, diſcovered the critical turn of hi mind: for when, 
on reading the Latia Teſtameat, at Jeſus was printed inſ cad of 
ait Jeſus, he ſhrew(dly conjectured that at muſt be a verb, and 
be derived from as. 
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diſtance could diſſolve or impair. This young lady 
(his preſent wife) had received an elegant education, 
and united with an agreeable perſon, uncommon mo- 


often declared that he was then as deeply in love as 


— 


Ra ſty, liberality and artleſs manners. Mr. T. has 


the moſt famous hero of romance, and that to ſee and 


converſe with his adored fair one, formed the very 
ſummit of his wiſhes. | | 

During Mr. T's reſidence at home, while his fa- 
ther was yet undetermined as to his future ſituation, in 
life, he happened to meet with Ward's Young Ma- 
thematician's Guide, and was ſo ſtruck, in looking 
over the book, with the ſingularity of negative quanti- 
ties, when multiplied together producing poſitive 
ones, that he immediately cenceived a ſtrong deſire 
to become acquainted with mathematicks. His fa- 
ther, however, who was deeply ſkilled' in modern 
theology, but utterly unacquainted with this ſublime 
and moſt uſeful ſpecies of learning, was, it ſeems, 
averſe to his ſon's engaging in ſuch a courſe of ſtudy ; 
but Mr. T's ardour ſoon enabled him to triumph over 
all oppoſition, by devoting the hours of reſt to mathe- 
matical lucubrations, though to accmpliſh this he 
was obliged to conceal a tinder-b under his pillow. 
To chis early acquaintance with theſe leading 
branches of mathematical ſciences, arithmetick, al- 
gebra, and geometry, Mr. T. aſcribes his preſent 
unrivalled attachment to the philoſophy of Plato, and 
all the ſubſtantial fehcity of his life. . 

About this time, viz. at the age of fifteen. Mr. T. 
was placed under an uncle-1in-law at Sheerneſs, who 
happened to be one of the officers of that dock yard. 
Here at his leifure hours, which were but few, he 
ſtill purſued the ſtudy of the ſpeculative part of ma- 
thematicks ; for he was of opimon that thoſe ſciences 
were degraded when apphed to praQtical affairs, with- 
out then knowing that the ſame ſentiment had been 
. adopted by Pythagoras, Plato, and, Archimedes. 
Here, likcwite, he read Bolingbroke and Hume, and 
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by ſtudying their works become a convert to the ſcen-—Föʒ⁊ 
tical philoſophy. _ F | 
The behaviour, however, of his uncle-in-law was T3 
ſo very tyrannical, and his opportunities for the ac- 
quifition were ſo very inadequate to his thirſt for p 
knowledge, that after having been in what he conſi- 4 
dered a ſtate of ſlavery during three years, he deter- _— 


mined to break his fetters, and, as he could find no | = 
other refuge from oppreſſion, caſt himſelf once more ' 
into the arms of- the church. | 3 

For this Lars he left Sheerneſs, and became, F4 
during the ſpace of two years, a pupil of one of the E | 1 
moſt celebrated diſſenting preachers. Under this gen- } bl 
tleman he recovered bis Lnowledge of the rudiments 


of the Latin and Greek tongues, but made no great 
advances in the attainment of thoſe languages, as his | = 
mind,” naturally propenſe to the ſtudy of things, re- 18 | 
quired an uncommon ſtimulus, to make it ſtoop to an [ 
attention to words, This ſtimulus, the philoſophy of 1 
Plato and Ariſtotle could alone inſpire, us 
Mr. T. it ſeems, during this courſe of minifterial Fo 
ftudy renewed with redoubled ardour his acquaintance ” 
with Miſs M.; and what indeed is fingular in the ex- 4 
treme, was able to unite in amicable league, court- : 
ſhip and ſtudy. Hence he applied himſelf to Greek Wi | 
Lacs in the day, paid his addreſſes to his fair one i 11 
in the evening, and had the courage to begin and read 1 
through the Latin quarto of Simpſon's Conic Sections | 
at night. s | 
About this time Mr. T. entered on the ſtudy of the I 
modern philoſophy, and thinking himſelf qualified by | 
his knowledge of the more obſtruſe parts of the ma- | 
thematics, to underſtand the ſyſtem of the univerſe as | 
delivered in the Principia of Newton, he began to 
read that difficult work. We are informed, howe- 7 
ver, that he ſoon cloſed the book with diſguſt, ex- 
. claiming, ** Newton is indeed a great mathematician, 
« but no philofopher !” He was principally iaduced 
it ſeems to form this concluſion, by Sir Iſaac's aſſer- 
tion 


* 
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tion“ « that every the leaſt poſſible particle of matter 
* or body, attracts all bodiewat all diſtances ; that 


the being, whatever it is, that attracts or impels 
% bodies towards each other, proce !s from thoſe bo- 


« dies to which it belongs, and penetrates the whole 
e ſubſtance of tie bodies on which it acts.“ It ap. 
peared to bim, that from this aſſertion it muſt inevi- 
tably follow, that bodies act immediately or by them- 


ſelves, without the intervention of any other being, 
in a place where they are net, ſince attraction is the 


immediate action of attracting bodies; that they thus, 
act in many places at the ſame time; that they pene- 
trate each other; and. that the leaſt particle of matter 
is extended as far as the limits of the univerſe : all 
whick conſequences he conſidered. as glaringly abſurd, 

Thus far the ſtream of Mr. T.'s life may be ſaid to 
have run with an equal tenour, limpid, and unruffled, 
compared with its courſe in the ſucceeding period, in 
which it reſembled ſome dark rider rolling with im- 
petuous rage to the main. 

The time now drew nigh, in which Mr. T. was to 


leave his fair one for the univerſity. - But as her fa- 
ther, in his abſence, intended to marry. her to a man 


of large fortune, who had made her the offer of his 


hand, Miſs M. to ſecure herſelf from the zprannical 
exertion of parental authority, generouſly conſented 


to unite herſelf to our philoſopher, on condition that 
nothing further than the marriage ceremony took 


place, till he had finiſned his ftudies at Aberdeen, 
This he immediately aſſented to, and the indiſſoluble 


knot was tied. * 

But when the fates are adverſe, how vam are the 
moſt prudent proje&s ! how unfortunate the moſt ge- 
nerous intentions! The low cunning of Mr. I. “s 
mother-in-law Ciicovered the ſecret, ſdon after the 
union of the platyuuick pair; who, from a combina- 
tion of ecclciiaiincai zudignation with parental. rage, 
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ls were for a time expoſed to the "inſult of undeſerved 
o- reproach, the bitterneſs of real diſtreſs. | 
le 2 * A find; however, that Mr. and Mrs. 
arents on this occafion': Mr. T. 
i- urch 2 his father's condu& to the —— 
n- niſrepreſentation of his mother-in-law, and the 
g. of the church, and Mrs. T. to the unnatural and 
ie $f conduct of ſome of her very near relations, 


Us, Whether Mr. T.'s great averſion to preſbyterians 
en and preſbyterian miniſters, originated in this or ſome 
er other eircumſtance, we are unable to determine. 


Certain, however, it is, that he has ever ſince con- 
d. fdered the clergy of this deſcription, as men impla- 
0 table in their reſentments, whom neither pity can 
, ſoften, nor penitence appeaſe ; and has often been 
n heard to ſay, that of all the chriſtian ſeats, the mem- 
. bers of the church of England are the beſt, and the 
preſby tet ians the worſt. : 
Such indeed was the diſtreſſed ſituation of this 
n at this period, that we are informed 
no more than ſeven ſhillings to ſubſiſt on, 
for 8 a twelvemonth! This was owing to 
'the baſe artifice of one of Mrs. T.”*s" relatives, who 
was left executor, and who rata on - her father, 
u this time in a dying ſtate, to let him pay her what 
he had left her as he pleaſed. Mr. T. er deavoured ãn- 
leed to obtain employment as an uſher to a boardin 
ſchool ; but it was ſometime before he was able to 
ſect this, as he was abandoned both by friends aadar- 
latives, and could not even borrow- ten ſhillings and 
fix-pence, which it ſeems is the uſual fee of tho who 
procure ſuch ſituations. 
At length he was ſeparated from his partner in af- 
liction, and ſettled as uſher to a boarding-ſchool at 
Paddington. As his embarraſſments were ſuch, that 
he was unable to remove Mrs. T. from Camberwell, 
where ſhe then reſided, and the only time he was per- 
nitted to ſee her was on Saturday afternoop/ he could 
tD enjoy 
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enjoy bur little of her company. This little, howe. 


and the remembrance of paſt 
. preſumed, be loſt in the — 


ver, was doubtlefs dear in proportion to its brevity, 


ain would, it may be 
Mrs: T.'s. affection was, indeed, as we are in- 


formed, ſo great for her unfortunate huſband, that 


though then in a ſtate of pregnancy, ſhe almoſt de- 


prived herſelf of the neceſſaries of life, that ſhe might 


purchaſe out of her weekly pittance of ſeven ſhillings 


. comfortable dinner for Mr. T. on Saturday; and 


letters, it ſeems, during this painful ſeparation paſſed 
between them, replete with ſentiments which expreſs 


the moſt tender and difintereſted regard. - 


with ſuch a ſeparation 


_» Mr. T. however, finding the ſituation of an uſher 


in itſelf extremely diſagreeable, and when attended 

fem his partner in calami y, 
intolerable, determined if. poſſible to obtain a leſs 
irk ſome employment; and at length, by the exertions 
of his few. friends, heę obtained a clerk's place in a 


reſpectable banking-houſe in the city. In this ſitua · 


tion, however, he at firſt ſuffered greatly; for as his 
income was but fifty pounds a year, and this paid 


quarterly, and as he had not any money to ſpare for 


himſelf, and could not from his embarraſſments quit 


his lodgings at Camberwell, he was unable to pro- 


cure nutriment in the courſe of the day, adequate to 


the great labours he endured. Hence, he was ſo ex- 


hauſted by the time he reached home in the evening, 


&— =» 


that he frequently fell ſenſeleſs on the floor. _ 
Me are informed that Mr. T. ſoon after he was ſet- 


tled in this new employment, took a houſe at Wal- 


worth; by the aſſiſtance of a friend, who had been 
his ſchoolſellow :; finding a refidence at ſome ſmall 


diſtance from town, neceſſary for his own health and 
that of Mrs. T. and much more favourable to the 


cultivation of his mind, of which he never ſeems 


to have loſt ſight, even amidſt the laſſitude of bo- 


dily 


common fatigue, and the immediate preflure of 
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We are informed that Mr. T. ſoon after he was 
ſettled in this new employment, took a houſe at 
Walworth, by the aſſiſtance of a friend, who had 
been his ſchool-fellow ; finding a reſidence at ſome 
{mall diſtance from town, neceſſary for his own 
health and that of Mrs. T. and much more favoura- 
ble to the cultivation of his mind, of which he 
never ſeems to have loſt fight, even amidſt the lafli- 
tude of bodily - weakneſs, the pain incident to un: 


want. x | 
About this time Mr. T's ſtudies, it ſeems, were 
chiefly confined to chemiſtry, Of all the authors in 
this branch of natural 1 he was moſt 
attached to Becher, whole Phyfica Subterranea he 
read with great avidity, and becume a complete 
convert to the doctrines of that illuſtrious chemiſt, 
He did not, however, negle@ mathematicks; but, in 
conſequence of having thought much on the quadra- 
ture of the circle, and belteving he had diſcovered a 
method by which the rectification of it might be 
eometrically, though not arithmetically, obtained, 
e found means to publiſh a quarto pamphlet on that 
3 which he entitled A new Method of 
reaſoning in Geometry.” The fubſtance of this 
pamphlet, as it did not attract the attention of the 
public, he has fince given to the world in a note, 


% 


in the firſt volume of his tranſlation of Proclus on 


Euclid. 

Hitherto Mr. Taylor's ſtudies may be confidered 
as merely preparatory to thoſe ſpeculations, which 
were to diſtinguiſh him in the literary world; at 
leaſt, they are conſidered in this light by the fol- 
lowers of Plato. It appears too, that, without 
knowing it, he was led to the myſtie diſcipline of 
that ſublime philoſopher, in the exact order preſcrib- 


, ed by his diſciples; for he began with ſtudying the 


works of Ariſtotle. He was induced, it ſeems, to 
engage in this courſe of ſtudy, by a paſſage in Sir 
Renelm Digby's treatiſe © on Bodies and Man's 
„Soul,“ in which he ſays, that the name of 

E « Ariſtotle 
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« Ariſtotle vught never to be mentioned by ſcholars 
*.-but with reverence, on account of his incompara- 

e dle worth.” This eulogium from a man who was 

very far from being a Peripatetic, determined Mr. T. 

to enter on the ſtudy of Ariſtotle, as ſoon as he could 

- procure any of his works, and had ſufficiently. re- 
covered his knowledge of Greek. _ 

By a fortunate circumſtance, he ſoon met with 

a copy of that philoſophet's Phyſics, and before he 

had read a page, wasſo enamoured with his pregnant 

brevity, accuracy and depth, that he reſolved to 

make the ſtudy of Ariſtotle's philoſophy the great 

buſineſs of his life. Such, indeed, was his avidity 

to accompliſh this deſign, that he was ſoon able to 

read that great maſter in the original; and has often 

been heard to ſay, that he learned Greek rather 

through the Greek philoſophy, than the Greek phi- 

loſophy through Greek. 5 

However, as he was engaged every day in the 
banking - bouſe till at leaſt ſeven in the evening, and 
ſometimes till nine or ten, he was obliged to devote 
part of the. night to ſtudy. Hence we are informed, 
that for ſeveral years, While he was at the banker's, 
he ſeldom went to bed before two or threed'clock in 
he morning; and having, by contemplative habits, 
learned to diveſt himſelf during the time which he 
fe: apart for ſtudy of all concern about the common 
affairs of -life, his attention was not diverted from 

Ariſtotle, either by the-inconveniencies ariſing from 
| his flender -income, or ſolicitude about the buſineſs 
8 of the day. 

By the aſſiſtance of Ariſtotle's Greek Interpreters, 
therefore, Mr. T. read the Phyſics, books de Anime, 
de Cælo, Logic, Morals, and Metaphyſics, of that 
philoſopher: for, in the opinion of Mr. T. a man 
might as reaſonably expect co underſtand Archimedes, 
who had never read Euclid, as to comprehend either 
Ariſtotle or Plato, -who wrote obſcurely from deſign, 
without the aſſiſtance of their Greek commentators. 
Hence he has often been heard to ſay, that the folly 
of .negleQing the invaluable commentaries of the 

0 ancients, 
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mcients;* 6n thoſe philoſophers, is only to be equal- 
ed by the arrogance of ſuch as affect to defpiſe 
bem; ſinee theſe interpreters poſſeſſed a traditional 
knowledge of the Greek philoſephy, had books to 
conſult on that TubjeQ which are now loſt, ſpent their 
whole hves'in the ſtudy of it, were men of the 
deepeſt erudition, and muſt de infinitely bette 
qualified to explain the meaning of the text of Plato 
md Ariſtotle, than any modern can pretend to be, 
becauſe the Greek was their native tongue. Mr. L. 
eren carries his attachment to theſe Interpreters ſs 
fat as to aſſert, that from the oblivion in which they 
have been ſo long conceated, the philoſophy of Plato 
and Ariſtotle has not been aceurately. underſtood for 
opwards of a thouſand years. | 

Mr. T. therefore, Who, by diveſting himſelf at 
nigbt of thoſe habits of buſineſs which he had been 
contracting in the day, may be ſaid in this reſpect to 
have reſembled Penelope, made it a conſtant rule to 
digeſt what he had learned from Ariſtotle, while he 
was walking about with bills. This, when he was 
once maſter of his employment, he aecompliſhed 
vith great facility, without either committing miſ- 
akes, or retarding his buſineſs. We are, indeed, 
informed from good anthority, that while in that 
department, he Was always diſtinguiſhed for accuracy 
and diſpatch. -+ 400 WIEN 


Mr. T. having in this manner applied himſeif to 


the ſtudy of Ariſtotle; and preſuming that he was 
fufficiently inſtructed in bis philoſophy, betook him- 
felf to the more ſublime ſpeculations of Plato; con- 
idering the Peripateric diſcipline, 'when compared 
with that of Plato, as bearing the relation of the 
leſs to the greater myſteriesz and in this light it 
ſeems, the two philoſophies were always conſidered 

by the beſt of the Platoniſts, SH 4 
Mr. T. had not long entered on the ſtudy of Plato, 
before he met with the works of Plotinus, which he 
read, we are told, with an inſatiable avidity, and 
the moſt rapturous delight, notwithſtanding the 
fcurity' of his dition, and the profundity of his 
E 2 conception s. 
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ions, Alter bering been well imbued in the i 


doQrines. of: Plotinus, he; betook himſelf 40 the fix 
books of Proclus, on the Theology of Plato, a work ; 

which he found to be ſo uncommonly apſtruſe, that 
be bay been heard to, ſay, he did not thoroughly | 
underſtand it, till he had read it thrice; oyer, | 
\ While he was engaged in the ſtudy of Proclus, 
< who N upon the whole g be of all the Platoniſly 
Mr. T's greateſt favourite, the celebrated Mrz. 
Woalftoncraft, and her friend Miſs Blood, reſided 
with gur Philoſopher for nearly three months. Mt. 
T. has been known to obſerve of Mrs. W. that during 
her ftay with him, he thought ber a very modeſt, 
ſenſible, and * yaung 10 f that ſhe often 
heard him explain the doctriges of Plato, and was 
always pleaſed with bis/converſation on that ſubject; 
but confeſſed herſelf more inclined to an adive than 
a contemplative life. Sbe often too complimented 
him on the tranquility of bis manners, and uſed to 
call the little room Which he made his ſtudy, the 

% abegc.at pegel! „nd c eie 

Mr. T. obſerved, that he afterwards called on 
her when ſhe lived in George: ſtreet, and that, he has 
there drank wine with her out of a % c; Mrs. W. 
remarking at the time, that the did not give herſelf 
the trouble to think whether a wine - glaſs was not 
a neceſſary utenſil in a houſe. He added, he has 
heard her fay, „that one of the conditions ſhe 
*+ ſhould make previous to marriage, with the man 
++ the intended for her huſband, would be this 
that he ſhould never preſume to enter the room in 
* which ſhe was ſitting, till he had firt knocked at 
the door.” ; e . 
But to return from theſe eccentricities, which 
would not have been worthy of remark in a woman 
of leſs merit, to our Platoniſt. When Mr. T. had 
been nearly ſix years at the banking-houſe, he became 
fo diſguſted with the ſervility of the employment, 
and found his health ſo much impaired from the 
combination of ſevere bodily and mental efforts, 
added to an incurable diſorder in the bladder, 1 
* he 
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Je had Jaboured under for a long time, that he- 
determined to emancipate himſelf, if poſſible, from - 
very, and live by the exertion of his talents. | 
In order to effect this, he turned his attention to a 
ſubje&, which he had often thought on in the days 
of his youth, viz. the poſſibility of making a perpetual 
lamp ; as he was eonvinced, from Licetus and Biſhop - 
Wilkins, that ſuch lamps had been conſtructed by 
the ancients, He began; therefore, to make ſome * 
experiments with phoſphorus, determining for a 
while to deſcend from mind to matter, and ſtoop in 
order to conquer, In the courſe of thefe expetimenis 
he found that oit and falr boiled together, in a certain 
proportion, formed a fluid, which when phoſphorus - 


was immerfed in it, both preferved- and increaſed 


xs ſplendour. 


In conſequence. of this diſcovery; he exhibited at 


"the Free Miſons' tavern-a ſpecimen of phoſphoric 


light, ſufficient to read by at the diſtance of a yard; 
but the-room*in which this was ſhewn being ,ſinall, . 
and very, warm from the weather, and the number” 


ef perſons that came to ſee m, the phoſphqrus caught 


fire, and thus raifed ia prejudice againft the inven- - 
tion, Which could : nevef afterwards be removed.— - 
This exhibition, however procured Mr. T. fuch 
friends* as at Ea enabled him to emancipare him 
felf from the banker's, and procure ſubſiſtence for 
biinſelf and his family by literary toll.. 
"His firſt effort after this, to emerge Ibm obſcurity, 
was by ' compoſing twelve Lectures on the Platonic 


philoſophy, at the requeſt of Mr. Flaxman, the ſta- 


tuary, who had been one of the auditors of Mr. T's 
LeQures on Light, and who very benevolently pet- 
mitted him to read his Lectures in the largeſt room 
of his houſe. He likewiſe procured for him ſome 
very reſp ectable auditors, fuch as Sir Wm. Fordyce, - 
the Hon, Mrs. Damer, Mrs. Coſway, Mr. Romney, Ec. 
&, and was the nigans, of his becoming acquainted | 


+ This we are informed, was principally througti the mean of + 
Mr. Geo. Cumberland, the Author of leveral ingenious works. 
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with Mr. Bennet Langton, well known for his great 
intimacy with the late Dr Johnſon, 3 16S + 
Ts this gentleman he read his Platonic Lectures, 
with which, Mr. L, was ſo much pleaſed, as likewiſe 
- with the  conyerſation and uncommon application 
which our Platoniſt had given to ſtudy, that he at 
length mentioned him to the king, under the ap- 
pellation of @ gigantic reader, in hopes that the rays 
of roy l attention might! be ſo ſlrongly collected upon 
him, as to diſſipate the obſcurity in which he was 
then involved, and give additional, vigour and ardour 
to bis purſuits Mr. L. it ſeems, mentioned him 
_ thrice to his majeſty, who was pleaſcd to enquire 
_aftex his, fainily, and to expreſs his admiration of Mr 
T's ardour and perſeverance in the purſuit of know- 
Ege, in a ſituation ſo unfavourable to its acquiſition 
as that of a banker's clerk ; but we do not hnd that 
this well-meant effort on the part of Mr. L. procured 
our Platoniſt any patronage from the throne. 
About this time, Mr, F. became acquainted with 
Mr. William Meredith of Harley-place, a, circum- 
ance Which he juſtly conſiders as forming, hy far, 
one of the moſt important and. fortunate events of his 
life. This gentleman, as we are informed, in addi- 
tion to an ample fortune, poſſeſſes a moſt elegant and 
liberal mind; and though concerried in a very ex- 
tenſive trade, has found leiſure for the ſtudy of the 
beſt Engliſh writers, and the beſt Engliſh tranſlations 
of the. works of the ancients. He became deeply 
"enamoured with the doctrines of Plato, from reading 
Mr. Sydenham's tranſlation of ſome of that philoſo- 
pber's dialogues ;- and. this * fondneſs for Plato, at 
| . th occafioned his attachment to Mr, Taylor. 

e are happy in being able to aſſure the public, 
on good authority, {that under the very noble and 
ſingular patronage of this gentleman, and his brother 
Mr. George Meredith, Mr. T. was enabled to give 
the world his tranſlation of © the Hymns of Orpheus, 
the Commentaries of Proclus on Euclid» and 
the Fable of Cupid and Pſyche.“ The abilities a 
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the latter of theſe gentlemen inthe art he profeſſes*;- 
and his knowlege of the Gothic archireQure, which 
he has diſplayed in many beanciful drawings, have 
ſeldom been equalled, and will rarely be excelled. 
We likewiſe do net in the leaſt doubt but that Mr. 
T. in the courſe of his ſtormy: life, has experienced 
the liberality of theſe gentlemen-upon occaſions with 
which we ire entirely unacquainted. _ . | 

While Mr. T. was engaged, under the patronage- 
of Meſſrs. W. and G. M. in tranſl ting and illuſtrating 
at his leiſure hours the Commcntaries of Proelus (for 
the principal part of his time was employed in teach- 
ing the Claſſics), the Marquis de Valady took up his 
refidence for three or four months at Mr. T's houſe. 
As the public have already been much gratified with- 
mecdotes f of this ſingular character, and particularly 
with his adventures with Mr. T. we ſhall inſert in 
addition to thoſe, the following particulars, which 
our Platoniſt has been heard to mention. refpecting 
bim. „ | 

Tae Marquis, who profeſſed himfelf a rigid Py- 
thagorean, under the notion that a community of 
— in every thing was perfectly Pythagoric, 
often converſed with Mr. T. on this ſubject, and once 
aſked him, if he did not think it confiltent with Py- 
thagorean friendſhip,. fer the wife of the married to 
be ſhared by the unmarried friend? The Hint was 
broad; but Mr. T. thought proper not to take it; on 
che contrary, he ſeverely reprobated the idea, as 
entirely foreign from that purity of conduct whick 
com Do bafis of the Pythagoric and Platonic phi- 
olophy. p 
He likewiſe once told Mr. T. that if he had a ſon, 
he ſhould make him, as ſoon as he had the proper 
uſe of his limbs, climb a high tree every morning'for 


* Architecture. 


+ See * Biographical Agecdotes of the Founders of the Frenck 
Republic,” Vol. l. 3 
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his breakfaſl, and afterwards fling him into a river, 
4 in order to learn him to ſwim. 

| Dining once at Mr. Bennet Langton's with Mr. T. 

| Mr (now Dr.) Burney, and many other eminent 

ſcholars, he cxclaimed to his friend, as ſoon as he 

left the houſe, God keep me from Critics!” This 

was occaſioned by a diſpute which aroſe at that time 

reſpecting the propriety of the epithet ocean fream, 

which Mr. T. had made uſe of in his tranſlation of 

ene of the Orphie hymns. Mr. F. urged in his de- 

fence, that this epithet was employed by Homer, 

Hefiod, and Plato. To this Dr. B. replied, that 

\ Homer indeed had the expreſſion WXECVOY T9200, 

the ocean-river, but that a river was not a flream, 

Mr. T. then obſerved, that theſe words were con- 

fidered as ſynonimous by no leſs poets than Milton 

and Sir Jobn Denham. By Milton, when ſpeaking 

of the leviathan (Paradiſe Loit, book I.), he ſays, 


2 © Lo = moe ·sor that ſea. beaſt 
"< Leyiathan, whom God of all his works et 
Created hugeſt, that ſwim th' ocean fliream.” 


And by Denham, ia the firſt of thoſe famous lines 
on the Thames: 


« O could I ficw-hke thee, and make thy. Hf ream 
„My great exemplar, as it is my theme,” 


The genius of the Marquis. feemed naturally in- 
clined to war. Whenever he went to bed, he was 
heard to repeat as he was going up ſtairs, thoſe ani- 
mated lines of Neptune to the Greeks, from che 
Iliad by Pope: | | 
On daſtards, dead to fame, 

* 1 watte no anger, for they fcel no ſnaame! “? 
And if ever any one attempted: to prove that modern 
warriors were equally heroic with the ancient ones, 
he would indignantſy exclaim; in the words of 
Minerva to Tydides 


« Such Tydeus was, and ſuch his martial fire; 
* Gods! how the ſon degenerates from the fire.“ 


We 
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wife. rable part of this, it ſeenis, Mr. 
T. ſpent in uncle the neceſſities of His own relas - 
head; Bi was not fufficiently a man of the world to 
know how to diſpoſe of the 7 enddini paft of i i, to 
his 0wn advantage. About five or t years after 
this, he again ſeems to have laboured" under the 
preſſure of want ; to relieve which, witk incredible 
diligence, he tranſlated, and illuſtrated with copious 
introductions and ſome notes, five of the moſt abſtruſe 
of Plato's Dialogues, in-the thort ſpate of about ſeven - 
months ; the copy of which he fold for no more iu 
forty pounds? 
After this, he wrote bis 60 Diſfertation on the ; 
«-Pfeuſinian and Bacehfe Myſteries,” in confequence 
of ſome conſiderable information on that ſubje& - 
which he had obtained from the peruſal of three 
Greek manuſcripts in the Britiſh Muſeain, One of 
theſe, it ſeems, - is the Commentary of Pröclus on 
the Parmenides of Plato, and is a folio volume con- 
liſting of upwards of five hundred pages. This with 
the other two, which are likewiſe follo volumes of 
n0 inconfiderable ſize, Mr. T. bad the courage to 
for his on private uſe. 
Shortly after this, he tranſlated the Platonic Salluſt 
« On the Gods and the World;” the © Pythagoric 
« Sentences: of Demophilus ; * and five Hymns of 
Proclus: likewiſe Two Orations of the Emperor 
Julian; and-Five Books of Plotinus: all which, we 
are informed, he fold for no more than twenty 
pounds} © 
But the moſt laborious of an his undertakings, and 
for which he ſeems to have received lefs in propor- 
tion than for any of his other publications, was his 
tranſlation of Pauſanias, When this taſk was firſt 
prop poſed to Mr. T. by che book-ſeller, Mr. Samuel 
atterſon, well known. to the literary: world by fe- 
veral very ingenious publications, happening to be 
preſent, obſerved, that it was euough to break a 
man's 
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* a man's heart.“ © Q (rephed. the -beokſeller 
© 'nothing vil bren the-heart of Mr, Tas Th?! 
erculean labour our Platoniſt accompliſhed in the 
ace of ten months, though the notes are of ſuch an 
extent, and fo full of uncommanly abſtruſe learning, 
that the compoſition of them might be ſuppoſed to 
have taken up a much longer time., For that arduous 
work, we almeſt bluſh to ſay, Mr. T. received na 
more than ſixty pounds; and we are grieved to add, 
that his health was greatly injured by bis exceſſive 
application on that occaſion. We are indeed in- 
formed, that the debility of his body became ſo 
extreme after this, that at times he was incapable of 
any exertion; and. what is ſingular, he has ever 
fince been deprived of the uſe of his, forefinger in 
writing. e 
Our Platoniſt, however, in a ſhort time exkibited 
an indubitable proof that he poſſeſſes an ardour 
which neither toil can abate, embarraſſments impede, 
nor even debility extinguiſh ; and which, like gun- 
powder ſet on fire, ſeems to riſe with renewed vi- 
gour, in proportion as it has. been compreſſed, Not- 
withſtanding the extreme laſſitude of his whole bodily 
frame, and the difficulty with which he was able to 
write, he engaged, under the patronage of an ano- 
nymous gentſeman of fortune, to tranſlate all thoſe 
dialogucs of Plato which have not been clothed in 
our native dreſs by Mr. Sydenham and others, toge- 
ther with his epiſtles, in order that by reviſing what 
has been already done, he might give the whole of 
Plato to the world in an Engliſh garb.. This great 
undertaking we underſtand he accompliſhed in the 
ſpace of about two years.; and the work now only 
waits for a liberal patronage to be made public, 
Under the patronage too of the ſame gentleman, 
he has tranſlated the greater part of Ariſtotle's 
Nicomachean Ethics, and at prefent we hear Mefirs, 
W. and G. Meredith have engaged him to tranflate 
-Ariftotle's Metaphyſics, of which he has already 
nearly accompliſhed the three firſt books. 
We are likewiſe happy to inform the public, from 
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pod authority, that Thomas Brand Hollis, eſq. 
been for many years very much attached to our 
Platoniſt ; that he frequently invites him to his table; 
and that he has always ſhewn himſelf active in pro- 
moting his welfare, though we are uncertain as to 
the time when Mr, T's intimacy with Mr. Hollis 
- commenced. | 1 
We ſhall only add, that Mr. T. is at preſent 
aſſiſtant ſecretary to the Society for the Encourage-- 
ment of Arts, ManufaQures and Commerce; a fitua- 
tion which he obtained by a very conſiderable majo-- 
rity of votes, through the uncommon exertions of 
his friends; and that prior to this, ſome of them 
had, procured him a ſituation in one of the public 
offices, to the fatigues of which finding his ſtrength» 
by no means adequate, and the employment appear- 
ing to him extremely fervile, he relinquiſhed it 
' almoſt immediately after his nomination, and com 
poſed the following lines on the oecaſion: 


To ev'ry power that reigns on high, 
Swifter than light my thanks ſhall fly, | 
That, from the B 's dark dungeons free, 
I once more hail ſweet liberty. 
For ſure, I ween, fate nc'er me doom'd 
To be ' midſt ſordid cares entomb'd, 
And vilely waſte. in groveling toil” 
The mid-day blaze and mid-night oil, 
To ſome poor darkling deſk confin d; 
While the wing'd energies of mind 
Oppreſs'd and cruſh'd, and vanquiſh'd lie, 
And loſe at length the power to fly. 
A doom like this be his alone, 
To whom truth's charms were never known; 
Who many ſicepleſs nights hes ſpent, 
In ſchemes full trought with cent. PAR cxnD: 
The ſlave of av'rice, child of care, 
Aud loſt to all that's good and fair, 
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GENERAL MELVILLE, 


A man of amiable manners, and extenſtve infar«. 
watien, is the ſon of a Scotch gentleman of fmall; 
fortune. Entering early into the army, at the begin- 
ning of the war of 1756, he had riſen to the rank of 
major, in the 38h, or Durere's, regiment of foot; 
with which regiment he embarked for the Weſt 
Indies, and ſerved under General Hopſon, when. 
that officer made his. unſucceſsful attack on Marti- 
Neo. . : ; 

The army, 2 after this proceeded to Guada - 
loupe — the major ſerved under General Barrington 
in the reduction of that place; and when 4. 

0 


* 


was taken, he was appointed to command it. 
ſeoner was he inveſted with thi; poſt, than he 
immediate ly attacked by the enemy; but by a judi 
cious ſally he forced their. entrenchments, and ſpiked 
their eannon. Oa this occaſion the commandant was, 
wounded, but not ſo as to preclude him from the ex- 
erciſe of his talents, for he was entruſted by the con- 
queror with the office of lieutenant-governor of the 
iſland. ' | | 

Soon after this, he was made lieutenant-colonel of 
the 38th regiment, which, we believe, is the laſt 
regimental promotion he obtained in the army. 

On the eftabliſhment of. the governments of the 
ceded iſlands upon the peace, Colonel Melville was. 
appointed governor of Grenada, in which capacity. 
he reſided on the ſpot for ſeveral years, and acquired 
a handſome eſtate there, While in this ſituation be 
was honoured with the local rank of major-general in 


Ihe Weſt-Indies, and has ſince riſen to the full rank 


of general in the army, to which ſtation he was pro- 
moted in 1780. 5 5 
This. 
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This gentleman's ample fortune, and the unfortu- 
nate ®accident which deprived him of his ſight, have 
rendered any profitable poſt in the army on the one 
hand unneceſſary, and on the other impracticable. 


Since his return from the Weſt- Indies, the general 


has aſſociated much with the literary world, and to 
his honour be it ſpoken, has been very active in pro- 


moting public charities of all kinds, of which the 


preſent flouriſhing ſtate of the Scots? corporation is a 


ſtrong evidenee. He has alſo written two or three 


much eſteemed papers for the Royal Society, of which. 
he is a member—theſe are to be met with in the Phi- 
loſophical TranſaQions. | | 
When Tobago was relinquiſhed at the peace of- 
1783, General Melville and Sir William Younge 


were ent to France by the proprietors of lands in 


that iſland, to ſolicit ſome terms in their favour, as 
it had been ceded without the necethry ſtipulations. 
for their property. Their miſſion, although not come 
pletely ſueceſsful, was on the whole proſperous. 
While General Melville governed Grenada, a par- 
ty was formed; and ſome complaints were tranſmit- 


ted home againſt: him: it ts but candid, however, 


to ſuppoſe, what every one perſonally acquainted 


believe, that on this, as on every other oceaſion, 
be conducted himſelf with a due regard to propri- 


ey. | 5 
The General is a man of very liberal principles, . - 


both in reſpect to politics and religion, having voted: 
at the Weſtminſter Election for John Horne Tooke, 


Eſq. and been one of the ſubſcribers to Mr. David“ 


Williams's chapel; in Mortimer-ſtreet. 

We have only to add; that he is uncommon ly ſkall- 
ed in military-affairs, and that his general converſa- 
tion is rarely to be equalled for its fluency and pro- 
priety, 9. 


*. This melancholy event occurred in conſeqtience of the exple» 
don of [ome gun- powder, while in actual. ſervice. 
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with that gentleman will be moſt readily diſpoſed to- 
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BEILBY PORTEUS, D. 5. 


LORD BISHOP OF LONDOR.. 


f 


RELIGION, in looking round among her. moſt 
brilliant ornaments, and moſt powerful ad vocates of 
the preſent age, can hardly fix upon a more favour- 
ite object, than the very amiable and truly primitive 
prelate, who now claims our notice. Far be it from 
us to depreciate the merits-of any divine,. much leſs 
to exalt the character of one member of the epiſco- 
pacy at the expence of another. Still we are confi- 
dent, that all rank and parties will agree with us in 
ſaying, that a more beautiful picture of genuine chriſ- 
tian fimplicity, united with epiſcopal dignity, was 
never exhibited: to public obſervation, than in the 
ſubject of this biographical ſketch. s 

Dr. Beilby Porteus is a native of Yorkſhire, and: 
was born about 1731. His father was a reputable 
tradeſman, who, after giving his ſon a good educa- 
tion, at the grammar ſchool of Rippon, under the 
Rev. Mr. Hyde, ſent him to Cambridge, where he 
was entered of Chriſt's College. In this reſpectable 
ſociety he diſtinguiſhed himſelf by an aſſiduous appli · 
cation. to his. ſtudies, directing them in an eſpecial 
manner to that ſacred function for which he had an 
early predilection, and in which he has ſinee fo emi- 
nently ſhone. , | | F 
| He took his degree of B. A. in 1752, and in the 
courſe of the ſame year gained one of the medals 
given for the beſt claſſical eſſay by the Duke of New-- 
caſtle, then Chancellor of the Univerſity. | 

March 14, 1754, he was appointed one of the 
Eſquire Beadles of the Univertiy, which office he 
reſigned July 3, 1755, and in the ſame year took 
his degree of Maſter of Arts. Nearly. about this 
period he was elected Fellow of his College, and — 
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made one of the preachers at Whitehall chapel, In 
1759, he obtained the Seatonian prize, for the beſt 
copſpoſition on Darn. This poem evinces great 
poetical powers, and as it is the only piece of his, in 
this line, that has ever appeared in public, except a 
a few verſes on the death of the late King, we tuft 
that the reader will be pleaſed with an extract from. 
it in this place. The part we ſelect is the poet's eon 
cluding prayer: 4. 1 


E * At thy good time, 

Let death approach; I reck not—lct him but come 
« In, genuine form, not with thy vengeance am'd, 
Too much foi man to bear. O rather lend. 
Thy kiadly aid, to mitigate his ſtroke, 

And at that hour, when all aghait I Rand? 
« (A trembling candidate for thy compaſſion) 
On thus. world's brink, and look into the next: 
© When my ſoul, ſtarting from the dark unknown, 
«Caits back, a wiſhful look, and fondly clings 
& To her frail prop, unwilling to be wrench'd 
From this fair fcene,” from all her cultom'd joys,. 
And all the lovely relatives of life, | 
# Thea ſhed thy comforts oer me then put on 
* The gentleſt of thy looks, Let no dirk crimes,, 
In all their hideous forms then ſtarting up, + 
« Plant themſelves round my couch in grim array, | 
Aud ſtab my"bleeding heart with wo-edg'd torture ” 
& Senſe of paſt guilt, and dread of future woe, 
Far be the ghaltly crew! And in their ſtead 
Let cheerful memory, from her purelt cells, 
Lead forth a goodly train of virtues fair, 
% Cheriſh'd in carlieſt youth, now paying back, 
Wich tenfold ulury, the pious care, _ 
And pouring o'er my wounds the heav'nly balm. 
Of cenſcious mnocence. But chiefty Thou, 
« Whom loft-cy*d Pity, once let} down from heav'a: 
* To bleed for man, to teach him how to live, 
* And, ob ! 1lill harder leſſon] how to die; 
'© Dildain not Thou to ſmooth the reſtieſs bed 
Of ſickneſs and of pain. Forgive the tcar 
That feeble nature drops, calm all her fears, 
Wanke alther hopes, and animate her faith, 
Till my rapt ſoul, anticipating heaven, 
gBurſts from the thraldomm of incumb'ring clay, 
And, on the wings of ecttacy upborne, 


« Spriggs into liberty, and light, and life!“ 


W k xurter rolrivt, 5. 

In 1750, appeared a' ſingular piece of infidelity 
under 46 ie of * The orf of the Man Ul 
God's own: heart,” written by Peter -Annet, with a 
view of expoſing the ſacred hiſtory to contempt, on 
account of the defects in the character of David. 
Though this performance was exceedingly deficient - 
in point of argument, it was calculated to do conſi- 
derable miſchief from its ſophiſtry, boldneſs and 
vivacity, On this account, ſeveral able writers 
undertook to vindicate the ſcriptures, and among the 
reſt our ingenious divine publithed a ſermon, preach-.- 
ed Nov. 29, 1961, before the Univerſity of Cam- 
bridge, which. he entitled“ The Character of 
David, King of Iſrael, impartially ſtated,” * 

This diſcourſe, it is ſuppoſed, recommended him 
to the patronage of Dr. Secker, then Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury; who appointed him about this time one 
of his domeſtic chaplains, and in 1762 preſented” 
him to the rectory of Witterſham, in Kent. 

> In 1764, that excellent prelate. gave him the 
| rectory of Bucking, in the fame county, and alſo 
a prebendal ſtall in the cathedral heck of. Peter- 
borongh. Ore 11 f 
May 13, 1765, Mr. Porteus was married by the 
Archbiſhop to Miſs Hodgſon, of Parliament-ſtreet, 
and in the ſame year he obecained the valuable living 
of Hunton. He was ereated doctor of divinity, July 
7; 1767, and in the month following the. Archbiſhop 
gave him the rectory of Lambeth, vacant by the 
death of Dr: Denne, with which he was allowed to 
hold the reQory of Hunton, - Og 
In 1768, Archbiſhop. Seeker died, and by his will 
intruſted ro his chaplains, Drs. Porteus and Stinton, 
the reviſion and publication of his Lectures on the 
Church Catechiſm, Sermons, &c. This truſt. was 
moſt faithfully executed; and to the ſermons, which 
were publiſhed in 1970, was prefixed an elegant 
memoir, reſpeQing the venerable author, ſolely 
written by Dr. Porteus; this was reprinted in a 
Sparate. form in 1798, with additions, ey = 
. e 6 wely 
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furely ſufficient praiſe to obſerve, that this piece of 
„ obtained the approbation of Dr. Johnſon. - 

Ih 1776, our divine became maſter of St. Croſs, 
an option of Archbiſhop Secker ; and in January 
following he was deſervedly raiſed to the epiſcopal 
bench, by the tranſlation of Dr. Markham from the 
fee of Chefler to the Archbiſhopric of York. This 
promotion, it is generally underſtood, was owing 
to the immediate ſolicitation of the Queen, to whom 
Dr. Porteus has been particularly acceptable as a 
private chaplain, when ſhe was indifpoſed. In this. 
ſtation he conducted himſelf with primitive zeal, 
and blended with true epiſcopal dignity, all the 
kinplicity and earneſtneſs of a chriſtian miniſter. 
Ia 1776, obſerving the negligence with which 
that awful day apprepriated by. the church, in early 
ages, to the commemoration of the ſufferings and. 
death of the Redeemer was treated, eſpecially in the 
metropolis, his lordihip printed © An earneſt Exhor- 
© ration to the religious Obſervance of Good Friday, 
in a Leiter to.the inhabitants of Lambeth,” This 
addreſs excited confiderable notice, and the ingenious 
Mr. Robert Robinſon, of Cambridge, publiſhed a. 
pamphlet in reply to it, under the title of the Hi- 
ſtory and Miſtery of Good Friday?“ 

The Biſhop, however, had the ſatisfaction to ſee 
that his exhortation was attended with the deſired 
effects. The Society for promoting Chriſtian Know- 
ledge ſeconded his laudable endeavours, by cauſing 
his pamphlet to be primed in a cheap form, and 
circulated in great abundance, by which means, 
numbers were induced to ſee the neceſſity of paying 

2 proper reſpeQ to this ſolemn anniverſary ; fo that 
from that time it has uſually been kept in the metro- 
polis and its vicinity with great ſtrictneſs. 

In 1783, the Biſhop of Cheſter preached before 
the Society for Propagating the Goſpel in Foreign, 
Parts, on which occaſion he pleaded in a forcible 
and pathetic manner, the cauſe of the African ſla ves, 
in our Weſt-Indian ſettlements. This ſermon at- 
watted conſiderable notice; and led the way to great 

| exertions 
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exertions on behalt 5! thoſe unfortunate victims of 
avurice and opprefiin 

In 1989, on e death of Biſhop Loth, Doctor 
Portcus was tranſt'tcd/ to the f-c of London, a gir- 
eumſtance wii h gave univerfal ſarisfaQtion to every 
friend of re/d;ion, whether in or out of the eſtabliſh- 
ment. 5 = 2 
In 1792, his Lordſhip was the means of founding 
a ſocicty for t cenv-1fion of the negro flaves in the 
Weſt-indies, which we have the ſatisfaction to find 
has been very ſucceſsful. His exertions in the cauſe 
of chriſtianity have been unremitted, and conducted 
upon the moſt liberal principles. The breath of 
eenſure has not ventured to affail his name, even 
with the ſuſpicion of reproach. Men of all parties 
have concurred in praifing his candor, faithfulneſs, 
moderation, and liberality of mind. 

In order to counteract the ſpirit of infidelity, his 
Lordſhip commenced during laſt Lent a ſeries of 
lectures on the Truth of the Goſpel Hiſtory, and 
the Divinity of Chriſt's Miſſion, which ke preached 
in St. 2 church, Weſtminſter ; and which will 
be reſumed at the ſame ſeaſon next year, Theſe 
were delivered every Friday, before crowded and 
admiring audiences, compoſed of perſons of all per- 
fuaſions. His warm and impreſſive manner, plain 
but forcible language, clear and convincing argu- 
ments, aided by a moſt eaptivating eloguence, not 
only drew from the multirudes who heard him the 
unanimous voice of applauſe, but, ir is to be hoped, 
produced a more fubſtantial good, in bringing con- 
viction home to many minds, | 

The Biſhop is, we believe, a more frequent prea- 
eher than the reſt of his brethren; for he is not only 
ready to aſũſt public charities by his elocutien, but 
during his ſummer reſidence in the country, he often 
aſcends the pulpit to explain the principles, and en- 
force the precepts, of our ſublime religion, F 

We cannot cloſe this imperfe@ ſketch of ſo brilli- 
ant a character, without mentioning one part of bis 
conduct, which -entitles. him to additional RR 
| s 
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The point we allude to, is the moderate ſpirit he 
has manifeſted in the agitation of political queſtions. 
Thongh he bas uniformly vorcd with his. Majeſty's 
miniſters. ;- be has not made himſelf an active parti- 
zan, by throwing fuel upon the unhappy fire which 
diſtrads the public mind. On the contrary he has 
Reered that pacific courſe, which becomes an am- 
baſſador of the Prince of Peace; the apoſtle of him 
who emphatically ſaid, that “he was not the king 
« of this world.“ ; | . 

Biſhop Porteus is not only eminent for his piety, 
but «Iſo for his literary accompliſhoients, which rank 
him amoog the moſt elegant ſcholars of the age. 
His ſtyle is pure and clafſically correQ, at the ſame 
tiutenthac it is remarkably plain and free from ornamem 
hHeſides the pieces already mentioned, he is the 
author of two volumes of moſt excellent ſermons z. 
and ſeveral Charges and {wall traQs, on religious. 
ſubjects. | * 
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DEAN OF GLOUCESTER, 


THIS venerable divine, ſo long, and fo juſtly cele- 
brated for his commercial ſagacity, was born at 
Laugharn, in Caermarthenſhire, in the year 171 2.— 
His father was a farmer, and having a {mall eſtate left 
him at or near Aberyſtwith, in Cardiganſhire, he re- 
moved thither; and perceiving that his fon had a 
turn for learning, he ſent him to Ruthin ſchool in 
Denbighſhire, where he made ſo reſpectable a pro- 
greſs in the claſſics, that he obtained an exhibition at 
Jefus- College, Oxſerd. _ 
| | | ke 
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The journey from his native. place to the Univer. 
fity was long, and at that time very tedious, on ac- 
eount of the badneſs of the roads. Our young ſtu- 
dem for ſome time travelled on foot. At laſt, old 
G Mr. Tucker, fecling for his ſon's reputation} as well 
as for his eaſe, gave him his own horlſe; that he 
 migar viſit Oxford more reputably. 
oh his return, young Joſiah, with true filial 
affection, confidered that it was better for him to walk 
to Oxford, than for his father to repair on foot to the 
neighbouring markets and fairs, which had been, in 
fact, the cats, owing to this new regulation. The 
| horſe was accordingly returned; and our ſtudent, 
for the remainder of the time he continued at the 
Univerſity, aQually trudged backwards and forwards 
with his baggage at his back! 8 
At the age of twenty-three he entered into holy 
orders, and ſerved a curacy for ſome time in Glou- 
eeſterſhire. | 

About 1737, he became curate of St. Stephen's 
ehurch in Briſtol, and was appointed minor canon in 
the cathedral of that city. Here he attracted the 
notice of that profound divine, Dr. joſeph Butler, 
then Biſhop of Briſtol, and afterwards of Durham.— . 
ln conſequence of this, the Biſhop appointed Mr, 
Tucker his domeſtic chaplain ; and the latter has. told 
the writer of this article, that they frequently walked 
in che palace-gardens in the dark, generally converſ- 
ing upon metaphyſical and theological ſubjeQs. 

Oftentimes the good biſhop would be ſunk in a 
profound reverie, in which he would continue for a 
conſiderable period, and then all. at once break out 
with ſome fingular remark. After one of theſe ab- 
fences of mind, he ſuddenly aſked Mr. Tucker, 
* whether he did not think it poſſible that whole 
communities of men might be ſeized with a fit of 
®* madneſs?” A + ; 

The queſtion was ſo odd, that the chaplain was 
filent, and thought the biſhop's intellects a little dil- 
ordered for the time. A greater ſhare of experi- 
ence and. cloſer obſervation of mankind, _ 

K during. 
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during great political epochs, have, perh iven 
our e to chin there is A raftncks in 
3 than he was at firſt inclined to ſup- 
pole! .. | 

eg, the intereſt of this amiable and learned pre late, 
Mr. Tucker obtained a prebendal ſtall in, the cathe- 
dral of Briſtol; and on the death of the pious and 
ingenious Mr, Catcott, well known by his treatiſe on 
the Deluge, and a volume of excellent ſermons, he 
became rector of St. St hen. The inhabitants of 
that pariſh canſiſt chiefly of merchants and tradeſmen, 
a circumſtance which greatly aided his natural incli- 
nation for commercial and political ſtudies. 

' In 1745, he preached an excellent ſermon before 
the governors of a very laudable inſtitution, then 
firſt ereQed in tlie city of Briſtol. In this diſcourſe, 
the preacher took a courſe which has rarely been pur- 
ſued :© inſtead of dwelling, as moſt have done, upon 
the benevolent tendency of theſe eftabliſhments, he 
conſidered them © as ſo many reformatories, or, 
% ſchools, erected for the revival and propagation of 
« morality and religion, and as means which may 
% conduce towards a national reformation in the com- 
« mon people.” ; 

After mentioning, briefly indeed, but pointedlIy, 
the general depravity of the lower ranks, he ſays— 

1 Nay, and when their extravagancies have run to 


« that height as to call for corporat puniſhment, and 

« the 5 e of the magiſtrate, there are no hopes 

« or proſpect of reclaiming them by that means. For 

they have made it a fort of point of honour to out- 

bra ve the puniſhment—as for the ſhame and infa- 
% my attending it, theſe things make now but little 

« impreflion on them : ſc_that we have nothing left 

« of diſcipline in our places of chaſtiſement and 

« confinement, but their names. For our houſes of 
correction, as they are called, are ſo far fron: n- 

„ ſwering the original ends of their inftitution, that 

* they corrupt more than correct, and Harden rather 
&« than reform ; To as to make the young offender, if 
e ſent there, to be threefold more the child of hell 
4 than he was before.“ | 

Thig 
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This ſtrong cenſure, p rhaps, is full'as applicatie 
to the objects upon which it os. e ly. ma d 


p 


in pamphlets, newſpapers, and magazines; but the 
pious people of Briftol, who had, perkaps, hardened 
their hearts into intolerance by a traffic in humag 
fleſh, buret his effigy dreſſed in canonicals, together. 
with his letters on behalf of naturalization ! | 
In] 1753, he publiſhed an able pamphlet on the 

„ Turkey Trade,“ in which he demonfſtrates- the 
evils that reſult to trade in general from chartered 
n 5 

At this period, Lord Clare (afterwards Earl Nu- 
gent) was returned to Parliament for Briſtol, which 
honour he obtained chiefly through the ſtrenuous ex- 
ertions of Mr. Tucker, whoſe influence in his large 
and wealthy pariſh was almoſt decifive on ſuch an oc- 
caſion. In return for this favour the Earl procured 
for him the Deanery of Glouceſter, in 1758, at 
which time he took his degree of doctor in divi- 


nity. | 

80 great was his reputation for commercial know- 
ledge, which to a natjon ſituated like our's is of the 
firt importance, that Dr. Thomas Hayter, after- 
wards Biſhop of London, who was then tutor to his 


preſent mejeſty, applied to Dr. Tucker to draw up a me 
diſſertation on this ſubject for the peruſal of his royal as 
pupil. It was accordingly done, and gave great ſa- 
tisfaction. This work, under the title of © The Ele- fai 
ments of Commerce,” was printed in quarto, but tie 


never publiſhed, 
Br. 
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Dr. Warburton, however, who after having been 
member of the ſame chapter with the Dean, at Briſ- 
tol, became Biſhop of Glouceſter. thought very 1if- 


ferently from the reſt of mnkind, in reſpect to his 
talents, and favourite purſuits; and ſaid once, in his 


coarſe manner, that © his Dean's trade was religion, 
and religion his trade.“ 2250 . 

But in refutation of this charge, we might produce 
the Dean's various publications on moral and religious 
ſubjects, which ſhew: him to be not only deeply verſ- 


ed in theology, but alſo, what is far better, a man . 


of genuine philanthropy. 

In the year 1771, when a ſtrong attempt was 
made to procure an abolition of ſubſcription to the 
39 articles, Dr. Tucker came forward as an able 
and moderate advocate of the church of England. 
Though he reſiſted with ſtrong and clear arguments 
the claims of the petitioners on that, occaſion, he yet 
candidly admitted that ſome re formation ofthe litur- 
gy was wanted, and inſtanced particularly the Atha- 
naſian Creed, which he conſidered as.too ſeholaſtie 
and refined for a popular confeſſion of faith, and as 


the Nicene Creed is admitted, he further deemed the 


other to be ſuperfluous. | 

About this time he publiſhed © Directions for Tra- 
vellers,” in which he lays down excellent rules, by 
which gentlemen who viſit foreign countries may not 
only improve-thetr own minds, but turn their obſer- 
yations to the benefit of their native country. 

That excellent prelate, Archbiſhop Secker, was 
highly pleaſed with this uſeful performance, and ſent 
the author ſome obſervations which he had inade in 
the courſe of his peruſal of it. The public would 
be much gratified by a new edition of theſe ! Direc» 
tions,” with the Archbiſhop's obſervations annexed. 

In 1772, the Dean printed a ſmall volume of *ſer- 
mons, in which he explains the doctrines of election 
and juſtification, upon ſcriptural grounds, in oppoſiti- 


on to what has been called the evangelical Syſtem of 


faith. At that time a very violent diſpute was car- 
ried on between the Calyiniſtic and the Arminian 
| Metho- 
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Methodiſts, the former headed by Meflrs. Toplady 
and Hill, and the latter by the Meſſrs. Weſleys and 
Fletcher. ra 6 
The year following he publiſhed . Letters to the 
Rev. Dr. Kippis, wherein the claim of the church of 
England to an authority in matters of faith, and to a 
power of decreeing rites and ceremonies, is diſcuſſed 
and aſcertained,” &c. Byo. | 
The difpute between Great Britain and her colo- 
- nies in North America, began now to aſſume a very 
ſerious and portentous aſpect, and nothing leſs than 
an open rupture was expected, in conſequence of the 
obſtinacy of the one, and the firmneſs of the other. 
The Dean was an attentive obſeryer of this conteſt, 
He examined the affair with a very different eye from 
that of a party-men, or an intereſted merchant, and 
he diſcovered, as he conceived, that both ſides 
wou d be better off by an abſolute ſeparation. The 
more he thought on this ſubjeR, the more he was 
perſuaded that extenſive colonies were an evil, rather 
than a benefit ro any commercial nation. | 
On this — therefore, he publiſhed his 
„% Thought upon the Diſpute between the Mother 
Country and America,” He demonſtrated that the 
latter could not be conquered, and that if it could, 
the purchaſe would be dearly bought. He warned 
this country againſt commencing a war with the 
colonies, and adviſed that they ſhould be left to 
themſelves, an event which would be produQiive 
of Thi pot to Great Britain. | 


This poſition and advice ſtartled all parties, as 
well thoſe who were advocates for American freedom, 
as thoſe who were zealots for coercive meaſures and 
taxation. By both the Dean was conſidered as 2 
ſort of madman, who had rambled out of the 
proper line of his profeſſion to commence political 
quack; and it is remarkable that thoſe two great 
men, Dr. Johnſon and Edmund Burke, treated the 
Doctor's hypotheſis with great contempt, though the 
one was the champion of, and the other an enemy to, 
taxation. 

Mr. 


— 
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Mr. Burke's language in the Houſe of Commons 
reſpecting the Dean's propoſal was, indeed, exceed - 
ing barſk and illiberal. In his famous ſpeech on 
American taxation, April 2 3th, 1774, this famous 
orator called him “ the ad vocate of the court faction, 
« and | ſuppoſe,” he adds, that his earneſt labours 
in this vineyard will raiſe him to a biſhoprick.“ 
The Dean was actually rouſed into reſentment on 
this occaſion, and he accordingly publiſhed a letter 
to Mr. Burke, in which he not only vindicates the 
purity of his own principles, but retorts upon his 
adverſary in very forcible and manly terms. 
The ground of Mr. Burke's enmity to the Dean, 
was the latter's ſtrenuous oppoſition to his being 
admitted to repreſent Briſtol in parliament. Dr. 
Tucker had a high opinion of Lord Nugent's parlia- 
mentary conduct and abilities, added to which, he 
owed him much on the fcore of gratitude. He 
therefore conſidered himſelf as bound to ſupport his 
- intereſt in Briſtol, with all the power he poſſeſſed; 
This excited Mr. Burke's diſlike to the Dean of 
Glouceſter, and ſharpened his wit on the ſubject of 


his political opinions. 


Our author, however, went on vindicating and 
enforcing his favourite ſyſtem, in ſpite of all the 
obloquy with which it was treated both in the ſenate 
and from the preſs. As the war proceeded, many 
intelligent perſons began to ſee more truth and reaſon 
in his ſentiments, and time has at laſt demonſtrated 
that he was completely in the right. Towards the 
cloſe of that unhappy conteſt, the Dean aſſumed the 
appellation of CassanDRa, alluding to the ill ſucceſs 
with which his warnings had been attended. This 
ſignature is found at the end of thoſe hints and ſhort 
eſſays which he frequently printed in the newſpapers, 
and which it were to be wiſhed ſome perſon would 
collect and preſerve, leſt they ſhould fink into 
unmerited oblivion. 

When the terrors of an invaſion were very preva- 
lent, in 1779, the Dean circulated, in a variety of 
periodical publications, ſome of the moſt. ſenſible 
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obſervations that were ever made on the ſubjeQ, in 
arder to quiet the fears of the people, He ita 
Aength, and with -great accuracy, the numerous 
. difheulties that muſt attend the attempt to invade 
this country, and the Kill 1 ones that muſt be 
encountered by the invaders after their landing. 
"Thoſe obſervations have been reprinted, with good 
effect, in the courſe of the preſent war. 
In 1781, the Dean publiſhed, what he had printed 
long before, A Treatiſe on Civil. Government,“ 
in which his principal deſign is to counteract the 
.doftrines of the, celebrated Mr. Locke and his 
followers. The book made a confiderable noiſe, 
and was very ſharply attacked by ſeveral able 
writers on the democratic fide of the queſtion, par- 
ticularly by Dr. Towers. | 
The year following he cloſed his political career 
with a pamphlet entitled“ Cui Bons in which he 
balances the profit and loſs of each of the belligerent 
powers, and recapitulates all his former poſitions on 
the ſubject of war and colonial-poſſe ſions, , 
His publications ſince that period have conſiſted of 
ſome tracts on the commercial regulations of Ireland, 
on the exportation of woollens, and on the iron trade. 
In 1777, be publiſhed ſeventeen practical ſermons, 
in one volume, actavo. In the year 1778, one of his 
Pariſhioners, Miſs Pelloquin, a-maiden lady of large 
fortune and moſt exemplary piety, bequeathed to the 
Dean her dwelling-houſe in Queen-Square, Briſtol, 
with a very hand ſome legacy, as a teſtimony of her 
great eſteem for his worth and talents. 
It. ſhould be recorded to his praiſe, that though 


enjoying but very moderate preferment (for to a man, 


of no paternal eſtate, or other eccleſiaſtical dignity, 
the Deanry of Glouceſter is no very advantageous 
Aituation), he has, not w ithſtanding, been a liberal 
benefactor to ſeveral public ãnſtitutions, and a diſtin- 

guſhed patron of merit. \ 
The celc brated John Henderſon, of Pembroke col- 
Jege, Oxford, was ſent to the univerſity and ſupported 
there at the Dean's expence, when he had no means 
Mhatever of gratifying his ardent defire for * 
þ | 2 
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We ſhall mention another inftanee of generoſity in 
this place, which reflects the greateſt honour upon 
the Dean. About the year 1790, he thought of re- 
figning his rectory in Briſtol, and without communi- 
eating his deſign to any other perſon, ' he applied to 
to the Chancellor, in whoſe gift it is, for leave to quit 
i in favour of his curate, a moſt deſerving man, with 
a large family. 

His Lordſhip was willing enough, that he ſhould 
zive up the living, but he refuſed him the liberty of 
nominating his ſucceſſor - On this the Dean reſolved 
o hold the living himſelf, till he could find a fit op- 
portunity to ſucceed in his object. After weighing 
the matter more deliberately, he communicated his 
wiſh to his pariſhioners, and adviſed them to draw 
up a petition to the Chancellor in favour of the curate. 
—This was accordingly done, and ſigned by all of 
them, without any exception, either on the part of 
the diſſenters or others. x 

The Chancellor being touched with this teſtimony 
if love between a clergyman and his people, yielded 
laſt to the application; in conſequence of which 
the Dean cheerfully reſigned the living to a ſucceſſor 
well qualified to tread in his ſteps. | 
Since that time, he has refided chiefly at Glouce- 
ter“, viewing his approaching diſſolution, which in 
the courſe of nature cannet be far diftant, with the 
placid mind of a Chriſtian, conſcious of having done 
us duty both to Gop and Man. 


_ follows a tolerably corre liſt of the Dean's 
works ; O 
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THEOLOGICAL AND ,CONTROVERSIAL., 


1. A Sermon, preached before the governors of the infirmary of 
Priltol, 1745. 

2. Letters in Behalf of the Neturalization of the Jews. 

3- Apology for the Church of England, 1772. 

4. Six Sermons, 12mo. 1773. 

$. Litter to Dr. Kippis, on his Vindication of the Proteſtam 
aenting Miniſters, 

6, Two Sermons and Four Tracts. 


+ He married a Mrs. Crowe, of that city, in 1781 
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J. View of the Difficulties of the Trinitarian, Aran, and. Soci- 
nian Syſtems, and Seventcen Sermons, 1777. 


FOLITICAL AND COMMERCIAL. 


'$. A pamphlet on the Turkey Trade. ] 
9. A brief View of the Advantages and Diſadvantages which 
attend a Trade with France. 
10, Reflections on the Expediency of naturelizing foreign 
Proteſtants, and a Letter to a Friend on the ſame Subject. 
11. The Pleas and Arguments of the Mother Country and the 
'\Colonics tfated, * 
12. A Letter to Mr. Burke. | 
13. Quere, whether a Connection with, or Separation from 
America, would be for national Advantage? g 
14. Anſwers to Object ions againſt the Scperation from America. 
15, A Treatiſe en Civil Government. i 
16. Cut Bens 
37, Four Letters on national Subjects. 
18. Sequel to Sir William Jones on Government. 
19. On the Diſpute between Great Britain and Ireland. 
20. Scveral Papers under the ſignature of Caſſandra, & c. on 
the difficultics attendant on an invaſion. 
21. A Treatiſe on Commerce. (Mr. Coxe, in his Life of 
ie!) Walpole, ſays that this was printed, but never pub- 
I . 


eh. ng MISCELLAVEOUSE, 


22. Directions for Travellers. } 
23. Cautions againtt the Uſe of Spirituous Liquors. 


24. A Tract againlt the Uſe of Cack-fighting,. & t. 
a W. 
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ADMIRAL LOR I VISCOUNT DUNCAN. 


WHATEVER may be thought of the origin of the © 


preſent war, or the principles upon which it has been 
conducted; Whatever humiliating ideas may, on ſome 
grounds, prevail in the minds of Engliſhmen while 
they are reviewing the hiſtory of this extraordinary 
and eventual conteſt ;—there can ſtill be but one 
opinion reſpecting the conduct of our naval comman- 
ders, in general: and every Britiſh heart muſt glow 
with rapture at the conſideration, that the honour of 
the national flag, ſo far from being tarniſhed in a fia- 


gle inſtance, has received greater Juſtre than ever 


diſtinguiſhed it at any former period. 


Among the eminent names whom the pen of the 


hiſtorian will have to dwell upon with peculiar ſatiſ- 


faction, when engaged in recording the naval events 
of the preſent w: that of Adam Lord Duxcan will 


be proudly conſpicuous; | 


This dillinguiſhed ve teran was born at Dundee, . 


in Scotland, July s ſt, 1731, and was the younger ſon 


of a very ancient and reputable family, which has for 
7 long ſeries of years held the lordihip of Lundie in 
Fire of Perth. The family eſtate, the rental of 


the 
which is about goul. a-year, came to Lord Duncan 
about two years ago, in conſequence of the death of 
his elder brother, Colonel Duncan. 

The younger branches, even of a reſpeQable fa- 


mily, have generally to force their way in life by their 


own merits and exertions. Lord Duncan accordingly 


. owed but little to his relations. He was very early 
ſent to ſea, a profeſſion which coſts but a trifle in the 
J. outſet, and is generally attended with but ſmall ex- 
pence after the young adventurer is thus diſpoſed of. 

— 3 


Much 1s not known of the admiral's early fe 
but we are warranted in conjeQur:ng that they muſt 


have been meritorious, by his attaining to the rank of 


poſt- captain, February 25th, 1761, at which time 
he. was appointed to the command of the Valiant. 
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. — About this period, he was honoured with the 
friendſhip of that gallant officer of the old ſchool, 
Lord Keppel, and was with him at the taking of the 
Havannahz and when Keppel was appointed to a 
flag, he chooſe Duncan to be his Caprain, 

He was alſo a member of the court-marttak which 
fat upon the trial of that diſtinguiſhed: veteran; and 
continued attached to him by the ſtrongeſt. ties of in- 
timacy and friendſhip, till his death; 

On September 24th, 1787, he was made a rear- 
admirel ; in 1793, he was promoted to the rank of 
vice-admiral ; and in 1799, he became admiral of 
the Ulu-- 

Hitherto he had moved on in his profeſſion regu- 
lariy, but with little notice, for it had not becn his 
lot t9:gert employed on any ſervice that was likely io 
bring him forward to the public view. 

His appointment, at laſt, to that ſtation, in which 
he has all at once obtained laurels equa] to thoſe 
which adorn the brows of men who have been more 
extenſively employed, ſeems to have been owing to 
his relatienſhip to Mr. Secretary Dundas, whoſe niece. 
he marned, and by whom he has ſeveral children. 

This alliance procured. for him an appointment 
which it was underſtood he was beſt fitted for, the 
north-ſea ſtation, Nor does it at all reflect upon his 
Eordfhip to ſay, that his circunſtinces ſtood in need 
of his being thus employed, With hardly any other 
fortune than his half-pay as an admiral, it was natu- 
Tal enough for him to be anxious to get engaged in 
active ſervice, for the benefit of a wife and children, 
whom he loved. The ſcene of action which he choſe 
was an arduous oue. The ſeverity of the winter ſea- 
ſon, in that fea, muſt alſo-have been very trying to 
a man of his Lordſhip's time of life. Moreover he 
had to encounter with difficulties ſtill more trouble- 
ſome and painful to a Britiſh officer: we allude to 
the mutinous ſpirit which prevailed in his fleet, in 
common with the other — 2 in the Channel. 

In the midſt of all theſe unpleaſant cireumſtances, 


his. Lordſhip manifeſted a cool and ſteady _ 
| 
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Ne kept his ſtation with ſuch perſevering ardour, io” 
the moſt boiſterous ſeaſon of the year, that the enemy 


eould not by any means effect their deſt gu of eſcaping” 
from their ports. The indefutigable Admiral conti- 


| wet! locking them, either with the whole, or 


part of his ſquadron; tif! the fummer of 1797, when” 
the mutiny raged in bis fleet in a mott- alarming. 
manner. Even when he was left with only three 
fhips; he ſtil} remained firm in his ſtation off rhe 
Texel, and ſucceeded in keeping the Dutch ſhips- 
from proceeding te fea; a circuniſtance, in all pro- 
bability, of as big confequence to the nation us his- 
fobſequent victory. N op EE 
His behaviour at the time of the mutiny, will beſt- 
be ſeer-ſrom the ſpeech which he made to the crew 
of his own ſhip, on June 34, 1797, and which, as a 
piece of artleſs aud affecting oratory; cannot but be 
admi red by the moſt faſtidious taſte. His men being 


afſembled, rhe Admiral thus add reſſæd them from 


the quarter deck: 2 | 

* My lads— l once more call you togerher, with 
a ſorrowful heart, from what have lately feen— 
* the diſaffection of the fleets; I call it diſaffettion, 
for the crews-have no grievances. To be deſerted 
« by my fleet, im the face of an enemy, is a difgrace 
« which I believe never before happened to a Britiſh 
Admiral: nor could 1 have ſuppofed it poſlible. 
„My greateft comfort under God is, that 1 have 
been ſupported by the offreers, ſeamen, and marines 
of this ip; for which, with a heart overflowing 
* with gratirude, I requeſt you to accept my fincere 
4 thanks rs 

I flatter myſelf much good may reſult from 
« your example, by bringing thofe deluded people 
to a ſenſe of the duty which they owe, not on! 
„to their King and Country, but to themſelves, 
The Britiſh Navy has ever been the ſupport of that 
Liberty which has been handed down tor us by our 
* aneeſtors, and which, I truſt, we ſhall mainrain- 
to the lateſt poſterity ; and that can only be done 
* by-unanimity- and obedience, 

| F4 This 
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« This ſhip's company, and others ho have dif. 
4 tinguiſhed- themſelves by their loyalty and good 
order, deſerve to be, and doubtſeſs vill be, the 
« favourites of a grateful country ; they will alſo 
© have from their inward feelings a comfort which 
* muſt be laſting, and not like the fleeting and falſe 
confidence of thoſe who have ſwerved from their 
* duty! Tr n 
n Ir has often been my pride with yu to look into 

*« the Texel, and ſee a toe which dreaded comin 
out to meet us. — My pride is now humbled indeed! 
© — My feelings are rot eaſily to be expreſſed ! 
Our cup has overflown and made us wanton. 
+ Theall-wiſe PROVIDENCE has given us this check 
as a warning, and I hope we thall improve by it. 
On Him, then, let us truſt, where our en- ſecurity 
« can be found. | 

„I find there are many good men among us; for 
my own part, {have had full confidence of all in 
this ſhip: and once more beg to expreſs my appro- 
** bation of your conduct. 

„ May © a who has thus far conducted you, 
continue to do ſo; and may the Britiſh Navy, the 
« glory and ſupport of our country, be reſtored to 
its wonted ſplendour, and be not only the bulwark 
of Britain, — the terror of the world. But this 
can only be eflected by a ſtrict adherence to our 
duty and obedience: and let us pray that the 
* Almighty Gop may keep us in the right way of 
„thinking. . Gopb bleſs you all!” by OR 
The crew of the Venerable were fo affected by 
this impreſſive addreſs, that on retiring there was 
not a dry eye among them. * 

On the ſuppreſſion of the mutiny, the Admiral 
reſumed his ſtation with his whole fleet off the coaſt 
of Holland, either to keep the Duich ſquadron in 
the Texel, or to attack them if they ſhould attempt 
to come out. It has ſince been diſcovered, that the 
object of the Batavian Republic, in conjunction with 

Trance, was to invade Ireland, where doubtleſs they 
would have been cordially welcemed by — 
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bodies, of t he diſaffected. Hence it will be ſeen, 
that the object of watching and checking the 
motions of the Dutch Admiral 
conſequence. 6 * | 

After a long and very vigilant attention to the 


* 


was of the utmoſt 


important truſt repoſed in him, the Engliſh Admiral 


was neceſhtated to repair to Yarmouth-roads to refit; 
The Batavian commander ſeized this favourable in- 
terval, and proceeded to ſea. That active officer, 
Capt. Trollope, however, was upon the look-ovt, 
and having diſcovered the enemy, immediately diſ- 


—— a veſſel with the glad intelligetice to Admiral 


incan, who loſt not an-inſtant of time, but paſhed 


out at once, and in the-moxning the 11th of October, 
fell in with Capt. Trollope's fquadron of obſervations, - 


with the ſignal flying for an enemy to the lee ward. 
By a maſterly manœuvre, the Admiral placed him- 
ſelf between them and the Texel, ſo as to prevent 
them from re- entering without riſking an engagement. 
An action accordingly took place between Camper- 


down and Egmont, in nine fathoms water, and 
within five miles of the coaſt. The Admiral's own . 


fhip, in purſuance of a plan of naval evolution which 


he had long before determined to carry into effect, 


broke the enemy's line, and cloſely engaged the 


Dutch Admiral de Winter, : who, after a moit gallant - 


defence, was obliged to, ſtrike. Eight ſhips were 
taken, two of which carried flags ! 


All circumſtances conſidered—the time of the year, 
the force of the enemy, and the nearneſs to a dan- 
gerous ſhore—this action will be pronounced by every 


ſudge of nautical affairs, to be one of the moſt brilh- 
ant that graces our annals. 


The nation was fully ſenſible of the merit and 


conſequence of this ___ victory: politicians be- 


held in it the annihilation of the deſigns of our com- 
bined enemies; naval men admired the addreſs and 


| Kill- which were diſplayed by the Engliſh comman- 
der in his approaches to the attack; and the people 


at large were tranſported with admiration, joy, and 
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The honours which were inſtantly conferred upon 
the veneraBLr Admiral, received the approbation 
of men of all parties. October ziſt, 1797, he was 
created Lord Viſcount Duncan of Camperdown, and 
Baron Duncan of Lundie in the ſhire of Perth. On 
his being introduced into the Houſe of Peers, on 
November the 8th, the Lord Chancellor communica- 
ted to him the thanks of the Houſe, and in his ſpeech 


ſaid: “ He congratulated his Lordſhip upon his ac- 


eeſſion to the honour of a diftinguiſhed ſeat in chat 
place, to which his very -/ meritorious and unpara- 
* {elled profeſſional conduQt had deſervedly raiſed 
him; that: conduct (the Chancellor added) was 
* ſuch as not only merited the thanks of their Lord- 
*<© ſhips? Houſe, but the gratitude and applauſe of the 
Country at large: it had been inſtrumental, under 
the auſpices of Providence, in eſtabliſhing the ſe- 
** curity of his Majeſty's dominions, and fruſtrating 
the ambitious and deftruQive defigns of the enemy.” 

In the laſt ſeſſion of-parliament; a penſion. of 2060! 
per annum was granted his Lordſhip, for himſelf and 
the two next. heirs of the peerage. "$00 

In perſon, Lord Duncan is of a manly, athletic 
form, fix feet three inches high, erect and graceful, 
with a countenance that indicates. great intelligence 
and benevolence; 

His private character is that of a moſt affectionate 
relative, a ſteady· friend, and, what crowns the whole 
with a luſtre ſuperior to all other qualities or di- 
ſtinctiens, he is a man of. great and unaffected piety: 

The latter virtue may excite in ſome perſons a 
Mile of contempr : but the. liberal-minded will be. 
pleaſed to read that Lord Duncan feels-it. an. honour 
do de a chriſtian. 

He encourages religion by-his own practice ;] and 
the public obſervance of it has been always kept up 
where he has held the command. | 

When the victory was decided, which has immor- 
#lized his name, his Lordſhip ordered the crew. ob 
his ſhip to be called together, and u their head, 
upon his bended knees, Jo the preſence of.the Dutch 

Admiral, 
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Amira who was | affected with the ſcene, 
be ſolemly and pathetically offered up praiſe to the 


Gop' dr Barra! | ws oo fw 

Let it be added here, that his demeanour, when 
all eyes were upon him, in the cathedral of St. Paul's, 
on the day of general thankſgiving, was ſo humble, 
modeſt, and · devout, as greatly to ĩnereaſe that ad- 
miration whieh his ſervices had procured him. 1 

In ſnort Eord Duncan is one more inſtance of the 
truth of the aſſertion, that piety and courage are in- 
ſeparably allied; and that the latter quality, without 
the former, loſes its principal virtue. 


DR. SAMUEL HORSLE NY. 
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OF all the right, reverend.members of the epiſco- 
pal bench, no one has obtained more eclebrity than 
this learned prelate.. _ | 44-314 

We are well aware, that a Biſhop who has ſa 
greatly diſtinguiſhed. himſelf in political, as well as 
theological, controverſy, will be regarded by: differ-- 
ent men with very oppoſite ſentiments. Our aim, 


however, has no excluſive reference to either of theſe 


objects; and therefore we fhall ſtudy to give a faich- 
ful delineation of the character before us, without 
the ſlighteſt attention to the ſpirit of party, whether 
that party be of a religious or political complexzon. 
Dr. Samuel Horſley is the eldeſt: of the three ſons - 
of the Rev. Mr. Horftey, formerly miniſter of St. 
Martin's in the Fields: The grandfather of the Biſnop 
was bred a diſſenting divine, but he afterwards -- 
thought proper to conform to the eſtabliſhment. - _ 
18 


\ 
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His Lordſhipiwas born about the year % 29, and 
received the 1 of his — ory i. 
minſter ſchool, whence he was removed to the Uni- 
verſity of Cambridge. 81 = | 
He applied himſelf, while there. chiefly. to the 
ſtudy of mathematics; and not content with careful- 
ly reading the writings of the acuteſt of the moderns 
in that line, he went back to the profoundeſt of the 
aneieuts, and made himſelf thoroughly maſter of 
their moſt intricate reaſonings.. HET TE 
Having taken his degree of Maſter of Arts, he ac- 
cepred an invitation to go to Oxford, as private tutor 
to the preſent Earl of Aylesford. From that Uni- 
verſity he received a degree of Doctor of Laws, and 
in 1769 printed at the Clarendon preſs, his edition 
of the Inelinations of Apollonius, a geometrical work 
of conſiderable value, though exceedingly abſtruſe. 
Previous to his time, mathematical learning had been 
in little repute at Oxford; but fince that period it 
has grown into faſhion there, ſo that this Univerſity 
can hardly be faid to fall ſhort of her ſiſter, in that 
great branch of human knowlege. . 
Here our author firſt conceived the deſign of pub- 
liſhing a complete edition of the works of Sir Iſaac 
Newton; to which end he began to collect the neceſ- 
fary mate rials. 2 a 
On leaving the Univerfity, Dr. Horſſey eame to 
London, where he was elected Fellow-of the Royal 
Society, of which he was alſo choſen Secretary in 
1773. He continued to ſerve that office, with the 
greateſt credit to himſelf, as well as benefit to the 
{cientifie world, till the reſignation of the late Preſi- 
dent, Sir John Pringle, when finding that the con- 
noi ſſeurs and vi ſuoſ were gaining ground, he re- 
Soon after his ſettling in the metropolis, Dr. Horſ- 
ley was noticed by that obferving and excellent pre- 
late, Biſhop Lowth,* who invited him to become his 
domeſtie chaplain. It1s fomewhat remarkable, that 
at this time he was ſuſpected of not being quite or- 
thodox in his theological ſentiments, and thoſe who 


Pre- 
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pretended to ſmell hereſy in him; wondered at Bi- 
op Lowtl's taking him under his patronage. The 
only grounds for this ſuſpicion, were his being a 
gn mathematician, and his eloſe intimacy with 

. Maty and other men of feience, who were avow- 
ed Socinians; 057 WTF enen. 
In 1774, Biſhop Lowth preſented him to the rec« 
tories of St. Mary Newington and Albury, . both in 
the county of Surrey; and in the courſe of the ſame 
year he married a Miſs Botnam. 

In 1976, he ' publiſhed propoſals for a complete 
and elegant edition of the works of the immortal 
Newton, which appeared in 1779, in five volumes 
_”m with an excellent dedication to the King in 

in; , + 7 a - 
lt was expected that a large memoir reſpeQing the 
Prince of Philoſophers would have been prefixed to 
this edition; and conſiderable diſappointment was of 
courſe experienced by the public, when nothing .of 
this kind appeared. Certain it is, that the learned 
editor gave room for this expeQation, and had actu- 
ally made fome ' progreſs in the life. He-moreover 
had converſed with Dr. Johnſon upon the ſubject, 
who adviſed him to write it in Latin, as beſt ſuited 
to the dignity of the character. This biographical 
defideratnm, however, has not yer made its appear- 
ance ; and we are apprehenſive that it never will. 

In 1778, when the controverſy was on foot be- 
tween Drs. Prieftley, Price, and others, reſpeQing 
materialiſm, and philoſophical geceſſity, Dr. Horfley 
preached a ſermon on Good Friday ar St. Paul's Ca- 
thedral, which he afterwards publiſhed. In this 
ingenious difcourſe he reconciles, with much force 
of argument, the doQrine of divine providence with 
the free agency of man, and combats the neceſſartan 
hypotheſis with great, and, in the opinion of his 
friends, complete ſucceſs, - f 

About this time he was appointed Archdeacon of 
St. Albans, by Biſhop Lowth, who in 1782 pre- 
ſented him to the valuable living of South Weald in 
Efſex, - 03 47 ©; | b 5 
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In 1783 Dr. Prieſtley publiſhed his celebrat 
work the Hiſtory of the Corruptions of Chriſtia- 
nity.” It need hardly be mentioned, that the princi- 
pal deſign of this work was to overthrow the catholio 
doctrine reſpeQing.Chriſt's divinity, | 

Great was the triumph manifeſted by the unitarian 
parey on the publication of this elaborate hiſtory.— 

he outcry: made by them on the occaſion, naturally 
rouſed the attention of thoſe who adhered to the Or- 
thodox confeſſion, and Dr. Horſley ſeized this oppor- 
tunity of r not only the ſoundneſs of his 

ities for the moſt intricate branches 
of theological controverſ. 

In the ſummer of this year, he delivered to the 
clergy of the Archdeaconry of St, Albans a charge, 
in which he expreſsly controverted the-Secinian po- 
ſuion that the doctrine of the, Trinity was not main - 
tained by the Chriſtian chureh in the firſt three cen- 
turies; and he not only gave a flat contradiction to 
Dr. Prieſtley's aſſertion on this point, but charged 
him with having taken, without acknowledgement, 


"the whole kei wee Arg from Zwicker and other 


eminent Socinians of- the laſt century, 

This diſcourſe, at the requeſt of his reverend 
auditory, was printed, with. an appendix, explain- 
ing and confirming the poſitions which it contained. 

Dr. Prieſtley, whoſe pen is that of a ready writer, 
was not to be daunted at meeting with ſo formidable 
an antagoniſt ; on the contrary, he ruſhed at once. 
into the battle, with the impetuoſity of a man who 
ſeemed to place all his reputation, as a combatant,” 
upon the event of this conteſt. He, of courſe, in- 
ſtantly replied to the Archdeacon, in a ſeries of let- 
ters, which contained all his former aſſertions, ex- 
2 in a more conhdent tone than before. Dr. 

orſley was aware of the advantage which the pre- 
cipitaney of his oppanent had given him, and, there - 
fore, in his anſwer, which was alſo in the epiſtolary 
form, he neticed the frequent ſlips in Greek quota- 
tion, and reference, Which the Doctor had made; 
and, with great adroitnefs,. left it to the reader to 
judge, x 
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Judge, whether ſo haſty and incautious an hiſtorian- 
was to be depended upon in a matter of ſuch impor-- 
ance; . 

But he did not merely expoſe the Doctor's mi- 
takes. He followed up the attack by numerous 
proofs in behalf of the common belief, drawn from the 
early fathers of the. church and the pureſt ecclefiaſti-- 
cal hiſtorians. The difplay of reading and zcute 

reſearch in theſe letters is wonderful. The ſtyle 
alſo. is admirable ; and though at times ir aſſimes a 
lofty manner, yet the reader of taſte finds himſelf 
charmed with the elegance of the language, and the 
cloſeneſs of the reaſoning; 

Dr. Prieſtley - continued the combat, by another 
feries of letters, to which the Archdeacon again re- 

plied, The controverſy here cloſed on the part of 
the latter, who ſignified that it was an endleſs raſk- 
to- contend upon an exhauſted topic, with one who 
was never diſpoſed to ceaſe diſputing till he had ob- 
tained the laſt word. In 1789 Dr. Horſley collected 

theſe tracts and printed them in one volume octavo, 
with ſome additions, particularly a ſermon on the 
incarnation, preached at: Newington, on Chriſtmas- 
day, 1785, and which having a material relation to 

tie controverſy in queſtion, he thought proper to 
inſert in this collection. | | 

While this diſpute was going on, our learned di- 
vine was engaged. in another, which made nearly as, 
much noiſe as the firſt, at leaſt in the ſcientific world. 
When Sir Joſeph Banks came in as preſident of the 
Royal Society, on the reſignation of Sir John Pringle, 
the mathematical and philoſophical members of the 
Newtonian ſchool were diſguſted at the extraordina- 
ry preference which” was ſewn to ſubjects, as — 5 
conceived, of an inferior nature to thoſe whic 
ought in their opinion to engage the firſt learned ſo- 
ciety in the world. It has been ſaid, that cabals 
were formed by thoſe members of. the old ſtamp- 
againſt the preſident and his friends; but of this no 
proof was ever brought forward. 1 
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In 1784 the latter ventured upon a ſtep which 
could not fail to fan the ſmothering flame into a blare, 
Ahe council thought proper te diſmiſs the learned 
Doctor Hutton from the office of Latin ſecretary for 
foreign correſpondence, upon the very frivolous | a 
tence, that it was improper ſuch a poſt ſhould be 
filled by a perſon who did not refide in the metropo- 
lis. The ſcientific members took fire at this treat- 
ment of one of the ableſt and moſt reſpeQable of their 
body. Accordingly, in ſeveral meetings of the ſoci- 
ety, attempts were made to leſſen the influence of the 

reſident, and to reinftate Dr. Hutton in his place, 

t without ſucceſs. In this conteſt between philo- 
ſophy and the virtue, Dr. Horſley made the moſt 
confpicuous figure. Finding, however, that his la- 
bours and chofe of his learned aſſociates were in vain, 
he forſook (to expreſs it.in his own forcible language) 
* that temple, where philoſopby once reigned, 
* and where NzwrTon-prefided as her officiating 
“ miniſter.” . 
In 1786 Dr. Horſley obtained, without either ſoli- 
citation or even expectaney, a prebend in the cathe- 
dral church of Glouceſter. His friend on this occa- 
fion was Lord Thurlow, then Chancellor; who, 
without being perſonally known to Dr. H, or receiv- 
ing any application on his behalf, reſiſted every re- 
queſt that was made for this valuable preferment, 
and beſtowed it upon the man whom he juſtly conſi - 
dered as having merited it the moſt of any divine in 
this age. ; 
— the gu following, the DoQor preached 
an ordination {ſermon in the cathedral of Glouceſter, 
in which he maintained with great ſtrength this poſi- 
tion—that on the ceſfition of miraculous gifts, hu- 
man learning is ſubſtituted by divine appointment, as 


an eſſential qualification for the chriſtian miniſtry.— 


At the command of the venerable prelate before 
whom it was delivered (Doctor Samuel Halifax) this 
ingenious diſcourſe was ſoon after printed; and ex- 
cited conſiderable notice, and ſome —— 
5 ext 
T Sir Joſeph was accuſed, in an able pemphlet of that day, of 
taking very improper means to oblzin the admim̃on cx rejection 
of Candidates. . | 
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Next year Dr. Horſley was elevated to the epiſco- 
pal bench, on the tranſſation of Dr. Smallwell from 
the ſee of St. David to that of Oxford. Lord 'Thur- 
low, on this occaſion, was again his ſteady and un- 
ſolicited patron; and it is well known that he made 
it a point to bring in his friend, in oppoſition to can- 
didates who were backed by all the force of miniſ- 
terial influence, res] 7 

Soon after his admiſſion to the Houſe of Lords, 
Dr. Horſley had an opportunity of diſplaying his 
eloquence and learning, which he did to great ad- 
vantage, on Earl Stanhope's motion for a reviſion and 
reform of the canons of the church. His ſpeech on 
this occaſion afforded uncommon pleaſure to rhe 
houſe ; and, what was rather remarkable, drew from 
the noble Earl juſt mentioned a very liberal en- 
comium. - | 

On the great ſtruggle made by the proteſtant dif- 
ſenters in 1990, to obtain a repeal of the Corpora- 
tion and Teſt acts, a pamphlet appeared, entitled, 
* a Review of the Caſe of the Proteſtant Diſſcaters,“ 
which was written with ſuch boldneſs and elegance 
on the High Church fide, that, though anonymous, 
all parties concurred in attributing it to the Biſhop of 
St, David's; nor in fact were they wrong in their 
conjecture. 

The year following, he made a conſpicuous figure 
in eonſequence of his primary charge to the clergy 
of his dioceſe; in this he maintained the old- faſhion- 
ed doctrine of juſtification by faith alone, and preſſed 
it home upon his hearers, that the too common prac- 
tice of preaching mere morality was deſtructive of 
vital religion. | 

This charge, of a complexion ſo very different 
from what had been uſually delivered in cathedral 
churches, attracted conſiderable notice, Thoſe who 
were attached to the Calviniſtic principles, or, as 
they are: commonly called, Evangelical Chriſtians, 
were enraptured with the ſentiments conveyed in 
this diſcourſe, Others, on the contrary, conceived 

that the Biſhop had miſtaken the doctrine of the 
goſpel, 
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goſpel, on the ſubject of juſtification ; while the 
 Vaitarians were extremely irritated at the harſh 
terms in which his Lordſhip had memioned their ſe& 
and creed in his charge. Several replies were 
accordingly publifhed to it; but the learned prelate 
ſeemed to conſider himſelf ſuperior to the adverſaries 
who wiſhed to provoke him again into controverſy. 
His conduct in the fee of St. David's is highly 
pratſeworthy. Of all the biſhoprics, no-one exhibit- 
ed more. poverty, or more 1gnorance, on the part of 
the clergy,. than this: Many of the curacies, When 
his lordſhip entered upon the government” of this 
extenſive. dioceſe, did not exceed ten pounds, per 
annum, and ſome of the churches were: actually 
ſerved for five ! It may eaſily be concluded w hat fort 
of divines a great part of theſe ꝓoor miniſters were, 
under ſuch circumſtances. What was ſtill worſe, 
the mult tude of candidates for- orders increaſed. 
yearly, ſo that Wales poured her: ſuperfluous clergy 
into England,-to the diſgrace of the cloth, and the 
real injury of ſuch as were. regularly bred. The 
writer: of this has no ĩnclination to ſport himſelf at 
the expence of any body of men; but he could 
entertain the reader with many whimſical anecdotes 
reſpecting the learning. and ingenuity of the Welch 
elergy: A reform was; therefore, neceſſary, but to 
accompliſk it required a ſtrong and perſevering mind. 
Our indefatigable prelate was not to be daunted 
by any obſtacles: He obtained, with- the greateſt 
poſſible diſpatch, an aceurate and minute ſtate of his 
dioceſe He then gave notice to the beneficed 
olergy, who did notereſide, that they would be com- 
pelled to reſidence, or to allow their curates a more 
liberal ſalary. By this means, he remedied that 
ſhameful abuſe, of one man's ſerving ſeveral churches. 
on the ſame day; limiting a enrate to two only, and 
rchoſe within a moderate diſtance from each other. 
Having regulated the condition of the clergy, he 
grooeeded to a ſtricter courſe, with reſpect to candi- 
dates for holy orders, admitting none without perſon- 
ally examining them himſelf, and looking very 
mrrowly into the titles. which they produced. 
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With all this vigilance, his Lordſhip aQted to them 
as a tender father, cncouraging them to viſit him 
during his ſtay in the country, which was uſually 

for ſeveral months in the year, aſſiſting them a 
advice, and adminiſtering to their temporal neceſſities 
with a liberal and paternal hand: 

In his progreſs through the dioceſe he frequently 
preached in the 2 churches, eſpecially on the 
diys when the ſacrament was adminiſtered, aud 
beltowed+conſrderable largeſſes upon.the poor. 

He kept a moſt hofpitable tabſe at. nis epiſcopal 
palace, at Aberguilly, near Caermarthen, to» which 
the neighbouring gentry - and ' clergy were. always 
welcome. In ſhort, he was a bleffing ro that poor 
people; and they followed him with grateful hearts, 
and parted from him with infinite reluctance. This 
is not an ideal picture: it is a true but imperfe& 
ſketch of actual life; and ſuch as the feeble painter 
had opportunities of ſeeing more than once. 

On January 3oth, 1793, the biſhop of. St. David's 

was appointed to preach before the Houſe of Lords, 

and as the recent murder of the King of France was- 
te general tropic of converſation and pity, the abbey 
was greatly crowded: That diſcourſe is in ptint; 
and whatever may be thought of the notions on. 
government, which diſtinguith it, there can be but. 
ene opinion concerning its very beautiful and pathetic 

peroration, When publiſhed, the biſfiop appended 

to his ſermon a long vindication of the character of 
the character of Calvin, from the charge of being a 

friend to rebellion and regicide. 

The following year he was tranſlated, on the death 
of Biſhop Pearce, from St. David's to Rocheſter, on 
which occaſion he reſigned: all his other church pre- 
ferments. | 

When he entered upon his office as Dean of Weſt- 
minſter, he found many things in the condition of 
that ehurch which ſtood in great need of reformation ; 
and with his uſual activity, he inſtantly ſer about the 
work. In particular, the ſalaries of the annor- 
eanans. and officers were extremely low, and by no 

| , means.. 
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means proportionate. With a moſt commendable 
ſpirit of liberality, therefore, he obtained an inſtant 
advance, and then began to regulate the conduct and 
duty of the perſons whom he had ſo materially aſſiſt- 
ed Had he; on the contrary, ſet about a more exact 
diſcipline, without attending to the neceſſities of 
theſe men, they would, perhaps, have juſtly con- 
ſidered him as a ſevere taſł · maſter, and murmured 
at his regulations, By this mode of conduct, he 
=_ their eſteem and gratitude; and it may 
afely be ſaid, that no man ever filled that ſtation 
with ſuch popularity as the preſent dean.. = 

in the career of politics, his popularity, perhaps, 
is not quite ſo great. The zeal which he diſplays in 
the agitation of public meaſures, and the promptneſs 
with which he expreſſes his ſentiments on the fide of 
the eſtabliſhed order of things, civil and religious, 
have procured him many enemies. Without endea- 
youring to extenuate any thing in his conduct that 1s 
reprehenfible, let it be permitted for us to ſay, that 
his language has been often greatly miſrepreſented, 
and been made by his adverſaries to expreſs a mean- 
ing which the right reverend prelate holds in abhor- 
rence. He has been too apt to expreſs his ſentiments- 
in ubſtract propoſitions, which may be made, by 
artful men, to ſignify what never entered into his 
lordſhip's mind. Were we to act ſo generoufly, as 
to put the beſt conſtruction upon his obſervations. 
and that certainly-ought to be done, unleſs his own 
explanation proved deciſive, in all probability, we 
ſhould find here lefs occaſion for 2995 wy and more 
for commendation. DD” v4 

But to leave his political reputation to its fate. 
In 1796, he money without his name, a moſt pro- 
found and elegant diſſertation on “ the Latin and 
Greek Proſodies,“ dedicated to Lord Thurlow. In 
this learned performance he ſhews an uncommon 
depth of penetration into, and acquaintance with, 
the nature and conſtruRion of the ancient languages; 
and approves himſelf a moſt powerful, though per- 


haps not an invincible advocate for the uſe of the 
Greek accents. © : 
We 


* - ** 
* ates ® > 1 . te * 
D r Mc». 4£L.- -p- aft >» + '® n * * | ad TR 4 £43 20% 4 — A» <vwwf +» #.4*% 59 * * 
- - | 


* 


J'VDGE BULLER. .. 117 


We underſtand that this zealous and active prelate 

is now deeply engaged in a work upon the prophecies 
of the Old and New Teſtament ; and ftom his known 
powers, as a profound thinker and calculator, there 
can be no doubt entertained of the value of his per- 
formance, ſhould he, as it is to be hoped he will, 
favour the world with the fruits of his reſearches. 
- Befides the works already mentioned, biſhop 
Horſley is the author of ſome ingenious papers on 
mathematical ſubjects, various ſermons on public 
occaſions, and ſeveral epiſcopal charges. | 

He has been twice married. By his firſt lady he 
had two children ; one only of whom is living, who 
is at preſent at Chriſt- chureh college, Oxford, 
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SIR FRANCIS BULLER is the eldeſt ſon of the 
late John Buller, Eſq. of Morval, in the county of 
Cornwall. The extenſive parliamentary ineres of 
his family is well known; this, joined to his own 
abilities, could not fail to raiſe him, early in life, to 
an eminent rank in his profeſſion. 

After being educated at Wincheſter ſchool, he was 
called to the — in the year 1763, and brought into 
parliament ſoon after. This with a lawyer is gene- 
rally a prelude to a ſilk gown, but it was not imme- 
diately obtained. His E debut did not 
promiſe much eminence, for he commenced his career 
as a ſpecial pleader, having ſtudied the practical part 
of this dull but neceſſary branch of legal ſcience undet 
the preſent Judge Aſnhurſt, and like his precurſor he 
was always ranked among the moſt eminent in that 
particular line. This character, accordingly, ſoon 
brought him into great repute as a common-law 

- draughtſman; 
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-draughtſman ; and Erſkine, after e R by hie 
word, firſt brandiſhed a pen at his deſk. . 

His practice at the bar was, at the ſame time, very 
conſiderable. | 

In 1772, Mr. Buller publiſhed An Introduction 
to the Law of Nisi PRTus,“ which is a nols me tangere 
of its kind, and will long continue to enjoy a high 
degree of eſtimation; indeed, in every thing that 
did not require an appeal to the paſſions, he ſhewed 
himſeli a maſter : then only he failed! His eloquence, 
as a counſcl, was neither plealing nor powerful, but 
on the other hand, few judges deliver themſelves 
with more propriety than him; his language being 
dignified, and his manner, perhaps, ſomewhat too 
authoritative, This affords a pioof that the oratory 
ſuited for the bar is effentially different from that 
adapted for the bench. 

The borough intereſt of his family, added to a 
matrimonial alliance with that of the late Earl Ba- 
thurſt, at length procured him a ſilk gown, the place 
of a Welch judge, and even elevated him to the coif, 
while yet a very young man. He was accordingly 
called to the degree of ſerjeant at law, on being 
appointed one of the juſtices of the court of King's 
Bench. h | | 

In this capacity his abilities had full play, as he 
poſſeſſes great quickneſs of perception, readily fore- 
ſees the conſequences of facts, and anticipates the 
drift of an argument at the firſt glance; bur, like the 

reat lawyer whom he has been ambitious of copy- 
mg, he is ſoinetimes rather too haſty in drawing bis 


As ſoon as he aſſumed the ermine, he 1 * 


tracted the particular attention of Lord Mansfie lq, 


and although the youngeſt judge that was ever pro- 
moted to the bench, yet his opinion had always more 
influence wich the Chief quſtice than chat of any of 

his collegues. | 
Our judge has alſo at times been accuſed of ſome- 
what bordering en petulance of diſpoſition, which 
has led him into rather unpleaſant alcercations. An 
- inſtance 
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Inſtance of this occurred at the famous trial of the 
Bean of St. Aſaph, when, after puſhing his oppſition 
to his quondam pupil, Mr. Erſkine, to threats and 
defiance, he at length ſuffered him to ſet his authority 
at nought, and even allowed him to proceed in the 
interrogatories the judge had ſo ſtrenuouſly oppoſed, 

When Lord Mansfield was about to retire, he ex- 
erted the remains. of his once - powerful intereſt ts 
procure the nomination of Buller to ſucceed him, and 
is even ſaid to have retained his poſt, on this very 
account, ſome time after he had been diſenabled*by - 
his infirmities from performing its duties. 

Some time ſince Sir Francis exhibited a wiſh to re- 
tire from the King's Bench, and propoſed an exchange 
for a ſeat in the 1 Pleas, but difficulties then 
oecurred, which deferred the accompliſhment of his 
wiſhes. He was then ſecond on the Bench, and had 
he removed during the life of Judge Gould, he muft 
have ſat as third only in the Common Pleas; but on 
the death of that 2 and honeſt man, he 
had his wiſh gratified, by a removal from the ſuppo- 
ſed object of his diſpleaſure. 

He was lately placed at the head of the Special 
Commiſſion for trying the ſtate priſbners at Maidſtone, 
and he muſt be allowed by all candid men to have 
conducted hiniſelſ with great impartiality, A cir- 
cumftance happened on this occaſion which gave the 
judge an opportunity to ſhew his impartiality to great 
ad vantage; we mean the diſcovery of the letter writ- 

ten by the Rev. Mr. Young, ſon of the Secretary of 
the Board of Agriculture; of which we ſhall not ſay 
a ſingle word, as he is now under proſecutien by 
the Attorney General]. 

The compliments paid by the judge to Mr. Fox, 
the Duke of Norfolk. Lord Suffolk; and other noble- 
men and Gentlemen in Oppoſition, have drawn down 
upon his head the abuſe of ſome of the Miniſterial 
papers; and by a ſtrange fatality, the great lawyer, 
formerly ſuſpected of leaning towards deſpotiſm, is 
conſidered by them as at preſent too little attached 
to prerogative. | A 
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ble one, and he pays every attention to his gueſts. 
Gay, facetious, liberal in his converſation and opi- 
nions, he deſpiſes the petty prejudices of the day, 
and proves that he has confidered mankind, rather in 
the character of a philoſopher than a lawyer. 
Much to his honour he has improved great por- 
tions of the waſte land in his neighbourhood, and 
when theſe are brought into a ſtare of cultivation, be 
builds cottages, and pertions them out into little 
farms, at eaſy rents. 1 9 

Thus, while he is benefiting the preſent age, he 
is alſo creating a noble fortune for his poſterity ! 


„ 
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THIS gentleman, better known by his poetical 
appellation of Peter Pindar, is a native of that part 
of Devonſhire which has been called the Garden of 
England. He was educated, we believe, at Kingſ- 
bridge, near which he was born, The ſchoolmaſter 
of that town, an exceeding good ſcholar, and a man 
of moſt amiable manners, was a quaker, 

'The uncle of our bard being a ſingle man, and 
eſtabliſhed at Fowey, in, Cornwall, as an Apothe- 
cary, took his nephew, when young, with a view to 
his ſucceeding him in his buſineſs, Here he acquired 
a tolerable ſhare of medical knowledge; and was in 
great eſteem with his kinſman, and the neighbour- 
| hood. At his leiſure hours he cultivated his mind 

by the peruſal of the beſt modern writers; and im- 
proved himfelf conſiderably in the art of drawing, to 

which he ſhewed an early propenſity, 0 
n 
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Oa the appointment of Sir William Trelawney to 
be Goveradr of Jamaica, about the yeat 1769, Mr, 
Wolcott felt a ſtrong inclination to accompany him? 
eſpecially as that gentleman was a diſtant relation of 
his own, and a great friend to the family. He ac- 
cordingly preſſed his uncle, not only to give his con- 
ſent to the project, but alſo to ſolicit the favour from 
Sir William. ni Do ONT R * * 
The old gentleman was at firſt extremely concern- 
ed at this turn in his nephew's mind. It was a com- 
plete overthrow of his favourite ſcheme reſpecting 
him, and'it- was moreover depriving himſelf of a 
moſt uſeful aſſiſtant. Remonſtrances, — were 
vain; and therefore, with the greateſt good nature, 
he waſted upon the Governor, and obtained the fa- 
your that the young adventurer ſhould make one in 
his 'ſuſte. 1. N 25 

In the voyage the ſhip touched at Madeira, where 
Peter, enchanted with the beauties which nature ſo 
luxuriantly exhibits in that iſland, wrote ſome exqui- 
fire ſonnets. On his arrival at Jamaica, he com- 
mencea . with which he blended the prac- 
fice of phyſic, and was actually nominated Phyſician 
General to the iſland. A circumſtance however oc 
curred that diverted him for ſome time from his me- 
dical career, and threw him into the arms of a pro- 
feſſion, for which few men were ever leſs qualified. 

The incumbent of the moſt valuable living in Ja- 
maica happened to pay the laſt tribute to nature not 
long after the Doctor ſet'led there. Whether his 
practice had not been ſufficiontly lucrative, or What 
other motive poſſeſſed him, we know not, but cer- 
tain it is, he looked upon the vacant rectory with a 
wiſhful eye. As there was no clergyman at hand to 
ſupply the place of the deceaſed, the phyſician of 
the body cominenced phyſician of the ſoul, and ac- 
tually officiated for a conſiderable time in this capa- 
city, reading the prayers of the church of England, 
and preaching occaſionally, _ . 

-Fearing, at length, that he ſhould be ſuperſeded, 
by a regular miniſter properly inſtituted to the liv- 
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ing, the Doctor ſet out for England, carrying with 
him ſtrong letters of recommendation to the Biſhop of 
London, that he unight not only be:ordained but allo 
be appointed to the church which he, had ſerwed. 

Bur though his application was backed pretty 
ſtrongly by ſome very conſideruble friends in; England, 
the Biſhap refuſgd to admit him, on the ground, we 
believe, of his having preſumed to perform the mi- 
niſteria] duties without being pruperly licenſed there · 
tao. | Bude Kinn | 

In conſequenee of: this diſappointment, the Doc- 
tor declined reviſiting his patients and pariſhiorers in 
the Weſt Indies; but having previoufly-obtained the 
degree of M. D. from one of the-Scoteh univerſities, 
ke went down tog the place of his former reſidence, 
and after living there ſome time, removed to T ruro, 
where he practiſed for ſeveral years as a phyſician, 
with great credit and ſucceſs. - About this time his 
uncle died, and left him nearly two thouſand pounds. 
The doctor's ſatirical vein . itſelf on various 
| occaſions in Cornwall; particularly in ſome humo- 
rous jokes, which he played off upon the late Mr. 
Roſewarne, of Truro, and other gentlemen of the 
neighbourhood. He was alſo engaged in ſome trou- 
bleſoine and expenſive lawſuits ;. one of which was 
with the corporation of Truro, relative totheir right 
of putting upon him a pariſh apprentice. In conſe- 
quence of the ſe diſputes, he found that part of the 
world diſagreeable, and therefore reſolved to quit 
it for a ſphere more congenial te his talents and diſ- 
poſition. 

During his reſidence in this county, the Doctor 
had an opportunity of bringing forward to the world 
An eminent natural genius, Who otherwiſe might 
have been buried in total oblivion, or at the moſt 
have been a ſign-painter'in his native country, The 
perſon we allude to was Joun Orik, -whoſe rude 
drawings ia common chalk, eſpecially likeneſſes, 
our Doctor viewed with ſome curiofity and admira- 
Aion in bis rides through the village of St. — 

l ** ; where 
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where Opie was a pariſh apprentice to one Wheeler, 
thouſe carpenter. | | 

Theſe 3 were ſo ſuperior to what could be 
upected in ſuch a place, and from ſuch a perſon, 
hat the phyſieian was induced to become his inftruc- 
yr and his -patron. He accordingly furniſked him 
with materials; and gave him leſſons, by which he 
xofiecd in a manner that ſurpriſed and-delighted the 
knevolent tutor. Having made a rapid progreſs 
pie went to Exeter, Where he acquired ſome know- 
kige of oil painting. From that city he removed 
London, and under Sir Joſhua Reynolds became 
ze of the moſt eminent artiſts of the age. 
We are ſorry to remark, however, that a violent 
underſtanding took place during ſome years be- 
n the doctor and his pupil, and from what we 
n learn; the cauſe originated in the forgetfulneſs 
th which the latter affected to treat his obligati- 
to the former, | | | 
Of the Doctor's poetical productions while he was 
aged in the practice of phyſic, we have ſeen only 

pecimen ; but that is an excellent one, and we 
| our readers will be pleaſed with us for-inſerting 
n this place. | ; 
h the year 1776, when Mr. Polwhele, well-known 
bis various publications, was at Truro-ſchool, he 
given to him for an evening exerciſe, to be tran- 
d into Engliſh, the following beautiful Latin Epi- 
n on leep : 


FX AM. A&A. 


TV GET SEXW EST 


Somae levis, quamquam certiſſima mortis imago, 
Conſottem cupio te tamen eſſe tori: 

Alma qties, optata veni ; nam, fic, fine vita 
Vivere, quam feave eſt ; fic, fine, morte, mon, 


this epigram the doctor was requeſted to give a 
lation, which he produced in a few minutes as 
Ws: £ 


Come, gentle fleep, attend thy vot'ry's prayer, 
And tho? death's image to my couch repair, 
How ſweet, thus lifeleſs, yet with lite to nt, 
Thus, without dying, O how ſweet te die! 
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Our author's firſt literary production was an Bij. 
tle to the Reviewers,” 4to. 1782, a truly haughab] 
piece of ſatire, and certainly diſcharged againſt fair 

ame, His next performance was Lyrie Odes to th 
* Royal Academicians, 1785, in which is a happy mix 
ture of wit, taſte, and elegance, but at the ſame 
time it muſt be allowed, that a want of candour diftin 
guiſhes the crinciſms, and Hs reſpeQ 
to the paintings of Mr. Weſt, 

In the year following, he publiſhed another ſeto 
Odes to the Members of the Royal Academy, bear 
ing the ſame characteriſtics. About the ſame tim 
he produced a performance of more originality and 
boldneſs. This was the Lowfiad, a mock heroi 
poem, abounding in wit, humour, and ſtrength. 

The foundation on which our Satyriſt erected thi 
lively piece, was this :— His Majeſty one evening a 
ſupper obſerved a human hair upon his plate, amon 
ſome green peas. This offenſive object occaſioned 
decree to be iſſued forth, that all the ceoks, ſcullions 
&c. in the royal kitchen, ſhould have their head 
ſhaved. Great murmurings were excited by thi 
mandate; but the law, like that of the Medes and 
Perſians, was irrevocable, 

On this incident, Peter formed his exquiſite pre 

duction; only changing the hair, by virtue of the 
licentia poetica, to a living animal. 
His next production was an epiſtle to James Bo 
well, Eſq. the ſelf-ſufficient attendant upon D 
Johnſon to the Hebrides. This was followed b 
„ Bozzi and PIOzzi,“ in which the folly of uu 
rattle biographers is expoſed in the happieſt ma 
ner. a 

The greateſt ſucceſs attended our author's pub 
_ cations, Never did any fatyriſt diſplay ſuch vario 
excellence. Thoſe who diſapproved his ſentiment 
and were offended at his freedom and want of repel 
for authority, could not read his poems with u 
moved muſcles. To give a catalogue of his nome 
rous writings would be needleſs. There can be n 


occafion to ſpecify at length what is univerſal 


know 
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©: krown and as univerſally admired. Though our E 
chor has ſhone moſt 2 — as a ſatyriſt, and 
ft fa here indeed his ſplendour has been of an extraordi- 
" karg nary brilliancy, yer the reader of his ſonnets will. 
ſometimes be diſpoſed to regret his having devoted 
ſo much of his time and genius to temporary and 


meg perſonal ſubjects. 


diſtin The admirers of poetical elegance may laugh at 
om I bard's pleaſant tales and whinfical deſcriptions , 
x but they will feel a more exquiſite ſenſation on read- 

et ing the tender and ſentimental effuſions of his pen. 
bear he Doctor, we undeiſtard, lately ſuperintende d 
e ting 4 new edition of Pilkington's dictionary of Paintcrs, 
) a io which he made ſome additions. Before we con- 
hero clude, it may not be amiſs to remark, that in his 
th. * converſation our Satyriſt does not exhibit either chat 
d facetiouſneſs or acetbity Which are ſo eminently diſ- 
11 l played in his works. | 


Neither ought we to finiſh this article without 
obſerving, that Meſſrs. Robinſons, Golding, and 
Walker, agreed, in 1795, to pay Dr. W. an annuity 
of 2401, per annum, for the copy-right of his works. 
Unfortunately, owing to. ſome obſcurity in drawing 
up the agreement, it has been contended by one 
party, that it implies only thoſe of the Poet already 
| publiſhed, while the others wiſh to include all that 
may hereafter be given te the world, by the face- - 
tious Peter, | 

We are ſorry to add, that an action at common 
law, has been ſucceeded by a chancery ſuit ; and © 
without entering into the merits of a queſtion, on / 
which ſome future Chancellor may decide, in the 
courſe of the nineteenth century, we moſt cordially 
recommend an amicable adjuſtment, and immediate 
compromiſe to all parties. What a pity, chat the ra- 
ae harpies of the law ſhould be permitted to 

wallow up the patrimony of the Muſes! 

Our poet, we believe, ouce more praQtiſes as a 
phyſician, Lately recovered from an aſthma, he has 
acquired an intimate acquaintance with the theory of 
that diſeaſe, and is himſelf a living inſtance, hon 
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with ſkilful management it is not fatal, even in its 
laſt and worſt ſtages. He has alſo minutely inveſti. 
gated the ſtructure of that delicate organ, the human 
Car. c 

This is a ſpecies of knowledge neither to be ob- 
tained on the ſummit of, Parnaſſus, nor drawn from 
the fountain Hippocrene ;_ bur there is-a certain uni- 
verſality in genius, which, indeed, conſtitutes one 
of. its chief charactetiſtics. 1 


JOHN MOORE, D. D. 
LoD AAcHBISsHO T OF-CANTERBURY, 
Frimate of all England. 


* 


SOME of the ableſt and beſt prelates of whom the 
Church of England has to boaſt, originally aroſe from 
very humble Cioations in ſociety. The catalogue of 
her primates, in particular, almoſt entirely conſiſts 
of perſons of Jowly extraQtion. Cranmer, Parker, 
Grindal, and Whitgift, the, great pillars of the 
church eſtabliſhment, after the | RA from the 
papal yoke, were all of a mean deſcent,” if, as in the 
vulgar phraſeology of common life, poverty and 
meanneſs be ſynonymons. 

Archbiſhop Abbot- was. edncated and maintained 
by public charity. 

Laud's father was a weaver ;, ſo was Tillotſon's ; 
and none of them appear to have been in circum- 
ſtances to provide for his fon. 3 

Potter was a ſervitor in his college z. and both 
Herring and Secker were more indebted to good for- 
tune, and lucky hits in life, than to family connex10ns, 
for their ele vation to the epiſcopal bench. 
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Nor has this been the caſe only with the Church of 
England. The moſt eminent of the Roman pantifis | 
ſprung from obſcurity ;. aud the poor people ia Italy, 
until of late, have been accuſtomed. to excire in their 
childreman application to ſtudy; by relating io them 
the ſtory of Pope Sixtus the Fifth. That great man 
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vas the ſon of a cortager ; and on his ele vation to the 


tiara, he ufed to ſiy in contempt of the paſquinades 
that were made upon his birth, that he was (domus 
natus illuftri+) * vorn of an illuſtrious houſc, 
becauſe the ſun beams paſſing through the broken 
walls and ragged roof, il{uflirated every corner of 
«his father's hut!” 

Dr: Moore, the preſent Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
is a native of Glouceſter, where his father was a 
butcher, in ſuch low circumſtances that he could nos 
afford the expenees neceſſary to giye his ſon that libe- 
ral education which he both deſired and deſerved; - 
He was therefore brought up at the free ſchool of his 
native City, and on account of his docility of behaviour 
and promiſing talents, ſome friends procured for him 
a humble firuation in Pembroke College, Oxford, 
whence he afterwards removed to Chriſt-Church. 

While at college, he applied himſelf to his ſtudies - 
with conſiderable aſſiduity, and acquired great freſ- 
pect by his modeſt demeanour, the regularity of his 
conduct, and his claſſical attainments. | 

He had, however, with all theſe qualifications, 'no-' 
higher proſpeR before him than that of a country 
euracy, till one of thoſe lucky circumſtances happened 
which ſometimes occur in the great game of human 
life, and bring the obſcureſt individual to the moſt 
unlikely of all ſituations 0 

The late Duke of Marlborough affected to love the 
ſtudy of mathematics; and. in conſequence of that 
propenfiry, Mt. Bliſs, Savilian profeſſor of geometry 
and aftronomer royal, was frequently at Blenheim, 
T This is a play upon words, and unortunately{loſes much of its 
point by tranſlation, | | 
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In one of his viſits there, the Duke aſked the Profeſſor 
to recommend him a young man qualified to act us 
private tutor to the Marquis of Blandford, Bliſs, whoſe 
ids never went beyond the preſent circumſtance, 
had no thoughts of his awn fon, but was puzzling his. 
brains to pitch upon ſome perſon that might antwer 
the Duke's purpofe. At the time he was thus rumi— 
nating, young Moore happened to be ſtrolling in the 
park, and as he was of the ſame college with the 
Yro{- for, who reſpected his charaRer, he at once 
mentioned him to his Grace, as one well qualitied to 
undertake the charge. | 4 

in . this ggecommendation, Mr. Mocre 
was ſent for, who very readily accepted the offer 
which was made him. But the pride of the Ducheſs 
won! not permit her to allow her ſon's tutor to dine 
in her preicn-e; and therefore Mr. Moore was 
obliged to put up with a place at the ſecond table, 
Thi mortification atifing from this circumſtance, per- 
haps, was nor chen very great: but it is remarkable, 
that this haughty dame, when ſhe became n widow, 
ach ally courted the very fame tutor to receive her 
hand ! NE 

Few men in Mr. Moore's circumſtances would have 
ſcrupled how to act on ſuch an occaſion. His pru- 
dence, however, made him foreſee that no real good 
could well reſult to him from an acceptance of the 
propoſal; and he accordingly declined it. This 
Zenerous conduct endearing him to his pupil and the 
whole family, every exertion was made to promote 
his advancement in the church, , 

As a firſt ſtep, the young Duke ſettled” an annuity 
of 4o0l, upon Dr. Moore, and obtained for him, in 
1 709, a golden ptebend in the cathedral of Durham, 
to which a valuable living was annexed, In 1771, 
his Grace perſonally ſolicited for him, of the King, 
the Deanry of Canterbury, and obtainedþ it; - in 
1775, he was made Biſhop of Baygor. | ; 

On the death of Dr.Frederick Cornwallis, in 1783, 
the ſee of Canterbury was offered to the os rome 

I} 


prelates that then ornamented the Eng hurch, 
| | 5 : Lowth. 
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\ Lowth and Hurd. The former declined the tran- 
lation, from his great age, and the latter from his 
attachment to his own dioceſe of Worceſter. It is 
reported, but upon what ground we will not venture 
to ſay, that his Majeſty, on this, deſired each of thoſe 
great men to recommend one-of the Biſhops-to him, 
as the fitteſt in their judgment to fill} the metropoli- 
tical chair ; and that they both, without having any 
knowlegeof each other's opinion, mentioned DrMoore. 

To have ſuppreſſed this anecdore in this place would 
have been wrong, becauſe the flory has been very 
generally reported, and it may be-true, As for our 
part, we are inclined to believe that the real fact is 
otherwiſe, and that his advancement to the primacy 
was the effect of the ſame patronage which firſt raiſed 
him in the church. Moſt undoubtedly he had not 
evinced any of thoſe ſtrong powers which could have 
produced 10 remarkable a predileQion iu his favour 
in the minds of his learned brethren; beſides, we 
might ſay, that it is very unlikely a poſt of fuch con- 


2 ſhould, in a manner, be ſuffered 40 g 


a-vegging. | 
Let the matter be as it may, Dr, Meore obtained 
the ne plus ultra of eccleſiaſtical dignity, and his cea- - 
duct in it has been ſo decorous, as to reflect great 
honour upon -himfelf and his patrons. - The ſee of 
Canterbury requires a very temperate perſon ; and his 
race has exactly ſteered that courſe, which his 
:Hluftrious predeceſſors, Tillotſon and Secker, purſued - 

with credit to themſelves and benefit to the church. 
He has wiſely avoided taking any active part in 
political diſputes, neither has he adopted any ſteps 
to inflame: the minds of diſſenters on the one hand, 

nor to alarm the friends of orthodoxy on the other, 
When any meaſure has been before the Houſe of 
Peers, in which the intereſts of the church were at 
all concerned, his Grace has generally been an able, 
but moderate, ſpeaker. During his primacy, the 
extenſion of toleration, and epiſcopacy have taken 
place; for the Catholics have been greatly relieved, 
and · Biihops have been appointed in America, Both 
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theſe circumſtances had his Grace's countenance and 
ſapport. He has, moreover, been the conſtant friend 
of merit; and numerous acts of generous patronage - 
might be recorded in his praiſe. | 

t too frequently, happens, that men of ebſcure 
origin affect to forget the lowly ſtock from whence 
they ſprung. An elevation for which they were no 
way prepared by family connexions, generally turns 
their heads'dizzy with falſe pride; and then a view 
of their humble defcent becomes offenſive. Former 
friendſhips and ſituations are conſtantly wiped out of 
their remembrance, and poor relations are carefully 
ſhunned, or are caſt into ſhade, to ſubſiſt on a pittance 
Privately beſtowed; that they may not tarniſh the 
_ dignity of the great perſonage to whom they have 
the fortune to be allied. He who riſes ſuperior to 
this common failing is a true philoſopher, and worthy 
of our eſteem. 

Dr. Moore no ſooner: bEgan to-.taſte the ſweets of 
proſperity, than he eagerly-haſtened to communicate 
a portion of them to his family; and as he advanced 
in preferment, his aztention to them was proportiona- 
bly encreaſed. This is. an eulogy far more honou- 
Table than that derived from the moſt illuſtrious 
talents, or the moſt ſplendid actions. 

The Archbiſhop has only printed two ſermons ; 
the one preached. on the thirtieth of January, 1797, 
— 4 the Lords, and the other on the faſt-day in 
1781. 

one married a ſiſter of Lord Auckland, by 
whom. he has ſeveral cbildren.. 
| ©; 
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THAT eminent conſtellation, . which once illu- 
minated the literary hemiſphere with ſuch ſplendour, .. 
and in which Jouwxsown ſhone. with the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed luſtre, has, for ſome time, been reduced to 
a very (mall number of luminaries. | 

The veteran who now calls for our conſideration 
long moved in this illuſtrious circle with conſiderable 
reputation, and enjoyed a degree of applauſe, on 
account of his productions, which has been the lot of 
but few. He has, however, ſcen the greateſt orna- 
ments of literature cut off, and hardly any ohetrs 
worthy notice ariſing in their place. He has beheld 
the new philoſophy ſpreading its glare wide arouud, - 


and obtaining admiration ; and he has lived to witneſs ) 


a'new theatrical taſte, uſurping the province of the 
genuine drama, and threatening complete deſtruction 
to one of the fineſt branches of -poeſy, © _ 

He has alſo exiſted long emugli to witneſs a reyvo- 
lution, not only in matters of a political nature, but 
in manners, ſentiment, and amuſements. Surely - 
ſuch a man, ſtill retaining all his faculties in their 
priſtine vigour, cannot contemplate the ſurrounding. 
ſeene, in which he is nearly iſolated, without feeling 
all his ſenſihilities wounded ! But let us wave refloc- 
tion, and proceed to narative. 5 

Mr, Murphy was born io Cork, about the year 
1727, and received in that city the rudiments of his 
education. From Ireland he was ſent to the Jeſuit's 
College at St. Omer's, and attained in that learned 
leminary a very extenſive knowledge of the Latin 
language, 

His uncle, who refided in the Weſt-Indies, de- 
figning him for trade, he was placed in a Banking- 


houſe in Lombard-ſtreet. But the Muſes ſoon 


attracted him from the bill-book and the ledger ; und 
inſtead of agplying himſelf to commercial ſtudies, 
all his attention was devoted tothe writings of che 
molt elegant authors, ancient and modern, 1 

he. 
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i 
The compting-houſe was of courſe ſoon entirely. 
abandoned; and, with a very ſcanty pittance of this 
world's ſtore, he entered himſelf, in 17g, a member 
of the Society ef Gray's Inn, and became an adyen- 
turer in literature, partly from neceſſity, and partly 
from choice. 725 = 
At firſt, indeed, he formed the defign of adopting 
the ſtage as a profeſſion, but after{two or three eſſays, 
one of which was in the character of Othello, he 
found himſelf better qualified to rie plays than to 
x4 them. ; "KY 
His firſt literary undertaking that we know of 
was the Gray's Inn Journal, which he commenced in 
1752, and continued for two years. This work was 
not 
I Charles Churchill, the celebrated ſatiriſt, was perhaps too 
ſevere on this attempt on the part of Mr. Murphy, Won he always . 


verſecrted with a rancour tha lecmed, trom its violence, to have 
«riſen in perſcnal diſlike ; | 


« In perſon tall, a figure form'd to pleaſe, 
« If ſymmetry could charm, depriv'd of cafe 
When motionlel(s he lands, we uli zpprove : 
What pity *tis the TuinG Was made to move ! 


His voice in one dull, deep, unvary'd ſound, 
Secms to break ſorth from cazeins under ground; * 
From hollow cheſt, the low ſcpulchtal nate 
Unwilling heaves, and Itrugglcs in his throat. 


* 
* 


* 


o 


* 


% Coul:l authors butcher'd give en actor grace, 
* All mult to kim refign the foremoſt place. 
V hen he zdempts, in ſome one fav'rite part, 
** To ape the feelings of a manly heart, 
© {is honeſt features the diſguilt Defy, 
And his face loudly gives tis tongue the lie. 


Still in extreme, he knows no happy mean, 
© Or raving mad, or ituplcly ſerene : 
la cold-wrought ſcencs the lifeleſs :.Avr fags, * 
In ramon, tears the paſſion into rags.“ 


Can none remember ?—yes—1 know all mu! 
VV hen in the Moor he ground his teeth to duft; 
** When o'er the ſtage he folly's itandard bor 
©. Mil cemmon ſenſe ftpue trembling at the door.“ 
Rox tap, I. 30g. 
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not witheut its merit, or even celebrity, though 
when compared with the other periodical papers of 
the ſame time, 323238 the formidable Rambler; 
it ſinks into inſignificance. This publication, how-. 
ever, was the means of introducing the author to the 
acquaintance of Dr. Samuel Johnſon, and as the 
anecdote is curious, it is worth relating in this place. 

Mr. Murphy was on a viſit at the country-houſe of 
Foote, when a paper was wanted for his journal. 
Being ill-diſpofed for compoſition, the- Engliſh 
Ariſtophanes produced a new French miſcellany, in 
which was an Eaſtern apologue remarkably ingenious. 
This pleaſed our author ſo well, that he tranſlated- 
it at once, and ſent it to his printer. On his. 
return to town, he found that this tale had been taken 
by the French writer from Johnſon's Rambler without 
acknowledgement. Hurt at this unintentional pla- 
giariſm, Marphy waited upon Johnſon, and made 
his apology. The moraliſt was eaſily pacified ; and 
an acquaintance commenced, which continued till 
Johnſon's death. 

At the beginning of the preſent reign, Murphy 
enliſted as a party-writer, in vindication of Lord 
Bute's adminiftration ; and though his labours were 
bur feeble, in compariſon with the keen attacks of 
Oppoſition, he was handſomely. rewarded by thoſe 
whoſe cauſe he eſpouſed. 

At this time he was in habits of intimacy. with 
Mr, Wilkes; and though they were engaged in a 
fierce paper war, the former in the Auditor, and the 
latter in the North Briton, yet they knew not, for 
ſome time, that they were fighting with each other, 
On the diſcovery. of the ſecret, Wilkes's partizans 
entered into a reſolution to oppoſe any new piece 
which Mr. Murphy might bring forward on the ſtage} 
Accordingly, when our author's farce of What we 
muſt all come to,” was performed, a violent party- 
ſpirit manifeſted itſelf; and the piece, though free 
from any political alluſions, was damned ! Some. 
vears afterwards .it was again produced, under the. 


ticle of © Three Weeks after Marriage, when it 
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received unmixed applauſe, and has continued a+ 
favourite entertainment ever fince. 

Murphy expoſtulated with Wilkes on the conduct 
of his friends and the patriot not only diſavowed 
any ſhare in their 3 but promiſed, that 
ſhould any future occaſion offer, he would himſelf 
'come forward with his party in the offended bard's- 
ſupport. "Y 

As a political writer, Mr. Murphy never reſe to 
any diſtinguiſhed eminence, otherwiſe we ſuppoſe - 
he would have obtained either preferment or a 
penfion. The only thing with which he was fa- 
voured, as far as we know, was the. poſt. of, Com- 
miſſioner of Bankrupts, which he. held. tilkthe ap- 
pointment of Lord Thurlow to the great ſeal ; and 
when the preſent Chancellor eame into office, he - 
replaced his old friend upon the liſt. 

Though regularly.called to the bar by the ſociety - 
of Lincoln's — after a long ſtruggle, he never 
obtained any extenſive practice, nor any ſhare of 
credit on account of legal abilities. Me, however, 
went the Norfolk circuit for a conſiderable time. 

As a writer, he has. ſhone moſt in dramatic 
poetry; and it may be ſaid of him, what few who 
have written for the ſtage can boaſt, that he has 
been equally ſucceſsful in comedy and tragedy.— 
His pieces in the former line evince great knowledge 
of the world, and & minute acquaintance with the 
human character, combined with that livelineſs of 
fancy which is eſſentially neceſſaty to produce the 

{enſations of mirth. HR 
la his tragedies, one remarks a happy delineation 
of character, joined to a due mixture of the pathetic 
and heroic, cforhed with language at once appro- 
priate, eaſy, and elegant. So great has been the 
ſueceſs of his plays, that though the receipts of the 
former Drary-lane theatre never amounted to. three 
hundred pounds a night, he gained eight hundred 
pounds by his Grecian Daughter; and very near 
the ſame ſum by His Way to keep Him.“ 
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Mr. Murphy's intimacy with the firſt geniuſes of G 
the age tended greatly to improve his taſte, and 
conſequently to render his productions elegant.— - 
Such an aſſociation is of wonderful benefit to a riſing 
and emulous writer. In the company of ſuch as 
Johnſon and Burke, a man poſſeſſed of any portion of 
genius could not fail to have improved his mind. 
To bave been in. habits of cloſe friendſhip with 
theſe perſons. required no {mall portion of literary 
and moral merit. * | 

Mr. Murphy had the credit of. introducing John- 
ſon to the acquaintance. of Mr. Thrale. 33 
alſo a member of the club which Johnſon inſtituted 
in Eſſex- ſtreet. | 

In 1762 he wrote a Eſſay on the Life and Genius 
of Henry Fielding, prefixed to the complete edition 
of that writer's works, for which he received a con- 
fiderable ſum. On this eccaſion he behaved in a. 
manner which few biographers will, perhaps, be 
diſpoſed to imitate, A confiderable quantity of 
letters and anecdotes were put into his hands, by. 
Sir John Fielding, and others, to elucidate the 
memoir, On examining theſe communications, he 
foynd that many of them were well adapted to. 
amuſe the public, kar that at the ſame time they 
tended to rarniſh'the memory of the deceaſcd. He, 
therefore, ſuppreſſed them; and gave to his pro- 
duction the qualified title of an eſſay. He followed 
a:ſimilar line of conduct with reſpect to the life of 
his friend Johnſon, which was publiſhed in 1791, 
and for which he was handſomely rewarded. 

About the ſame time appeared his cranflation_ of 
Tacitus, in four quarto volumes. In this work he 
had been engaged for many years; and there is a 
eircumſtanee relpeRin it which does Mr. Murphy 
infinite honour, Not long before the publication of 
this work, a nobleman of high rank and conſequence 
in the political world ſignified to the tranſlator his 
wiſh to have it dedicated to him. Murphy, how- 
ever, had previouſly determined to inſcribe his 
Ibours to the man whom he moſt eſteemed, the 

immortal! 
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immortal Burke, and he accordingly made a noble-- 
facrifice of intereſt to friendſhip ! | | 

His laſt literary production was a tragedy, never 
performed, entitled Arminius ;” and he has 
been lately engaged in writing the life of the modern 
Ariſtophanes, Samuel Foore. | 

Mr. Murphy's claſſical knowledge and tafte appear 
to great 3 in his Latin poems, particularly 
in a verſion of Gray's Elegy; and we remember to 
have ſeen an elegant tranſlation of Addiſon's Letter 
from Italy, written-by him, but never printed. 

Mr. Murphy uſually refides at Hammerſmith, - 
enjoying an ealy independence. He is a very enter- 
taining companion, abounding in anecdotes, of which 
he is engagingly communicative in company. His 
character is highly reſpeQable ; and he enjoys the 
intimacy of ſome of the firſt perſonages in the king- 
dom. 

We are ſorry, however, to obſerve, that his 
health is on the decline, and that he has been obliged 
to go to Briſtol, for the benefit of the waters. 


5 
—ů 2 — — l 


EARL OF DARTMOUTH, 


WILLIAM, Earl of Dartmouth, - ſucceeded his 
father in the year 1713, being then only twenty-five 
years of age. In 1755. he eſpouſed a rich heireſs of 
the name of Nichols, by whom he got a very conſi- 
derable addition to his fortune, and in 1757 was 
choſen Recorder of Litchfield. | 

His Lordſhip being of a pious turn of mind, his 
conduct has been chiefly marked by an attention to 
religious duties, for which, as well as correctneſs of 
manners, he has been more diſtinguiſhed than moſt 
men of the ſame rank, Notwithſtanding this, he has 
not entirely abſtracted himſelf from public affairs, for 


e 
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we find him at times filling ſome of the moſt conſider- | 


able offices in the ſtate. 

His Lordſhip connected himſelf early in life with 
the Rockingham party, and when they came into 
power in 1765, he was made firft Lord of Trade, and 
{worn of the privy council. | | 

He, however, does not feem to have continued 
ſtaunch to his old friends, for akthough he went our 
with them, yer abont the year 1572 he was induced 
to accept of rhe poſt of Secretary of State, and ſoon af- 
ter removed to the head of che board of trade. In this 
ſituation he took a warm and decided part againſt the 
Americans, which recommended him ſo muen to his 
Majeſty, that in 1775 he had the cuſtody of the Privy 
Seal confided ro him, which office he retained during 


the whole remaining term of Lord North's admini- 


tration, 8. | | 

This noble Lord, who, along with the late Baron 
Smythe, was.the chief ſupporter of the evangelical 
preaching at the Lock chapel, is by many conſidered 


2 methodiſt. It is ſomewhat remarkable that a man. 


of his retired and ſerious turn of mind ſhould engage 
in the buſy career of politics. Soon after his diſ- 
miſſion, he joined the coalition, and by them was 
appointed Lord Steward of the Houſhold, which 


place he retained a bout nine months, and when” his. 


friends were driven out of power, he. retired with 
them. and has continued ever ſince in the obſcurity 
of private life. & 

During the ſtruggle about the regency he took the 
fide of the prince, tor which his Highneſs ſhewed 
his gratitude, by appointing his ſon, LordLewiſham, 
Warden of the Stannaries of Cornwall: f ; 

Lord Dartmouth is eſteemed a man of ſenſe, and 
was conſidered as a tolerable ſpcaker in the Houſe ot 
Lords. In private life, he bears the character of a 
good-huſband, a good parent, and a kind maſter ; 
and is, on the whole, one of the moſt inoffenſive 
among the nobility, , | | 

So early as the year 1755, we find the late Mr, 
James Hervey, author of the“ Meditations,” &c. 

one 
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one of his Lordihip's intimates, and ſpeaking highly 
of his pious diſpoſition n let. | 
H us alfo the cloſe friend of the late Counteſs 
of Hunt'ngdon, Mr. George Whitfield, and all the 
eminent norte of Colviniſtical Methodiſm. It 
mult be allowed, that as a ęriuvate man he has borne 
himſelf with an uniform character through life; and 
with th- profeſſion of piety, has invariably connected 
the practice of it. 


Tus Hon. 4 RxVY. Ds. SHUTE BARRINGTON; 


LOKN BISHOP:OF DURHAM. 


John Shute Barrington, who was created an Engliſh 
Viſcount in the year 1930, was the intimate friend 
of the immortal Lacke, and, like him, a firm aſſer- 
tor of the liberties of mankind, an acute _— 
clan, and an able expoſitor and defender of the ſatred 
feriptures. His Lordſhip died the latter end of 
1734, and left behind him fix ſons, five of whom 
| have arrived at great eminence in the profeſſions of the 

army, navy, the law, and the church. | 

The ſubjeQ of our preſent notice was the youngeſt 
of theſe, and was born about the year 1732. He re- 
ceived his education at Eton ſchool, whence he was 
removed to the univerſity of Oxford, where he was 
entered of Merton College ;. but he afterwards went 
to Chrift Church, of which he became a ſtudent. 

He entered into holy orders in 1756, and the year 
following took his Degree of Maſter of Arts. June 
zoth, 1962, the Degree of Doctor of Laws was con- 
ferred upon him; and in 1766, on the death of Dr. 
Taylor, he was prefented to a canon reſidentiariſhip 
in the cathedral of St. Paul. 1 

| _ 
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It the year 1769 he was made Biſhop of Landaff ;. 
and. while in that ſtation. he brought a bill into the 
Houfe of Lords, the obje& of which went to viieck, 
the c caſing evil of matrimonial infidelity, by pre- 
venting perſons divorced by parliament from marry- 
ing thoſe with whom they had been criminal. His 
Lord hip obſerved, that many acts of adultery bad 
been committed ſolely with the intention to obtain 
feparation, in order to form new. alliances ; and 
therefore, he was deſirous of putting a legal barrier. 
againſt that licentious practice. In this attempt he 
was ſupported” by. the opinion of the ableft lawyers. 
and divines in the kingdom. His laudable deſign, 
however, fell- to the ground ; though had it taken 
place much good would have been Reed by it, and 
the long catalogue of divorces muſt have been drawn. 
within a very narrow compaſs. 

In the year 1782, his Lordſhip was tranſlated to 
the See of Saliſbury, where he diſtinguiſhed him- 
felf greatly by his liberality in repairing and beauti- 
ſying the noble cathedral of that dioceſe; and on 
the death of Biſhop Egerton, in 1797, he was tran» 
flateg* to Durham, with the. approbation of every 
welBwiſher to the church and ſtate. 

In his epiſcops1 capacity, his Lordſhip. has con- 
ducted himſclf with great dignity of manners, and 
moſt exemplary attention to the duties of his office. 

He has been very watchful over the behaviour ef 
his ciergy ; and has ſhe wn a moſt commendable cir- 
cumſpection with reſpect to the character and quali- 
feations of candidates for holy orders. 

With a laudable zeal to promote the ſtudy of ſa- 
cred literature, he beſtows premiums upon ſuch can- 
didates as excel in the Hebrew and Greek languages, 
This, we believe, is quite a novel practice; and. 
doubtleſs, were it generally followed, it would not 
only create a ſpirit of emulation in young perſons. 
preparing for the church, but would, moreover, ren- 
der moſt of them. aſhamed of appearing before the 
Biſhop or Archdeacon without à tolerable ſbare of 


&acred learning. * 
\ e 
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One anecdote of his Lordſhip does high honour to 
his liberality and his piety. A relation of Mrs. Bar- 
rington having experienced ſome embarraſſments and 
diſappointments in life, wiſhed to amend his fituation 
(being a military officer), by entering into the church, 
thinking that the Biſhop would provide handſomely 
for him, On making the neceſſary application to bis 
kinfman, he was aſked what preferment would ſatisfy 
him. To this home queſtion he readily anſwered, 
that about Fool. a year would make. him a happy 
man.. ** You ſhall have it,” ſaid his Lordſhip, © but 
not out of the patrimony of the church, | will 
* not deprive a worthy and regular divine to pro- 
vide for a nec:flicous relation. You ſhall have the 
* ſum you mention yearly out of my own pocket,” 

The Biſhop has publiſhed ſeveral fingle ſermons, 
and ſome epiſcopal charges, which have been great- 
ly eſteemed. He alſo contributed ſome wt 5 
notes to Mr, Bowyer's © ConjeQures on the New Teſ- 
tament, and he has given the world an edition of his 
father's © Miſcellanea Sacra,” in three volumes, $vyo, 
with many editions and correQions. 

Though a ſupporter of Adminiſtration, he has 
conducted himſelf in Parliament with great modera- 
ion. 


6 S W. 
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THE character of an actor, in private life, has 
been uſually beheld, throughout all Europe, with a 
certain degree of coolneſs, bordering on contempt. 
In Spain, we believe, comedians are not admitted 
to confefhon, at this very day; and it is well known, 
' thot in France, previouſly to the abolition, or at 

leaſt the limitation of the Monarchy, they did not 
enjoy the rites of ſepulture, or, in ke words, were 
not permitted to participate of a Chriſtian burial.” 
In this country, illiberal prejudices are happily of 
leſs avail, and the names of Shakſpeare and of Gar- 
rick have contributed not a little to ſhield the whole 
profeſſion from indiſcriminate contumely. | 

The obje of this memoir, known to all lovers of 
the drama by the familiar name of Tom King,” 
' ſeems to have received a better education than the 
bulk of the fraternity. His family, which was ref(- 
peQable, ſent him to a good grammar-ſchool in the 
country, whence, at a proper period, he was re- 
moved to London, and articled to an attorney. 

He ſoon, however, became captivated with the 
ſtage ; and quitting his profeſſion, accompanied Shu- 
ter, and joined a ſtrolling company, about thirty 
miles from London. This, of courſe, irritated his 
parents, who, inſtead of endeavouring to reclaim, 


abindoned and left him to ſhift for himfelf. If Tare 


Wilkinſon is correct in his dates, Mr. King muft now | 


have been on the ſtage full half a century, for he tells 
us, that he played under Mr. Garrick in 1748. 

Thoſe who have ſeen this excellent actor of late, 
will ſcarcely be induced to believe, that for many 
years after his firſt appearance he played almoſt exclu- 
ſitely in tragedy. In 1748, he performed George 
Barnewell ; and next year appeared in Dublin in the 
charaQer of the Roman Father! 


He 
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He at length obtained an engagement at Bath, 
where he contracted a friendſhip with Miſs Baker, 
at that time a celebrated dancer, and who ts at pre- 
ſent his wife. b + | 

His ſucceſs at Bath recommended him to the ma- 
nagers of Drury-lane, who employed him at a ſmall 
ſalary, and entruſted htm only with inferior parts; 
nor eould he, for ſome time, obtain any character in 
the leaſt ſuirable to his talents. He therefore quitted 
that theatre, repaired again to Ireland, and aQed in 
a_ conſiderable number of comic charaQers, with 

reat applauſe. He had, «by thi time, contrived to 
a in Dublin a very reputable ſet of acquaintance, 
and would probably have remained in that country, 
had he not foreſeen the divifions which were likel 
to take place in its theatrical concerns. He accord- 
ingly applied to Mr. Garrick, and the fame of his 
merit having reached England before his offer, he 
was engaged, ata gentcel ſalary. | 

Garrick - immediately brought him -out in the 
eharaQter of Tom, in the "Conſcious Lovers ;” in 
which, and many other comic ſituations, he obtained 
uncommon applauſe. But what raiſed his fame to 
the ſtandard at which it afterwards ſtood was his 
inimitable performance of Lord Ogleby, in the © Clan- 
-deſtine Marriage,” which he executed in fo maſtegly. 
aſtyle, as to obtain the moſt flattering attention, and 
greatly aſſiſt the run of that excellent comedy. 

It is ſaid, that Garrick intended to play the part 
himſelf, but could not fix on a mode of doing it to 
his mind. On this he deſired King to try it, and was 
ſo pleaſed with the firſt ſpecimen he gave at the re- 
hearlal, that he declared, if he could fupport the 
ſame ſtyle of acting throughout, it would be one of 
the firſt comic characters on the ſtage. | 

Oo the death of Mr. Powell, in 1765, Mr. King. 
purchaſed bis ſhare of the Briſtol theatre, which 
turned out profitable io him; and with his winter 
engagement at Drury-lane, produced a very hand- 
ſome income. He fold it, however, a few years 
after, te Mr. Palmer, of the theatre at Bath 1 

I the 
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the Poſt-office), and purchaſed the property of Sad- 
ler's Wells; but this not being fo productive as he 
wiſhed, he 8 of it to Mr. Wroughton. 

When Mr. Sheridan and the other partners pur- 
chaſed Drury-lane houſe, that gentleman's in1ata- 
ble comedy of“ The School for Scandal” was brought 
out. This afforded Mr. King a new opportunity of 
diſplaying his talents for comedy, in the character of 
Sir Peter Teaale; and when Sheridan embarked ſo 

deeply in politics, as to 22 his attending the 

duty of the theatre, he delegated his power » King, 
and appointed him acting manager. 

A little before this, Mr. K. had abſented himſelf 
during a whole ſeaſonifrom the ſtage; on his return, 
he wrote an Antethutle for his introduction, called 
4% A Pramatic Olio,“ which was well received. He 
has alſo written“ Love at beſt Sight,“ a ballad farea, 
ated at Drury-lane in 1765 and *Wir's laſt Stake,“ 
another farce, played at the ſame houſe in 1769. 

But in the midſt of this proſperity, and when he 
had realized a handſome fortune, a paſſion, which 
he had long ſuppreſſed, is reported to have broke 
out, and deſtroyed his pleaſing proſpects. While 
under Mr. Garriek's dominion, and à candidate for 
public favour, lie diſcovered an inſurmountable. pro- 
penſity to play; and although cautioned againſt it, 
yet he could not reſiſt, but loft all his earnings at the 
gaming-table. One night, however, fortune ſmiled, 
and ke gained fo large a ſum as 2000]. On this he 
is faid to have immediately made a moſt ſolemn de- 
claration, both to Garrick and his wife, that he 
would never touch a dice-box again!” It has been 
even ſaid, that he executed a bond for a ſum of mo- 
ney to the ſormer, under penalty of forfeiture in 
caſe he ever gamed. King kept his reſolution for 
many years, until, by the death of bis friend Davy? 
he perhaps deemed himſelf abſolved from his engage- 
ment: having then an extenſive circle of genteel ac- 
quaintance, he was induced to enter himſelf, about 
the year 1784 or 1785, a member of the club at 
Miles's, merely from the love of ſociety, and fully 


ſecure, 
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ſekure, as he thought, | againſt the allurements f 
play. He was; however, at laſt tempted ; and 
lofing, at firſt, ſome ſmall ſums, became 'vexed, and 
ventured. deeper, until that fortune he had been ſo 
long accumulating by his exertions was almoſt totally 
exhauſted. In conſequence. ef this, he parted with 
his pretty little villa at Hampton, and exchanged his 
bouſe in Gerrard-ftreet for a ſma]l one in Store- ſtfeet, 
Bedford - ſquare. N b Nee A v7, 

Nor was the lofs of fortune the only diſappoint- 
ment that enſued. He was at that time in treaty 
with Dr. Ford for a ſhare of Drury-lane'theatre, but 
this unlucky transfer of his property rendered him 
incapable of making good the payment: Some trif- 
lin g diſpute having occurred, in conſequence of this, 
Mr. King, in anger, reſigned his two ſituations, as 
actor and manager at Drury-lane theatre. | 

He was, however, under the neceflity of relying 
once more on the ſtage for a maintenance; and ac- 
cordingly, in 1788, he repaired to Dublin, the ſcene - 
of his juvenile triumphs, where he was again re- 
ceived with all that warmth and enthuſiaſm ſo delee- 
table to an old favourite, + 1 : 

On his return, he performed a ſtipulated number 
of nights at Covent-garden theatre, both to the ad- 
vantage of himfelf and the manager ; and next year 
he =o 06 his ſituation at Drury-lane. 

Laſt year aQuated by motives of fincere friendſhip, 
Mr. Smith, who long qunted the ſtage, came to 
town, expreſsly on purpoſe to play Charles, in the 
„School for Scandal,” fer his benefit; and the houſe, 
as might be expected, was, in the language of the. 
theatre, a bumper.“ 

Mr. King is undoubtedly the firſt comic actor the 
ſtage has poſſeſſed for many years, and alſo ſtands 
unrivalled in the happy art of delivering a lively pro- 
logue. \ 1 
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LOKD BISHOP OF WINCHESYER, | 1 


ITHls reſpectable prelate is half-brother of the 
late Frederick, Earl of Guildford, the amiable but 
unforrunate miniſter of this country, 1n perhaps one - 
of the moſt eventful periods of its hiſtory. | 

His Lordſhip was educated at Eton ſchool, whence 
he removed to Trinity college, Oxford, which he 
afterwards left for a fellowſhip of All-Souls. 

Here he took his degree of L. L. D. and on enterin 
into holy orders, was preferred to a canonry of Chriſt 
Church ;-in 1990 he was advanced to the Dean 

of Canterbury, and appointed ane of the King chap- 
lains ; the year following, he was conſecrated Biſhop 
of Litchfield and Coventry. 

In 1974, he wos tranſlated and confirmed in the 
See of Worceſter; and in 1781, he was removed to 
Wincheſter. n 

In all the ſituations he has filled, his Lordſhip has 
obtained diſtinguiſhed reputation; and every church 
over which he has preſided ranks his name in the 
catalogue of its moſt munificent prelates. 

When he.was Biſhop of Worceſter, he promoted 
that excellent inſtitution for the benefit of the widows 
and orphans of poor clergyman belonging to his dio- 
ceſe, in aid of the charity derived to them from the 
muſic meeting, and alſo for the relief of the aged in- 
firm incumbents of ſmall livings, and of poor curates 
with large families. 

His Lordſhip's manner is highly dignified, yet con- 
deſcending : he blends authority and watchfulneſs 

with tenderneſs and benevolence, He is juſtly re- 
rded as the father of his dioceſe ; and his chari- 
ties, which are very extenſive, are judiciouſly admi- 


H | His 
FT Dr. North v Dean of Canterbury before he was 29 years old, 
and Biſhop of Litchfield and Coventry at the age of 33. 
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His Lordſhip has invariably preſerved thro' life 
the eſtzem of men of all parties and perſuaſions, ——. 
During a long reſidence in Italy, whither he went on 
account of his health, he attracted the univerſal re- 
gard of the dignified clergy of the Roman communion, 
In ſhort, the 3 of his manners and his elegant 
deportment excited in many a high degree of refs 
pect for the Engliſh nierancny.. . Þ 
Dr. North at one time took an active part in the 

great polirical.queſtions of the day. In 1784 he ſup- 
ported Mr. Fox's celebrated India bill in the Houſe 
of Lords ; and during another important period, we 
find his nam e in every diviſion of the peers in favour 
of the Prince of Wales“ uncontrouled right to the 
Regency. 1 . 7 82 
As Biſhop of che ſee of Wincheſter, he is prelate 
ol the Garter, the infignia of which order are con- 
ftantly worn by his Lordſhiippßpß. 
He is now a widower, and hns four daugliters and 
two ſone. ITS od - N 
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IIS elegant, compoſer, and ingenious writer, 
Was,/born at Excter, in May, 1730, His father was 
an eminent grocer in that place, and afterwards maſ- 
ter of the city work-houſe. N | 71 
He gave his ſon a very liberal edueation; and per- 
cciving that the bent of bis genius lay towards muſic, 
he 'complicd with his inclinations, and put him under 
the tuition,of Mr, Sylveſter, then organiſt,of the ca- 
tbtyrar church of St. Peter, in Excter, with whom 
$e'cthiinued two years. After leaving Vr. Nen 
1 
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Mr. Jackſon went to London, about the year 1748. 
where he became a pupil of Mr. Travers, organiſt of 
the King's chapel, and of St. Paul's, Covent-garden, 
with whom he alſo remained two years, and then re- 
turned to his native city, where 'he taught muſic for 
many years with great reputation. He publiſhed ſeve- 
ral beautiful compoſitions, marked by the moſt chaſte 
conceptions, the moſt elegant taſte, and the moſt cor- 
rect knowledge of the principles of harmony. In 
ſhort, all his pieces were rec. ived with applauſe, and 
ſtill rank very high in the muſical world. 
Notwithſtanding his great and univerſally acknow- 
ledged merit in his profeſſion, he obtained no ſituati- 
on as an organiſt till Michaelmas, 1777, when he ſuc- 
ezeded. Mr. Richard Langdon as Sub- chanter, Orga- 
niſt, Lay-vicar, and Matter of the Choriſtcrs, in the 
cathedral of Exeter, | 

Mr. Jackſor, early in life, married Miſs Bartlett, a 
milliner at Exeter, who is ſtill alive, and by whom 
he has had ſeveral children, three of whom only are 
now living, two ſors and a daughter. One of the 
former (the elder} went ro China, and returned thence 
with a competent fortune, which he intended to en- 
jay in his native city, in the boſom of his family but 
the.appointment of an Embaſſy to the court of Pekin, 
called him from his retirement into ſervice, and he 
accordingly accompanied Lord Micartney on that 
miſſion, and now reſides once more at Exeter. The 
youngeſt ſon living is employcd at preſent at Turin, 
as Secretary to our Ambaſſador at that court. 

After amuſing the circle of his friends with ſeveral 
ingenious pieces of his writing in proſe and verſe, 
Mr. Jackſon appeared as an author in the year 1782, 
at which time he publiſhed in two ſmall volumes, 
12mo. * Thirty Leiters on Various Subjects.“ Theſe 
formed a miſcellaneous collection on Literature and 
Science, and evinced extenſive knowledge, united 
with an elegant taſte. On poetry, muſic, and paint- 
ing, his opinions are allowed to be very ingenious, 
and ha ve obtained general approbation. - But in ſome 
reſpects he maniſeſted a paradoxical ſpirit, particu- 
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larly in the inſtance of ſpontaneous generation, a notion 
which he attempted to illuſtrate, and revive, from 
the oblivion in which it had ſo long and deſervedhy 
ſunk, Theſe letters, however, on the whole raiſed 
our author's credit very high. It was not, however, 
till 1795, that he thought proper to publiſh a new 
edition of them, although they had been out of print 
for ſeveral years before. To that edition, which is 
in one volume octavo, there are ſeveral additions 
corrections. | 
During the preſent year Mr. Jackſon has added a 
ſecond volume, under the title of The Four Ages; 
with Eſſays on Various Subjects.“ In this ingenious 
work he conſiders the four mythological ages as cha- 
raQteriſtic of ſo many diſtin periods of the world, 
bur in a different order from that in which the poets 
have placed them. Among the effays there is a-moſt 
curious and intereſt ing one, on the character of 
Gainſborough the painter, of whom ſome whimſical 
anecdotes are given. 

In the year 1792, a literary ſociety was inſtituted at 
the Globe Inn, Fore-ſt. Exeter, of which the firſt mem- 
bers were Dr. Downman, preſident ; Mr. Polwhele, 
author of The Hiſtory of Devonſhire ;' Mr. Jackſen; 
the Rey. Mr. Swete, of Oxton; Mr. Hole, author 
of an ** Efſay on the Arabian Nights Entertainments” 
— Mr. Sheldon, the Anatomiſt; and other ingenious 
gentlemen reſident in Exeter, or its environs. Each 
produced in his turn an eſſay in proſe er verſe, which 
was read at the Tegular meeting of the ſociety, An 
octa vo volume of theſe was printed in 1796, which 
refleQs great honour upon this inſtitution, The pa- 
pere, however, appear without the names of the at- 
thors, which in our opinion is a piece of delicacy not 
to be commended : and as we are not bound by any 
rules of ſecrecy, we ſhall not ſcruple to mention 
thoſe which belong to the gentleman of whom we 
are now ſpeaking. fel | 

Mr. Jackſon has no lefs than three in this volume, 
all of them connected with each. other in point of 
ſubjet. Theſe are, ay the eleventh, ** On Lite- 
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raty Fame, and the Hiſtorical Character of Shake- 
ſpeare ;” ellay xviii. *AnApology for the CharaQers 
and Conduct of Iago ;” and effay xviii. An Apology 

for the Character and Conduct of Shylock.” The firſt 

is certainly the beſt, and will be read by all thoſe who 
admire our immortal bird with great pleaſure, and 
even with improvement. Mr; Jackſon is peculiarly 
happy in throwing. new Tight upon the point which 
he undertakes to illuſtrate, and he brings his various 
reading to bear with great force upon the ſubjeR.— 
He is ingenious in bis apology tor lago, and fays 
many things to“ exrenyarz” his couduct ; but that in 
behalf of Siylock is far more convincing and ſatis- 
factory. Theſe eſſays are lively, pleaſant, and ex- 
ceedingly well written. 

Mr. * poſſeſſes the advantage of a chaſte, 
correct, and even elegant ſtyle. The reader will 
not Number over his pages, Hor when he bas peruſed 
either of his volumes, will be wiſh to lay it by in 

peace: he will recur to it often with new avidity,- 
and receive from it freſh pleaſure. The ſame may 

be ſaid of his literary as of luis muſical compoſitions, 


that they will always charg1 with the force of novelty 
and delight, though repeated a thouſand and a thou- 
{and rimes, 

ln temper and converſation he is what he appears 
ia his writings, pleaſant, ſocial, communicative, and: 


; 2 judicious remarks and entertaining anec- 
es. a | 


G. 
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TH.S diſtingniſhed nobleman, whoſe . name will 
frequently occur in the _y of George the Third, 
would have inherited philoſophy as well as fortune 
from his anceſtors, could the one have been as eaſily 
tranſinitted as the other. 

His father, Janies Harris, Eſq. the celebrated 
author of Hermes,” was the fon of Elizabeth, ſiſter 
to Anthony, Earl of Shaftcſbury, the unmortal author 
of the“ Characteriſtics.“ Mr Harris was born at 
Sal:ſbury, in 1708, and aſter ee a cluſſi-al edu- 
carion in that city, was removed ro Wadham college, 
Oxford, which he left without taking a degree. 

He repreſented the borough of Chriſt-church, in 
Hampſhire, in ſev.ral Parliaments ; but did not ob- 
rain any public office till the year 1763, when he was 
preferred to a ſcat at the Admiralty board, which 
he reſigned ſoon after, on being appointed to another 
on the Treafury-bench. In July, 1765, he was de- 
prived of his place, and continued out of office until 
1774, when he became Secretary and Comptroller to 
the Queen, which poſt he held till his death, De- 
cember 21ſt, 1780. | Au 

His only fon, James Harris, now Lord Malmſbury, 
was born on the 20th April, 1746, and being early 
deſigned for a public life, received an education ac- 
cordingly. 1 

Under ſo profound and elegant a ſcholar as Mr. 
Harris, the ſon could not but derive every aſſiſtance 
calculated to render him an ornament to his family. 
His education, prior to his removal to Oxford, was 
conducted chiefly under the eye of his father. He 
alſo left college without taking a degree, and- was 
very early employed as Secretary to an embaſſy at one 
of the Northern courts, 
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In 1972, he appeared in the character of Envoy- 
extrabrdinary at Berlin; and in the following year 
both he and his father were returned members of 
Parliament for the botongh of Chriſt-church. His 
diplomatic condu& gave fo much ſatisfaction to the 
government which, he repreſented, that in 1775 he 
was made Knight of the Bath, and about the ſame 
tine was appointed Envoy-extraordinary to the court 
of Ruſſia. -® 6h gies l 

After refiding a conſiderable time at Peterſburgh, 
he was employed as ambaſſador at the Hague; which 
important ſtation was occupied by him in the year 


1785, when Holland was threatened with a revolu- 


tion, Which was averted for foine time, by an humi- 
liating recourſe to the affitance of Pruſfian bayonets, 
The conduct of Sir James Harris on that occifhon was 
peculiarly offenſive to the patriots z but it was ſo, 


highly ſatisf:&ory to che Prince of Orange aud the 


King of Pruſſta, that they b. ſtowed upon him the 
privilege of bearing the Pruſſi in eagle in his arms, 
with the motto n to the 


rendered them. ' 


' Thefe diſtinctions were confirmed by his own. 


ſovereign in 1789, and Sir Jumes was created a 


peer, September 415th, 1788, by the title of Lord 
Malmibury, Baron of Malwſbury,, in the county of 


Wilts. 
His Lordſhip remained out of employment from 
chat time till the government found it expedient, at 


the end of 1796, to comply with the wiſh of the peo- 


= in endeavouring to obtain the reſtoration of peace, 
o man at that time appeared more fit to be entruſt- 


ed with ſuch an important charge than Lord Mulmſ- 


bury ; and we believe that his fr appoĩutment to 
this ſtation was witli the entire approbation of all 
parties, His Lordſhip's negociation, however, failed 
—and he was enjoined to quit Paris, by a peremp- 
tory order of the French DireQory, in forty-eight 

hours, . December 17, 1796.+ . 
The Directory conceived that he had been tampering as a par- 
tilan, rathet — like a diplomatic agent, Mx = 
H 4 What- 


ouſe of Naſſuu, 
in conſideration of the ſignal ſervices which he had 
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Whatever opinions may be entertained refpc Qing 
the conduR of the two powers, in this negociation, 
or the views with which they were aQuated, in muft 
be allowed that his Lordſhip evinced on that occa- 
ſion the moſt conſummate knowledge of diplomatic 
buſineſs. 

A ſecond attempt to put an end to this long and 
ſanguinary contelt was thought proper to be made by 
our Minifters in June, 1797, and Lord Malmſbury 
was again appointed to the office of negociator, The 
neceſſary preliminaries having been accordingly ſet- 
tled wich the PiteQory, his Lordſhip and ſuite ſet 
out on the zoth of that month for Liſle, the place 
fixed upon as the ſeat of buſineſs, and the French go- 
vernment immediately extended a chain of telegraphs 
between that city and Paris, 

It would be foreign to our purpoſe to enter into the 
merits of the political manoeuvres pradiſed in chis 
diplomatic game, The French, Commiſſioners ſhew- 
ed themſelves adroit enough for his Lordſhip, though 
an old practitioner, verſed in all the arts of modern 
intrigue. Their demands, as far as they ayowed: 
them, were abundantly extravagant ; and the care 
with which they concealed other objects, was dex- 
terous indeed. Aſter playing with each other until 
the patience of all Europe was exhauſted, and ſuſpi- 
cions began to take place on the ſcore of ſincerity, 
the Commifioners had recourſe to their old method 
of pu'ting an end to the negociation, and actually 
diſmiſſed his Lordſhip, upon the plea that he was 
not veſted with fult powers to refign the whole of 
the conqueſts made by this country from France and 
ber allies during the war. ITS 

The Engliſh miniſter accordingly quitted Lifle, 
and arrived in London on the 20th of September, 
without having effected a ſingle ſtep favourable to the 

reat object on which he was emphoges. It has been 
indeed ſaid, in the ſenate of a neighbouring country, 
that the © Iriſh Directory“ impeded his operations, 

by means of their agent! 3 
5 ä Without 
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Without throwing the ſlighteſt reflection upon his 
Lordſhip's talents, or inclinations, we yet cannot but 
acquieſce with the opinion of many very reſpeQable 
politicians, and thoſe too of the moſt moderate caſt 
of ſentiment, that after the ill ſucceſs which attended 
his former miſſion, it. was bad policy in the miniſtry 
to employ the ſame perſon on a Gmilar negociation. 

Some — even ventured to ſay, that the line of 
practice in which his Lordſhip has uſually been enga- 
ged rendered him an unfit perfon to be charged with 
this buſineſs. Different times, people, and occaſions 
certainly call for different kinds of treatment. New 
modes, and even a new dfv, ſhould be adopted, 
in negociating with a people who have thrown aſide 
old political ceremonies and conſiderations ; and- 
therefore another kind. of ambaſſador ſhould have 
been ſent to treat with them, and one whoſe whole 
life had been _— in the knowlege and practice 
of the ancient diplomatic forms. WER 

Whether this — of reaſoning be right or wrong, 
we ſhall not take upon us to determine. But we 
eanndt help regretting, that when his Lord ſhip's fuft 
attempt failed, his Majeſty's miniſters had nor put ic 
out of the power of their adverſaries to accuſe thea: 
of inſincerity by employing another miniſter, when 
they thought it expedient to treat once more fur the 
reſtoration of peace. | 

This nobleman poſſeſſes the confidence of the pre- 
fent adminiſtration, and ig intimately acquainted with 
its views relative to continental politics. It is not 
difficult, therefore, to- prognoſſicate, that his dip- 

lomatie talents will not be ſuffered to ruſt in obſcurity. 
Lord Malmſbury married, July 28th, 1777, the 
daughter of Sir George Amyand, Bart. by a filter of 
Sir George Cornwall, Bart. and has by his lady 

ſeveral children. | x 
He has two ſiſters living; one married, the other 
| frngle, and reſiding at bis Eordſhip's ſeat, the manor-- 
houſe of Great Durnford, about four miles from 
Saliſbury, only remarkable for its neat and embel- 
liſhed pleaſure-grounds: In the fame Rags till 
ſands 
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ſtznds the cottage to which the great author of 
Hermes retired from the buſy world, and in which 
he wrote the chief part of his works. It is unoccu- 
pied, but its furniture &c..is in all reſpeQts carefully 
and religiouſly pre ſerved by Lord Malmſbury, in the 
exact tate in which it was left by his father. This 
very-intereſting cottage is entirely ſecluded from the 
public eye, being ſurrounded on three fides by walls, 
and only open on the weſt ſide, which adjoins the 
Avon. His Lordſhip generally ſpends a few weeks 
in every year at the manor-houte in great retire- 
nem, 2 | W. J. 


JOSEPH WHITE, b. D. 
LAUDIAN PROFESSOR OF ARABIC, 


In the Univerſity of Oxford. 


THE lives of ſuch men as have riſen from very 
low ſituations in life to diſtinguiſhed eminence, by 
the ſtrength of their talents alone, are among the moſt 
uſefu! articles of biography, becauſe they hold out 
encouragement to young perſons of a like deſcription 
to exert their abilities with perſeverance ; and, at 
the fame time, afford a leſſon to thoſe who have it in 
their power to aſſiſt genius. Had CuatTTerTON 
met with a frieud, generous enough to put him in a 
line where he might have turned his talepts to an 
honourable and beneficial account, he would not, 
probably, have ſought an early grave as a refuge 
from his miſeries. - | 

The very ingenious and worthy ſubje@ of the 
preſent article was born of parents in indigent cir- 
cumſtances in Glouceſterſhire. His father was, we 
are informed, a journeyman weaver, and brought his 
fon up to the ins profeſſion. Being, however, a 
icnftble mas, and, for one in his ſituation, tolerably 

educated 


jösken wulrt, .be 1 


educated; he gave him wha little learning was in 
bis power. This excited a thirft for greater acqui- 


ſitions. 


Young White inherited a ſcrious caſt of tempe 1 
from his parents; and he employed all the time he 
conld 1556 in the ſtudy of ſuch books as fell in his 
way. 


is attainments at length were ſo very ref- 


pectable, that he began to be talked of as a rodigy 


of learning in his native village. A neighbouring 


gentleman of fortune luckily chanced to hear of this 


celebrated ſcholar ; and curioſity inclined him to fee 


and converſe with him. "The modeſty of the felf- 


inſtructed youth recommended him to favour, while 
the reſpeQability of his knowlege rendercd him an 


object of admiration. The gentleman felt that it was 


a pity ſuch a flower ſhould 


* bluſh unſcen, 
And welke its ſwectn.'s ia the delert al.;“ 


he accordingly encouraged his ſcholaſtic ambition. 
IIe aſſiſted him alſo confiderably in his ſtudies: and 


io rapidly did the young plant fÞourilly under his 
foltering care, that the generous patron fent him to 
the Univerfity of Oxford, where he was entered of 
Wadham College. There be applied himfelf with 
ſuch aſſiduity to his ſtudies, and conducted himſelf 
with ſo much regularity, as to gain the general eſteem 
of the members of that ſociety. OY 

On the 19th of February, 177 3, he took the degree 
of Maſter of Arts, and about that time engaged in 
the ſtudy of the oriental languages, to which be was 
induced by the particular.recommendation of Doctor 


Moore, now Archbiſhop of Canterbury. That diſ- 


cerning man obſerved a dint of application in Mr. 
White, united with a peculiar turn for philological 
enquiries, which he thought might turn to his account, 
if devoted to one object. Fortunately he hi upon 
the one which was beſt ſuited for Mr. White, and 
which has been of the moſt «cfſential ſervice to him. 
He had before acquired a tolerable ſhare of Hebrew 


learning; 


> 
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learning; and, conſequently, his progreſs inthe otlier 
oriental languages was greatly facilitated thereby, 

In 1775, he was appointed Archbiſhop Laud's 
Profeſſor of Arabic ; on entering upon. which office 

he pronounced a maſterly oration, which was ſoon, 
afterwards printed with the title of DeUtilitateLing,. 
Arab. in Studiis Theologicis Oratio habita Oxonis in 
Schola Linguarum, vii. id. Aprilis, 1775.“ 4to. 

In this diſcourſe the Profeſſor endeavours to prove 
the vaſt importance and utility of the Arabic language, 
particularly in elucidating the ſacred writings. H 
therefore dwelt upon the neceſſity of this branch of 
Jiterature,.and enforced the ſtudy of it with an ardeur 
which.was natural ſor one in his fituation. The ora- 
tion had its effect; and many were actually led to 
ſtudy the Arabic, who had before treated it as barren 
and- unprofitable. | 

He was at this time Fellow of his College,. being 
elected in 1774. In 1778, Mr. White printed the 
Syriac Philoxenian Verſian of the four goſpels, the 
MS. of 'which Dn. Glouceſter Ridley, had given to 
New College. This verſion was entitled, “ Sacro- 
rum Kvangeliorum Verſio Syriaca Philoxeniana Ex. 
Codd. MISS. Ridleianis in Bibl, Coll. Nov, Oxon. 
Repoſitis, nunc primum edita, cum Interpretatione 
et Annotationibus joſephi White, &c.“ 2 vols. 4to. 

November 15, 1778, he preached a very ingenious 
and elegant ſermon before the Univerfity, which, 
according to cuſtom, was. ſoon afterwards printed, 
under the title of A Reviſal of the Engliſh Tranſ- 
lation of the Old Teftamant recommended. To 
which is added, ſome Account of an ancient Syriac 
Tranſlation of great Part of Origen's Hexaplar Edition 
of the LXX. lately diſcovered in th: Ambroſian 
Library at Milan.” o. About this time he was 
appointed one of the preachers at Whitehall chapel. 

n 1780, Mr. White publiſhed “ A Specimen of 
the Civil and Military Inſtitutes of Timour or Tamer- 
lane: a Work written originally by that celebrated 
Conqueror in the Moſul Language, and fince tranſ- 
lated into Perſian. Now firſt rendered oy 44 
erfian 
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Perſian into Engliſh, from « MS, in the. Poſſeſſion. g 
William Hunter, M. D. with other Pieces.” to. 
The whole of this work appeared in 1783, tran=- 


flated into Engliſh by Major 1 1 with Preface, 
ladexes, Geographical Notes, &c. by 


one volume, 420. _ 


he ſketched out the plan; and finding aſſiſtance 
neceſſary to the perfection of jt in ſuch a manner as he 
wiſhed, he went down to Devonſhire, on a viſit to 
Mr. Samuel Bidcock, then ſettled as a diſſenting 
miniſter at South Molton, Doubtleſs in this intesview 
the ſchenie was well digeſted, and Mr. Badcock 
undertook his ſhare of the taſk with. that prompitude 
for which he was remarkable. This viſit releaſed 
the profeſſor's mind from a conſiderable burthen which 
had 28 it. Where, indeed, could he have 
found ſuch an auxiliary? The pen of Badcock, was 
not only that of * a ready” but of an elegant writer. 


He touched no. * without ornamenting it. His 


ſtyle was chaſte, flowing, and nervous. He had, 
moreover,._an univerſal knowlege of theological 
learning. In. controverſy he was quite at home. 
No wonder, therefore, that the Bainpton lectures 
were admirable in point of language, and forcible. in 
reſpect to argument. 

t us not, however. detract from the lecturer's 
merit. Great was the genius which formed the 
plan, and gave a body to the work. Mr. White 
acted with prudence in calling to his aid fuch men. 


as Badcock and Parr. Let his own ſhare of theſe 


labours was ſufficient to entitle him to the celebrity, 
which they have procured him, and he is only to be 
| blamed for, not having acknowleged his obligations to 
thoſe elegant ſcholars, in a preface to the volume, 
when it was publiſhed | | 

As ſoon as the lectures were delivered, the applauſe 


with-which they wete received was general through- 


out the Uaiverſuy. They were printed the ſaine 
year, 


Mr. White, in 


In Eaſter term, 1783, being, then Bachelor of 
Divinity, he was appointed to preach the Bampton 
lecture the next year As ſoon as he was nominated 
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year, and met with univerſal approbation. A ſetond 
edition appeared in 1785, to which the author added 
a ſermon, which he had ſome time before preathed 
before the Univerſity, on the neceflity of propagating 
chriſtianity in the Eaſt- Indies. | Sean 
| Mr. White's reputation was now eſtabliſhed, and 
he was conſidered as one of the abſeſt vindicators of 
the chriſtian doctrines modern time had witneſſed. 
Lord Thurlow, without any ſolicitation, gave him 
a prebend in the cathedral of Glouceſter, which at 
once placed him in eaſy and independant circumſtan- 
ces. Soon after this he took his degree of Doctor of 
Divinity, and was looked up to with the greateſt ref- 
pect in the Univerſity, as one of in chief ornamcnts, 
until the year 1788, when the death of Mr. Badcack 
diſcloſed his ſhare in the admired lectures. At firſt, 
Dr. White was aſtoniſhed ; but the letters that had 
paſſed between Badcock and him, on this very ſub- 
ject, were not only in exiſtence, but in the hands of 
one who felt himſelf gratified in being the poſſe for 
of ſo important a ſecret. In addition to this, there 
was found among the papers of the deceaſed, 4 pro- 
mĩſſory- note for 5007. from the Doctor; the payment 
of which was demanded, but refuſed by him on the 
ground that it was illegal in the firſt 4 as not 
having the words * value received,” and ſecondly 
that it was for ſervice to be rendered in the hiſtory of 
Egypt, which the Doctor and Mr. Badcock had pro- 
jected The friends of the deceaſed, however, were 
of a different opinion; and the Dr. very properly 
conſented to liquidate the debt. | | 

Notwithſtanding this conceſſion, Dr. Gabriel, who 
poſſeſſed the letters, printed them in 1789, in order, 
as he faid, to vindicate the character of the deceaſed 
as well as his own, both of which had been aſſatled 
on this occafion. In confequence of this publication, 
Dr. White printed “ A Statement of his literary 
Obligations io the Rev, Mr. Samuel Badcock, and the 
Rev. Samuel Parr, L. L. D.“ By this it appeared, 
that though Mr. Badcock's ſhare in the lectures was 
conſiderable and important, yet that it was not in 
that 


that proportion which had been repreſented. As to 
Dr. Parr s, it confiſted ſimply of verbal corrections. 
Thus ended this curious diſpute, which at that 
time threw the whole Univerſity into - confuſion and 
even contention. The Doctor's apology, however. 
(for ſuch in fact his ſtatement is to be confidered,) 
gave ſufficient ſatisfaction, not only to bis fellow 
academics, but to the literary world at large. 

Since that period the profeſſor has vacuted his 
fellowſhip, by taking to himſelf a wife, and accepting 
a college living, in Norfolk, where he reſides during 
a 1 part of the year. In his parſonage- 
houſe, he has a printing preſs, with a large quantity of 

oriental types, and there he is at preſent buſily enga- 
ged in printing the Syriack Old Teſtament, deſcribed. 
in the appendix to his ſermon on the neceſſity of a 
reviſal of the Engliſh tranſlation of the Bible. His 
man and maid ſervant labour at the preſs, and Mrs. 

White aſliſts her huſband in compoſing. | 

Among Mr. Badcock's papers was found an analyſis: 
of the projected hiſtory of Egypt. in Dr. White's hand- 
writing, It is a veiy maſterly ſketch ; and we hope 
the learned profeſſor will find time to complete a 
deſign, for the execution of which he has in a manner 
pledged himſelf to the public ; and which, in con- 
fequence of recent and important events, we think 

will bring him more credit and profit than the pub- 
lication of the Syriac-Bible, 

Dr. White is the reviewer of publications in He- 
brew and ſubjects of oriental literature in the 
Britiſh Critic,” *. 

—— — 


RICHARD HURD, D. D. 


LORD BISHOP OF WORCESTER, 


_ THIS learned and truly venerable prelate was 
born at Congreve, a village in Staffordſhire, where 
his father was a reſpeQable farmer, who intending 

| his ſon for the church, placed him under the tuition 
of that eminent ſcholar, Anthony rage” eo | 
laving 


760 BISHOP or WONCESTER:. 5 


Having attained; ſound: claffica knowledge, he. 
was-fent to Cambridge, where he was admitted of 
Emanuel College, of which he afterwards beeame 
fellow; and was preſemed by his ſociety to the 
hving of Thurcafton in Lineolaſhire. | 

In this retirement he devoted himſelf to the duties 
of his ſituation, and the cultivation of letters. 


Here he prepared his edition of Horace, which he 
judiciouſly dedicated to Biſhop- Warburton, then 
, conſidered as the coloſſus of Nterature, and the firſt 


eritic of his-day, Few perſons had a keener eye to 
diſcern the merits of men than Warburton; aud 
though no one, perhaps, had a more haughty mind, 
or ever treated his adverſaries with. ſach coarſe 
ſeverity, yet certain it is, that he ws, entirely deſ- 
titute of envy; and dreaded not the depreciation of 
his own fame, in conſequence of the riſing reputation 
of others. 

He allured. Mr. Hurd from his beloved ſtate of 
ſecluſion, and brought him forward to the world, 
almoſt againſt his own inclination, He made him 
Archdeacon of Glouceſter, and by way of acquiring 
popularity for him in the metropolis, aſſoeiated him 
with himſelf in the ſituation of preacher at the 
chapel in Lincoln's-Inn. 

The object of the Biſhop: was ſoon obtained. 
His diſcourfes procured general admiration ; and 
the preacher. attracted the notice and friendſhip of 
the great Earl of Mansfield, through whoſe intereſt 
he obtained the diſtinguiſhed office of Preceptor to- 
the Prince of Wales, a fituation for which no man 
in the kingdom was better calculated, and the duties 
of which he performed with great honour to himſclf, 
and, it is. to be hoped, benefit to his royal pupil. | 

Preferment was now certain ; nor was it long 
withheld. In 1975 he was made Biſhop of Litch- 
field and Coventry; in 1781 he was appointed clerk 
of the cloſet to the king; ani on the 3eth of June, 
of the ſame year, he was confirmed in the ſee of 
Worceſter. | l 

On. the death of Dr. Cornwallis, Archbiſhop' of 
Canterbury, in 1783, that dignity was offered to 
Biſhop - 
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Biſhop Hurd; but he had obtained a ſituation: more 
congenial to his wiſhes, and therefore he deelined it. 
Ace his tranſlation to. Worceſter, his Lordſhip. 
has almoſt, wholly ſecleded” himſelf from the buſy” 
world, reſiding chiefly at Hartlebury-caſtle, the 
epiſcopal palace of his dioceſe. This ancient and 
noble pile he has enriched by a large and ineſtimable 
library, comaining the greater part of the books that 
had belonged to Mr, Pope and Biſhop. Warburten,. 
which he has bequeathed. for the uſe of his ſucceſſors. 
Here he exhibits à faithful. and beautiful picture 
of primitive epiſcopacy ʒ beloved and venerated by 
all ranks; as well of the laity as the clergy.” 
It remains to ſay ſomething of bis Lordſhip's 
literary character; and it would not be exaggerated: 
praiſe to aſſert that he ſtands at the head of the 
preſent generation of Engliſh ſcholars, eminently 
ſuperior to thoſe of his own age and ſtending, and 
unrivalled by ſuch as. are younger than biatelf. 


He has ſhe wn his critical powers and taſte to the 


greateſt, advantage in his edition of Horace's 
„ Epiſtolz ad Piſones,” &c. with an Englith com- 
mentary and notes; and alſo in his edition of Cowley's- 
works, The firſt appeared in 1759, and the latter 
in 1773. * We | 

Bur the work which procured him. the greateſt 
reputation, was his © Moral and Political Dialogues, 
with Letters on Chivalry and Romance,” 3 vols. Gra. 
1765. Some of the pieces had appeared before, 
without à name, and. their ſucceſs probably led the 
| ingenious, author to publiſh — and enlarged 
edition. Theſe. dialogues. evince a profound: know»: 


lege of the Engliſh; hiſtory and conſticution; and. 


breathe a warm E of — 

As a theological writer, his principal productions 
A —9 wk of —— ſermons, preached. 
G. - edgy of Lincoln's-Iun; and another 
of Diſcourſes on the Prophecies, at the lecture 
founded by Biſhop. Warburton at the ſame place. 
In theſe . compoſitions. we, qbſerve deep thinking. 
cloſe layical reaſsning, fervent pieiy, and chaſte 
Ts lug. 
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As ' a diſputant, Dr. Hurd appeared to great ad- 
vantage in — entitled — on Mr. 
Hume's Eſſay on the Natural Hiſtory of Religion.“ 
This anonymous performance irritated the philo- 
ſopher conſiderably, and he expreſſed his reſent- 
ment in terms that ſhewed how much he had been 
hurt by the cuſtigation. N 

The attachment manifeſted by Dr. Hurd to Biſhop 
Warburton has often brought upon him very illi- 
beral cenſures. About the time of his firſt connexion 
with that greit prelate, he printed an “ Eſſay on 
the delicacy of Friendſhip,” in which Dr. Jortin 
and Dr. . Leland of Dublin wcre treated rather 
roughly for their want of due reſpect to the author's 
patron, When we recollect the motives which pro- 
duced this eſſay, we fee ho reafon to blame Dr. 
Hurd; his zeal for his friend was commendable, 
though ĩt ex = carried him rather beyoiid the line 
of pradence. When refleQion operated on his mind, 
he accordingly ſaw reaſon to diſapprove of his haſti- 
neſs ; and, much to his honour,” took —— to 
ſuppreſs the obnoxious pamphlet. It would have 
been perhaps better if it had been ſuffere d to ſink 
into that oblivion which the author wiſhed; as un- 
fortunately, on his Lordſhip's publiſhing a large and 
magnificent edition of his ' friend's works in 1988, 
one of the greateft ſcholars of this age, roo officiouſſy 
perhaps, and too much in that very ſpirit which he 
wanted to expoſe, reprinted the Eſſay, with ſome 
other Tracts by Warburton and a Warburtonian.“ 

When Biſhop Hurd's edition of Warburton's 
works appeared, the world was greatly diſappointed 
at not Gnding the long- expected life of that celebrated 
character. Thü. afforded freſh ground for cenſure, 
and it was by no means ſpared. - In conſequence of 
this complaint, he printed a prefatory diſceurſe, by 
way of introduction to the work, 1 drief 
but elegant memoir of the author. It is ſuppoſed 
that on his Lordſhip's deceaſe a more tous 
biography of his ancient friend and patron will be 
left for publication: this, of courſe, will exbhibit 
a hiſtory of Engliſh literature, for half a 
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We had nearly forgotten to mention, that the 
earlieſt production of his Lordſhip's pen, which has 


appeared in print, was an Ode on the Peace of Aix- / 


la-Chapelle, 


" DAVID STEWART ERSK INE, 


EARL OF BUCHAN, 


W. 


F the love of freedom, and the love of e , | 


if eminent proficiency in the fine arts, and an cager - 


tondneſs to patroniſe the ſame proficiency in others; 
if claſſical and putriotie enthuſiaſm, aſſociated with 
not a few of the molt amiable and reſpeQable. moral 
virtues are calculated to recommend any man to 


the eſteem and praiſe of his contemporaries, David, 


Earl of Buchan, cannot eaſily fail of obtaining their 


* approbation. * 5 
This nobleman is the repreſentative of a younger 


branch of the illuſtrious family of the Erſkines, 
Earls of Marr, whoſe virtues and wiſdom recom- 


mended them for a ſeries of generations to the very 
honourable and confidential office of tutors to the 
ancient Kings of Scotland. At tbe univerſity of 


Glaſgow, in early youth, he applied with ardent 


and ſucceſsful diligence to every ingenious and liberal 
ſtudy. His hours of relaxation from ſcience. and 
literature were frequently paſſed in endeavours to 
acquire the arts of deſign, etching, . engraving, and 


— 


drawing, in the academy which the excellent, but 
ill requited, Rog AY Four is for ſome time laboured 


to ſupport in that weſtern metropolis of Scotland. 
Succeeding to the hereditary eſtates and honours of 

his family, he from that moment evinced a generous 

ambition to maintain and exalt, by his perſonal ex- 


ertions, the true dignity of the Scottiſh peerage, and - 


the name of ERSKINE. 


The king's miniſters had been long accuſtomed, at 


each new election, to tranſmit to every peer a liſt of 


the names of ſixteen of his fellow-peers, for whom 


he was required to give his vote, in the choice of \ 
e 


1 
1 
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the members who ſhould repreſent the nobles. of 
Scotland in the Britiſh parliament ; and. to this 
humiliating uſurpation, the defcendants of the moſt 
illuſtrious names had accuſtomed. themſelves tamely 
to ſubmit! The Earl of Buchan, with the ſpirit of 
an ancient Baron, took an early opportunity of 
declaring, that he would oblige the Secretary of 
State who ſhould inſult him with fuch an application- 
to waſh away the affront wich his blood. The 
practice from that time ceafed ;, and miniſters were 
obliged ro adopt ſome other lefs offenfive mode of 
exerciſing their eleQionecring influence over the 
Caledonian peerage. | | 

The Earl had two very promifing brothers, both 
younger than himſelf; and on their education he 
earneſtly beftowed that care which was to be expeſted 
from the kindneſs and vigilance, not merely of 2 
near relation, but of a prudent and affectionate 
parent. The fortunes of his family had been, from. 
different caufes, not diſfonoured indeed, but impair- 
ed ſo-confiderably, that they could no longer afford 
an anpuel income ſufficiently ample to ſupport its 
dignities with due ſplendour, and to enable him to 
gratify all the generous wiſhes of à mynificent 
pirit. Struck with this, he reſolutely adopted 2 
plan of economy, admirably fitted to retrieve and 
re-eſtabliſh thoſe falling fortunes ; and his endeavours. 
(perhaps' the moſt honourable and difficult which 
a young and liberal-minded'nobieman could reſolve 


upon), without ſubjecting him to the impuration ob 


parſimony, have been crowned and rewarded with. 
He perceived, with concern, that fince the days of 


Sibbald, and Gordon of Straloch, the ſtudy of the 


antiquities of the Scottiſſi hiſtory had been ſhame- 
fully and unhappily negleQted; and it is chiefly 
owing- to his patriotic exertions, that the Royal 
Antiquarian Society of Scotland is. indebted for its 


! 


exiſtence. ö \ A | 
The High School of Edinburgh. is confeſſedly one 
of the beſt ſeminaries in the kingdom, for the initia- 
tion of youth: in the firſt principles of the Latin 
= | | language. 
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Earl of Buchan had foughr every opportunity of 
recommending to public notice the {Kill and attention 
of the teachers, as well as the happy proficiency of 


their pupils; and a Pay his gift, is annually, 
0 


beſtowed at the univerſity of Aberdeen, upon the 
ſucceſsful competitor in a trial of excellence among 
the ſtudents. 15 | : | 
On reviewing the memorials of the Scotriſh no- 
bility, Lord Buchan felt his enthuſiaſtic veneration in 
particular manner excited, by the ſcience and 
virtues of the illuſtrious Napier, the inventor of 
logarithms, and the moſt eminent diſcoverer in 
ply of which Scotland can as yet boaſt. 
ith a generous hand he aſpired to crown the 
memory of his ilfuſtrious 'countryman with due 
honours; and in a well-written biographical memoir, 
diſplayed his life and character te the reverence and 
imitation of the preſent age. The enthufiaſin of 
Lord Buchan has alſo inſtituted an annual feſtive 
commemoration. of Thomfon, at Ednam, the ſcene 


of that poets birth. Mr. Pinkerton, the hiſtorian _ 


and antiquary; Burns, who was prematurely ſnatch- 

ed away from the admiration of the preſent age z 

\ Tytler, the tranſlator of Callimachus; and a long 

ul of other men of genius, have been ſo fortunate 

5 attract the patronage and friendſhip of Lord 
chan. | 


The life of Andrew Fletcher has been by his care 


happily illuſtrated ; and we owe to him fome precious 
fragments of ſpeeches and eſſays, by that incompara- 
ble patriot, which had not been before printed. 
The Earl of Buchan's exertions have been as in- 
variably faithful to the cauſe of Liberty as of Li- 
teratute. He has been always underſtood to be 
among the moſt zealous votaries of the principles 
upon which the revolution of 1688 was accompliſhed. 
is voice, his writings, his exertions in every man! 
and honourable mode, have ever been ready to reſi 
any threatened infringement of thoſe principles, in 
the Britiſh legiſlature or government. When the 
new dawn of a revolution favourable to genuine 


liberty 


lan age. By frequent viſits to this ſeminary, the 
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liberty broke forth in France, he was not among the 
moſt tardy to hail its riſe, and to bleſs/its p b. 
When the kings of Europe aroſe in. arms for the 
purpoſe of once more binding the genius of that 
nation in the fetters of de ſpotiſm, the Earl could not 
view the ill-omened enterpriſe without devoutly 
wiſhing that its force might be ſhattered againſt the 
ſacred armour of that virtue, and new-born freedom, 
which it boaſted to deſtroy. xx. 

On beholding thoſe exceſſes into which the French 
have heen hurried in he progreſs of their revolu- 
tionary career, he lamented that the errors of 
humanity are ever too cloſely aſſociated with its moſt 
Tplendid and heroic exertions, yet without abandon- 
ing thoſe generous wiſhes for the immortal eſtabliſh- 

ment of Gallic freedom, which he had before 


. 


"accuſtomed himſelf to entertain. N 
Leong may he ſurvive to do honour to the age by his 
virtues; to ſuſtain by his voice and his exertions the 

- - cauſe of genuine Britiſh freedom; and to patroniſe 

That literature, and thoſe fine arts, in which he him- 
© eG J... 


— 
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- THIS ' ingenious artiſt is deſcended from the 
ancient and reſpeQable family of the Nox Tucor es, 
which has been ſettled in Devonſhire at leaſt ever 
fince the conqueſt, . has given ſeveral high-ſheriffs to 
the county, many repreſentatives for it in parliament, 
and on which a baronetage was canferred in the reign 
of James the Firſt. 
I be fſubje& of the preſent article was born at 
Plymouth in the year 1746. His father was an 
eminent tradeſman in that town, and brought up bis 
Jon to his on buſineſs. His propenſity to the elegant 
arts, however, prevailed over the drudgery of a 
mechanical employment; and at length he determin- 
eld to abandon. the occupation in which be had been 
engaged, and devote himſelf entirely to his favourite 
objett. With this view he came to London, and 
| placed 
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placed himſelf: under the care and tuition of his 
countrymau and friend Sir Joſhua Reynolds, then in 
the zenith of his glory. That great man was ever 
ready to lend his helping band to aſpiring merit; 
and he gave Mr. Northcote his utmoſt - affiftance 
towards perfecting himſelf in the art of painting; 
Oar. artiſt continued with Sir Joſhua five years, 
living with him in all the familiarity of friendſhip, 
2 — rh by him to the moſt eminent characters 
of the age. | | 
in — ſummer of 1777, Mr. Northcote ſet out for 


Italy, following in this the example of his great 
maſter, He viſited every part of that delightful 


country. which at that time was the unrivalled ſeat 
of the fine arts. At Rome he continued near three 
years, which he found ſhort enough for the wonders 
and the beauties which abounded in it to engage the 
confideration of a man of taſte, who was defirous of 
treaſuring up in his mind the moſt extenſive know- 
ledye of the ſciences connected with his profeſſion. 

During his reſidence in Italy, he profited ſo well 
by the opportunities he met with, and obtained ſo 
extenſive an-acquaintance with the firſt artifts of the 
age and country in which he was, that he became 
greatly reſpected. His talents and deportment pro- 
cured him the honour of being elected a member of 


the ancient Etruſcan Academy at Cortona, of the 


Imperial Academy at Florence, and of the Academy 
Del Forti, at Rome. 4 


While at Florence, he painted a portrait of him - 
ſelf, for the academy, which is a compliment always 


expected from every new, member. © NESS 
He returned to England in 1780, and came by the 


-way of Flanders, not only becauſe it was during the 


time of war, but that be might have the advantage 
of obſerving all that could be ſeen of the eminent 
maſters of the Flemiſh School. a 


Thas amply farniſhed with every requiſite that 


eould conſtitute him a maſter in his profeſſion, he | 


entefed upon it in the metropolis of his native coun- 
try, ſhortly after his arrival, and ſoon obtained we 
CANARIA mo 
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moſt diſtinguiſhed reputation. In 1786 he was ho. 
Ten a member of the Royal Academy, and in every 
ſubſequent exhibition at Somerſet · houſe his produc- 
tions have borne a confpicuous part. | 
Perhaps the moſt perſect piQure from his pencil 
was exhibited the year he was admitted of the acade- 
my. The fubjeR isihe two young princes murder - 
ed in the tower. The ſtory is ſtrikingly and affect - 
ingh told ; the drawing is perfectly corrod, and the 
A {fins are particularly well delineated. . This pie- 
ture was purchaſed by Alderman Boydell, and an en- 
aving from it graces his ſplendid edition of Shake- 
fpeare. Our artiſt has alſo painted ſome other pieces 
for the ſame work; all of which have great merit, 
. in an equal degree wich that juſt menti- 
oned. 1A tre Pant 5: i 
In the exhibition of 1796, Mr. Northoote produced 
a deries of moral pictures, defigned ro ſhew the op- 
Polite effects of ſeriouſneſs and levity in two young 
women in menial ſituations of life. He clearly hag 
Hogarth in view but though his piQures are good, 
they tell not what they are meant to-expreſs/with the 
force 3 ů on 
ductions. Theſe have ſince been engravedG. 
It redounds greatly te his praife, that his peneil has 
never in the flighteſt inſtance deviated from mora- 
lity and decency. The reputation which Mr. North- 
ote has acquired as a painter is doubtleſs well me- 
rited. His colouring is chaſte, forcible, and diſtinQ; 
his pictures have that breadth of light and ſhade 
which. is one of the moſt agreeable properties of a 
good painting, and. which, is yet ſo ſeldom ooſerved, 
even in the works of mafters.| His hiſtoricab pieces 
ſhew a great and uecurate acquaintance with the ſub- 
ject, much ſtudy, and that vigour of conception 
which is the true charaQeriſtic of native genius. 
In private life, Mr. Northcote. is greatly eſteemed, 
as a medeſt, unaſſuming, virtuous, well informed, 
and communicative man, HC ant Pay brine? 
| 3 of MW W. 
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THIS liberal minded prelate was born in the 
village of Everſham, about five miles from Ken- 
dal, in the county of Weſtmoreland, in the year 
1737. His father was a n, and maſter 
of the free grammar-ſchool in Kendal], where our 
divine received the whole of his ſchool education, 
prior to his going to the univerſity of Cambridge, 
to which he brought with him a good ſtock of claſ- 
fieal learning, a ſpirit of perſevering induſtry, and 
a very bad provincial accent, which he retained for 
a long time. He was admitted of Trinity Col- . 
lege, and diſtinguiſhed, while there, by a eloſe 
application to his ſtudies, and conſtantly wearing a 
coarſe. mottled Weſtmoreland coat and blue yarn 
Wa | 
In taking his degrees he ſtood high among the 
wranglers, and the ſuavity of his manners, the re- 
larity of his conduct, and the reſpectability of 
is talents, procured him a fellowſhip and a college 
tutorſhip. On the former oceaſion he was oppoſed 
by Mr. Poſtlethwayte, who was deeply verſed in 
mathematies, but knew nothing of the world. Poor 
Poſtlethwayte, with all his fk ill, could denonfirate 
himfelf fit only for a ſmall country living, while 
Watſon made his way to a profeſſorſhip and a mitre. 


. He, indeed, ſoon obtained the- eſteem of his own 


ſociety, and of the univerſity at large, to which a 
ſpirited oppoſition made by him to an improper re- 
commendation of à candidate by the Duke of 
Grafton greatly contributed. This circumſtance 
redounds to the | honour both of Dr. Watſon and 
the Duke, for the latter was fo ſenfible of the pro- 
priety of the other's conduct, that he cultivated his 
acquaintance, and from that time they have been 
cordial friends. K be” 
, d 
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It was not long after this, that he was elected 
public profeſſor of Chymiſtry, though he was then 
actually e of the firſt principles of that 
ſcience. His electors, however, had no reaſon to 
repent of their choice, for he ſoon made up by di- 
ligence the want of preparatory acquirements. He 
paſſed whole days, and ſometimes nights, in the 
laboratory, aſſiſted by a good practical chymiſt 
whoſe name was Hoffman. In their firſt experi- 
ments, they deſtroyed numerous retorts, injured 
their health, * their lives, actually blew 
themſelves up, and at length did the ſame by their 
workſhop. But our profeſſor was not to be intimi- 
dated by all theſe diſcouraging eircumſtances. He 
poſſeſſed an indefatigable ipirit, aich was deſtined 
to overcome difficulties. "IP «of 

His chymical character was at laſt. completely 
eſtabliſhed ; and his lectures, which were crowded 
with auditors, acquired him a high reputation. 
He was next advanced to the Regius Profeſſorſhip 
of Divinity, on the death of the learned Dr. Ru- 
therforth, and about the ſame time he married. 

Dr. Watſon very early diſtinguiſhed himſelf in 
the career of politics, by his attachment to thoſe 
Whig principles which have, until of late, nniform- 
ly diſtinguiſhed Cambridge from her ſiſter univerſity. 
He choſe a critical time to ſhew off theſe principles, 
and to gain himſelf popularity: this was the year 
1776, when the ſubje&s of Government and Civil 
Liberty were generally diſcuſſed. His ſermon 
preached before the Univerſity on the anniverſary 
of the Reſtoration, was printed under the title of 
« The Principles of the Revolution vindicated;“ 
and attracted a degree of, attention exceeded only 
by Biſhop Hoadley's famous ſermon on the king- 
dom of Chriſt. In the. courſe of the ſame year, he 
alſo publiſhed another diſcourſe preached before the 
univerſity on the aniverfary of the King's acceſſion. 
The publication of theſe brought on a controyerly ; 
but the only piece worth noticing on this occaſion 
was“ an Heroie Epiſtle to Dr. Watſon,” by the 

\ facetious 
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. facetious author of An Epiſtle to Sir William 
Chambers,” under the appellation of © Macgregor.” . 
He ſoon after gave more ſatisfaction to 4 religi- 
ous world, and gained a higher portion of applauſe 
| from the public at large, by an Apology for 
Chriſtianity, in a ſeries of Letters addreſſed to Ed- 
ward Gibbon, Eſq.” This work, though perhaps 
it is not ſufficiently copious, raiſed the author's re- 
putation very high, both as-a controverſialiſt, and 
a polite writer. e manner in which the divine 
has treated the deiſtical hiſtorian 'has been greatly 
admired by all but incorrigible bigots, and held up 
as an excellent_example for imitation. Mr. Gibbon : 
declined entering into a diſcuſſion of the diſputed | 
points with the, profeſſor ; but he wrote him a very 
polite letter, to which he received as polite an an- 
ſwer. The correſpondence has been printed by 
Lord Sheffield, and it does honour to both parties. 
75 Dr. Watſon printed another political ſermon, 
preached before the univerſity of Cambridge, Fe- 
| bruary 4th, 1780, being the day appointed for a 
general faſt, which -diſcourſe is of the ſame com- 
plexion as thoſe abovementioned. 
In 1781 he '\publiſhed a volume of Chymical 
Effays, addreſſed to his pupil the Duke of Rutland. 
This work was received by the publie with ſuch 
great and deſerved approbation, as to encourage 
the author to give the world, at different times, 
four additional volumes, all of equal merit with 
the firſt, ot : 
In the prefacc to the laſt volume, he has theſe. 
remarkable obſervations : * When I was elected 
« profeſſor of divinity in 1771, I determined to 
* abandon for ever the ſtudy of mg. and I 
did abandon it for ſeveral years; but the veteris 
veſftigia flammæ ſtill continued to delight me, and 
at length ſeduced me from my purpoſe. 

Pp „When I was made a Biſhop in 1782, I again 
determined to quit my favourite purſuit : the 
volume which I now offer to the public is a ſad 
« proof of the bn of my reſolution. I have 
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and irregular in bringing forward his ſentiments on 
this ſubject. An addreſs to the metropolitan through 
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* on this day, however, offered a ſacrifice to other 
6: people's notions, I confeſs, rather than to my own 
% opinion of epiſcopal decorum—l have deſtroyed all 
«© my chymical manuſcripts.—A proſpect of re- 
turning health might have perſuaded me to pur- 
“ ſue this delightful ſcience ; but I have now cer- 
“ tainly done with it for ever; at leaſt I have taken 
t the moſt effectual ſtep I could to wean myſelf 
« from an attachment to it ; for with the holy zeal 
« of the idolaters of old, who had been addicted 
4 to curious arts have burned my books.” 
At length, Dr. Watſon's merits, and the recom- 
mendation of the Duke of Rutland, procured him 
a ſeat on the epiſcopal bench, on the tranſlation of 
Biſhop Barrington from the ſee of Landaff to Sa- 
liſbury. This biſhopric being poor, he was per- 
mitted to hold with it the . of Ely, a 
Rectory in Leiceſterſhire, and the divinity profeſſor- 
ſhip, to which is annexed the valuable living of Sa- 
meſham. | | 1 
The gratitude of another pupil of Dr. Watſon's 
is ſtill more memorable. The late Mr. Luther, of 
Ongar in Eſſex, at his deceaſe, in 1786, bequeath-⸗ 
ed to his tutor the ſum of 20, oool. | 
The Biſhop was hardly warm in his ſeat, before 
he brought himſelf into pretty general notice, as 
the advocate of eccleſiaſtical Ye in © a Letter 
addreſſed to the Archbiſhop of Canterbury.” In 
this letter his jLordfhip ſtated, with no ſmall 
force, and with conſiderable pathos, the hardſhips 
of the inferior clergy, and the neceſſity of an equa- 
lifation of church preferments. Though his argu- 
ments were concluſive, and though the facts which 
he ſtated were incontrovertible, yet maay friends 
to his ſcheme thought him rather too precipitate 


the medium of the preſs, from the junior prelate on 
the bench, was conſidered as a mode of proeceding 
not quite in the ſtrict line of eccleſiaſtical propriety, 
nor the belt calculated to attain the object in 1 

| is 


6 e ä 


„„ 


2 


4 


— — +. OO © 


» WW» — 099 8 


ue 


dable temper. 


RICHARD WATSON, v. g, 13 


This letter accordingly drew down on his, Lord- 
ſhip ſomie very ſevere ſtrictures from the pen of Mr. 
Cumberland, a writer of great powers, but who on 
this occaſion was far from manifeſting a commen- 


The public curiolity was greatly excited when it 
was underſtood that he was appointed to preach be- 
fore the Lords, January 30, 1783. His diſcourſes 
at Cambridge were ſtill freſh in every perſon's re- 
membrance, and therefore ſomewhat unuſual was 
expected on this occaſion. The Abbey was uncom- 
monly crowded ; but the Biſhop eondutted himſelf 
with extreme cantion, and delivered a ſermon ad- 
mirable in its compoſition, and very temperate in 


- its ſentiments. 


In 1786, his Lordſhip publiſhed at Cambridge, 
A Collection of Theological Tracts,” in fix vo- 
lumes octavo, deſigned entirely for the uſe of ſtu- 
dents m divinity. is collection conſiſts of pieces 
on the moſt intereſting ſubjects in ſacred literature, 
by different writers, many of which were become 


exceeding ſcarce. Little elſe is wanting to form 


ſuch a compilation, but great reading, candour and 


: judgment. Theſe are ſufticiently diſplayed in this 


edition; and it cannot but prove an ineſtimable li- 
brary of divinity to every candidate for holy orders. 
At the time of the King's illneſs, the Biſhop 
voted with thoſe Lords who conſidered the Prince 
of Wales as having an abſolute right to an unqua- 
lifed aſſumption of the Regency. As the ſee of 
St. Aſaph was then vacant by the death of the 
worthy Dr. Shipley, ſome perfons were diſpoſed to 
think that Biſhop W. had his eye upon a tranſlation 
thither. The King, howeyer, recovered, the 
Regency of courſe dropt to the ground, and the 
biſhopric of St. Aſaph was filled by Dr. Halifax, 
In June, 1791, the Biſhop delivered a charge to 
his clergy, in which he took occaſion to touch upon 
the great revolution which had recently taken place 
in France, and to advert to the ſtate of things at 
home, chiefly with reſpe& to the condition of the 
church, 
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church, and the pretenſions of diſſenters. Some 
of his hearers took notes of his Lordſhip's discourſe, 
copies of which were not only circulated with great 
induſtry throughout the dioceſe, but ſpread over 
all parts of the principality, and even reached Lam- 
beth. Alarmed at the intention evidently manifeſt. 
ed by this mode of circulation, the Biſhop loſt no 
time in publiſhing a faithful copy of his charge, 
which completely did away the evil deſigns of his 
enemies. 8 

In the courſe of the preſent eventful conteſt, his 
Lordſhip has exhibited himſelf, in general, the ſteady 
advocate of pacific meaſures; and he has made 
ſome admirable and very impreſſive ſpeeches in his 
place in the houſe, on the neceſſity of adopting a 
conciliatory ſpirit. 
But one of the beſt ſervices which he ever ren- 
dered to the public, was in counteracting the poi- 
ſonous principles of the author of“ The age of 
Reaſon,” by an « Apology for the Bible, in a ſeries 
of Letters addreſſed to the author of that work.” 
1796. This has doubtlefs been of infinite ſervice 


in maintaining the cauſe of truth; as it is written 


in a popular manner, and with a dignity of expreſ- 
ſion and power of argument moſt admirably adapt- 
ed to impreſs the mind with that reſpectful ſeriouſ- 
neſs which is ſo neceſſary to produce a rational con- 
viction. Dri: a 

It is to be lamented, however, that the Biſhop 
has given ſome advantage to the infidels, by paſſing 
over in ſilence certain parts of the Bible obj ected to 
by them. From that ſilence much has been infer- 
red; and it certainly would have been more noble, 


and in fact more prudent, to have expreſſed his free 


opinion concerning thoſe paſſages. 

At the beginning of the preſent year, his Lord- 
ſhip printed a very ſeaſonable and animated Ad- 
dreſs to the people of Great Britain.“ In this per- 
formance the Biſhop waves diſcuſſing the merits or 
demerits of the war, as to its origin. He conſiders 

the nation as reduced to the — wither of 


an 
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. .an abſolute ſubmiſſion to the enemy, or a vigorous 
proſecution of the conteſt. Preferring the latter tb 
the former, he pleads for great ſacrifices, and calls 
upon his countrymen to make very ſtrenuous exer- 
tions. e n 

f Every body allowed this addreſs to poſſeſs great 
merit as a compoſition ;. but many who have made 
financial politics their ſtudy, conceived that the 

' Biſhop had gone out of his depth, while others 
think, and doubtleſs with reaſon, that he has de- 
parted from all his former principles. 

That fach à tract, coming from ſuch a man, 
ſhould produce replies, is not to be wondered at. 
The weight ef his Lordſtip's character was well 
known. His popularity was very great; and thoſe 
who were adverſe to the ſentiments which he now 

expreſſed, were ſenſible. that they would have a 

very extenſive influence upon the public mind. The 

proſecution of two of his Lordſhip's antagoniſts 
has inflicted a deadly wound on the liberty of the 
preſs, and thus rendered controverſy ſafe only on 

one ſide of the queſtion! 6 

The Biſhop is a good public ſpeaker ; his action 

is graceful, his voice full and harmonious, and his 

delivery chaſte and correct. . | 
As a writer he is diſtingaiſhed by a ſtxle plain 
and neat, but ſtrictly pure, nervous and argumen- 

As a biſtop his character is moſt excellent; and 

as far as his influence extends, he hath been uni- 

tormly: the patron of merit. His family conſiſts of 
ſix children; and his chief reſidence is Colgarth 

Park, delightfully ſituated near the lakes in his na- 

tive county. . | 

+ Befides the pieces already mentioned, he hath 

written: „ Richardi Watſon, A. M. Coll. Sacr. 

Sanctæ Trin. Soc. et Chemiæ Profeſſoris in Acade- 

mia Cantabrigenſi Inſtitutionum Chemicarum in 

prelectionibus Academicis explicatum Pars Metal- 
lurgica.“ 8 vo. 1766. An Effay on the ſubjects of 

Chy miſtry, and their general Diviſions.“ 8vo. 1771. 
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„A Defence of revealed Religion, in two Ser- 

mons preached in the cathedral church of Landaff,” 
« A Charge to the Clergy of that dioceſe, in June, 
1795. * Sermons and Tracts,” one volume, 8yo; 
and a“ Charge to his Clergy, in 1798.“ "4 E 
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7 1 L "£4 | 
Henxy Exs8x1nt, the brother of David Earl of 
han, is ſuppoſed to poſſeſs even a double por- 


tion of his genius. He received, in early youth, 


the advantage of that liberal and literary educa- 


tion which in Scotland is rarely denied even to the 


meaneſt yeoman ; and has, till of late, been moſt 
ſolicitoufly beſtowed on the children of nobility. 
The fortune which he inherited was not ſufficient 
to enable him to bury his talents in frivolous idle- 
neſs, and he choſe the practice of the law for his 
profeſional purſuit, He was accordingly admit- 
ted, when very young, a member of the Scottiſh 
Faculty f Advocates, amd diſtinguiſhed himſelf alike 
at the bar, in the ſocieties of his companions; and 
thoſe elegant and faſhionable aſſemblies unto which 
his high birth and perſonal accompliſhments intro- 
duced him, by an unrivalled ſprightlineſs of fancy, 
and quickneſs of apprehenſion. - When all con- 
tended in wit, and ſportive humour, the ſupreme 
praiſe ſeareely ever failed to be beſtowed: on Henry 
Erſkine. * e l 
The elocution of the Scottiſh bar, even then, ſa- 
voured not a little of the union of Donald Car- 
gill, or George Whitefield, Young Erſkine, in 
his firſt pleadings, diſplayed with an inimitable fe- 
licity a certain, grace, livelineſs, and eaſe, which 
needed but to be heard, in order to put to ſhame 
thoſe vile compoſitions which had been before ad- 
mired. Every thing concurred to promiſe bim 1 h 
| | mo 
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moſt brilliant career. But it was feared, that parts 

ſo lively, and ſucceſs ſo ſplendid, might prove fa- 
tal, by ſeducing him into that negligence, and that 
ſelf-conceit, which, alas! too often blight the rich- 
eſt buds of opening genius. The anxiety of his 
friends, the invidious rivalry of his competitors, - 
were alike ready to ſuggeſt that diſſipation, frivo- 
lity, or petulant ſelf-applauſe, muſt ſoon expoſe him 
to be outſtripped in his profeſſional career, by the 
moſt ſober ſpirited of his brother-advocates, in the. 
ſame manner as the hare in the fable is ſaid to have 
been left behind by the ſnail. The event, however, 

roved far otherwiſe. 

He had the good ſenſe to perceive that, in order 
to excel, he onght to dedicate himſelf with inflexi- 
ble ardour and perſeverance to the attainment of 
profeſſional excellence, and acquire by unremitting 
practice that honourable independence of fortune 
which was neceſſary to give due luſtre to his talents. 
In a ſhort time he became an Elder, and a Speaker 
in the general aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, 
the belt theatre for deliberative eloquence whieh 
his native country affords. He vigilantly ſeized 
every occaſion for the exerciſe of his abilities, as a 
lawyer and a pleader; and ſoon convinced the 
world that he was determined to become a ſteady 
practitioner. | | | | 

Having obtained in marriage the only daughter 
of Mr. Fullerton, a lady of a reſpectable family, 
and who brought him a very handſome fortune, 
that event tended happily to confirm him in thoſe 
habits of aſſiduity, for which he had begun before 
to be diſtinguiſhed. 

Every ſucceſſive year now encreaſed his employ- 
ment at the bar, and he was ſoon accounted, if not 
the very firſt, at leaſt in the foremoſt rank. Emi- 
nent as a wit, and an advocate, his political ſenti- 
ments could not long be a matter of indifference to 
the circle in which he moved. Like his brother, 
the Earl of Buchan, he avowed himſelf a ſtaunch 
and ardent Whig, and naturally gained the notice 
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and the friendſhip of the moſt illuſtrious votaries of 
Whiggiſm, as well in England as in Scotland. 

Alter the concluſion of the American war, when 
Charles Fox, along with that great political party 
of which he was the informing and guiding genius, 
were, for a ſhort time, maſters of the energies of 
the Britiſh government, Henry Erſkine was the 
man whom they choſe as the confidential lawyer of 
their adminiſtration in Scotland. They accordingly 
haſtened to appoint him Lord Advocate; and fo 
ſplendid was his reputation as a lawyer, and fo 
liberal his character as a man of integrity, and ho- 
nour, that the voice even of his political enemies. 
could ſcarcely refrain from applauding the nomi- 
nation. 88 
But Fox and his party were quickly driven from 

the helm; and Erſkine was diſmiſſed from his offi. 

cial ſituation, to make room for one who was, in- 
deed, a very worthy young man, but deſtitute 
alike of powerful talents, and juridical experience. 
This loſs, however, could neither degrade the 
character of Erſkine, nor leſſen his practice at the 
bar. He had before been, and he Rin continned. 
to be, the lawyer, whom, on every great oceaſion, 
both parties were anxious to retain as their firſt 
counſel. | | 
_ Upon a vacancy in the office of Dean of the 
Faculty of Advocates, of whieh he has ſince been 
ſo ſhamefully bereft, that reſpectable body, per- 
taps the moſt illuſtrious juridicat corporation in. 
Europe, beſtowed the office on Henry Erfkine ; 
with an eagerneſs. which ſeemed to demonſtrate, 
that they conferred equal honour on him and them- 
ſelves by the choice. | 

Although a man of wit and talents, Be has not 
been ſo imprudent as to laviſh his Honourable gains 
in a careleſs profuſion. of expence, inſtead of accu- 
mulating them for a patrimony to his children. 
Neither did the fatal ſchiſm. in the Whig patty, it 
conſequence of the diverſity of ſentiments with. 
which. the' events of the French- 8 
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beheld in Britain, betray him into any political in- 
conſiſtoney. On the contrary,” he ſtill firmly ad- 
hered to thoſe principles of freedom, which Fox 
and himſelf had been aceuſtomed to conſider as the 
ine grounds of the Britiſh revolution in 1688. 

Since. the commencement of the preſent war, a 
period, during which the colliſions of party-ſpirit 
are become more fierce and violent than before, 
various practices, too mean and diſhonourable th 


be worthy of aught but contemptuous oblivion, 


have been recurred to, in order to hurt the charac- 
ter and diminiſh the practiee of Henry Erſkine, by 
men who could not win his virtue to their ſide, 
and who were defirous to diminiſh-that aſcendency 
to which they could not aſpire in the career of ges. 


nerous emulation. Bur talents, fortune, and cha 


racter, ſuch as his, may deſpiſe ealamny, and ſmile 
at N impotence of malice. 
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WHEN high rank is united with great virtues, 
and both are bembellihed by learning, taſte, and 
talents, we then ſee man in his proudeſt form; we 
overloot. or forget all that is weak, frail, and mor- 
tal, in human nature, and look up to him as a 
being of a: ſuperior order. Such a character is the 
Earl of Charlemont; a nobleman, on whom, even 
in times of the moſt imminent danger, neither tur- 
bulence, fadion, nor flander, has dared to caſt an 
aſperſion. 

Of his Lordſhip's early life, a great part was 
ſpent abroad; charmed with the arts, the climate, 
and the language of Italy, it was for many years 
his favourite reſidence. With the reſt of the world, 
however, he was intimately. acquainted ; as at 
wer court which a * nobleman * 
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ſits,” he ſpent more than the uſual time. In all, he 


- was reſpected and beloved; and he bas been heard 
to fay, that when he returned home, there was not 
a country in Europe in which he was not more 
known, and had not more of thoſe connections which | 
ſweeten life, than in his native Ireland! 

Home, however, his lordſbip did at length re- 

turn, at about the age of thirty, and it is ſaid to 

- have been haſtened by a diſorder contracted, as is 
ſuppoſed, from poiſon, adminiſtered by the jealouſy 
of a woman with whom. he bad an amorous inter- 
courſe. Of this diſorder, the malignity had baffled 
the efficacy of all the medical ſkil which his lord- 
ſhip found abroad, and it remained for the honour 
of a an Iriſh phyſician, if not radically to remove the 
_ diſeaſe, at leaſt to alleviate its force, and preſerve 
a life which was to be the ornament and pride of 
his country. The phyſician in queſtion. was the 
celebrated Dr. Lucas, a man diſtinguiſhed, not 
more by the ſucceſs of his medical exertions in his 
lordſhip's caſe, than. by the zeal and energy which 
he has diſplayed as a political writer, and a popu- 
lar repreſentative. 

Having thus recovered a moderate ſhare of health 
by the ſkill of this Iriſh patriot, and preſcribed for 

himſelf a de of temperance and ſtriftneſs of 
-  Fegimen which few men would have had the ftea- 
dineſs to obſerve, his lordſhip began to think of an 

heir. Although accuſtomed' to view beauty in 
its moſt fafcinating forms amid(t the brilliancy of 
courts, the ſplendour of wealth, and the attractions 
of poliſhed manners, he did not ſeek theſe qualities 
in a wife. He married a young . the daughter 
of a provincial clergyman, po —— ſenſe, 
and a moſt amiable diſpoſition — better 
choſen than if vecommended by high birth, riches, 
or beauty: in conſequence of this marriage, his 
lordſhip has ſeveral children, the eldeſt of whom 
(Francis William) is Lord Caulfield, a young noble- 
man of whom it is reafonable to hope, that he will 
emulate the virtues of his ſather. 


Lord ; 
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Lord Charlemomt having felt, from his early re- 
{dence abroad, the mortification of being a ſtranger 


in his native country, reſolved: that his ſon ſhould 
have a; domeſtic education. Lord Caulfield was 
therefore educated at the college of Dublin, where 
he diſtinguiſhed himſelf, not more for the poſſeſſion 
of a found and maſculine underſtanding, than for 


precocious induſtry, and mild, though ſomewhat 


gloomy, manners. 


From the moment n which Lord Charlemont 


firſt embarked in public life, he has invariably pro- 
moted the beſt intereſts of the country. He affedt- 
ed not, however, in any inſtance, that popularity 
which follows rather the ſhewy and inſincere pro- 
feſſions of the gages than the wiſe and well- 
judged meaſures of ham who ſerves his country 
more from a motire of duty than a thirſt of fame. 
With him, patriotiſm was a virtue which he prac- 


tiſed for its own ſake, and without attention to any 


conſequences, except the approbation of his own 
mind, and a {tri attention to the public welfare. 
That his political conduct has uniformly reſulted 


from the pureſt motives,- nothing, perhaps, could 


more ſtrongly prove, than the manner in which 


his Borough of Charlemont has been repreſented. | 


Though his lordſhip does not poſſeſs wealth ſuf. 
ficient to render the ſeptennial receipt of 4000 l. 
(the uſual price for two miſrepreſentatives!) an 
object of no importance, yet, in no one inſtance, 
has he yielded to the impulſe of venality; for he 


has never ſold, to the higheſt bidder, the office of 


Legiſlator for his country! In the repreſentatives 
of his Borough, his lordſhip required only talents, 
and virtue; and it has been his peculiar good for- 
tune to have always ſelected men eminently poſſeſ- 
ſed of both. [456 | TOE THEE 
Among thoſe who have repreſented Charlemont 
fince it fell into his lordſhip's bands, Mr. Grattan 


is the moſt conſpicuous. And it was the member 


for this Borough, who wrought the independence 
of Ireland. In the Houſe of Peers, his lordſhip 
| | contributed 
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contributed to that great event, if not by his elo- 
quence, for he is nat a public ſpeaker, at leaſt by 
Mis vote, his influence, and his example. 
Theſe virtues and ſervices of Lord Charlemo 
were neither unobſerved nor unrewarded by the 
public. He was accordingly raiſed by the unani- 
mous voice of the people, more fully and faithfully 
:expreſſed than it had been on any other occaſion, 
to the moſt honourable ſituation which it was in 
their power to beſtow, that of commander-in-chief 
of an army ſelf- appointed, and ſelt- paid, conſiſt- 
ing of 80, ooo freemen, including all the gentry and 
the nobility o& the kingdom. To this command 


of the Old Volunteer army of Ireland, be was for 


ſeveral years ſucceſſively elected; nor did this re- 
lation between that extraordinary body of men 
and his lordſhip ceaſe, until à difference of po- 


litical opinion had ariſen, which induced him to 


wefign. That difference aroſe on the queſtion of ad- 
mitting the Catholics to participate in the power 
of the ſtate. The idea was firſt broached in an 


addreſs from the volunteers of Ulſter to his lord- 


ſhip, at a time when they had been reviewed by 
him in the neighbourhood: of. Beltaſt. He in very 


plain, but very polite and reſpectful terms, expreſ- 


ſed, in his anſwer, his difference of opinion on that 
. queſtion. A difcordance of ſentiment, on a point 
ot ſuch moment, muſt have been fatal to that cor- 
diality of affection which had alone. recanciled him 
to the troubleſome, though highly honourable ſitu- 
ation to which he had been raifed.: he therefore 
ſhortly afterwards reſigned his command; and go- 
vernment having for ſome time before withdrawn 
its countenance from the volunteer army, it gradu- 

That his lordſhip was either morally or politically 
eorrect, in an opinion which tended. to perpetuate 
political incapacities on account of religious tenets, 
would perhaps be difficult to prove; but that he 
acted on that occaſion, as on all others, rather from 
a conſciouſneſs of right, than a view to popular 
* | | applauſe, 
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epplauſe, cannot be doubted, for to his popularity 
nothing at that time could have been ſo fatal. There 
was, however, ſomething in. his character which 
diſarmed political invective, even while aggravated 
dy religious animoſity, The moſt virulent of thoſe 
who blamed his conduct ſeemed to heſitate in cal} 
ing him a bigot. 

Of a reform in the repreſentation his lordſhip has 
been long a friend, and was among the firſt of thoſe 
noblemen and gentlemen, who, when the queſtion 
was agitated, and the great difficulty appeared te 
be, how individuals ſhonld be ſatisfied for the anni- 
hilation of their property, made an offer of a volun- 
tary ſurrender of their boroughs ta the public, ? 

On the queſtion of the — too, he adopted 
that fide which alone was thought compatible with, 
the independence of Ireland. He was'one of thoſe, 
who, in oppoſition to the partiſans of Mr Pitt, af- 
ſerted the right of that kingdom to appoint its own 
regent ; and, as they conſtituted a majority in the 
two houſes, they accordingly offered the regency to 
the heir apparent. For this, and ſome other poli- 
tical offences, he was ſhortly afterwards. removed 
from the government of the county of Armagh, an 
office to which he might be almoſt ſaid. to have an 
hereditary right. 

In a mind like that of his lordſhip, cultivated, 
- vigorous, and pure, error is ſeldom a plant of per- 
ennial growth. The opinion which. he ſo honeſt- 
ly entertained, and fo. boldly. avowed to the volun- 
teer army of 1784, he ſeems to have ſinee changed 
for thoſe of a more liberal complexion, as he 
fnce ſupported the Catholic claim to the elective 
franchiſe, which parliament acceded to in 1796, and 
is at preſent an advocate for what is called calbolic 
emancipation. : 

Of that ſyſtem of eotncion which preceded the 

late inſurrection in Ireland, of the burning of vil- 
lages, hanging their inhabitants, tranſporting per- 
fons ſuſpected without trial, ſtrangling and whipping 
to. extort. 2 and billeting the military at 
(4-4 


- of 


_—_ - _ . LORD CHARLEMONT. | 
free quarters in diſtricts in which individuals had 
been diforderly, his lordſhip has been uniformly 
the declared enemy. He, therefore, was one of 
the very few who ſupported Lord Moira in his par- 
liamentary reprobation of theſe meaſures, and in 
recommending thoſe of peace and coneiliation. 
Nothing, however, can be more remote from his 
character, than that of a factious man, or a ſyſte- 
matic oppoſitioniſt. He has ſupported Great 
Britain in the war, merely becauſe Great Britain 
was engaged in it, without any relation to the ab- 
ſtract merit of the conteſt; and he has acceded 
chearfully to every law, and every meaſure, which 
the government thought neceſſary, againſt the 
aſſault of foreign force or domeſtic diſaffection. 
Unexceptionable, however, as Lord Charle- 
mont's political conduct has been, it is not as a 
politician! that he is excluſively entitled to our re- 
gard. He is more highly eſtimable, perhaps, as a 
man of taſte and literature. As a general ſcholar, 
he has not his equal in the Iriſh Peerage. Poſſeſs- 
ing a reſpectable knowlege of the learned languages, 
he is alſo intimately acquainted with thoſe of mo- 
dern Europe, particularly the Italian, in which he 
is an adept. To his love of letters, Ireland owes, 
in a great meaſure, the eſtabliſhment of the only 
literary foczety (except the univerſity) which ſhe 
poſſeſſes, namely, the Royal Iriſh Academy, which 
was incorporated by royal charter in 1786, and of 
which his lordſhip has, ſince its foundation, been 
annually elected preſident. Of this office, he diſ- 
charges the duties, con amore, conſtantly attending 
its meetings, unleſs when ill health prevents, pre- 
ſiding with a father's care over its concerns, and 
occaſionally contributing to fill the pages of its 
tranſactions. In theſe volumes, his lordſhip has 
publiſhed. three eſſays, which are highly reſpecta- 
ble; one on a conteſted paſſage in Herodotus; 
another on an ancient cuſtom at Meteline, with 
conſiderations on its origin; and a third on the an- 
tiquity of the Woollen manufacture in _—_— 
| | - which 
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"Theſe WO confituts but a ſmall 3 nt; of 
what his. lordſhip has written. To ſome of his 
friends he has ſhewn, at various times, materials 
for larger works. With them, it is to be feared, 
the public will not be favoured during his life; and 
they will, probably, be left to the mercy of a poſt- 
humous editor. 

1 the lovers and the jadges of the fine 

arts, he holds a: very , conſpicuous rank. At his 
houſe in Rutland-ſquare, Dublin, is to be ſeen a 
moſt reſpectable collection of the great maſters in 
painting and ſculpture, both ancient and modern; 
and of bis taſte in architecture, his temple of Ma- 
rino, within a: couple of miles of the metropolis, 
is a beautiful ſpecimen. 
In parliament, he bas never been a ſpeaker, he 
ſeems to want nerves for an orator, and to be ſo- 
licitous rather of the pleaſures of ſtudy, than of 
thoſe raptures which reſult from the involuntary 
burſts of an applauding auditory. In converſation 
he is communicative, affable, and cheerful, in an 
extraordinary degree; equally apt to catch as to 
impart ſatis faction: nor is it the frippery of fancy 
which eſcapes him; the effuſions of his full mind 
flow hke the waters of a deep river, at once placid 
and,majeftic, uniform and profound. 

Of his time he is remarkably economical; every 
hour has its allotted occupation, nor is this ar- 
rangement varied but on-occafions of confiderable 
moment. 30 regular is he even in his rides, that 
you might aſcertain the time of the day to a minute 
by the ſpot on which yon find him. His figure is 
exceedingly venerable, and ſtriking. Upwards of 
fixty, his long grey hairs, -and bending form, give 
him the appearance of much greater age, while 
the placidity and ſtrength of his countenance ir- 
reſiſtibly impreſs the idea, that wiſdom and virtue 
have been the companions of his life. It is a 


remarkable circumſtance, that the precarious 3 
8 0 
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of his health, ſince his partial recovery from the 
diſaſter of his youth, has rms 5 it rag ge” wr for 
him to uſe the cold bath throughout the year; 


and, even in the depth of the ſevereſt winter, Ie 
ee oh roo. b 


HENRY GRATTAN. 
Henn GraTTax was born in the e! of 
Ireland, about the year 1751. | His father, an emi- 
nent barriſter,” though poſſeſſing confiderable ta- 
ents, and deriving a competent ſhare of practice 
from the good opinion entertamed of his ſkill and 
integrity by the citizens of Dublin, yet-never- roſe 
to any high legal ſituation. The Recorderſhip of 
the city, a place at that time worth about 600. per 
mum; and to which the corporation ele, .was 
the only office he ever filled. To wealth, r 
—— by the induſtry or the ſucceſs of his an- 
ceſtors, Henry, therefore, could not look he was 
-accordingly taught early to depend for his future 
fame and fortune on his own exertions. 
At the nfual time he 2. entered a ſtudent of 
| Trinity College, Dublin, where he was ſoon dif- 
tinguitted-as che powerful competitor of two .claſs- 
* whoſe good fortune and talents have ſince 
raiſed them to the higheſt ſituations in the ſtata, 
Mr. Fitzgibbon, late Chancellor of Ireland, and 
Mr. Foſter, the ron Speaker of the Houſe of. 
Commons. 
Of four of tbe molt ſhining e which 
the Dublin univerſity has given to the world, it has 
been obſerveds that during their reſidence in that 
ſeminary their talents were not exereiſed, nor their 
powers known: Mr. Edmund Burke exhibits one 
memorable inſtance in behalf of this aſſertion : but 
in . Mr. G. and his . contempo- 
. Taries, 
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raries, that colliſion which reſults from a rivaliy 
of acquirements. and talents, called forth a full 
exertion of the mental faculties, and they were 
therefore diſtinguiſhed as men poſſeſſing firſt-rate 
parts, before they were called to exhibit them on 
the theatre of life. After _— a degree, Mr. 


G, was, in 1772, called to the Iriſh bar, and for a 


few years attended the four courts with an empty 
bag, and a mind too elaſtic tc be confined to the 
forms of pleading, and too liberal to be occupied 
by the purſuits of a mere lawyer. Wake RS, 


Diſguſted at laſt with a profeſſion, in which he 


perceived he would never riſe but by babits to 
which he could not croueh, he retired, not wealthy, 
dut poſſeſſing from his father; who was now dead, 
a patrimony, which, with economy, might have 


fecured him independence. It was not long before 


he was made known to Lord Charlemont, who had 
for ſome time been returned, to Ireland. By his 
_ Lordſhip, who has always ſhewn equal ſagacity 


in diſcoveri 

was . to parliament for his borough of 
Charlemont. Entering into the legiſlature under 
ſuch auſpices, it was natural to expect that Mr. G. 
would- become the advocate of his then ſuffering 
and dependent country. Ireland, indeed, at that 
time, was in a ſtate of perfect humiliation, being 
conſidered merely as a province to the ſiſter eoun- 


try. Fer legiſſature was a petty council, incapable 


of originating laws ; and her courts of juſtice ſubor- 
tlinate to thoſe of England, and mcompetent to a 
final decifion: deſtitute of foreign commerce, from 
which ſhe had been excluded by Britiſn monopoly, 


her manufactures were cruſhed by the weight of 


Britiſh competition, and the induſtry of her people 
checked from want of encouragement to excite it; 


in ſhort, diſcontent, bankruptcy, and wretchedneſs, 


covered the face of the country. 
To evils- of ſuch magnitude, nnd which the cala- 

mities brought on by the unfortunate conteſt with 

America greatly aggravated, the narrow policy — 


and zeal in promoting genius, he 


- 
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the times was applying petty palliatives. Subſerip - 


tions were collected, to keep the artificers from 
-famiſhing ;' aſſociations were formed, to wear only 
domeſtic manufactures; and parliament itſelf look- 
ed, fot ſome time, no further than to alleviate the 
preſſure of the immediate evil. Mr. G. however, 


-whoſe mind was formed to embrace ſomething be- 


yond preſent objects; who was accuſtomed to trace 
effects to their cauſes, and to look forward. to fu- 
'ture conſequences; perceived that the root of thoſe 
calamities was not a temporary ſtagnation. of. trade 
from the American war, but rather to be found in 
the unjuſt reſtraints impoſed by Great Britain on 
the exertions of the country; and that to attempt 
their cure by temporary expedients, would be to 
roll up the ſtone of Sy ſiphus. | 


He was the firſt, therefore, who had the bold- | 


neſs and the wiſdom to urge the legiſlature to com- 
plain of thoſe reſtraints; his efforts were ſeconded 
by the unanimous voice of the country; and ſuch 
was the efficacy of a political truth, thus urged, 


and thus ſupported, that even the whole force of 
Britiſh influence was found unequal to reſiſt it. 


The Iriſh legiſlature adopted, and decreed the ſenti- 
ment; and after ſome hefitatian on the part of the 
Britiſh legiflature, the commerce of Ireland was, 
in. part, opened to her. children. A temporary 


gleam of ſatisfaRtion was ſhed over the country by 


this conceſſion, as it was called, of the Britiſh parlia- 
ment: for ſo accuſtomed had the people been to 
excluſion, to penalties, and reſtriction, that a re- 
laxation or Lenzen of any of theſe was looked 
on as the conferring of a poſitive benefit, rather 
than the ceſſation of an actual injury. 


Mr. G.'s name was now become an object of 


adoration to the people, and by the volunteer aſſo- 


forth, he was looked up to with peculiar reſpect. 
In this ſtate of affairs, the re · action of popularity 
upon patriotiſm ſeemed to impart new energy to 
his mind. | : 

- ; Mr. 


A 


- _  .crations, which the dangers of the war had called 
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Mr. G. continued to exert himſelf with inde- 
fatigable aſſiduity in the ſenate, and by leading the 
mind of the public, and even of the legiſlature it- 
ſelf, to the confideration of national rights, and the 
actual political ſituation of their eommon country, 
with reſpect to England, he was clearing the way 
for that meaſure which he meditated—a declara- 
tion of the legiſlature in favour of national inde- 
pendence. | een 
By obtaining freedom of commerce for the 
country, he had already, indeed, done much to- 
ward the attamment of the great object; for he 
had removed the key- ſtone of the arch, and thus 
weakened the coheſion of the whole fabric: —he 
had taught the people to think, and the legiſſature 
to feel its own power; he had introduced a ſpirit 
of innovation upon the old ſyſtem of Britiſh domi- 
nation, and the vigour with which innovations on 
ſuch fyſtems are oppoſed, proves their malign effi- 
cacy, Mr. G. therefore, who obſerved with plea- 
ſure, no doubt, the operation of thoſe cauſes on 
the public mind, endeavoured by an induſtrious 
exertion of oratorical powers in the ſenate, to in« 
creaſe their force, and ſecond: their effect. His 
eloquence, of a caſt more warm and animated than 
either parliament or the people had uſually felt, 
and exerted upon ſubjeQs reſpecting which the hu- 
man mind is ſuſceptible of the greateſt degree of 
enthnfiaſtic fervor, was gratified by complete ſuc- 
ceſs. Directed by a ſagacious underſtanding, which 
could catch the moment propitious to exertion, 
and proportion its zeal to its object, his parlia- 
mentary ſpeeches taught a ſubjugated nation to 
nt for independence; while the public voice, 
highly animated on this ſubject, and ſeconded by 
the loud aſſent of 80, ooo men in arms, (for to ſo 
many did the volunteer aſſociations amount!) 
kindled, even in the cold boſom of parliament itſelf, 
a defire to aſſert its dignity, and reſcue its authority 
trom the gripe of Britiſh uſurpation. 5 
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Of this ſentiment, ſo novel in an Triſh legiſlature, 
that had long forgotten the pride of independence 
of this. energy, which ariſing from extrinſic cir- 
cumſtances, rather than a native and internal prin- 
ciple of virtue, was therefore likely ſoon to vaniſh, 

, when thoſe circumſtances ſhould ceaſe to exiſt.— 
Mr. G. availed himſelf ; he caught, as he inſpired, 
the generous flame ; and by one of thoſe extraordi. 
nary diſplays of impaſſioned eloquence, to which 
even the eloquent cannot riſe, but when a momen- 
tous object ſeems to furniſh adequate powers, he 

ave riſe to the celebrated Declaration, that the 

ing, Lords, and Commons of Ireland only, 
could make laws to bind Ireland, in any caſe what- 
ſoe ver. 1 | | 

Mr. Grattan's popularity was now at its acme. 
The achievement, of a nation's independence by 
an individual, unaided by any force or any -in- 
fluence ' but that which genius and which truth 
afford, was conſidered as the reſult of talents and 
of virtue almoſt above the lot of humanity. The 
legiflature itfelf ſeemed for once to participate in 
the feelings of the people; for in the fervor of 
admiration, it was propoſed that C. ioo, ooo ſhould 
be voted him, as a mark of approbation. 

In its full extent, this propoſition was not adopt- 
ed, for on a ſubſequent ſitting, when the vote was 
before the Committee, they reduced it to g. 50, ooo; 
to that amount, however, the grant was confirmed, 
and Mr. G. actually received the money. 

The declaration of rights of the Iriſh legiſlature, 
however unwelcome it muſt have been to the mi- 
niſter and parliament of England, was received 
there with that kind of placid acquieſcence with 
which we afſent to what is inevitable. A nego- 
ciation was immediately inſtituted between the two 
nations, Which terminated in the repeal of the 
6th of Geo. I. the act by which the Britiſh Parlia- 
ment declared its right to bind Ireland by Britiſh 
ſtatutes. | 

| On 
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On the ſabje& of this repeal, a queſtion aroſe, 


which ſuſpended, for a conſiderable time, Mr. Gs. 
popularity. It was, contended by Mr. Flood, a 


gentleman, who, though he did not originate the 
meaſure of declaring the legiſlative independence 
of the country, yet co-operated to promote it, that 
as the 6th of Geo. I. was an act only declaratory 
of a right, aſſerted by the Britiſſi Parliament to 
have been veſted in it prior to the enaction of that 
ſtatute, — « fmple repeal” of the ſtatute did not 


involve a renunciation of the right; and he in- 


ſiſted, that notwithſtanding that repeal, Great Bri- 
tain might, and from her former conduct towards 
Ireland probably would, reſume the exerciſe of it. 


He therefore adviſed the legiſlature to demand of 


the Britiſh Parliament, a. full and explicit renun- 
ciation of all right in future to bind Ireland. This 
opinion was adopted by the people; and carrying 


with it all the force which reaſon or experience can 


give to a propolition in politics, met very powerful 
upport even in both houſes of parliament. Mr. 
Grattan, whoſe ſagacity this objection to a ſimple 
repeal had eluded, and who, from a principle of 
vanity, perhaps, which has its ſtrong hold even in 


minds of the firſt claſs, affected the excluſiye honour. 


of originating and conducting the emancipation of 
his country, applied all his power of reaſon, of ſo- 
phiſtry, and of elequence, to combat this doctrine 
of Mr. Flood. | . 

He contended; that the repeal of a declaratory 
law, accompanied by ſuch circumſtances as attended 
that of. this, muſt be conſidered, and would by the 
world be conſidered, as implying a renunciation of 
the right ; but that, even if it were not ſo, and 
that Great Britain ſhould be ſo unjuſt and impolitie 
as to reſume the right, when ſhe ſhould recover 
means to ſupport it by power, an explicit renun- 
ciation would be but a flender defence againſt in- 
- juſtice, ſupported by force; that in ſuch circum» 
ſtances, the true ſecurity of the people would con- 
ſiſt, not in an act of parliament, but in that patriotic 


energy 
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energy which would enable them to defend, as 
had already enabled them to affert, their indepen - 
denee ; and that to force Great Britain, in this her 
hour of diſtreſs, to confeſs herſelf an vſurper, by 
an expreſs renunciation of a right which ſhe had 
| exerciſed, would be as ungenerous to her, as it 
d would be uſeleſs to Ireland 28 0 
5 With the people theſe arguments had no weight, 
and in the ſenate they were borne down by the 
irreſiſtible force of truth and experience, ſeconded 
4 by the powerful and logical eloquence of Mr. 
3 Flood. In popular eſtimation, indeed, Mr: G's 
E character had been falling for fome time; it was 
certain he had received the money which parlia- 
ment had voted him; and it was inſimuated, that 
for the prompt payment of it, and other conſidera- 
tions, he had engaged with adminiſtration to coun- 
teract the independence which his former exertions 
had obtained. But in ſuch inſinuations there is the 
beſt reaſon to believe there was no truth. It is, 
however, certain, that in the conteſt with Mr. 
Flood, on the efficiency of a ſimple repeal, Mr. 
G. not only reaſoned weakly, but that in many 
inſtances, connected with that diſpute, he acted in- 
temperately. On one occafion particularly, he 
pronounced a Philippic againſt Mr. Flood, which 
was leſs diſtinguiſhed by genius and point, than by 
acerbity and virulence. - His antagoniſt replied, 
perhaps in a ſtile too much like that of his oppo- 
nent. Both parties immediately left the Houſe of 
Commons, but were prevented from terminating 
the conteſt in a duel, by being inſtantly put under 
arreſt, and bound in a large ſum to keep the peace. 
Mr. Flood, in the courſe of the next evening, pro- 
nounced one of his beſt ſpeeches, contatning a hiſ- 
tory and defence of his former pobtical life, which 
had been on the preceding night” violently ar- 
raigned by Mr. Grattan. Mr. G. endeavoured 
to reply, but was prevented by the clamours of the 
kouſe. 8 | ; 
Frul- 
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Fruſtrated in the hope of carry ing on excluſively 
to its completion, a revolution (for ſuch it may be 
called) which he had ſo ſucceſsfully and honoura- 
bly commenced, and finding the tide of popularity 
no running ſtrong againſt him, Mr. G. ſeems for 
ſome time to have completely ſecluded himſelf from 
politics. During this interval, he married a lady 
of the name of Fitzgerald, not, however, as the 
name would indicate, of the Leinſter family, but 
one who poſſeſſed qualities much more valuable 
- than thoſe of high birth or great connexions, for 
ſhe is a woman of the moſt angelic diſpoſition, and 
of whom Mr. G. remains, after a lapſe of ſo many 
years, what he had been in a very high degree be- 
fore his marriage, an enamoured lover. INES» 

Though Mr. G. during this period, did not 
take an active part in political affairs, he remained 
ſtill in parliament, and voted as his conſcience bade, 
| ſometimes with and ſometimes againſt the miniſter. 
It is towards the cloſe of the year 1785, when, 
under cover of a commercial arrangement, 'it was 
ſuppoſed a deſign had been formed by the Britiſh 
miniſtry to ſubvert the newly-acquired indepen- 
dence of the Iriſh Parliament, that we find Mr, G. 
again alert and vigilant at his poſt. Of the cele- 
brated propoſals which were then offered to the 
- Houſe of Commons in Ireland, by an agent of the 
crown, and which are ſtill remembered and exe- 
crated infthat country by the name of “ Orde's 
Propoſitions,” one was, that the Parliament of 
« Ireland, in conſideration of being admitted. to 
“ participate equally with Great Britain in all com- 
© mercial advantages, ſhould, from time to time, 
% adopt and ena all ſuch acts of the Britiſh- Par- 
“ liament, as ſhould relate to the regulation or 
«© management of her commerce, &c.” This, it 
was contended, would ſink the Parliament of. Ire- 
land into a mere regiſter to the Britiſh I eziſlature. 
Whether or not this would really be the cafe, or 
whether there was any thing unreaſonable in ſtipu- 
lating that the country, which was admitted to 
ſhare in the commerce a another, ſhould * 
. ? the 
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the ſame eommercial regulations as this latter; it 
is certain, that this opinion was entertained not 
only by the- public in general; but by ſome of the 
ableſt men in both houſes, and among them. by Mr. 
G. who gave to the whole ſyſtem the moſt unqua : 
lied and; ſtrenuous oppoſition. This. oppoſition 
proved ſucceſsful, the meaſure was relinquiſhed; 
and Mr, G. thenceforward continued to reſiſt, with 
/ the moſt zealous and perſevering firmueſs, what he 
called the principles of the Old Court ;” princi- 
ples which he looked on as tending to degrade Ire - 
land, by corruption and influence, to.the ſame deſ- 
picable and miſerable ſtate. in which. ſhe had been 
reduced previoully to the year 1783. 
From this period, we find Mr. G. an active leader 
of the country party in the Houſe of Commons; 
loved by the people, and dreaded by the cabinet. 
His popularity, which had ſo ſuddenly ſunk, on his 
acceptance of the parliamentary boon, and his 
ſappgrt of the ſimple repeal, had now riſen to its 
former level; and the nation found, that notwith+ 
ſtanding one unfortunate deviation, he, was ſtill an 
| upright and independent ſenator- Among the 
— yarighs meaſures which now occupied his attens - 
tion, was the eſtabliſhment of a provifion for the 
, clergy, independent of tythes. For many years the 
peaſantry of the ſouth of Ireland, who were exclu- 
; fively Catholics, had been diſcontented, not ſo much 
with the payment of tythes to Proteſtant paſtors, 
as with the rigid and oppreſſive manner in which 
they had been collected by proctors and tythe- 
\ farmers. That portion of the country had been 
kept by this cauſe for almoſt half a century in diſ- 
turbance; and in ſome inſtances it had affected the 
province of Ulſter. Mr. G. propoſed a meaſure 
which would have removed every diſcontent, and 
at the ſame time time have ſecured a proviſion for 
the clergy equal to that which they then poſſeſſed, 
| eaſy and certain to them, and to the peaſantry nei- 
ther oppreſſive nor unpleaſant. This plan was how- 
ever . oppoſed by the collective influence of the 
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eſtabliſhed church, and of courſe rejected by the 
legiſlature. Another meaſure which he propoſed 
to parliament about the ſame time, viz.—a bill to 
promote the improvement of barren land, by ex- 
empting reclaimed ground from the payment of 
tythe, tor ſeven years—was but little calculated to 
reſtore the favour of the prieſthood; they accord- 
ingly reſiſted and defeated the project, and conti- 
nued thenceforward to hate, if not to calumniate, 
its author, s 
The Whig-club had for ſome time become a po- 
litical body of conſiderable confideration. Mr. 
G. was one of the firſt, if not the very firſt mem- 
ber of it, in point of talent and popularity: At 
his inſtance it was, that the members of the dub, 
who had been ſince its inſtitution the advocates of 
a liberal ſyſtem, which they conſidered neceſſary 
to the ſecurity of the conſtitution and independence 
of the country, came now to a reſolution, by which 
they publicly pledged themſelves never to accept 
offices, under any adminiſtration, which ſhould not 
concede certain meaſures to the people :—theſe con- 
ſiſted principally of a penſion- bill, a bill to make 
the great officers of the crown reſponſible for their 
advice and meaſures, another to prevent revenue 
officers from voting at elections, a place-bill, &c. 
This explicit declaration of a ſincere and fixed pur- 
poſe reſpecting thoſe eſſential ſubjects, gave the 
ſociety much weight with the public, and enabled 
them, after a long oppoſition on the part of admi- 
niſtration, to effect their purpoſe ; a penſion-bill, 
a plea-bill, a reſponſibility-bill, were at laſt yielded 
by the court, as conceſſions of the firſt importance, 
though they had for ſo many years reſiſted them as 
unneceſſary and unwiſe. 
The celebrity which Mr. G. had attained by his 
oppoſition to Mr. Orde's ſyſtem, and his ſubſequent 
exertions in the popular cauſe, procured for him, in 
the year 1790, an honourable and eaſy election, as 
repreſentative for the metropolis - 
K 2 During 
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During the exiſtence of the parliament Which 
then commenced, there occurred, however, a queſ- 
tion, on which Mr. G. and a very conſiderable - 
proportion of his conſtituents materially differed ; 
this was, the claim of the Catholics to the elective 
franchiſe. From his firſt entrance into parha-_ 
ment, with a mind as liberal as it was enlightened, 
he had always been the decided friend of every 
meaſure which tended to aboliſh thoſe political diſ- 
t inctions, which were founded only on a difference 
of religious tenets ; for he conceived that ſuch diſ- 
tinctions had retarded the progreſs of the country 
towards civilization and induſtry. F 
The corporation of the city of Dublin, on the 
contrary, prone, by ſituation and habit, to reli- 
gious bigotry, looked on the Catholics at once 
with ſuſpicion and contempt. Enjoying a mono- 
oly of municipal honour and emoluments, by the 
excluſion-of all who profeſſed a different faith from 
the franchiſes of the capital, they conſidered every 
attempt to reſtore them to thoſe franchiſes as an 
attack on their property, or a violation of their 
rights. Beſides theſe cauſes, the adminiſtration 
had, by. ſome recent inſtitutions, obtained a para- 
mount influence in the corporation ; and to perpe- 
tuate religious diſtinctions, which had hitherto kept 
Ireland weak, was ſtill the court policy. This in- 
fluence, therefore, operating in conjunction with 
other cauſes, rendered the municipal officers of 
Dublin incapable of participating in that en- 
creaſed liberality of ſentiment which had now 
every where begun to diflipate prejudice and diſ- 
pel bigotry. On the queſtion of admitting the 
Catholics to the privileges of the conſtitution, the 
corporation and Mr. G. accordingly-differed ; and 
had not circumſtances occurred, which prevented 
him+ from becoming again a candidate for the 
capital, there can be no doubt that he would not 
have been a ſecond time elected its repreſentative. 
The war with France had now taken place; Mr. 


Grattan approved of it, or rather he conſidered 
: | Ireland 
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Ireland as bound with all its might to aſſiſt Great 
Britain when once engaged in the conteſt, This 
at leaſt was the opinion he entertained during the 

* ſhort adminiſtration of Lord Fitzwilliam; and in 
this opinion he remained until he found that the 
continuation ' of hoſtilities threatened. the empire 3 

Vith ruin, either from the incapacity of thoſe by 
whom it was conducted, or the murmurs which it 
occaſioned. In Ireland, indeed, diſcontent had 
been ſpreading with incalculable velocity, and deep- 
ening as it ſpread. The pertinacity and inſolence 
with which adminiſtration had rejected the petitions 
of the catholics, and the rapidity and inconſiſtency - 
with which they granted the prayer of thoſe petiti- þ 
ons, at the firſt ſuggeſtion of the Britiſh cabinet; | 
the obſtinacy with which they refuſed ever to hear 

of reform, the advocates of which were blackened 
with abuſe, and calumniated as traitors ;. the enor- 
mous encreaſe of court-influence, by the ſhameleſs 
and wanton encreaſe of ſinecure offices, the lavith 
-profuſion of titles, and above all, the trick which it 
was ſuppoſed the Britiſh cabinet had played off on 
Ireland, by ſending Lord Fitzwilliam with conceſ- 
ſions which were revoked when the ſupply was vot- 
ed; all theſe cauſes had already generated a degree 
of diſcontent in the country, of which no inſtance _ 
had been known in ſormer times. The celebrated 
Society of United Iriſhmen, who aſſociated (what- 
ever their real principles might have been) under 

the pretext of reform, derived from theſe diſcon- 
tents new vigour: they had diſſeminated their prin- 
ciples through the iſland, and they were already 
embraced, by a great portion of the population of 
the country. 

Mr. G. perceiving the danger in which the ſtate 
was involved by this ſyſtem of miniſters, conſtantly 
reſiſted it with all his power. He was feconded by 
a ſmall, but active and able oppoſition, which left 
no exertion untried to reconcile the court and the 
country, by adviſing -meaſures which would have 
ranged every moderate and good man on the * 
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of parliament and the throne, and thus have weak. 
ened the republican and French factions which had 
now become ſo powerful. Theſe efforts were, un- 
fortunately, not ſucceſsful. Inſtead of conciliating, 
adminiſtration continued to exaſperate; and ſcorn- 
ing to reſort to lenitives, applied the moſt powerful 
cauſtics: for every meaſure of moderation, or con- 
ceſſion, wnich was propoſed by Mr. G. and his 
party, one of ſeverity and coercion was ſubſtituted, 
until the cabinet ultimately arrived at military law, 
and free quarters] At. that critical moment, Mr. 
'G. who could no longer hope, by his preſence in 
the ſenate, to ſerve his country, ſeceded ; and at 
the cloſe of the parliament publifhed a very eloquent 
and ſpirited addreſs to his former conſtituents, ac- 
counting for his paſt conduct, and formally declin- 
ing to accept of a ſeat in the legiſlature, wet, 
Such are the leading facts which have marked the 
life of one who, whatever may be thought of him 
by his opponents, while the fever of politics conti- 
nues to agitate the human mind, will have his me- 
Tits and defects examined fairly by poſterity, and, in 
all probability, be acknowledged by them as a great 
man. | | 
Of his private life there is but little generally 
known, becauſe little has occurred in it to intereſt 
attention, It has paſſed on in a ſmooth manner, 
marked equally by the practice of every conjugal 
and domeftic virtue. If there be any of his good 
qualities which verge on the confines of vice, it is 
is economy, of which it has been aſſerted that it 
approaches towards penuriouſneſs, if it does not 
reach that point. It has been often ſaid, that 
though he received in early life, from the liberality 
of his country, a very handſome addition to his pa- 
trimony, he never diſplayed, either in private or 
public, a munificent diſpoſition. But it ſhould be 
remembered, that the fortune which Mr. G. ob- 
tained then, conſtituted nearly the whole of his ac- 
quiſitions: he practiſed in no profeſſion, he accept- 
ed no place, and he foon ſaw a young family riſin 
| ; aroun 
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ground him, for which the whole was nbt a very 
ample proviſion ; for he has four children; tlie 


bideſt a boy of fifteen years of 
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In private life, Mr. G. — that are 

in a high degree pleaſing. Wit he ſeems not to 
poſſeſs, and he has a caſt of mind too lofty for hu- 
mbur ; but if he does not « ſet the table in a roar, 
or dazzle with the radiance of fancy, he diffuſes 
over the convivial hour the mild charms of good- 
humour, and ſoftens ſociety with unaſſuming gen— 


tleneſs. 8 *E5 4 
In ͤconverſation he appears to t 


for, with a mind well ſtored uſeful learning, 


5 


and-converſant on every topic which occurs, he has 
x ſelicity of expreſſion which communicates his 
meaning in the moſt conciſe and imprefiive manner; 


he is not argumentative, but when an ar 


t. ĩs 


inſtituted, his opinions are urged with great modeſ- 
ty; but with great ſtrength, and when victor in the 
conteſt, he genetouſiy relinquiſhes the field to the 


vanquiſhed: 


Gs. political opinions, the complexion 


may be known from the meaſures which be has ſup- 


ported, and the tenor of his parliamentary 


con- > 


duct. As they have ſtruck the mind. of the writer, 
they appear to be ſtrongly monarchical, and ariftorra- 
tical only ſo far as our conſtitution requires them to 
be; at the fame: time leaniug towards a perpetuity 
of union between the two countries, and yet de- 
cidedly averſe to the exiſtence of any Britiſh in- 
fluence in Ireland diſtindt from that which the 
union of the two-crowns on the head of a Britiſh 
prince renders indiſpenſable. That he ſhould there- 
fore, be connected with a ſociety of men whoſe aim 
was ſeparation from England, and the eſtabliſhment 
of an Iriſh Republic, ſeems, in the higheſt degree, 


improbable- The luſtre of his name, however, has 


punged from a city which he has rendered flo 
f 4 


* 


ſuffered a temporary eclipſe; and ſo ſhort-lived is 
municipal gratitude, that it has actually been ex- 


uriſh- 
ing. 
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ing. At the very ſame time it was rack from 
the liſt of privy-counſellorçrs. 

As a public ſpeaker, Mr. G. ranks in the higheſt 
claſs. In his ſpeeches tbere is a grandeur Which 
marks a mind of à ſuperior order, and enforces at 
once, reverence. and admiration. On every fubje& 
which he treats; he throws a radiance that enlight- 
ens without dazzling; and while it aſſiſts the judg · 
ment, delights the imagination. His ſtyle is always 
peculiar, for it vanes its character with the occaſi- 
on. At one time cloſe and energetic, it concen- 
trates the force of his argument, and compels con- 
viction; at another, diffuſe, [lofty and magnificent, 
it applies itſelf to every faculty of the mind, charms 
our fancy, influences our will, and convinces our 
underſtanding. At all times his manner is animat- 
ed with a pleaſing warmth, which renders it mpoſ- 
ſible to hear him without intereſt; but, on ſome 
occaſions, he exerts a, power which is irreſiſtible. 
Proſtitution, under its influence, fo 1 — a mo- 
ment the voice of the miniſter, and plate, penſion, 
and Peerage, have but a n hold. even of che 
moſt degenerate. 

Too the excellence of his Ayle he — not add 

* graces of action; it is forcible indeed, and 
ſometimes expreſſive, but it is ſeldom elegant, and 
never pleaſing. To invective, to which Mr. G. 
has ſometunes deigned to have recourſe, bis man- 
ner is better adapted than to the ſedateneſs of cool 
diſquiſition; and yet invective is not that in which 
he principally excels: he is more fitted by nature, 
and happily the ſituation he has filled has more 
frequently called him, to defend the right of na- 
tions, and to pourtray the hopes, the fears, the 
expectations of a magnanimous people, than to de- 
end to an unworthy conteſt with individuals ; cho 


211 « Cork, Sept. 29, 1798.—By.order of the Mayor, Sheriffs, and 
Common- Council of the city of Cork, the public are deſired to 
take notice, that the ſtreet hitherto named Grattan-ftreet, i is, in 
future, to be called Duncan ftreet.” 
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when that conteſt has been niſtituted, the weapons 


of Mr. G. have been found ſharp, if not poliſhed, 


and capable of inflicting wounds which refuſe to 
be healed. 8 
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SIR- WILLIAM SIDNEY SMITH. 
THE great Admiral Howard, who lived in the 


- . reign of King Henry the eighth, was wont to ſay, 


that © a certain portion of madneſs was neceſſary 


to enter into the compoſition of an Engliſh ſeaman,” - 


We know. not whether this aſſertion ought to be 
admitted in its full extent; yet the fact is, that 
ſome of our moſt celebrated naval characters have 
obtained renown for deeds which appear to cold- 
blooded meg to favour of deſperation, as well as 
of valour. | | 
It is not our intention to detra& from any man's 
merits, who has been, or is now, engaged in the 
ſervice of his country, either by ſea or land ; but 
we are forced to ſay, that our admiration is not ſo 
much excited by thoſe dazzling exploits which 
pleaſe the populace, as by the more ſteady and 
extenſive operations of ſuch magnanimous, but 
prudent commanders, who are rather bent. upon 
general good, than romantic adventures. Each, 
however, has his portion of merit: and he who 
hazards his perſon with alacrity, in behalf of the 


country for which he fights, muſt always claim 


our reſpect. 
Sir William Sidney Smith was born in the me- 


tropolis, A. D. 1764. His“ father was a captain 


Captain Smith was aid-de-camp to Lord George Germaine, 
at the battle of, Minden, and was examined as an'evidence on 


his trial, His teſtimony on that occaſion is ſaid to have ſaved 


the life of his protector. 
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in the army, and his mother the daughter of Mr. 
Wilkinfon, a merchant of- emmence m the 
* city. This match was ſo hoſtile to Mr. Wilkinſon's 
ſentiments, that he not only diſcarded Mrs. Smith 
in his life-time, but at his death left his whole for- 
tune, which was very conſiderable, to his other 
daughter, the preſent Lady Camelford. 

he ſubje& of the preſent notice was educated 
under Dr. Knox, at Tunbridge ſchool ; and at an, 
early age was put on board a man-of-war, which 
profeſſion he had adopted for himſelf. He roſe 
rapidly, and at the age of ſixteen was fifth lieute- 
nant of the Alcide of ſeventy-four guns. He was 
made poſt-captain in 1783, at which time the reſto- 
ration of peace prevented him from exercifing his 
active fpirit in the ſervice of his country. 

When the war broke out between Ruſſia and 
Sweden in the year 1788, Captain Smith obtained 
permiſſion from the Engliſh government to enter 
into the navy of the latter power, by which he 
was honoured with a diſtinguiſhed command, 
During this conteſt, he gave ſuch ſatisfa&ion to 
the court of Sweden by his important ſervices, that 
the honour of knighthood was conferred upon him; 
which, however has not been confirmed by his own 
ſovereign. / 

On the termination of that war, he returned to 
his native country, and ſoon after ſet out on his 
travels through various parts of Europe. 15 
When hoſtilities broke out between England and 
France, he was in Italy; and on Lord Hood's 


- Having encountered ſome obloquy, in conſequence of his 
zeal, the Duke of Dorſet, who was greatly attached to his 
younger ſon, Lord George, very properly took captain S. into 
favour ; and, among other gifts, preſented him with a grant of 
land at the foot of Dover-caſtle,. on which he has built a 
Whimſical-houſe. Some adjoining apartments are excavated 
from the rock, and the kitchen, &c. are roofed with boats. 
There is a tower, called “ Sir Sydney's look-out ;” and the 
writer of this has been informed, that his father, who is a 
ſtaunch methodiſt, has lately exected @ chapel there. 


getting 


? . 


> 


* 


0 


| SIR WILLIAM SYDNEY SMITH 203 
getting poſſeſſion of Toulon, Captain Smith went 


Thither and volunteered on board the Britiſh fleet. 


In the fabſequent evacuation of that place, he was 
entruſted with the dangerous, but important ſervice, 
of ſetting fire to the ſhips,:dock-yards, and arſenal, 
which he performed with: ſuch aſtoniſhing ſkill, 
boldneſs, and ſucceſs, as to call forth the warmeſt 
encomiums from Lord Hood in his account of that 
tranſaction to the admiraltitx. 8 
On his return to England, he had the command 

of the Diamond ſrigate beſtowed on him, with 
which he greatly annoyed the enemy on their own 
coaſt; and made ſeveral important and valuabl 

captures. , He had afterwards ſome other frigatet 
put under his direction, as commodore; with which 


ſquadron he performed ſome eſſential ſervices, par- 
ticularly in attacking a French convoy at Herqui, 


where he landed and demoliſhed the fortifications; 
At one time Sir Sydney went with his fingle frigate 
into Breſt harbour, and having reconnoitred the 

ate of the enemy's fps, came out to ſea without 
on. He was enabled to do this, by the very 


— manner with which he ſpeaks the French 


language. e t | „ {08 

At length, however; his enterprizing ſpirit, 
unfortunately, brought him into à very difagree- 
able fituation. Being off Havre-de-Grace, April 


18, 1796, he captured an armed veſſel in the outer 


harbour; but the tide making ſtrong up the Seine, 
ſhe was driven by the force of the current near the 
forts. When night came on, Sir Sydney, who was 
determined not to loſe his prize, manned and armed 
his ſmall. craft, and went with them to bring her 
off. He ſucceeded in boarding her, and was taking 
her down the river, when an alarm was — 
ſeveral gun-· boats proceeded to cut the veſſel off, 
After an obſtinate reſiſtance, Sir Sydney was at 
length taken, together with ſixteen of his crew, 
and three of his officers. | 

The French were happy at having gained poſſeſ- 
Gon'ef one who had been ſo great an eye-ſore to 


them, 
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them, and conveyed him to the capital, where he 
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was kept in cloſe confinement, without ever being 
ſuffered to be at large upon his parole. The Eng- 
2 government, deſirous of his releaſe, ſent over 

ain Bergeret, commander of La Virginie, in 
— following, to be exchanged for him; but the 


directory refuſin 1 to accede to terms, the French 


captain returned, ſaying, he preferred death to 
diſhonour.” It was actually one time in contem- 
plation to try Sir Sydney as a ſpy and incendiary, 


to which the directory were led in err of 


his conduct at Toulon! 

After a long and moſt rigid confinement; he at 
length effected his eſcape, April 24, 1798, from 
Paris, and arrived in London May 6th following. 


The manner in which this occurred, was repre- 


ſented in the papers as moſt extraordinary, and 
little ſhort of miraculous. It was ſtated, that as 
the officers were conveyin ham from one priſon to 
another, a crowd in the {treet occalioned the car- 
riage to ſtop, on which ſome one opened the door, 
and drew Sir Sydney out, who paſſed unmoleſted 
through the people, and got into the ſuburbs x 
whence, by a circuitous courſe, with an emigrant 
gentleman, he arrived on the ſea-coaſt, where they 
took to an open boat; and after being at ſea for 
ſome conſiderable time, were taken up by a Britiſh 
frigate, which landed him and his companions in 
Old England. It is not unlikely that the Freneh 

overnment took this curious method of releaſing 
2 for it is hardly within the line of probability 
that ſuch a man ſhould have eſcaped from his 
keepers i in one of the public ſtreets of Paris, and 
that too in open day, without the connivance of 
perſons of power. 

His being taken at firſt was the effect of his own 
imprudeuce, for certainly there were officers in his 
ſhip competent enough to the ſervice of boarding 
and bringing away a paltry privateer, without 
the uren of the r 5 * going 3 in 2 Sir 


Sydney 
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Sydney has fince been appointed to the command 
of Le Tigre, a ſhip of 80 guns, taken from the 
FFreneh;; and in which he has juſt failed to the 


| Mediterranean. 
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THE REV. THOMAS HAWEIS, LL. D. 
AND M. D. 


THIS gentleman is entitled to a place in our 
collection, as well on account of his reſpectability 
as 4 man of letters, as his being now at the head 
of that numerous and highly. diſtmguiſhed claſs 
of Chriſtians, commonly called the Calviniſtical 
Methodiſts. | 

Dr. Haweis is a native of Truro in Cornwall, ad 

was educated at the free grammar-ſchool in that 
tewn, where he had for his contemporary the cele- 
brated Samuel Foote, commonly called the Engliſh 
Ariſtophanes. After receiving a good claflical edu- 
cation, he was put apprentice to an eminent ſurgeon 
and apothecary in his native place, and ſerved his 
time with great credit, on account of his fidelity 
and application. 
Mr. Samuel Walker was at chat time curate of 
Truro, and young Mr. Haweis was ſo affected with 
the preaching and character of that exemplary 
man, that his whole mind became impreſſed with 
the love of teligion, and the deſire of being a mi- 
niſter of the goſpel. His friends were not willing 
to croſs his inclinations, and he was therefore per- 
mitted to go-to the Univerſity of Oxford, where he 
was entered of Magdalen: Hall, and in due courſe 
we his degree of LL.B. 

- Soon after his being admitted to holy orders, he 
bevime diſtinguiſhed as a popular preacher, par- 
aner at Oxford, where _ delivered a ſet of 
diſcourſes 
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diſcourſes, which, in 1760 he publiſhed, under the 
title of © Evangelical Sermons.“ Not long after 
he became aſſiſtant to Mr. Madan, at the chapel 


- 


- of the Lock-hoſpital, and- about the ſame time 
was appointed chaplain to the Counteſs of Hun- 


tingdon. | 
While he officiated at the Lock chapel, a cir- 
cumſtance occurred which made a conſiderable 
noiſe at the time, and brought upon our divine, as 
well as his friends, much unmerited odium. A 
gentleman, who uſually attended that place of wor- 
ip, informed My. Madan, that he had a living 
in -his gift, which he wiſhed to beſtow upon ſome 
miniſter of evangelical ſentiments. Mr. Madan 
recommended Mr. Haweis, who was ſurprized at 
this generoſity in a ſtranger. Some time after his 
being inducted to the living of Aldwinkle, in North- 
amptonſhire, and which he now holds, the patron 


thought proper to make a demand upon him for the 


preſentation. The matter got.into print, the public 
were much prejudiced againſt the body of Chriſtians to 


whom Mr. H. belonged, exclaimed vehemently againſt 


him for his conduct, as well as that of his colleague, 
Mr. Madan, Time, however, has deſtroyed this 
prejudice, and we believe there is no perſon ſo un- 
candid, at preſent, as to admit a thought to his 
diſadvantage, in conſequence of this buſineſs. 


— About that period, he publiſhed a very uſeful 


and judicious commentary upon the fcriptures, en- 
titled, & The Evangelical Expoſitor,” in 3 vols. 
folic. . ' | 

Mr. H. continued to have the chief management 
of Lady Huntingdon's extenſive concerns until her 
death, when he found himſelf, by her will, one of 
the principal truſtees of her various chapels in 
town and country. In 1795 the miſſionary ſociety 
commenced, formed upon a plan and ſcale cer- 
tainly more adequate to the object, more promiſing 
in its appearance, and, as far as it has yet gone, 
more proſperous 1n its operation, than any other 
that can be mentioned- This inſtitutzon equally 
| 1 | ; ' admits 


* 
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admits churchmen and diſſenters. It is 3 
indeed, only by what are called the evangeli 
ſentiments : it pays no regard to differences of opi- 
nion on the inferior queſtions of church govern- 
ment, or the manner of public worſhip ; but it 
admits no miſſionaries except ſuch as are firmly 
grounded in the eſſential doctrines of chriſtianity, 
particularly the divinity of Chriſt, and the atone- 
ment by his death. - 

At the firſt public meeting of this ſociety, held 
at Spa- fields chapel, Mr. H. preached a very affect- 
ing and maſterly ſermon on the occaſion ; and at a 
ſubſequent one, he read, a memorial, in which he 
examined the ſubje& with the greateſt preciſion and 
accuracy, and recommended. ſtrongly that the firſt 
miſſion ſhould be to the Friendly Iſlands, in the 
South-Sea, which meaſure was adopted. This ſer- 
mon and memorial were printed in the collection of 
the ſociety's papers. ; 

In the ſame year he obtained, from one of the 
Scotch univerſities, the degree of doctor of phyſic ; 
and leſt his motives for ſo doing ſhould be miſ- 
underſtood, it may be proper to ſay, that he is one 
of the principal perſons concerned in the Samari- 
tan ſociety, the object of which is to viſit poor ſick 
people at their own habitations. Now, as he was 
originally brought up to the practice of medicine, 

ere was a propriety in his taking a doctor's de- 
gree in that faculty, to render him competent to 
give his advice, and to attend conſultations, in the 
way of benevolence. | 

In 1797, the doctor publiſhed the life of the 
eminent and popular divine, Mr. Romaine. This 
performance does great credit to his talents as a 
biographer. 

he miſſionary concerns ſeem to engroſs his 
principal attention ; and, without doubt, that large 
and highly honourable ſociety could not have a 
more able, indefatigable, or faithful perſon at its 
head than Dr. H. The accounts received from 
the miſſionaries at the Sandwich-iſlands are very 
| flattering 
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flattering to thoſe who have formed ſtrong expecta- 
tions reſpecting this new attempt to propagate 
chriſtianity in heathen lands. We underſtand that 
the ſociety is ſo opulent, in reſpe to finances, that 
it is about to 1 its ſphere of operation; and 
be made by it, to carry civi- 
lization and religion into other dark and unculti- 
Dr. H. is ſtill an eloquent and powerful preacher. 
His ſtyle is perſpicuous and elegant. He never 
deſcends to that coarſe method of illuſtration made 
uſe of by ſome popular preachers, nor does he en- 
tertain his auditory with quaint witticiſms and ridi- 
culous anecdotes. He has a clear method of rea- 
foning, and ſeldom launches into the wilderneſs of 
declamation. As a writer, he ' poſſeſſes great me- 
rit, on account of an elegant ſtyle, which is at once 
Sw and fervid; 7, 1 
We cannot cloſe this article, however, without 
expreſſing our aſtoniſhment- and concern, that a 
man of Dr. Haweis's judgment ſhould be ſo far im- 
poſed upon, as to countenance raw youths, who, 


without education, or any other qualification than 


mere boldnefs, and a certain forward conceit . of 
their abilities, aſcend the- pulpit, and deliver a 
ſtrange kind of jargon to their hearers. Is it be- 


cauſe the doctor wiſhes to be conſidered as the 


biſhop of his ſe, that he commiſſions, as it were, 
theſe unfledged theologians to go out and preach 
the goſpel of Chriſt? As a divine, and a reſpect- 
able one too, of the church of England, we wiſh 
he would well conſider the evil which muſt accrue, 
not merely to the eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment, but 
to the intereſts of the chriſtian church at large, by 
the preſumption of boys and illiterate mechanics, 
in thus encroaching upon the miniſterial office. It 


is this which encreaſes the number of infidels, and 


gives them cauſe to ridicule religion. The miſ- 
takes of an ignorant zealot are more pernicious to 


the 
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| * intereſts of chriſtianity, than the moſt . 
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THE RIGHT HON. HENRY DUNDAS, + 
| SECRETARY or STATE FOR TAE WAR eee oy 


„Hauar 8 is deſcended from a younger 
beak of a + family, long eminent among the 

petty Barons of Lothian. During the greater part 
of the laſt century his immediate anceſtors: were , 
diſtinguithed as the moſt able advocates at the Scot- A 
tiſly bar, and roſe to the higheſt offices and un | 
emoluments which the law can beſtow. 
His father; even at an early period of his career; 
was pronounced by Preſident; Dalrymple, to have 
putſhone all the competitors of his own day, in = 
the liſts of juridical” conteſt. + His - eldeſt brother; 1 
the late Lord Preſident Dundas, after ſhining as the 9 
firſt lawyer at the bar, was exalted to the bench, 
amidſt the ſhouts of general approbation; and it is 
Rill remembered, with what auguſt' dignity, what 
a force and elearneſs of argument, he admmiſtered 
juſtice for a long ſeries of years, at the head of the 
* civil court of Scotland. - 

Henry, being a-younger ſon, by a ſecond. mar- 
riage, was deſtined to ſeek his fortune in ſome pro- 
feſſional purſuit, and he very naturally choſe that 
in which his family had been ſo ſucceſsful. At an 
early period of life, he was called to the Scottiſh 
12 t quickly attained ſome diſtinction among 


be extreme youth of * of the miſſionaries has given 
riſe to a ridiculous ſtory, about each of them having been 
preſented with three beautiful young women, as concubines, 
on their arrival at the place of their deſtination, &c. 0 
t The Dundaſſes of Arniſton. f th 
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the junior advocates. In compliance with * cuf: 
tom of the young Scottiſh ez he attempted 
to diltmguiſh bimkelf, by adopting the popular elo- 
quence of the neral. aſſembly of the church of 
Scotland, of which he became a member. With 
very flattering ſucceſs, he  declaimed on the ſubject 
of patronage; diſputed about, forms and prece- 
dents ; and ſtrove ſometimes to allay, ſometimes to 
excite, thoſe ſtorms to Which even that venerable 
body is now and then ſubject. 
A ſortunate marriage with the heireſs of Mel- 
ville, ſoon made him a confiderable landholder, and 
his ſucceſs at the bar augmented daily. If his 
pleadings were deficient in grace, elegance and 
correctneſs, and his ſpeeches unadorned by thoſe 
happy alluſions which polite literature can alone 
furniſh; they were, at leaſt, rich in that moſt valu- 
able ingredient common ſenſe, enlivened with wit, 
pregnant with ſound juridical diſerimination, and 
accompanied with apparent ſincerity. and wach 
honeſt frankneſs of manner. 
In the intercourſe of private life, he was amiable, 
conjrinidl, no foe td diſſipation, but of a ſpirit inca 
pable-of deſeending to any of the mean and unge · 
nerons vices. In good company he would drink 
deep; and in affairs of gallantry, he is reported to 
have occaſionally indulged, even to exceſs. The 
domeſtic mis fortune that enſued; is known to all 
the world, and it might appear indelicate here to 
dwell upon the ſubject. | 

One of the firſt admirers of Mr. Dundas' 5 talents 
in early life, was the late Lord Kaimes, who dedi- 
cated to him his excellent work, entitled“ Princi- 
ples of Equity ;** and an that occaſion anticipated 
his future ſucceſs. 

Neither the gaities of difipation, nor the chag- 
rin attendant on a family misfortune, could divert 
Mr. Dundas from vigorouſly purſuing that career 
of profeſſional. ſucceſs which had opened before 
him. He rapidly attained the rank of one of the 
firſt lawyers at the — bar; and his own me- 
rits, 
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rits, added to the. influence of his family, ſoon re- 
commended him to the notice of the crow: in 
fine, he became, in a ſhort time, Lord Advocate 
for Scotland; and neither his talents nor his juridi- 
cal ſkill were deemed unworthy of the office. 

It had been uſual with his predeceſſors, to pro- 
cure a ſeaf in the Britiſh Houſe of Commons; and 
Mr. Dundas alſo contrived to get a niche at the 
back of the Treaſury-bench. His pronunciation - 
and phraſeology were ſo replete with the peculiari- 
ties of the northern dialet, which has not yet ceaſ- 
ed to prevail at the Scuttiſh bac, as to excite a de- 
gree of ridicule againſt his ſpeeches in the ſenate, 
which would have proved unfavourable to the ſuc- 
ceſs of almoſt any other perſon. But Mr. D | 
was not to be daunted by common obſtacles. He 
had enough of the lawyer about him to qualify him 
for legiſlative buſineſs, without his mind being nar- 
rowed by pedantry or his eloquence too finically 
eaſt after that model which is peculiarly fitted to 
the bar, but becomes tedious, and even ridiculous, 
amidſt national deliberations. He was quickly able 
to make himſelf maſter of all the forms of public 
buſineſs, a ſpecies of knowledge ſo dry, fo difficult, 
ſo infinitely uſeful in parliament, fo utterly uſeleſs 
every where elſe. In a ſhort time, he took an ac- 
tive part in every debate, and poſſeſſed great ad- 
vantage, by utterly deſpiſing that primneſs, pre- 
ciſenets, and rigour of morality, which teaches man 
to embrace the right, in oppoſition to the expedient. 
Nor did he ever affect to aſpire to that purit; of 
patriotiſm, which refuſes to connect ſelf-intereſt 
with duty. He thus ſpeedily obtained an almoſt 
unrivalled. pre-eminence; the artifices, the nego- 
clations, the maſterly 3 of political 
intrigue, were ſome of the qualifications nich 
ſoon appeared to compoſe the public character of 
Henry. Dundas: and it muſt be owned, they would 
not be ill-fitted, in a degenerate age, to conduct 
him to eminence. 5 _ 
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A beer bbs. 
The extent of dominion, the immenſe wealth, 
and the great political eftabliſhments of the Eaſt- 
India Company in Aſia, had about this time be- 


©. "gun to appear too great for a ſimple commercial 


corporation. The amazing fortunes acquired by 
their ſervants, had alſo provoked the moſt jealous 
enquiries into the arts by which ſuch opulence 
could be fo rapidly accumulated, and oriental in- 
_ Avence was but too. plainly diſcovered in the very 
doſom of the legiſlature. Mr. D. ſoon perceived, 
that a member of the Houſe of Commons might 
gain much by turning his attention to the affairs of 
Fadia which came before that houſe. -- In the caſe 
'of Rumbold and ſome others, he ſhowed himſelf 
to be unequalled in tracing-the detail of Aſiatic de- 
linquency. In the public revolutions that ſpeedily 
enſued, he was eagerly courted by al! parties; and 
Was generally allowed to be deſerving of any of the 
ent places in the government. His enemies 
have ſaid, that, being then a needy political adven- 
turer, he found it neceſſary to chooſe his fide, from 
à regard to perſonal intereſt : and that the laxity 
of his principles rendered him ſufficiently ready to 
change his party, on, the approach of ill fortune. 
Now the man of North; now the man of Foz; he 
found himſelf at laſt the faſt friend, the miniſterial 
coadjutor, and, as they ſay, the convivial tutor of 
Mr. Prtr. : 
Mr. Dundas's alliance with the laſt of theſe, 
fixed him in the rich office of Treaſurer to the 
Navy ; and during the infancy of Mr. P.'s admini- 
tration, his counſels and parliamentary ſervices 
tended not a little to enſure its ſtability. In ſhort, _ 
all the meaſures of the Britiſh government ſince 
the year 1782, have, in a geat degree, been di- 
rected, or at leaſt influenced, by him. W 
Since he attained an official employment in the 
adminiſtration, Mr. Dundas has enjoyed one pecu- 
tar advantage, which is rather of a ſingular ſort 
that of never having attained the reputation of 
political integrity. Mr. Pitt, and other men . 
; ave 


Fi- ũʒ . 7 
have uſed the, ladder of patriotiſm in ſcaling the. 
| heights of, miniſterial power, PEE obliged. to 
abandon thoſe: popular principles which helped 
- them to.aſcend,. ve, by their apoſtacy, provoked” 
the abhorrence of the people, by whom they were 
once adored. But. this great northern commoner, 
having never obtained much credit with the world 
in this reſpect, has rather riſen than fallen in the 
eſtimation of his country, during the courſe-of- his 
adminiſtration. r ln | 
Of all che meaſures that have lately occurred, 
there is, perhaps, no one which will be more un- 
favourably viewed by the candid and benevolent 
in futute times, than the commencement of the 
preſent hoſtilities with France. But, whatever 
may be ſaid of the merits or demerits of thoſe mi- 
niſterial arts which engaged Britain in the conteſt, - 
it mult be confeſſed, that in many of the meaſures 


which the war-miniſter is ſuppoſed to have ſug- 


geſted, ſuch as that for the internal defence of 
the country, there appears much of that vigilance, 
energy, and vigour, which we have been forced to 
admire in the revolutionary: rulers of the conti- 
nent. 

Mr. Dundas has alſo had the good fortune to 
obtain the confidence of the Dukes of Buceleugh, 
Gordon, and Lord Hopeton, and ſo many of the 


other my peers and landholders of the North, 
d — 


that it would not be eaſy to find another mini- 
ſterial director of Scottiſh affairs, whoſe agency 
would be equally acceptable to the great people of_ 
that country. N 
His perſonal friends, who are numerous, and 
doubtleſs the beſt judges of his real character, are 
greatly attached to him. They conſider him as 
the only practical man in the cabinet, and think 
that either his retreat, or his death, would be at- 
tended with the moſt melancholy events on that 
part of the nation. ” | 
On the other hand, his enemies, who are im- 
plaeable, as conſidering him the author of all our 
- preſent 


8 mr DUNDAY. . h 
| preſent calamities, and the accomplice of our for. 
mer ones during the American war, entertam very 
different ſentiments. The very mildeſt of them 
afſert, that the beſt wiſh that can be breathed, 
in-favour of him or his country, is, either that he 
may be enabled quickly to retire from the toils 
of his political career, or be ſpeedily called, by 
Divine Providence, to the enjoyment of another 
and a better world. * 

The few who are of no party may conſider him 
as an honeſt and reſpectable private character, and 
as an active, zealous, and loyal ſtateſman. 
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ARTHUR -WOLFE, 
BARON KILWARDEN, = 


Lord Chief Fuflice of the King's Bench in Ireland. 


— 


THIS gentleman was educated in the univer- 
ſity of Dublin, and was called to the Iriſh bar in 
1766. He was ſoon appointed a king's counſel, 
and by very laborious induſtry in his profeſſion, 
was making way to wealth and legal character, 
when, in conſequence of a high opinion generally 
entertamed of his talents, he was introduced into 
parliament by Lord Tyrone. Though Mr. Wolfe, 
from his politicaF outſet in life, was a ftaunch 


friend to the adminiſtration of the day, it was 


yet ſo late as the year 1787 before he mounted 
the firft ſtep of the ladder to the bench, by be- 
ng appointed his Majeſty's Solicitor-general.— 

is we ſuppoſe was owing to the more important 
ſervices of other candidates, for in zeal he was in- 
ferior to none. 

His next advancement followed. cloſe on the 
heels of the former, being nominated Attorney- 
general in 1789, on the promotion of Mr. Fitz- 


gibbon to the court of Chancery. In this ſituation 


it might have been expected his parliamentary 


talents would have had fair and ample room for 
_ diſplay. Unfortunately for him, however, he ſuc- 


ceeded a man whoſe powers of mind, ſenatorial 
courage, and {kill in doing the king*s buſineſs,” 


: 


neee 


vVere of ſuch a fuperior- caſt, that he ſuffered by the 
compariſon. | ke) 

There was, however, a degree of candour and 
openneſs in Mr. W's manner, which entitled him 
to eſteem and praiſe; though theſeryery qualities, 
perhaps, diſqualified him from appearing to great 
advantage in his official character. This, although 
it was not invariably apparent, ſecured for him 
many friends, even in the oppoſition; and thoſe 
who did not approve the law officer of the crown, 
yet reſpected the man. en . 

In June laſt he was raiſed to the peerage, and 
to the bench on the death of Lord Chief Juſtice 
Clonmel. As a ſpeaker, his voice is ſtrong and 
deep; but it is neither mellow nor capable of 
much variety. His action is that which is gene- 
rally found to diftinguiſh' the bar - pleader; and 
even on the moſt momentous and animating ſuh. 
jects, he ſeemed unable to diſengage himſelf from 
profeſſional habits. eee e ee 
In private life, his Lordſhip has the high cha- 
racter of being a ſteady friend, and an honeſt 
man. As à companion he is leſs valuable, his 
manners being rather of a ſombre and auſtere 
complexion, while the excellence of his mind cen- 
ſiſts rather in the ſtrength. of his underſtanding 
than in the quickneſs of wit or the vivacity of 


imagination. 
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O all che opinions which have obtained a ge- 
neral currency, without being either founded in 
truth or ſanctioned by experience, there are none, 

| | perhaps, 
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* 


which we are taught to believe, that the 
law is adverſe to the operations of genius, 
and that a lively imagination cannot be fettered to 


perhaps, Which have been . ſo widely ire 1 1 
thoſe 
ſtudy o 


muſt be dul, and that wit cannot be poſſeſſed but 


to the excluſion: of induſtry, rr... 

Amang the many examples which might be ad- 
duced from antiquity, or exhibited in modern 
times, to prove the futility of this dangerous con» 
ceit, Mr. Curran is not the leaſt ſtriking. No man 


has acquired higher reputation for thoſe powers 


which delight and captivate the fancy, touch the,, 
ſprings of paſſion, elicit tears from the ſoftneſs 
of ſenſibility, or extort from gravity itſelf the roar 
of laughter; yet has the 2 ous induſtry. and. 
laborious exertions of this gentleman raiſed him 


from the humbleſt walk of life, in which his birth - 


had placed him, to the firſt rank, if not to the firſt. 


place, at the Iriſh bar. He has not, indeed, at- 
tained high official ſituations, or riſen to thoſe ho- 
nours which are -oftener the reward of judicious. 
politics, than of profeſſional ability; but he has 


acquired that which is a much ſtronger proof both 


of induſtry and of talent the uncenteſted title of 
being the firſt advocate in his country. _,,- -; 
Curran is about fifty years of age. He was 


born in the county of Cork, of parents who were 


undiſtinguiſhed by wealth or ſituation; who. bad 


neither a fortune by which they could have enabled 


the ſon to live independently, nor 'connexions by 
which they could advance him to à profeſſion. 


They were, however, capable of giving him the 


rudiments of a liberal education, and that ſeems to 


be the only advantage which he derived from his 


family. Having qualified himſelf for the univerſity, 
he entered in the only character in which his cir- 
cumſtances enabled him to appear, that of afizer - 
in the college of Dublin; a ſituation of which the 


emoluments are very trivial, while the marks of in- 


feriority which 2 it from that of the other 


ſtudents 


* 
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ſtudents are of the moſt — kind. The 
ſizers have,-indeed; their tuition. free of -expence 
but they are obli to keep the rolle bl ches theie. 
tutors, and attend to the weekly diſtribution of 
the "fines and puniſhments of the pupils. They 
have alſo their commons gratis, but hag dine only 
on the fragments of the S etlows? table, and are 
compellible to in in the an hall, ſeve- 
ral menial ſervices. 
In this ſituation did Mr: C. paſs his. firſt. year 
at the univerſity; nor did he appear, iu point of 
pecuniary circumſtances, to ſtand at the head even 
of this humble claſs. It is a fact, that the man 
who poſſeſſed + powers that could mould the heart; 
charm the imagination, and guide the judgment of 
a" ſenate or of a ut was often r oa 2 
whole coat! 
At the uſual time (c years after entrance) he 
obtained a' ſcholarſttip z by which, and by the 
emoluments ariſing from ſome petty offices gene- 
rally beſtowed on ſcholars, he emerged. the 
diſtreſs in which he had been hitherte involved. 
The remainder of his college carter tis not markod 
by any -peculiar - circumſtances ; he obtained the 
} honours with which the policy of the univer - 
ſity rewards induſtry and talents, and is Taid to 
have made ſome progreſs in reading the laborious 
courfe which is -preſcribed for fellowſhip candi- 
dates; but whether diſguſted with the 2 
or deterred by the magnitude of the undert tg, 
he ſoon deſiſted from the purſuity and eng: his 
attention to the bar. 
Previouſly to his beeoming a gudent i in the Inns 
of Court in London, Mr. Curran married a lady © 
of his own country. This match appears to have 
been founded in inclination, for ſhe did not bring 
him a fortune ſufficient to compenſate the incon- 
venienees into which ſuch a premature connexion 
muſt have thrown him. Of the means by which 
he vas enabled to ſupport himſelf and wife, during 
His | kbdies in England, and afterwards to 2 
ö e 


which, in point of gaaziig, is on à level with the 
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to the bar, nothing certain. | 


leaſt reputable part of Weſtminſter,  _ 

Mrs. Curran had now brought him a child; and 
being unable to indulge in the practice ſo common 
in Ireland, of ſending their children to be nurſed, 
abroad, ſhe was obliged to. undergo the labour of 
diſcharging at once the duties of nurſe, houſewife, 
and cook, Abont this time he became a frequenter 
of a convivial ſociety, originally formed by ſome 
young Barriſters, and called the: Monks of the Screw, 


"Although the members of this inſtitation were 


merry, they were poor; the object of their meet - 
ings was do forget, in good fellowſhip, the cares of 
We and relax the mind from the intenſeneſs of 
legal ſtudies. The devotion of the Monks, how- 
ever, way promoted by humbler beverage than the 
Juice of cke grape, and their temple was nothing 
more than an upper room in a Kevin-ſtreet ale- 


houſe. Poor as ſuch a ſociety muſt have been, the 


circumſtances of Mr. Curran were ſo much more 
humble, that they were forwarded by his connec- 
tion even with it, As the club affected to be , 
it became neceſſary at length that they ſhould have 
an apartment to themſelves; they therefore en- 
gaged one at a certain rent, and Mr. Curran was. 
complimented with the uſe of it, for the reſidence 
of himſelf and his family, except only during thoſe 
evenings on which the members aſſembled. He 


_ muſt have been poor, indeed, who lodged in ſuch 


@ manſion ! 27 

Mr. Curran was not the only man of talents, 

who at that time belonged to this ſociety, and 
* L 2 s ' whom 
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whom a ſabſequent diſplay of genius, and 671 
ings raiſed to — n Chief ew 
the Iriſh Exchequer, Lord Velverton, the early” 
intimate and friend of Curran, was one of its ori. 
inal members. Though more fortunate than 
Fim in his political, as well as forenſic purſuits, 
the connexion firft formed and cemented between 
them in the poverty of their early years (for 2 
Yelverton, like Curran, had to ſtruggle with the 
difficulties of a narrow fortune), - . continued 
through every viciſſitude of ſuceceding life, not 
only unbroken but in full ſtrength. 

That learning and talents are often candle to 
raiſe themſelves into notice, without the fortunate 
co-operation of extrinſic circumſtances, is an ob- 
fervation which has been often exemplified-in every 
_ profeſſion ; but, perhaps, more frequently in that 

of the law, than any other. Our young barriſter, 
with qualities which are as likely to ſtrike at firſt 
ſight, as thoſe poſſeſſed by any of his contempora- 
Ties, remained, however, for ſome time at the bar 
entirely unnoticed. ''The attention of the public 
was turned toward him, for the firſt ume, in rather 
a ſingular way. 

He had been engaged as-agent by one of the can- 
didates at a conteſted election, and in the courſe of 
the poll, it became neceſſary for him to make ob- 
jections to a vote proffered by the adverſe party, 

which he did in that ſtrong and ſarcaſtie manner for 
which he is ſo remarkable. His antagoniſt, a man 
of rude and overbearing manners, felt the pungency 
of his wit, and not immediately recogniſing the 
Barriſter, under a ſhabby coat, arid a mean appear- 
ance, (for nature has not been very favourable in 
external decorations,) he applied to him ſome very 

roſs epithets. With more ſpirit, perhaps, than 
. Mr. Curran leaped from his ſeat, ſeized 
him by the collar, and-was prevented only by the 
interpoſition of the by-ſtanders from chaſtiſing him 
on the ſpot. He, however, was not precluded from 
aſſerting his © 5 mm in that-way, which _ 
one 
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| alone be. tolerated in the preſence of a magiſtrate, 
he, Gi A in * 85 ſentences, Galsdell 
"his mi 757 character; his antagoniſt had gene- 
enough, to acknowlege his error, and apolo- - 

Ba . the conſequencees of his 
miſtake; nay, inſtead of reſenting the violence with 
which he had repelled the inſult, be granted him 
his friendſhip, and by his recommendation and pa- 
5 N eſſentially promoted his future inte- 
2 | 


From chat period he began to riſe rapidly. 
Within leſs than fix months he quitted his gratui- 
tous lodgings. in Kevin-ſtreet, and removed nearer 
to the more reputable part of the town. Mrs. 
Curran no longer diſhonoured.her lord's circum- 
- ſtances, 4 appearing in the diſcharge of thoſe do- 
meſtic offices which are uſually performed by depu- 
ty; nay, in leſs than a year, the riſing proſperity. 
of the family was viſible in the luxury of à one- 
horſe. chair! Merit was now finding its proper 
level, and, in this inſtance at leaſt, we no longer 
' behold great learning and uncommon genius ſtrug- 
gling with adverſity, or ſullied in the eſtimation of 
"ger minds, by an undeſerved poverty. 
_ ., Within; two or three years more, we find Mr. 
Curran ſeated in the Houſe of Commons, and ſe- 
_ conding, with much ſportive humour, every effort 
of the popular party for the emancipation of the 
country, and the eſtabliſhment of its commercial 
freedom. afid political independence: | 
During the arduous and intereſting period in 
which Mr. Fitzgibbon filled the office of Attor- 
ney-general,. he was one of the leading men in op- 
poſition, and of courſe came into frequent colliſion 
with that dogmatical and haughty lawyer. The 
high tone of defiance” on legal or conſtitutional 
queſtions,” with which the Attorney-general endea- 
voured to overbear his opponents, was more fre- 
quently ridiculed by the wit, than combated by the 
arguments of Mr. Curran ; if in this mode of com- 
bat, he did not always repel the blow, he at _-_ 


roſity 
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evaded its force; and thou de could not on every 
occaſſon boaſt of victory, heat leaſt eſcaped defeat. 
Of one of theſe conteſts, the iſſue was more ſerious; 
it produced a duel, in which Mr. C. was the challen- 
ger, but which happily was attended with no injury 
to either party. 1 | ; 
While Mr. Curran was thus ſueceſsfully atten. 
tive to buſineſs, he did not ſuffer opportunities of 
pleaſure to paſs by him ünenjoyed. He was natu- 
rally, indeed, a man of uncommon gaiety; poflefl- 
ing an exquiſite ear for mufic, and being bimſelf 
no ordinary performer on the forte piano, it was not 
ſtrange that the Circe-like allurements of Mrs, 
Billington ſhould have enchanted him for a time. 
Although Mr. Curran has been uſually conſider. 
ed a man of pallantry, he enjoys an unifiterrupted 
claim to the character of a good father. He has 
one fon, Who is now (1798) about to be called to 
the bar, and two daughters; to the education of 
all theſe he has paid the moſt affectionate attention. 
It has been alteady obferved, that, in his N 
mentary character, he has always been attached to 
the popular cauſe. Indeed from his outſet in life, 
he bas been a ſeady friend to the legiſlative inde- 
pendence, to free commerce, and a reform in the 
repreſentation of Ireland. He has uniformly de- 
clared againſt the war with France, and he has com- 
bated, with unremitted vigour, during five years, 
the coercive ſyſtem which has been purſued in Ire- 
land. Finding the inefficacy of that oppoſition, he 
has withdrawn, along with many of thoſe with 
whom he had co-operated, from the Houſe of Com- 
mons, and is now known to the public only as an 
advocate. In this capacity he has lately defended 
many of his unfortunate country men; and is ſaid 
to be about to retire for a time, and perhaps for 
ever, from his native country. _ | 
As a lawyer Mr. Curran has not particularly di- 
ſtinguiſhed himſelf, by the extent of his knowledge 
or the depth of his reſearches: he ſtands, in this 
reſpeR only, on an equality with his competitors ; 
it 
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-it is as an advdcate that he outſtrips them. Indeed, 
in this character, he has not, perhaps, his equal in 
che empire- With Mr. Erſkine he has been fre- 
{quently compared ; but in the opinion of ſome who. 
have long admired, and attentively conſidered the 
- reſpeQive-excellencies of each, the latter holds only 
= ſecond place. N | 3 | 
Mir. Erſkine is an acute, grave, laborious, and 
frequently an eloquent pleader; he turns the bright 
ſide of his client's caſe to ſull view, urges its ſtrong 
parts with the force of a maſculine underſtanding, 
and covers its weakneſs with, very ingenious ſophiſtry; 
but the jury ſtill remember chat Mr. Erſkine is an 
. {dvoate; and are on their guard againſt his arts. 
Mr. Curran, while he dilpfays as much acuteneſs 
as Mr. E. gets nearer to the heart and paſſions of 
his auditors ; and by the ardour and animation f 
an eloquence neither fictitious nor forced, excludes 
every feeling and every thought but thoſe which he 
wiſhes to excite, In the examination of witneſſes, 
too, Mr. Curran is eminently powerful. In his 
manner he reſembles Mr. Garrow, but perhaps ex- 
cells even that gentleman in-probing: a rotten cauſe 
to the bottom, in eliciting truth from prevarication, 
and touching the ſecret. ſtrings that actuate the hu- 


man heart. 


Mr. Curran's parliamentary ſpeeches ſeldom poſ- 
ſeſs the excellence which has marked his profeſſional 
defences. They diſplay much leſs of the mens drui- 


nior ; they; are irregular, and deſultory, and ſeem 


to be rather the play of his mind than its ſerious 
exertion. | They, however, abound with admitable 
ſtrokes of invective, and irony, and though they 
aſſiſt but little in guiding deciſion, on the point dif. 
cuſſed, yet produce a: good effect, by holding up 
political profligacy and corruption to contempt and 
Of «claſſical learning Mr. Curran ſeems-to have 
early laid in a good ſtore; his alluſions to the Ro- 
man poets are frequent, and hig quotations: from 


them are prompt and happy. It is a curious cir- 


eumſtance, that to ſtudy the Latin claſſics, and 
5 | commit” 
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commit to memory remarkable paſſages, feoineds 
-part of Mr. Curran's preparation for the bar; and 
that he continues, from his experience of its utility, 
to recommend his praQtice to the young — 
the municipal law. 
{'/7 On the ſcore of perſoty Mr. Curran. owes but 
little to-nature. His ſtature is low, his figure mea- 
gre e and M-formed, and his whole appearance far 
m being prepoſſeſſing. He has, however, an 
eye which emits the fire of genius, and is admirably 
caleulated to tranſmit either the ſcintillations of 
fancy, or that deep pathos of the heart, which he 
not only feels himſelf, but can ſo powerfully excite 
in others. Of dreſs he has always been-remarkably, 
perhaps, eulpably negligent; for he has often play - 
ed Cicero i in the ſenate, in the OY Scrub. 


LORD MONBODDO. - 


» Janes Bvaner is deſcended froman ancient fa- 
- mily 6 in Aberdeenſhire, and being heir to a ſmall 
fortune, ſtudied the Scotch law, and was called to 
the bar, or, in other words, became an advocate in 
that country. — 

In this ſituation he acquired couſiderable celebrity, 
and was employed as counſel in two cauſes, which 
engaged the attention of the public more than any 
brought before a Scottiſh tribunal in the courſe of 
a century. One of theſe was the great queſtion 
of literary property; the other the Douglas cauſe. 
In the courſe of the latter he was employed to go 
to Paris, in order to arrange the neceſſary papers 
for the inveſtigation of ſo intricate an affair. 

While in that capital he procured an account of a 
ſavage Bi who had been diſcovered wild in the 
woods of Champagne, and actually went to fee her; 
for this was a bes intimately connected with his 
favourite purſuit. 

In 1797, Mr. Burnet was ee one of the 


Lords of Seſſion in Scotland, —_— — to 
the 
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the uſtoty/of his country,.. be. aſſumed the title of 
m5 non Yi from the name of his family eſtate, 


He was offered the poſt; of one of the Commiſ- 
ſioners of the Court of Juſticiary, but declined its 
acceptance, on account of the unpleaſant part of 
that office, the trying and ſentencing condemned 
criminals ! 8 Work 
Lord _ Monboddo has, however, been better 
known to the world as a literary man, than either 
as a pleader or a judge. His firſt publication was 
4 * Diſſertation on the Origin and Progreſs of Lan- 
nage, in fix volumes, 8vo. The inveſtigation of 
82. of language, had been in vain attempted 
by many of the learned among the ancients, who 
certainly poſſeſſed materials of which we are de- 
prived. Let che moderns have engaged in this 
purſuit with much ardonr-; and in our time Biſhop 
Warburton and Lord Monboddo, both men of ſin- 
gular acquirements, have thought deeply, and writ- 
ten profoundly, on the ſubject. After the moſt ex- 


tenſive reſearches, they, however, have not been | 
able to inform us how or when alphabetical writing | 30 
was firſt, invented; but they have deſerved the i 


thanks of the curious, by ſbewing how it might have 
been diſcovered and introduced. The exciience ot. 
this art is ſo conſpicuous; that many learned men 
have conceived it to be an immediate communica-- 
tion from the Deity; and Mr. Gilbert Wakefield 
has written an ingenious: eſſay on this ſide. of the 
queſtion, which has been thought worthy of a place 
in the Encyclopedia Britannica ; but both the judge 
and · the biſhop-have ſhewn, not only the poſſibility, 
but the probability, that we owe this grand effort 
of human ſkill to the genius of Egypt; and this 
opinion has been greatly Hrengthened by che ingeni- 
ous labours of governor Pownall. 
His lordſhip is, alſo author of another work, in 
hve volumes, quarto, called © Ancient Metaphy- 
12 ſurprizing 


ſics ;”* à performance remarkable for. t 

mixture, of penetration and genius, with what, in 

tlie eyes of ſome, appears to be the moſt abſurd 
Cech 2 4 1 P 
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whim and conceit, the attempt to prove that the 
- burang outang is a Claſs of the human ſpecies; and 
that the want of ſpeech. is merely aceldental 3 this 
has afforded much ſport, both to the with and'Eiticy 
of the age. Lord Monboddo has alſo endeaybur. 
ed to eſtabliſh the exiſtence'of mermaids ! yet, not. 
withſtanding theſe fingularities, the work is a truly 
ingenious performance, and will long enfure a place 
on the ſhelves of the learned. 
His lordſhip is, at one and the ſame time, an ex- 
.cellent Greek ſcholar, and a true chriſtian philoſo- 
pher. He is ingenious and liberal in his opinions, 
and in his condud as a judge, never ſuffers himſelf 
to be ſwayed by either patty or ſamily connexions, 
At his houſe in Edinburgh, he is extremely hoſpita - 
ble; and receives with politeneſs, all literary ſtran 
ers who viſit that city. He imitates the aiicients in 
batling and exefciſe, and has attained to a very 
great age without any of thoſe failures, either of 
mind or body, which are the uſtal attendants on 
extreme ag He was formerly accuſtomed to re- 
Pair yearly\to London, and generally made the 

burney on horſeback ; it need ſcatcely be added, 
that in all his peregrinations, he was received with 
unbounded welcome dy the literary men of the 
1 | | 
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Is br6ther to the late Lord 7 the pre- 
ſent Biſhop of Durham, and alſo to dmiral Bar- 
rington. e N 
This gentleman was bred to the law, a proſeſ- 
ſion in which he never made any very conſpicuous 
figure, but was ſucceffively promoted to be one of 
. th£ rey f. counſel, and a Welch judge; the latter 
of which ſtations he reſigned fome yeats ago, on ac- 
85 | count 
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dun of his ing inſirmities. He has alſo-poſ- 


felled ſeveral other ſmall places under goverument, 
ſuch as deputy-keeper of the wardrobe, ſecretary 8 
Greenwich-hoſpital, marſhal of the 2 anc 
commiſſioner of ſtores. at Gibraltar, the laſt of 
which he now retains 
But if Mr. Barrington is · not celebrated as 4 law- 
yer, he may juſtly claim the bonour of being a pro- 
found and. —— — an e e com 

pabiqn, and a truly worthy man, In 1775, he 
publithed an Eſſay on the Probability of — — 
the North Pole, 4to.; and in 1781, a volume of 
Miſcellanies, alſo in 4to. principally on Antiquarian 
ſubjects. 


In 1766 he preſented the world with a volume 


of Obſervations- upon the Statutes, from Magna Charta 
to the 21 James J. in Which he ſtrongly enforces a 
reviſal, and adds a propoſal for new modelling 
the whole. This is a work of great merit, and a 
fecond edition was called for and publiſhed in 1776. 
To enumerate Mr. Barrington's literary laboprs, 
would be an Herctilean taſk : among them we find 
an Account of ſome Fiſh in Wales; *Inveſti- 
aten of the Difference between the paſt and pre- 
N Temperature of the Air in Italy ;*”: + Obſerva- 
tions on Welch Caſtles ;*” A Controverſy, with Dr, 
Ducarel concerning © Cheſuut Trees: Method 
of keeping Carp alive out of Water” „Two Let- 
ters on Cæſar's Invaſion; 4 Eſſay on the periodi- 
cal Appearance of Birds; On the diſtinguiſhed 
Qualities of the Rabbit and Hare; Experiments 
on the ſinging. of Birds; „Correction of ſame 
Miſtakes in  Orni y 3” „ Account of two 
Welſh Muſical Inſtruments;“ © On the Remains 
of the ancient Corniſh, Language; Inquiry into 
the Antiquity of Clocks ? © Conjectures relative to 
certain Remains of vitrified' Walls in Seotland ;”? 
„ On Archery; „On Muſfleal. Inftruments 5”? 
On Card- playing.“ ??“? 2 
Moſt of theſe are highly entertaining, and ſome 
ol them evince the mol profound reſearen. 


This 


128 bn. OLBARY- 
This very y ingenious man was the friend of Dr. 
ediſon, an and a member of the club in Eſſex- ſtreet, 
inſtituted by chat great moraliſt. He ſtill apper- 
tarns to a ſociety of choice ſpirits, who meet at the 
Grecian, whither he is ſupported by his mans, and 
returns in a chair to chambers. The templars, the 
city beaus, and, indeed, the world in general; are 
much obliged to him for the improvements made 
in the garden facing the Thames, which .ethibits 
* taſte and elegance, ew? could be . omg - 
e an . | | 


: n, ik. O'LEARY. 


Ares Olaz 5 is a native of Cork, in 116. 
m_—_ "and a member of the moſt numerous and 
redominant ſect in that country. 
by age r receiving ſome inſtruction in his native 
nd, he was ſent to the continent, in 1747, to pre- 
"pate him for the ſrtuation for which he was deſign- 
e chat of a prieſt of the Roman catholic church. 
He aceordingly reſided for ſome time at the college 
of St. Omer's, and became a — of the order 
of St. Francis. 
On the completion of his tadies, he was ap- 
— chaplain to a regiment in the ſervice of 
the prince in whoſe dominions he was educated; 
but not entering warmly into the meaſure of 88. 
ing the ſubjects of theſe kingdoms to enliſt in 
reign battalions, he incurred the diſpleafure of thoſe 
in power, and ſoon after returned to the country 
Which had given him birtn. 

By the aſhſtance of ſome friends be built a ſmall 
but decent chapel in his native city; and a cir- 
cumſtance ſoon occurred which procured him 

ſome little provincial celebrity. A work happened, 
about this time, to be publiſhed in Cork, entitled 
Thought; 
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«. Thoughts on Nature and Religion.” It was 
written by a Scotch phyſician; and as no one 
anſwered it, Father O' Leary. applied to Dr. Mann, 
the biſhop of the dioceſe in which he reſided, ſor 
permiſſion. to enter the Jiſts ; now the churches 
of England and Rome thinking alike on the mat- 
ter in diſpute; . he immediately granted leave. Ac- 
cordingly, ſoon after this, appeared his Defence 
of the Day: of Chriſt, and the Immortality of 
the Sou 59. : 3 A 
When the parliament of Ireland framed a teſt- 
oath for the Roman catholics, many perſons of 
tender conſciences ſcrupled to take it. On this 
Mr. O'Leary. publiſhed his Loyalty aſſerted, or 
the Teſt-· oath vindicated; in which he explained 
the ſeeming difficulties that occurred, fo much to 
the ſatisfaction of the nonjuring catholics in his. 
neighbourhood, that they unanimouſly ſubſcribed. 
t that critical period, during the unfortunate 
war with America, when the combined fleets of 
France and Spam rode triumphant on the Britiſh 
coalt, and threatened an invaſion of Ireland, he ad- 
dreſſed. his Catholic countrymen, in the moſt. ener- 
getic language, and in ſuch an effectual manner, as 
to merit the thanks of every good citizen. 

His next publications were in reply to ſome- - 
ſevere charges made againſt the Roman Catholics, 
by the late Mr. Weſley ; and in theſe he refuted 
that odious imputation by which they are accuſed 
of © keeping no faith with heretics !” * 
Another valuable tract publiſhed by Mr. O' Leary 
is called An Eſſay on Toleration, and a Plea för 
Freedom of Conſcience.” In this eſſay the reaſon- 
ing is ſolid and perſuaſive, and the whole tenor of 
it tends to inculcate the principles of liberality and 
humanity. . | Biggs e 

Theſe fix pieces have been publiſhed in a vb- 
lume, under the title of ©, Miſcellaneous Tracts;“ 
and it has reached a third, if not a fourth edition. 
It is dedicated to the © Monks of St. Patrick,” a 
ſociety of reſpectable men in Ireland, who _ 

| | | ; be - ate 


23d | ronb kütt ren. 
A ted * the ſupport of the conſtitution of their 
coun F * 2 73-4] ee , . 
In addition 20 the literary labours already alluded 
to, un excellent pamphlet publiſhed in 1786, and 
entitled. A Review of ſome intereſting Periods 
in the Iriſh Hiſtory,“ is allo attributed to him; 
and Mr. Pratt has drawn his character in a very 
maſterly manner, in his late novel called . Family 
Secrets,“ one volume of which is inſrribed to the 
Doctor. | HOP 
Father O'Leary; as he is familiatly called, and 
who is ſaid to have received a penſion-from govern. 
ment for his public ſervices, has lately printed a ſer- 
mon on the preſent ſituation of affairs, which. was 


originally preached at St. Patrick's chapel. - 


- 
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— * 
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BARRY, LORD YELVERTON - 
* ery BAKON 95 THE-EXCHEQUER IN IRELAND; 


_ _LIKE' many other of thoſe men whoſe talents 
and virtues have raiſed them in Ireland to the 
bigheſt places in the law, Chief Baron Yelverton 
. owes nothing to illuſtrious birth, to family con- 
nexions, or to wealth accumulated by his anceſ- 
tors. If report be true {and it is highly honourable 
to him), his lordſhip's immediate progenitor was 
nothing more than à petty dealer in wool, in the 
neighbourhood of Clonmell, far from affluent in 
point of circumſtances, and unable to do more for 

Sixty, his Ton, than to give him the rudiments 6f 
a claſſical education, which enabled him to enter 
the univerſity of Dublin, as a ſizer, a deſcription of 
Audents, accuſtomed to receive both taition and 
commons free of expence. At the uſual time he 
obtained a ſcholarſhip, a reward given in that uni- 
verſity to diſtinguiſhed merit, to which beſides 
3 honourable 


1 


— 
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| Hononrable rank, certain emoluments are annexed, 


in addition to board, not exceeding, however, on 
the whole, 201. per annum. "6-06. Ad 

- Mr: Yelverton, before the expiration of his ſcho- 
larſllip, determined on the law as his profeſſion; 
but to acquire knowledge in it, and afterwards tb 
be called to the bar, requires © a portion of this 
world's wealth,“ which unluckily his finances were 
unable to afford. ria nn HS ns 
- His marriage, ' ſhortly after, with a young lady 
poſſeſſed of three or four hundred pounds, remov- 
ed this embarraſſment, and enabled him, with ſome 
literary exertions- of his own, to keep his terms in 
London, and obtain his call to the Iriſh bar in 
1764. When he became a barriſter, he occupied 
very obſcure lodgings in Elfex-ſtreet, a part of 
the town which till continues to be unfaſhionable. 
Here he remained for ſome time, and proved, ih 
his own caſe, that even firſt-rate legal talents may 
lie Jong in obſcurity, The induſtry and ability of 


Mr. Yelverton,; however, did at laſt work their 


way, but many years elapſed between his aſſump- 
tion of a wig and a gown, and, his becoming a 


character known to the public in any other 
than as a profefſional man, labouting fuccelsfulf, 


for his client and his fee. 


We do not, indeed, hear of him in a public ca- 
'pacity, until the becurrefice of that important cri- 
is, when the calamities of the country urged its 


friends to ſtruggle with the then weakened power of 


Great Britain, and to obtain for Ireland an enlarge- 


ment of commercial privileges, and fhortly after- 


wards the eſtabliſhment of legiſlative independence. 
"Mr. Yelverton, who had now got into parliament, 
'co-operated wich the other patriots of the day in 


the purſuit of theſe objects, and was conſpicuous 


for the energy and boldneſs of his exertions.— 


When they were once attained, he not only ceaſed - 
to lend his talents to the popular party, but, on 
the contrary, he oppoſed them, ranged himſelf on 


the fide of the court, and reſiſted every attempt to 
ane attain 


— 
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attain reform in the repreſentation by means of the 
volunteer aſſociations. the Yr FOR Pang Wh 
In 1782, he had been raiſed to the important 
and confidential place of Atterney- general; and he 
acquitted. himſelf in that ſituation with ſuch unre- 
mitting zeal, in counteracting. the attempts of the 
volunteers, and labouring for their diſperſion, as 
effectually recommended him to the favour of go. 
vernment. The 'beneficial effects reſulting from 
this conduct were ſoon apparent, for in 1784 he 
was railed to the bench, as Chief Baron of the 
Exchequer. Bs 3 
. His elevation, though gensrally conſidered as a 
reward for his political ſervices, was yet not un- 
welcome to the public, which could recogniſe, 
even in the unpopular ſenator, the learning, the 
talents, and the profeſſional integrity of a great 
lawyer. Removed from the. Houſe, of Commons 
to the bench, and yet not raiſed: to the peerage, 
his opportunities of rendering political ſervices to 
the adminiſtration, were now greatly leſſened. The 
conſequence was, that, either relaxing in his zeal 
from want of occaſion to exert it; or finding its 
fervour cooled by not being raiſed to a title, like 
his competitor Scott, who was created Baron Earlſ- 
fort in 1784, his politics appeared to be neutraliſ- 
ed, until, in 1789, he declared himſelf a decided 
friend: to the party which aſſerted the right of Ire- 
land to chooſe her own regent, and. accordingly 
proffered that office to the Prince of Wales. ot- 
withſtanding this, he was created Lord Yelverton, 
Baron of Avonmore, in the county of. Cork, . June 
x6, 1795 . „„ | Yue” * 
No man poſſeſſes a higher character in private 
life than Lord Velverton. Simple and d 
in his manners, with a goodneſs, of heart: whic 
fraud and cunning but too often make the dupe of 
their artifices, he is beloved by all, and impoſed on, 
even in the moſt trivial. occurrences of life, by 
many. Though enjoying a ſtrength and compre- 
henſion of intellect fitted to direct and to enlighten 
N A ſenates, 
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' Tenates, he may be governed, miſled, or baffled, hy 
the moſt ſhallow of his domeſtics. Of the convi- 
_ vial glaſs no man is more fond, and yet ſlander has 
not charged him with intemperance. . 


As a public ſpeaker, his leading characteriſtic is 


firength. His voice, full, deep, and ſonorous, add- 


ed to a pronunciation ſlow and ſolemn, gives great 


weight to what is dictated by a mind well ſtored 
with legal and general knowlege; by an under- 


ſtanding capable of arranging, in the moſt judicious 
manner, the excellent materials which it poſſeſſes ; . 
and by a fancy, not deſtitute of the powers of em- 


belliſhment. His manner is animated, impreſſive, 
and almoſt overbearing. Of quick conception and 
feelings, - often irritable; and apt to be rouſed to in- 
dignation by every appearance of oppreſſion or of 
fraud, his lordſhip appears to diſplay all the ſenſa- 
tions of a good man. But on the bench, he ſeems, 


perhaps, to poſſeſs too little of that ſtoical apathy, 
which is ſo eſſential to the aſcertainment of guilt or 


innocence; A cauſe is no ſooner. opened, he 
catches, or ſuppoſes he catches, ſufficient to guide 


his deciſion; and every attempt which the pleader 
afterwards makes to remove this firſt impreſſion, 
bis lordſhip ſtrenuouſly reſiſts as an unworthy en- 
deavour to. impoſe on his underſtanding, and to 


throw the veil of eloquence around truth aud juſtice. 
This fault excepted, and to which Lord Mansfield 


himſelf was but too prone, Lord Yelverton is allow- 
ed to be an excellent judge, of inflexible integrity, 
and extenſive legal learning. | 
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* RIGHT HON. 1SAAC CORRY, 


THIS gentleman is the ſon of a reputable, but 
not very wealthy, merchant of the town of Newry, 


in the county of Down. A conſiderable ſhew of 
| | talents, 


— 
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takents, and great profeſſions of independent and 
"Ready patriotiſm, vendered him in early life a fu. 
vburite with the publie; while eaſy, poliſhed man. 
ners, added to an engaging perſon, procured him 
the friendſhip of his 1 who ſoon became 
nie conſtituents. 
Mr. Corry was bred 46/the' law, wal was actu- 
ally calte& to the bar in che year 1979, a very re- 
matkable period in the Hiltery of Ireland. Soon: 
diſguſted, either with the kabours of the profeſſion, 
or the ill fuceeſs with which thoſe labours were at- 
tended, He threw away bis bag, which had never 
been over-charged with — and boeame an ad- 
venturer in the field of polities. 
„No ſobner wits he fented in the Mouse ef Com- 
mons, than he becante dd of the moſt warm and 
animated members of the then oppoſition. © His 
' induftry, which applied ſelf to every ſu that 
' emerged in the courſe of parliamentary buſineſs, 
—_ particulatly to the calculations of revenue and 
nanee ; Its fluency in gebe the evrteQneſs and 
Animation of His © accompamed with a 
. e diſplay of appatent modeſty, render- 
" m not only a ſhewy, but an uſeful partiſan. 
For ſome Nerd Mr. Corry devoted himſelf to 
the popular cauſe; He ſerutiniſed every miniſterial 
meafure, railed againſt Britiſh influence, contended 
for place and penfion-bills, and laboured, with 
much energy and. effect, to obtain a ſimilar con- 
ſtruction of the navigation. act in both countries, 
But, alas! the hour was approaching, when he was 
no longer to grace the oppoſition bench, teaſe a 
lord lieutenant's ſecretary with patriotic motions, 
or embarraſs the financier with the Cocker- like al · 
; luſions, of arithmetical eloquence !, 
The Marquis of Buckingham aſſumed the vice- 
royſhip of Ireland in 1787, and having diſmiſſed a 
very conſiderable number of officers in the different 
depurtments for neglect and peculation, it became 
© neceflary to replace them with gentlemen poſſeſſing 
the public confidence, With his lordſhip, {kill in 
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accounts was a Hrſt- tate qualification; who, there- 


fore, could be a fitter object of his favour than Mr. 
Corry ? Mr. Corry was accordingly nominated to a 
poſt in the ordnance, of one thouſand pounds per 
annum, The viceroy, affecting popularity, thus 
appointed to office à popular reprefentative ; and 
the popular repreſentative, wiſhing to ſerve himſelf 


and the country, accepted the appointment. 


From the days of the Marquis of Buckingham, 
Mr. Corry has exhibited himſelf, during a ſeries of 
viceroys, as one of the beſt ſervants of adrviniſtra- 


tion, and has enjoyed a ſucceſſion of very lucrative 


places in the ordnance, revenue, and treaſury. 
But although Mr. Corry has, in ſome degree, re- 
linquiſhed the love and applauſe of his countrymen 
fot the ſmiles of the court, and the emoluments of 
office, it is yet but juſt to ſay, that he was not, 
during ſeveral years, the forward advocate of the 
ancient ſyltem ; nor has he ever, with the ſhameleſs 
zeal of molt proſelytes, become either the flanderer 
or the perſecutor of the party which he deſerted. 
He has borne himſelf with a meekneſs and tempe- 
rance which diſarm reſentment, and preſerve to 
him the-regard and eſteem of thoſe with whom he 
formerly acted. In many inſtances he has vored 
againſt the miniſter on queſtions which, in his pa- 
triotic days, he had ſupported; and in others, he 
bas modeſtly withdrawn on a diviſion, in order to 
preſerve at once his place and his eonſiſtency. , In 
the late conteſt between the court and the country 
party, he has, however, been an advocate for the 
coercive ſyſtem, and acceded to all the ſevere laws 
which were enacted previouſly to the rebellion. 

Mr. Corry's perſon is manly, and his countenance 
expreſſive of ſpirit and good ſenſe ; thoſe ſcenes of 
gaiety and diflipation in which part of his juvenile 
days was ſpent, and which contributed to give to 
his manners that poliſh which we admire, have 
alſo impreſſed on his face ſome of the indications 
of the bon-vivant, He is ſtill unmarried, having 
hitherto ſcorned the trammels of wedlock, and en- 

. joyed 


joyed the delights of love in the leſs moral way of 
e,, I 
There is not a more influencing ſpeaker in the 
Iriſh Houſe of Commons. HIs voice is ſtrong and 
mellow z. his diftion correct; and his ſtyle ſſuent, 
cppious, moderately N and always above 
mediocrity. On moſt topics he is capable of ſpeak- 
ing in a manner Which always pleaſes, and. fome- 
times inſtructs ; but it is principally upon ſubje&s 
connected with finance, revenue, or commerce, 
that he appears. to the greateſt advantage. TO 
theſe he ſeems: chiefly to have directed his atten- 
tion, and in theſe he has acquired very extenſive 
and uſeful knowlege. , Indeed, wherever clearnefs 
and. * can recommend a ſpeaker to his au- 
ditory, Mr. Corry is calculated to command ap- 
plauſe, for his underſtanding is of the, firſt ela. 
From imagination he derives little aid; his fancy 
is eithen ſterile, 'or he repreſſes its exuberance, for 
in his ſpeeches are to be found few of thoſe flowers 
which decorate the barren track of inveſtigation, 
or beautify the field of dry, diſquifition. His or- 
naments conſiſt in extreme neatneſs of diction, 
ſmoothneſs and fluency of periods, and well-judged 
arrangement of matter. Theſe, added to the correct 
animation of his manner, the round fullneſs of his 
voice, and the effect of a good perſon, procure 
for his opinions a great degree of attention and 
_ It was ſome time ſince 1798 thought that the preſent 
Chancellor of the Iriſh Exchequer. would be raiſed 
to the peerage, and Mr. Corry appointed to ſuc- 
ceed him. That ſuch. an arrangement will take 
place is highly probable, 2 hog ey 
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Ma. Braksronxb is A younger branch of that fa” 


mily, whoſe head is the Marquis of Waterford. 


Educated for the bar, he was called to it ſo early 
as.1 2 and for ſome years practiſed with tolera- 
ble ſucceſs. He was, however, at laſt induced to 


quit that laborious profeſſion, where reward can 
only be obtained by the moſt rigid induſtry, for the 
golden proſpects — _— to him in the field 


of political adventure. ſe proſpects he has 


abundantly realiſed, having raiſed himſelf to high 


office, and ſtill higher influence in the ſtate, ſpread 


his branches over the land, and ſtruck his roots too 


deep in the ſoil to be ſhaken even hy thoſe dreadful 
ſtorms which have lately agitated Ireland. Such 
is his influence, that he is reported to have procur- 
ed for himſelf, and his various family connections, 
places, ſalaries, &c. to the amount of above 40, oool. 
per annum?! | ie | 
For many years back, Mr. Beresford has been at 
the head of the Triſh revenue, in which ſrtuation he 
is ſaid to have acquired and diſplayed a very pro- 
found and extenſive knowlege, not only of the 
affairs of that department, but of the general com- 
merce of the country. That he is a man of buſi- 
neis, and indefatigable induſtry, cannot be denied; 
and that he poſſeſſes talents of ſome kind, is fully 
proved by the ſucceſs which has crowned his en- 
deavours. 


x 


The obtaining from parliament a ſum of money, 


not leſs than half a million, for building, under the 
name of a cuſtom-houſe, a palace, part of which 
he himſelf was to inhabit, eſtabliſhes, beyond con- 
troverſy, the extent of his power, and the ſucceſs 


of his addreſs; while the judicious diſpoſitions 


which he has made, as one of the commiſſioners 
for widening the ſtreets of the capital, gives him 


an indiſputable title to the praiſe of great foreſight 


and ſkill. 
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ſucceſſion of viceroys, with a angle ex» 


3 i Nr Beresford is; ſuppofed to have 
had the ear; they have been governed in a great 


meaſure. by his councils, and they have not proved 


ungrateful to their adviſer. The influence of a 


man thus; circumſtanced, muſt neceſſaril have 


extenſive; it has accordingly, y iouated 


itdelf into every department of the ſtate, and given 


to chat family a degree of Krength w enables 
it aimoſt to dictate to any adminiſtration. One 


viceroy- alone (Lord Fitzwilliam) bas attempted, 


of. late, to. govern. without the Beresfords, and 
the conſequence; was, that be was driven from the 
helm. Had Lord: Cornwallis preſided as a civil 
irate, and thwarted their plans, n. Pro- 
bably, would have felt their power. 

Poſſeſſing ſuch t in the councils 8. the 
country, it is not to be ſuppoſed that Mr. B. ever 


attempts to quarrel with a meaſure recommended 


by adminiſtration. In fad, the Britiſh cabinet is 
ſaid to recommend no project, which has not, in 
the firſt inſtance, been approved by him and a few 
other men of buſineſs 3 know the country. 
The celebrated commercial propoſitions of Mr. 
Ord, in 1785, however, form an exception. The 
* which were made in thoſe propoſitions 


ugh he at length reluctantly nge 
— they miſcarried, as he had very ſagacioull 1 


ſo. much influence in the Iriſh adminiſtration, he 
does not, perſonally, exert himſelf in the Houſe in 


adviſes. He never ſpeaks but on ſubjects relating 
to revenue, or the buſineſs of the commiſſioners 
during the debates on wide ſtreets. When repell · 


ing the inſinuations of improper or corrupt conduct, 


* which he has been ſometimes haraſſed, he 
ſhe ws great anxiety to convince, but his declama- 
tion is unimpaſſioned. His voice is very clear 


* an 


ogland, had not Mr. B's previous concurrence ; 


aged. 
Although Mr. Beresford, and his nl have : 


defending or ſupporting the meaſures which he 
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and. ſufficiently ſtrong, but it wants variety, and 
has no harmony in its tones. His Galen indeed, 
ſimple, but not correct, and never riſes above the 
level of colloquial converſation, 
Even his political enemies allow Mr. Beresford 
to poſſeſs a very amiable private character; for he 
muſt be eonfeſſed to be a good friend, father, and 
huſband. In his perſon, he is tall, and though now | 
an old man, hg is yet florid, erect, and handſome. 
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RIGHT HONOURABLE JOHN FOSTER. 
SPEAKER or THE MOUSE or COMMONS. 


It the poſſeſſon of 4 ſtrong and correct under- 
ſtanding, much general knowledge, and a profound 
acquaintance. with the commercial, manufacturing, 
and agricultural intereſts of his native country, con- 
ſtitute a juſt ground to reſpect, it is due to Mr. Foſ- 
ter.; for undoubtedly one more able, in point of 
intellect, or better informed in the very important 
inſtances we have mentioned, is not to be found 
among the public men of Ireland. e 

John Foſter is the ſon of the late Anthony, Lord 
Chief Baron Foſter. He received, his education at 
the unjverſity of Dublin, where he was contempo- 
rary with the preſent Chancellor, and Mr. Grattan. 
In Michaelmas term, 1766, he Was called ro the, 
Iriſh bar, while his father; the Chief Baron, was: 
yet on the bench. To Mr. Foſter, law was but a 
nominal profeſſion; he applied himſelf to other, 
ſtudies, and no doubt had higher game in view, 
than the humble ſituation of a uring barriſter, 

or even the more digniſied one of a puiſne judge. 
He accordingly turned his mind towards ſtatiſtical 
enquiries; and in the moſt dry and difficult occu - 
pations, perhaps, in which the human mind can be 
3 5 28 employed 
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* employ ed, he made a proficiency to which he now 
owes his elevation to the moſt honourable office 


which a commoner can fill. 1565 
Shortly after his call to the bar, Mr. Foſter was 


returned to ſerve in parliament for the county of 


Louth, and ſoon became as conſpicuous for talents, 
as for knowlege. At that time, indeed, it, was 


leſs difficult to become eminent in an Iriſh Houſe 


of Commons than at preſent, becauſe the field for 


exertion being narrow, much talent, comparatively 
ſpeaking, was not called forth; but in any aſſem- 
bly of legiſlators, this man was qualified to ſhine ; 
and in that of Ireland, the manly wiſdom of his 
ſyſtem of corn laws, a ſyſtem which he began to 
form ſhortly after his coming into parliament, will 
give immortality to his name. From being unable 
to ſupply two-thirds of her people with bread, in 
1770, in conſequence of the-operation of Mr. 
Foſter's plan, his country has not only become 


equal to feed her inhabitants without lying at the 
mercy of other nations, but actually to export 


grain to the amount of 200,000/. annually. 


After the agriculture of the country, the next 
eat object of Mr. Foſter was the Linen manu- 


acture, and this has derived, from his zeal and in- 


telligence, nearly equal benefit with agriculture 
itſelf. His attention to it has been unremitted ; 


and the regulations, from time to time, introduced 
by his advice, have not only greatly encreaſed the 
quantity manufactured and exported, but ſecured 
to Iriſh linens, in foreign countries, a character 


which muſt, for many years, operate powerfully 


in their favour.” l 

During the very period in which Mr. Foſter was 
rendering to Ireland benefits ſo important, his 
name was not merely odious, but even execrated 


among the populace, at leaſt the populace of the 


metropolis. This is not much to the credit of 
popular feeling; but there are ſome circumſtances 
which may account for the fact, notwithſtanding 


that they certainly cannot juſlify it. 
7 : Although 


" 
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ployed in advancing the agriculture and manu- 
factures of the country, he was at the ſame time 


known to be adverſe to every attempt toward 


eſtabliſhing the independence of the legiſlature, 
and abrogating the unjuſt reſtrictions, by which 


Great Britain had fettered the commerce of Ire- 


land. At that time, too, the monufacturers of 


the capital were either ſtarving for want of em- 


ployment, or kept alive by eleemoſynary contribu- 


tions. Protecting duties for theſe famiſhe d arti- 


ſans were called for, and Mr. Foſter oppoſed them 


with all his powers. It was natural that the hun- 


gry ſhould hate the man who thus declared his 
hoſtility to meaſures which it was hoped would 


give them bread.” The remote operation of laws, 
however wiſe, the bulk of the nation could not 


foreſee ; and even if they could foreſee, it would 
not relieve the preſſure of preſent want, or enable 
the famiſhing workman to ſatisfy the calls of na- 


ture. 


be, the populace, reaſoning from what was obvious, 
inſtead of What was remote, looked on him with 
deteſtation; his having declared an opinion agazaſt 
the utility of promoting the ſilk manufacture, was 
another cauſe which raiſed him a hoſt of enemies. 

his prejudice continued for ſeveral: years, and at 
one time, ſuch was the general deteſtation, that it 


was thought neceſſary to give him a guard, for his 
py 


protection. 


In 1785, Mr. Foſter was appointed Chancellor 1 


of the Exchequer; an office, for which his com- 
prehenſive and methodical mind, added to his ex- 
tenſive knowlege of the reſources of the country, 
admirably fitted him. In 1786 he, however, re- 


ſigned the Chancellorſhip, on being chofen ſpeaker . 


of the Houſe of Commons, in which dignified 
ſituation he has ſince continued. At the com- 
mencement of the late parliament, the friends of 
Mr. W. B. Ponſonby made a powerful effort in 

* M ſupport 
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Whatever Mr. Foſter's merits, therefore, might 


4 


ſupport of his. pretenſions to the chair; but they 
were unable to counteract that influence which 
the experience, talents, and information of Mr. 
Foſter deſervedly = him. He was accordingly 
choſen then by a large majority ; and by the pre- 
ſent Houſe. of Commons he was elected without 
oppoſition, moſt of the popular members having 
ſeceded. | 

The duties of this high office are diſcharged by 
him with great ability: Deeply read in the law 
and privileges of parliament, no incident-occurs in 
which he is not able to guide the conduct of the 
houſe, while his punctuality, love of order, and 
good taſte, give facility:to buſineſs, and a decorous 
elegance to legiſlative arrangements. 

As a politician Mr. Foſter ſeems to have acted 
ſteadily upon one principle, that of promoting, to 
the utmoſt of his power, the intereſts of Ireland, fo 
far as thoſe intereſts did not interfere with any 
of the intereſts of Great Britain. Where a com- 
petition could exiſt, he has uniformly been ſwayed 
by the latter. There is another ſtrong feature in 
his political character; he has always proſeſſed 
himſelf adverſe to the admiſſion of Catholics to the 
privileges of the conſtitution. On the bill for al- 
lowing them to vote at elections, he delivered a 
ſpeech againſt that meaſure, confeſſedly the beſt 
which was made in either houſe on the ſubject. 

In private life, Mr. Foſter appears rather high 
bred than affable; diſplaying more of the lofty 
manners of the laſt age, than the eaſy and familiar 
habits of the preſent. His ſtyle of living is mag- 
nificent, and his reliſh for improving inſatiable. To 
thefe cauſes, perhaps, it is to be attributed, that, 
with an income of not leſs than 8000/. per annum, 
he is ſtill an embarraſſed man. Mrs. Foſter was 
created Baroneſs Oriel in 1790. 
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* CHARLES BURNEY, MUS. D. F.R.S. 


THIS. gentleman, whoſe celebrity is equally. 


great in the literary and the muſical world, is a na- 


tive of Shrewſbury, and was born in 1726. He 
received the rudiments of his education at the free 


mar ſchool of that town, aud completed it at 

the public ſchool of Cheſter. At the latter place he 

commenced his muſical ſtudies, under Mr. Baker, 

2 of the cathedral, who was a pupil of Dr. 
low. LF. 

He returned to Shrewſbury about the year 1741, 
and continued the ſtudy of muſic, under his halt- 
brother, Mr. James Burney, who was an eminent 
organiſt and teacher of muſic in that town. 

In 1744 he met with Dr. Arne at Cheſter, who 
perceiving his talents to be reſpectable, prevailed 
upon his friends to ſend him to London. He con- 


tinued to profit under the inſtructions of that cele- 


brated maſter full three years. In 1749, he was 
elected organiſt of St. Diones baek- church, Fen- 
church - ſtreet, with an annual ſalary of only thirty 
pounds; and the ſame year was engaged to take 


the organ- part at the new concert eſtabliſhed at the 


King's-arms, Cornhill, inſtead of that which had 
been held atthe Swan tavern, burnt down the year 
before. At this time he compoſed for Drury-lane 
theatre the following muſical. pieces, viz. Robin 
Hood, a comic opera by Moſes Mendez; and Queen 
Mab, a pantomime; which' laſt had aſtoniſhing tue- 
ceſs, being played every winter for nearly thirty 
years. CT) l | ; 

Being in an ill ſtate of health, which, in the opt- 
nion of his phyſicians, indicated a-conſumption, he 
was prevailed upon to retire into the country. Ac- 
cordingly he went to Lynn Regis, in Norfolk, 
where he was choſen organiſt, with a ſalary of one 
hundred pounds a-year.. Here he continued nine 
years, and formed the deſign of compiling his Ge- 
, neral Hiftory of Muſic. 


[ 
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In volt, his health being eſtabliſhed, he | glady 


returned once more to tbe metropolis, with a large 
and young family, and entered upon his profeſſion 


with an increaſe of profit and reputation. His. 


eldeſt daughter, who was then about eight years 


old, obtained great notioe in the muſical world by ; 


her aſtoniſhing performances on the harpſichord. 


Soon after his arrival in London, he compoſed 


ſeveral much-· admired concertos; and in 1766 he 
brought out at Drury-lane theatre a tranflation of 
Rouſſeau's Devin du Village, which he had executed 


during his reſidence at hoc. en It had, However, 


no great ſucceſs. 


In 1769, he had the honorary Wer of Doctor 


of Muſic conferred upon him by the univerſity of 


Oxford; on which occafion he performed an exer- 
ciſe in the muſical ſchool of that univerſity. This 


exerciſe, conſiſting of an anthem of great length, 


with an overture, airs, recitatives, and choruſes, 
was ſeveral times afterwards performed at the Ox- 
ford muſic meetings; and, under the direction of 
- the famous Emanuel Bach, in St. Katherine 8 
church, Hamburgh. 


The year following he travelled through 9 


and Italy, as well with a view to improvement in 
his profeſſion, as to collect materials for his intend- 


ed Hiſtory of Mufic, an object which he had ſeldom 


out of his mind, from the time he firſt conceived 


the idea of ſuch a work. An 2971, he publifhed 
his © Muſical Tour; or, Preſent State of Muſic in 


France and Italy.“ This work was very well re- 


ceived by the 5 and is ſo good a model for 


travellers to keep their journals by, that Dr. John- 
ſon proteſledly adopted it as his when he viſited the 
Hebrides. ' Speaking of his own book, I bad,” 
ſaid the Doctor, “ that clever dog Burney” 's Muſical 
Tour in my eye“? 

In 1772, he travelled through the Netherlands, 
Germany, and Holland, and in the courſe. of the 


next year he publiſhed an account of his journey in 
F two 
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two volumes octavo. The ſame year be was alſo 
1 Fellow of the Royal Society. . 

1776,. appeared: the firſt yolume.in quarto of | 
*S « eneral History of. Mufic.” The remaining ve- 
lumes of this very elaborate and intelligent work 
were publiſhed at irregular periods; and the five, of 
which it now conſiſts, n completed till the 
year 1789. 
In 1779, at the defire of. Sir John Pringle, Dr. 
Burney drew up for the Philoſophical Tranſactions 
An Account, of Little Cacreu, the Infant Mu- 
ſician, now Profeſſor of, Muſic in the Univerſity of 
Oxford.“ The grand muſical feſtival in 1785, in 
commemoration ef Haxpeu, held: in Weſtminſter 
abbey, was conſidered as deſerving of a particular 
-memoir ; the hiſtorian of muſic was fixed upon as 
the moſt proper perſon. to draw it up. According- 
ly, the ſame. year, a ſplendid volume was publiſhed 
by Dr. Burney, in quarto, for the benefit of the 
wuboablucd. In this work the Doctor diſplayed 
eminent talents as a biographer; and the Life of 
Handel ĩs one of the few: So memoirs which exiſt 
in our language. | 

In 1796, he publiſhed the Life of Metaſlaſio⸗ | 
in three volames, octavo; but. this performanee- 
wants that arrangement and judicious ſelection 
which characteriſe his former publications. Be- 
'fides theſe productions, Dr. Burney, wrote The 
Cunning Man ;”” „An Eſſay towards a Hiſtory of 
Comets; 'v 60 Plan of a Public Muſic School, . 
RET ..+1 
His ae works. in addition to thoſe already 
mentioned, are: Sonatas for two Violins and a 
Baſs, two parts. Six Cornet Pieces, with an Intre- 
quction and Fugue for the Organ. A Cantata and 
Songs. Six Duets for two German Flutes. Six 
Concertos for Violins, &c. in eight parts. Two 
Sonatas for a Piano Forte, Violin, and Violoncello, 
two parts. Six Harpſichord Leſſons; &c. &c. 
Dr. Burney has been twice married, and has had 
eight children, of whom ſeveral have manifeſted 
very ſuperior abilities. 1 
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His eldeſt daughter was celebrated for her extra. 
ordinary muſical powers. * 
The ſecond, Madame D'AnsxAr, is univerſally 
known and admired as the author of Evelina, Ce. 
cilia, and Camilla. n 
The eldeſt: ſon, Aus, ſailed round the world 
with Captain Cooke, and afterwards commanded 
the Briſtol, of 50 guns, in the Eaſt-Indies: he has 
publiſhed ſome judicious tracts on the beſt means of 
defending our iſland againſt an invading enemy. 
The ſecond ſon, Chartes Burnty, LL. D. is 
maſter of a reſpectable academy at Greenwich, and 
well known in the learned world by his profound 
knowledge of the Greek language, and his maſterly 
claſſical criticiſms in the Moathly Review. | 
For many years Doctor Buzxxey reſided in the 
houſe (No. 36, St. Martin's-ſtreet, Leiceſter-fields) 
formerly occupied by Sir Iſaac Newton; during the 
Laſt ten he has inhabited an elegant ſuit of apart- 
ments in Chelſea college, where he enjoys a hand- 
ſome independency. He ſtill ſpends — hours 
every day in his library, which is ſtored with a great 
variety of valuable and curious books, many of 
them collected during his travels. | Dy 


— 
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WILLIAM HERSCHEL, LL.D. F. R. 8. 


THIS country has the faireſt right to enrol the 
ſubject of the preſent article in the number of her 
ornaments, as his extraordinary abilities have been 
brought into action, ſtrengthened, and properly 
directed, under the auſpices of the Britiſh ſove- 
# 6-154 175 as 

. William Herſchel is a native of Hanover, 
and was born November 15, 1738. He was the 


ſecond of four ſons, all of whom were brought up 
; to 
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fe In addition to theſe, Mr. Herſchel, ſenior, 
had two daughters; and therefore, burdened with 
fo large a family, and in a-poor country too, it is 
not at all a matter. of wonder that the education 
which he beſtowed on his children was but ſcanty. 
Finding, however, in William a lively and inquiſi- 
tive. genius, beyond what appeared in the other 
ſons, he gave him the advantage of. a French maſ- 


ter, under whom he made a rapid progreſs in the 


' attainment of that language. Luckily, the tutor 
had a metaphyſical head, and ſo fond was he of his 
favourite ſtudy, as well as thoſe branches of ſcience- 
which are connected with it, that he was deſirous 
of making his pupil acquainted therewith. From 
this worthy man young Herſchel gained a tolerable 
knowledge of logic, ethics, and metaphyſics; and 
his attainments therein excited in his mind a ſtrong 
and inſatiable thirſt for learning, with the com- 


mendable reſolution of exerting himſelf to the ut- 


molt to ĩmprove his ſtock of intellectual treaſures. 
Theſe, indeed, were all his inheritance; except a 
muſical inſtrument, and ſome manuſcript. muſic. 
With this ſtore, unpromiſing as it. was, our adven- 
turer bade adieu to his native country while the 
flames of war were ſpreading around it, and ar- 
rived in London in the year 1759. Here he was 
loſt in the crowd of candidates for employment, 


and we may well ſuppoſe that his ſituation in a 


ſtrange country, without friends, and in but indif- 
ferent circumſtances, muſt have been both painful 
and irkſome. Mr. Herſchel had not only a: ſteady 
but a virtuous mind. Hereby he was enabled not 
only to bear up with fortitude againſt diſappoint- 
ments, but to perſevere with alacrity m improving 
himſelf in an occupation, which hardly ſeemed to 
promiſe him a comfortable ſubſiſtence. 

Finding but little proſpect of ſucceeding to his 


- wiſh in the metropolis, he prudently reſolved upon 


going. into the country; where muſical profeſſors 
being few, the chance of ſucceſs muſt be the * 
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Aſter viſiting different places in the north of Pos ; 
Jand, his good fortune brought him to Halifax, 
where an _ organiſt being wanted, his merits were 
tried, and he procured the appointment. Here-he 
alſo taught muſic with approbation and profit. The 
love of learning till prevailed, and at this place he 
devoted his ſpare hours to the ſtudy of the lan- 
guages, beginning with the Italian, on account of 
its intimate connection with his profeſſion. From 


the Italian he proceeded to the Latin, in which he 


made an eminent progreſs. He then attempted the 
| Greek, but after a little application he abandoned 
the ſtudy of this language, conſidering It as too ary 
and abſtracted for his purpoſe. 

In theſe purſuits Mr. Herſchel was A ſelf- 
taught; and he holds out, in conſequence, an ex- 
cellent and pertinent example to thoſe young per- 
ſons whoſe education has been cireumſeribed within 
common limits, through the penury or narrow- 
mindedneſs of their friends. 

A determined heart, and perſevering ten, 
we fee, from this inſtance, will overcome obſtacles 
that are apparently inſurmountable. 

But it was not to the dead and living languages 
only that Mr. Herſchel bent his ardent ànd reſolute 
mind. He attempted to gain a knowledge of the 
"moſt abſtruſe ſciences. His firſt effort was to make 
himſelf maſter of the theory of harmonies ; and it is 
-- obſervable, that the book which he made choice of 
ſor this purpoſe, was no other than the profound and 
mtricate treatife of the learned Dr. Smith upon that 

ſubject. He got through this work, however, with- 
out any affiſtance ; and ſo great was the pleaſure 
"which he derived from it, that he reſolved upon 
ſtudying the other branches of mathematical learn- 
ing. He began with algebra, which he ſoon maſ- 
tered ; thence he proceeded to Enclid, and ſo on to 
-Nuxions. The ground- work being thus laid, the 
* ſtudy of the other ſciences became eaſy. 
lis fitvation at Halifax was favourable to his 


" grammatical and mathematical purſuits ; and it is 
* | well 
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A bet he chus laid in a thorough ſtock of ſound 
ended e in what may be called his retirement. 
In 1766 he exchanged this place for one of a very 
different deſeription, being eleded organiſt to the 
Octagon chapel at Bath. Here he entered at once 
upon: a great round of profeſſional buſineſs, per- 
forming at the rooms, theatre, oratorios, and pub- 
lic an private concerts, beſides having a great 
number of pupils. In ſuch a hurry of employ- 
ment, and in the immediate circle of luxury and 
amuſement, very few men of Mr. Herſchel's pro- 
feſſion and age would have found time to purſue 
ſtudies ſeemingly ſo unprofitable and unintereſting: 
25. mathematics. 

80 far, however, from relaxing in his ſcientific 
Ace he purſued them with mcrealing ardour, 
and aſter a day of hard labour, he commonly re- 
tired at night to his mathematical books, and ſpent 
| mp0? hours in an unwearied attention to the moſt: 
ſe queſtions in geometry and fluxions. 

In the Ladies“ Diary, for 1780, appeared an ele- 
gant and profound anſwer by him to a very diffi- 
. cult prize - queſfion, reſpecting the vibrations of a: 
muſical chord loaded in the middle with a ſmall 
weight. 
About this time Ys! ſtudies were chiefly directed 
to optics and aſtronomy; The pleaſure which he 
had experienced from viewing the heavens through 
a two-feet Gregorian teleſcope, which he borrowed 

at Bath, 1 deſirous of poſſeflix ing a complete 
ſet of aſtronomical inſtruments. His firſt object 
was tõ get a larger teleſcope; and being ignorant 
of the price at which ſuch inſtruments are ufually 
charged, he deſired a friend in London to buy ore 
for him. This gentleman, ſurpriſed at the ſum de- 
manded for the teleſcope, declined purchaſing it till 
he.had informed Mr. Herſchel of the circumſtance. 
Our aſtronomer's aſtoniſhment was equal to that of 
his friend's; but inſtead of. dropping his purſuit, he 
formed what many would have regarded as a moſt 


romantic reſolution, that of making a teleſcope for + 
| M 3, himſelf. 
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himſelf. He did not content himſelf with a ſpecn- 
lative idea, but from the ſcanty inſtructions he could 
gather out of optical treatiſes, actually ſet about 
this arduous undertaking. Diſappointment ſucceed» 
ed diſappointment ;_ but all this only ſerved to act as 
a ſtimulus to his ardent mind, and at length his 
perſeverance was crowned with ſuch ſucceſs, that, 
in 1774, he enjoyed the exquifite ſatisfaction of 
beholding the heavens through a five-feet Newtonian 
reflector of his own workmanſhip. Our modern 
Galileo did not reſt at this attainment, great as it 
was, but, with a landable ambition, fet about mak- 
ing inſtruments of a greater magnitude than had 
hitherto been known. After conſtructing thoſe of 
ſeven, and even ten feet, he thought of forming 
one not leſs than double the latter fize. So great 
was his patience, ſo determmed his perſeverance, 
that in perfecting the parabolical figure of a ſeven- 
feet teleſcope, he did not make leſs than two hun- 
dred ſpecula before he obtained one that would 
bear any e that was applied to it. : 
While he was thus laborioufly employed in his. 
mathematical purſuits, he did not negle@- the im- 
mediate duties of his profeſſion. Yet fo much did 
his new occupation engage his mind, that he has 
frequently ſtolen from the theatre or the again Ih 


room to look at the ſtars, and then return again ing 
time to bear his part among the muſical performers 
'This conſtancy to Urania was at length moſt boun- 
tifully rewarded, by the diſcovery of a yew planet 
in our ſyſtem, to which he gave the name, of Geor- 
gium Simus ; but which foreign aſtronomees have ge- 
verally termed Herſchel. ' By 
Ibis important diſcovery was made in the night 
of the 13th of March, 1781. It was by no means 
a mere accidental circumſtance which favoured our 
- aſtronomer with the view of this planet; but the 
reſult of a regular, patient, and ſcientific chain of 
obſervations. When he firſt ſaw it, he was not 
yaite certain that it belonged to our ſyſtem; but a 
cloſer 


4 


cloſer enquiry enabled him to aſcertain with exact- 
_ neſs its planetary diſk, as wellas its motion. 
This diſcovery was communicated the fame year 
to the Royal Society; and in conſequence of it, 
Mr. Herſchel was unanimouſly elected a member, 
and had the annnal gold medal beſtowed upon him 
for his ſervice to the intereſts of ſcience. 
The year following his Majeſty took him under 
his immediate patronage, 4 conſtituted him his 


aſtronomer, with a handſome penſion. On this he 


quitted Bath and his muſical mſtruments, and 
went to live at Slough near Windſor, at a-houſe ap- 
pointed for him by his royal maſter. | 

Here he was enabled to carry on his project: 
with vigour, and thoſe which had hitherto failed of 
<6c were now brought to perfection. While at 

ath, he. bad formed the bold ſcheme of. conſtruct- 
ing a teleſcope. of thirty feet, and actually made ſe- 
veral trials to carry his object into effect. But 
though he failed there, ſince his reſidenee at Wind- 
ſor he has far exceeded this deſign, and completed 
an inſtrument of no leſs than forty ! The irregula- 
rities in the, ſpeculum, and the impoſſibility of ren- 
dering the parts of ſo enormous an inſtrument as 
this mathematically exact, have hitherto prevented 
his being able to make any actual obſervations with 
it. It is avulgarerror, that the diſcoveries of Dr. 


Herſchel. have been occaſioned by the enormous 


magnifying power of his teleſcope ; the fact is, that 
no ſuch large power is neceſſary, or uſeful ; and 
that all Dr. Herſchel's diſcoveries have been made 
with reflectors of from ten to twenty feet, and with 
powers of from 60 to three hundred. His diſcoveries. 
are to be aſcribed to.his-laudable perſeverance, and 
not to the ſize of his great teleſcope, which is rather 
an object of curioſity than of utility. 

In 1783 he diſcovered a vokanic mountain in. 
the moon, and in 1787 made further obſervations 
upon that planet, and found two others therein, 
which emitted fire from their ſummits. In proſe- 
euting his enquiries reſpecting his own planet (if 

| we 
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we may be allowed ſo to expreſs ourſelves, ) be has 
diſcovered it to be rounded with rings, and to 
1 ſix ſatellites. | 

For all theſe important additions: to the ſtock of 
e knowledge, our aſtronomer bad the ho- 
nour of receiving from the univerſity of Oxford 
the degree of a Doctor of laws; which is the more 
ereditable, as that learned dody i is very ſparing of 
its academic honours upon perſons who have not 
been educated within its walls. 

Dr. Herſchel has been a regular contributor to 
the Philoſophical Tranſactions ever ſince his firſt 
communication in 1781, reſpecting his diſcovery of 
the new planet. Some of his papers are extremely 
curious; and he has hazarded a few bold conjec- 
tures reſpecting the fun, and other planetary Bodies, 
which would hardly have been received from a leſs 
accurate obſerver. 
In his aſtronomical purſuits the doQor is mater 
ally aſſiſted by his ſiſter, Miſs Caroline Herſchel, 
who has diſtinguiſhed herſelf greatly by her applica- 
tion to this ſublime ſtudy, and has communicated to 
the Royal Society ſome very ingenious reports of 
obſervations made by her upon the ſtarry orbs. 

Dr. Herſchel is a man of unaſſuming manners, a 
free, communicative, | and pleaſant companion; 
and enjoys that vigour of conſtitution which is ſo 
eſfential to an aſtronomical obſerver in a climate 
like that of England. It may be hoped, that his 
name will endure as long as the planetary ſyſtem, to 
Nn which he has devoted his life. 
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-. 182 native of London, and ſon of Edward 
Groſe, Eſq. Being defigned for the bar, he was 

| n of Lincoln's _ in — term, 1756. 
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In a ſhort time he diſcoveed very reſpetable profef. 
fional abilities, and eſtabliſned a character which 
ſoon procured him an extenſive ſhare of buſineſs. 
Aſter about eight year's practice as a barriſter, 
he was called to the degree of ſerjeant, and being 
conſidered as a ſound lawyer, on the deceaſe of 
that moſt reſpectable man, the late patriotic Ser- 
jeant Glynn, he took the lead in the court of Com- 
mon Pleas. Mr: Groſe had the happineſs of unit- 
ing what very few attain, the talent of a ſpecial 
pleader with a conſiderable. portion of eloquence. 
In 1787, without the intervention of great friends, 
powerful alliantes, or parliamentary intereſt, he 
was raiſed to a ſeat in the court of King's Bench, 


of which he is now the third judge: and ſoon after 


this promotion his majeſty conferred the honour of 
knighthood upon him. ; 

In his judicial capacity, he has condudted him- 
elf ſo as to avoid reflection or reproach ; and this, 
m the preſent times, evinees no ſmall degree of in- 
tegrity. Being entirely unconnected with political 
parties, he cannot reaſonably hope to ſucceed td 
the Chief Juſticeſhip of either of the courts, and. 
therefore has no other object in view but to diſ- 
penfe; juſtice with credit to himſelf and advantage 
to the- public ; for he is now arrived at what to 
him may be looked on as the ne Plus ultra of his 
profeiiion. = b 


MR. k EMB I. E, 


- . FS brother to the celebrated actreſs, Mrs. Sid- 
dons, and the eldeſt ſon of Mr. Roger Kemble, who 
was many years manager of an itinerant company 

of comedians. 
When a boy, Mr. K. uſed to aper on his fa- 
ther's ſtage in ſuch characters as ſuited his age, but 
Was 
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was not by him deligney for a theatrical life. The 
Kemble family are Catholic, and the old gentleman 
placed his fon John at a Roman Catholic academy 
in Staffordſhire ; whence he was ſent to the Engliſh 
college at Douay, in order to be qualified for the 
church. | Mes 
. While there, he was equally noted for the ſtrength 
of his memory, and admired for his happy mode 
of delivery. pd, te it pig | 
But being at length tired of the college tram- 
mels, he forſook his ſtudies, and returned to Eng- 


land, before the age of twenty, without his father's 
conſent. Having landed at Briſtol, he walked to 


Glouceſter, where hearing that. the Company was 
at Brecknock, he proceeded thither, but met with 
a cool reception; his father, indeed, actually re- 
fuſed to relieve him; but the actors generouſly aſ- 
ſiſted him with money, by way of ſubſcription, to 
which his father, according to a report, which we 
truſt is unfounded, was with difficulty perſuaded to 
add a gumea!  - | 

On this, he returned to Glouceſterthire with his 
pittance, and joined Chamberlin's company, , with 
whom he made his firſt eſſay on the ſtage of a ſmall 
town in that country. His profits from this were 
ſcanty and his diſtreſs great, which ſometimes in- 
volved him in rather ludicrous ſituations. 

Kemble's chief fault ſeemed to be an unaccount- 
able negligence, but he was ſtill looked on as a 
rifing ator. In hopes of procuring more profit 
and reputation than his preſent ſituation afforded 
him, he joined with he manager of Cheltenham 
theatre, in oder to give a miſcellaneous entertain- 
ment. Young Kemble was to lecture, and his 
partner to entertain the company with /light-of- 
hand tricks ! Kemble obtained great eredit by his 
eloquence, but neither of them gained much mo- 
ney; and we have only to lament, that ſuch men 
ſhould have been reduced fo low by the frowns of 


the fickle goddeſs. 
| After 
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Aſter this, our theatrical hero joined a company 
at Worceſter, where he remained until his ſiſter 
introduced him to Mr. Younger ; from which time 


he gradually improved, until he obtained a high 


gree-of eminence in his. profeſſion. 

About this period he produced “ Belifarius,”” 
a tragedy, and a poem called «© The Palace of 
Mercy.” 2 2 ö 
From Younger's company he was introduced to 


chat of Mr. Wilkinſon, at York ; who being ap- 


pointed manager at Edinburgh, took him along 
with him ; there he was well received, and deliver- 


ed a lefure on oratory, which gained him reputation 


as a man of letters. 


Mr. Kemble played iv Dublin in r782, at Smock- 


alley theatre, and ſucceeded admirably, particular- 
ly in jephſon's Count of Narbonne. His ſiſter 
ſoon after procured him an engagement at Drury- 
lane theatre. a | / 

His firlt appearance in the metropolis was in Ham- 
let, and but few firſt appearances m London have 


given 1 ſatis faction. His ſolemn demeanor 


— 


and ſtyle of acting are admirably ſuited to the cha- 
racter. He has often repeated it, but always in an 
improved ſtate; and his Hamlet is now, perhaps, 
as finiſhed à portrait as any on the ſtage. Since 
that period he has performed a great variety of 


tragic characters, always reſpectably, and ſome 


times with acknowledged excellence. 

His perſon, action, and deportment, joined to a 
diſtin& and claſſical utterance, fit bim particularly 
for a tragedian. The pathetic complaints of Jaf- 
fier are, however, delivered with tarpor, nor is his 


voice equal to the burſts of rage in Richard, or 
Macbeth. In the lover he is alſo defective; but in 


the deſpair of Beverly, the jealouſy of Othello, and 
the inquietude of royal John, he is peculiarly ſuc- 
ceſsful. His great fault is the always aiming at be- 
ing original, in which he frequently fails; but yet 


in thoſe attempts he ſometimes ſtrikes out new 
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beauties. On the whole, he is one of the all per- 
Formers'of the preſent day. 

Mr. Kemble has 'produced: a farce called the 
Projects, and has altered Bickerſtaff's comedy 
of « *Tis Well it's no Worſe, into a farce: called 
the « Pannel;” as well as Louvet's “ Lodoiſka; 
* He has alſo fitted the old play of L in —_— 
-  Malks” for the modern ſtage. 


On Mr: King's. quitting the management of 


Drury-lane, Mr. Kemble was appointed his ſue- 
oeſſor; but it is certain the houſe under his control 
was not very ſucceſsful : this, however, may be at- 


tributed partly to want of taſte in the town, and 


partly to want of countenance in a certain quarter; 
for he aſſuredly poſſeſſes the talents requiſite to- 
judge of new pieces, and a ſufficieat knowledge 

of the ſtage to get up ſuch as are old in the belt: 
manner. 


Mr. Kemble arte the rea; of the lice Mr. 


Brereton. It is ſaid that the daughter of a deceaſ- 
ed miniſter of ſtate was ſtrongly attached to him, 
which coming to the father's ears, he prudently 
offered a fortune of 3000l. on condition he would 
marry, immediately, any lady he liked. He ac- 


cordingly caſt his eyes on Mrs. Brereton, and — . 
ſecured to himſelf a conſiderable acceſſion nk for-- 


-tune, and A moſt. excellent wife. 
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| THIS. dy, fo well known, and ſo much re- 
ſpected in the literary world, is the only daughter 
of the reverend Mr. Seward, re&or of Eyam, in 
Derbyſhire; prebendary and W of 
Litchfield. 
Being an author himſelf, he was fond of giving 
his daughter a taſte for letters, particularly poetry ; 
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and at the early age of three years ſhe could repeat 
the n of Milton: and at nine ſhe could 
recite the three firſt books of Paradiſe Loſt with 
ſpirit and propriety. About the ſame age ſhe con- 
verted ſeveral of the pſalms into Engliſh verſe. 

But her mother not approving this turn for 
poetry, perſuaded her to relinquiſh ** literary pur- 
ſuits; ſhe till, however, indulged now and then in 
her beloved occupation, and ſacrificed by ſtealth to 
the muſes. 3 

A friend of the family happening to doubt whe- 
ther the poems fhewn as her's had not received 
ſome paternal aſſiſtance, he called one evening 
when he knew her father was abſent, and requeſt- 
ed the young lady to favour him with a few lines 
on àny ſubject, adding Let me write a ſtanza, 
and you finiſh it;“ he accordingly indited one, 
and left her: on the ſucceeding morning ſhe pre- 
ſented him with ſome verſes, which convinced him 
of her merit and his own injuſtice. 

On the death of an only and beloved ſiſter, which 
happened a few years after; ſhe wrote an Elegy as 
the was fitting in the garden. Other poems flowed 
rapidly from her pen; and becoming acquainted - 
with the late Lady Miller, of Bath-Eaſton, ſhe 
was a frequent and ſucceſsful candidate for the 
prize beſtowed at that villa. | 
Fler firſt regular publication was a beautifu 
Elegy on the death of Captain Cook, which, with 
an * Ode to the Sun“ (a Bath-Eaſton prize poem), 
were publiſhed in quarto (1780). In the courſe 
of the next year, ſhe compoſed a Monody“ on 
her friend Major Andre. Theſe two productions 
induced Dr. Darwin to ſay, that ſhe was the in- 
ventreſs of * epic elegy.” Since that period, the 
has written A Poem to the Memory of Lady 
Miller ;”* „ Louiſa,” a poetical novel; an Ode on 
« General Elliot's return from Gibralter;“ and 
« Llangollen Vale.” A eee 
. Miſs, Seward has alſo diſtinguiſhed herſelf as 
a tranſlator, for fhe has cloathed one of the moſt 

= 8 - elegant 


258 RARL OF CLARE. | 


elegant of the Latin poets in an Engliſh dreſs, 
having preſented the public with a new verſion of 
ſeveral of the Odes of Horace. They have been 
thought ſomewhat too diffuſe, but are allowed to 
exhibit proofs of a claſſical taſte and fine imagi- 
nation. 5 7 | 4 
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WHETHER we confider the importance re- 
ſulting from official fituation, or that which great 
activity, conſiderable talents, and indefatigable 
zeal, always attach to their poſſeſſor, this noble- 
man is certainly the firſt man in Iriſh admi- 
niſtration. Whatever may be the fate of that un- 
happy country, ſo far as that fate is influenced by 
the preſent conteſt, it may be fairly attributed to 
his wiſdom or to his weakneſs, to his firmneſs or 
to his folly. | 175 e 

Lord Clare, although now occupying the higheſt 
law-office in Ireland, and poſſeſſing almoſt unlimit- 
ed iauence. in its councils, cannot boaſt a long 
line of noble anceſtors, 0 ö 
| He is temoved but two degrees from à man in 
the humbleſt walk of ſociety—a catholic peaſant— 
whoſe life was diſtinguiſhed only by a gradual tran- 
ſition from extreme poverty to an honourable com- 
petency, and that too acquired by uſeful induſtry. 
With the change produced in the circumſtances 
of the family, a change ſeems to have alſo taken 
Place in its-creed, for while yet a very young man, 
we find the late Mr. Fitzgibbon, his lordſhip's 
father, a ſtaunt and zealous proteſtant. It is ſaid, 
however, that he was originally deſtined to officiate 
at a popith altar, and that he had actually yes 
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the education which was conſidered neceſſary to + 
.fit him for that ſtation, If this account be true, it | 
is at leaſt certain that either the maturity of his 
judgment, or a change in his views, ſoon made him 
recan his errors; for e was yet in early life, when 
he was called to the Iriſh bar, to which catholics 
were then inadmiſſible, and at which he afterwards 
became a highly- eſteemed and ſucceſsful pleader. 
During that period, the buſineſs of the courts 
was monopolized by a few eminent barriſters ; but 
the. talents and the induſtry of Mr. Fitzgibbon 
forced him forward in ſpite of envy; and in a few 
years he himſelf became one of thoſe who, in ſome 
_ reſpeds, claimed all the honours and the emolu- 
ments of the profeſſion. So ſucceſsful indeed was 
he, that in che courſe of a life not uncommonly 
long, he is {aid to have realiſed a fortune of nearly 
80001. per annum. | 
Of this gentleman, Lord Clare was the only ſon. 
A profeſſion in which the father had been ſo ſuc- 
ceſsful was naturally choſen by him for a favourite 
child, who was to ſupport the future fortunes and 
honours of the family. He was accordingly en- 
tered at an early age a ſtudent of the univerſity of 
Dublin, where he was contemporary with ſome of 
the moſt celebrated men who have diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves in all the recent and important tranſac- 
tions that have occurred in Ireland; ſuch as the 
late Mr. Flood, Mr. Grattan, Mr. Foſter the pre- 
ſent ſpeaker of the Iriſh Commons, &c. He is yet 
remembered by ſome of the old members of that 
that ſeminary, on account of the ability and induſ- 
try which even then marked his character. 
Having completed his courſe of collegiate ſtu- 
dies, __ kept his terms at the Temple, he was at 
length called to the Iriſh bar, with advantages pol- 
ſeſſed by few at the outſet of life, and theſe were 
ſupported by a high character, and a fortune 
which, even independent of any encreaſe from the 
ſucceſs of forenſic labours, ſecured to him ſome- 
thing infinitely beyond a competence. Affluence, 
ME = however, 
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however, did not produce in Mr. Fitzgibbon what 
is too commonly its effect on the youthful mind 

an indolent apathy. His aſſiduity in profeſſional 
Paris was not exceeded by any of his rivals at 
the bar; and though there was no man who drank 
more deeply of the cup of pleaſure, yet few toiled 
rkhrough more 'bufineſs, or in the diſcharge of it 
diſplayed more of chat accuracy of knowledge 
-* which is the reſult only of attentive induſtry. 

It was by the obſervance of a rule of Hife which 
none but ſtrong minds have ever preſeribed to 
themſelves, namely, “to ſuffer no portion of time 
to paſs without filling it either with buſineſs or with 
pleaſure, that Mr. F. was enabled to unite thoſe 
generally incompatible purſuits. With ſuch ap- 
\plication, and with talents certainly above the 
common level, though perhaps far below that at 
which his friends would pore: them, he ſoon roſe . 
0 eminence: 

In the Houſe of e of which ke docu 
— ſhortly aſter his call to the bar, by the 
- operation of this principle, aided by a kind of elo- 
- quence, which, though it was neither very brilliant 
nor very perſuaſive, yet being accompanied 'by a. 
-eertain air of confident ſuperiority, a conſiderable 
effect was produced; and he was ſoon eſteemed 
one of the moſt ethcient ſupporters of the party he 
eſpouſed. N 

Without affeding. popularity at any ithve;: he 
launched into political life, uninvited and un- 
bought, the partiſan of the court, and the profefſ- 
ed contemner of the profanum woiu/gus + in this ſen- 
timent he has been wonderfully oonſiſtent. From 
bis firſt entrance he has not, in one ſingle in- 
ſtance, ſtarted from the track before! him. His 
conduct has been marked by an unvaried and uni- 
form ſupport of the Britifh- cabinet, and an avow- 
ed, perhaps a revolting contempt, for the princi- 
ples, motives, and objects, of what has deen — 
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He had not heen long in parliament, before the 
calanitics brqught upon Ireland, by the continu- 
ance o the American conteſt, rendered it neceſſary. 
to ſeek; in an enlargement of, her commerce, for 
ſame; remedy "gol A. general bankruptcy. The 

Commons, urged by the cries of a famiſhing peo- 
ple, called for whas was then denominated a free 
1 trade, and Mr. F. much to his honour, did. not - 
Yooſe the application. The, defenceleſs ſtate in 

ich the 1 had been ft, by drawing off 
the troops to ſerve on a diſtant continent, ſu eſted 
to the r the neceſſity of arming for ſelf- 
defence. Mr. F. appeared in the ranks as a pri- 
vate; but it. would be unjuſt to charge him witn 
participating in thoſe high-flown ſentiments of na- 
tional pride, and love of freedom, which ſoon ber 
gan to actuate the volunteer army, and which no 
doubt gave ſome firength to the ſubſequent declara-, 
tion of legiflative independence by the Iriſh parlia- 
ment. He rather ſeemed to be carried forward by 
the irreſiſtible impulſe of national ſentiment, than 
to have advanced with it toward the goal, Ac-, 
cordingly, when an occaſion. occurred of retiring . 
without diſhonour from a cauſe ſo little congenial to 
his principles, he ſeparated from the vulgar herd. 

The moment choſen by him was during the diſcuſ- 
ſion of the long - a 8 queſlion, relative to the 
$IMPLE REPEAL of the fixth of Geo. III. From 
that time to the preſent he has continued the zea- 
lous advocate ſor a ſtrong and energetic govern- 
ment, and the powerful opponent of every man 
who attempted to Free or innovate on preſent 
eſtabliſuments. 

When Mr. Scott was CERA | Chief Juſtice of. 
the King's Bench in Ireland, Mr. Fitzgibbon ſuc- 

ceeded Bim as Attorney - general. No man was ever 
better fitted for the office. His firmneſs, his confi-, 
dence in his own powers, aud the bold tone with 
which he hurled defiance at his parliamentary op- 
ponents, on every queſtion connected with legal or 
conſtitutional knowledge, often appalled. the minor 

members 
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members of oppoſition, and ſometimes kept even 
their chiefs at bay. Theſe qualities, however, did 
not always conſtitute a ſure defence. The repulſe 
which on one memorable evening of debate he ex- 
erienced on the part of the preſent Lon, then 

. O'Neil, of Shane's Caſtle, whoſe manly and 


honeſt mind caught fire at the haughty and dictato- 


rial language with which the attorney-general- had 
dared to addreſs him, is remembered by thoſe who 
were then converſant in the politics of the day, and 
probably will not ſoon be forgotten. 25 
But though this daring, and, as it is often called, 
overbearing ſpirit, did ſometimes miſcarry, in gene- 
ral it enſured. him ſuccefs. A remarkable inſtance 


of its efficacy occurred at a time when the minds 
of the people were extremely agitated by the reject- 


ing of their petitions for reform, and for protecting 
duties. At a moment when the ferment ſeemed to 
have ariſen to a oy gens height, an aggre- 


gate meeting of all the inhabitants of the metropolis 


was, on a requiſition of ſeveral reſpeQable perſons, 
convened by the high ſheriffs of Dublin. The at- 


torney-general was then the moſt unpopular man in 
the country; and the mob had for ſome time been 


in the habits of 2 perſonal inſult to thoſe 


whom they ſuſpected o 
wiſhes. Unawed, however, by theſe circumſtances, 
| Mr. F. attended only by one or two friends, made 
his way through the crowd, reached the huſtings, 
interrupted a popular orator in the midſt of his ha- 
rangue, told the ſheriffs that they had acted illegally 


in calling the meeting, commanded- them to leave 


the chair, and threatened them with an information 
_ ex officio* if they preſumed to continue in it. He 
then left the aſtoniſhed afſembly, amidſt the hiſſes 
of the mob; and the ſheriffs inſtantly diſſolved the 
nieeting. | 7 A Fn 


' Hitherto Mr. F. had acted with an adminiftration 
which poſſeſſed both the power and the will to re- 


* A proſecution' without the intervention of a Grand Jury, 


being adverſe to their 
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ward his exertions. When the event of the wy, by N 
illneſs,” in 1789, unhinged the Iriſh government, he 


ſtood in different circumſtances. On that occaſion, 
a majority of the parliament, among whom were 
many of the oldeſt ſervants of the crown, declared 
for the right of Ireland, as an independent country, 
to chooſe its own regent. The Britiſh cabinet con- 
troverted that right, and inſiſted that the regent 
choſen by the Britiſh Parliament ſhould be the re- 
nt for both countries. Mr. F. though no longer 
upported by a majority, remained firm to his Eng- 
liſh friends, and reſiſted with his wonted boldnels, 
not only the voice of the people, but what was of 
more immediate concern, a vaſt parliamentary ma- 


jority. The unexpected recovery of his Majeſty, 


to Mr. F. certainly an happy event, rewarded his 


ſuperior wiſdom, or his greater foreſight ; for on 


Lord Lifford's death, he was created a baron, and 
appointed Chancellor: it is alſo not a little memor- 
able, that he is the firſt Iriſhman who has filled that 
important office ! LEY 

So far as reſpects juſtice, the country has had no 
reaſon to lament his appointment, for his activity 
and diſpatch have made chancery-ſuits almoſt ceaſe 
to be an inheritance. He has baniſhed chicane and 
unnecefſary delay from his court; and though his 
decrees may ſometimes be blamed as premature, 
the paucity of appeals ſeems to augur, that all com- 
plaint on this ſcore is groundleſs. | 

Since his elevation to the bench and the peerage, 


he has had repeated opportunities of diſplaying his 


former ſpirit, and expreſſing, with even more effect 
than before; his deteſtation of popular claims, and 
particularly, that of reform. He has  ſhewn an 


equal abhorrence of the - catholic pretenſions to 


ſbare in the privileges of the conſtitution. Of their 
claim to the repreſentative franchiſe, it is known 
that he was the decided enemy; and though by the 
paternal regard of his majeſty, and the prudence of 


the Britiſh cabinet, the conceſſion of that privilege . 


was recommended to the Iriſh legiſlature, and 
| adopted 
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264 MR. CUNBERLAND. 
adopted in conſequence of that recommendation, 7 


yet hi opinion remained unchanged. - With reſpect 
to ſubſequent claims, the Britiſh miniſtry have Paid 


more attention to his advice. 


His Lordſhip was lately in London, and was re- 
ported to have left the ſeals in commiſſion, in order 
to complete a plan which at one time would have 

been viewed with diſlike by both countries. But 


ſuch is now the miſerable ſtate of his native land, 


that any change muſt be for the better; and if an 


von is attended with nothing elſe than a ceſſation 
of carnage, every good man muſt ee at the 
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RICHARD CUMBERLAND, ESQ. 

18 the ſonof Dr. Deniſon Cumberland, late Bi 
ſhop: of Clonfert and Killaloe, in Ireland, and 
grandſon of the learned Engliſh divine, Dr. ich. 
ard Cumberland; Biſhop of Peterborough, author 


of a treatiſe on the Law of Nature, Origines Gentium, 
c. By the mother's fide he is grandſon of the ce- 


| lebrated critic Dr. Richard Bentley. 


© Mr. Cumberland was educated at Trinity college, 
Cambridge, where he took the degree of B. A. 


By the friendſhip of the late Lord Sackville, better 
known by the title of Lord George Germaine, he 
was introduced to the office of Trade and Planta- 


tions, where he ſucceeded the late Mr. Pownal as 
ſecretary, in which poſt he continued until the ſup- 
preſſion of that appointment by Mr. Burke's "dill, 
when he retired on a penſion. 

Mr. Cumberland, while a very young man, wrote 


| ſome verſes on the birth of the Prince of Wales. 


His firſt publication was the © Baniſhment of Ci- 
reels which was refuſed by Mr. Garrick, but ap- 


peared 


* 
- * 
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peared in print in 1961. This ſhould have been ra- 
her called a dramatic poem than a tragedy. |, 
The“ Summer's Tale,” and the Brothers,” 
- two comedies, were his next productions; but nei- 
ther of them have added much to his reputation. 
In. 1771, he was reconciled to Garrick, with 
whom he had been on bad terms ever ſince the re- 
fuſal of his tragedy, and that ,gentleman brought 
out his Weſt Indian” in a capital ſtyle. This 
piece has ſtamped Mr. Cumberland's character as 
an excellent dramatic writer, and it is certainly one 
of the moſt ſterling comedies on the Engliſh ſtage. 
He now began to be eſteemed one of the beſt 
dramatic writers of the' age, and alſo one of the 
moſt prolific ; for next year he produced the 
« Faſhionable Lover,” which was well received: 
as was likewiſe, in 1774, his lively farce called the 
« Fate 'of Pandora, or a Trip to Newmarket.”” 
His “ Choleric Man,“ which came forth in 1775, 
is aid to have ſome affinity to Sir Richard Steele's 
Tender Huſband : his Battle of Haſtings,” a tra- 

edy, was rather badly received. In 1776, he pub- 
ſhed a thin quarto volume of Odes. 1 

About the year 1780, he was ſent on national 
buſineſs to Madrid, but did not appear there in a 
public character. On his return, he publiſhed, in -. 
1782, * Anecdotes of eminent Painters in Spain, 
during the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries,” 
two volumes, 12mo. Next year he brought out a 
. tragedy on the ſtage, called the © Myſterious Huſ- 
band,” and addreſſed a Letter to the Biſhop of 
Landaff reſpeting eccleſiaſtical grievances. It 
contained ſome wit, and was ably anſwered by an 
anonymous writer. | 4% I 

In 1785, he had much buſineſs on his hands: for 
he produced The Carmelite,” allowed to be the 
beſt tragedy he has written ; and alſo a comedy, 
called the . Natural Sen*.” In the courſe of the 

| N ſame 


' Miſs Pruurrr has lately ented to the public ano- 


ther © Natural Sen, being a faithful and elegant tranſlation of 
| KoTZzEBUE'S 


— 


ſame year, he publiſned a character of his decenſed 
friend, Lord Viſcount Sackville; and the firſt edition 

of the Obſerver. Nett year a ſecond edition ap- 
peared; and the ſubſequent editions have now 
ſwelled the work to five volumes. "Theſe eſſays 
abound with pleaſing and inſtructi ve information, 
and diſcover extenſive — 

In 1787, Mr. Cumberland preſented the world 
with An accurate deſeriptive Catalogue of the 
Paintings in the King of Spain's Palace at Madrid;“ 
ſoon after this the comedy of the * Impoſtors, and 

8 à novel in two volumes, called « Arundel,” made 
their appearance. In the latter he is accufed, but 
on very Tight foundation, as ſeeming to palliate 
adultery and dueflling. 

Aſter this, his talents ſeem to have lain fallow for 
fome years, as he did not produce any thing until 
1792, when he publifted his poem called Calvary, 
or the Death of Chriſt.” Next ſeaſon he wrote the 
ſongs and choruſes in the comic opera of the“ Ar- 

= mourer.” In 1794, he produced the“ Box-lobby 

1 Challenge, a comedy; and alſo his deſervedly- 

= eſteemed comedy of the Jew,” a play written 
with the laudable intention of removing the ſtigma 
which accompanies that unhappy and much-perſe- 
cuted people. His attempt of the next year con- 
ſiſted of the“ Wheel of Fortune; he alſo pre- 
ſented the town with another comedy, called 
« Firſt Love,” and another novel, in four vo- 
lumes, called“ Henry.“ 8 | 

' His muſe, which muſt be allowed to be a ſpirited 

| dne, ſeems to know no repoſe ; for in 1796 he pro- 

_ - duced “ Days of -Yore,” a drama in three acts; and 

: the next year © The Laſt of the Family.” 'His laſt 
J piece is the comedy of“ Falſe Impreſſions.“ 

| When we confider the number, the merit, and 

the exquifiteneſs of his writings, Mr. Cumberland 
mult be allowed to rank high as a dramatic writer. 


a * 


KoTzzyuve's famous play of that title, and which has been ſo 
much admired on the Britiſh ſtage, under the altered title of 
Lovers”. Vows, + | | 
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81 Asbnn ks esa is the third ſoit e of 
Macdonald of Slate, in the iſles ; had mother'was 
of the houſe of Eglinton. 

Mr. Macdonald was bred to the En iſh 3 but 
had never any great practice. His buſineſs conſiſted 
chiefly in Scotch appeals. Yet if not highly ſuc- 
ceſsful in his profeſſional career, he was at leaſt de- 
ſerving of ſucceſs ; and his good fortune having at 
length introdiiced him to the acquaintance of the 


daughter of a noble Marquis, who conſented to 


their marriage, Mr. Macdonald in.conſequence of 
this connexion beheld the higheſt honours of the 
law lie open to his view. 

. the intereſt of his noble facher in: law, he was 

8 appointed, in 1780, a king's counſel 
ud a Welch judge; he had been before brought 
into pafliament for Hendon, and at the general 
election which occurred during the 'year he put on 
his ilk gown, he was returned for Newcaſtle-under- 
line, a borough under-the influence of Marquis, 
then- Lord, Stafford. 

In parliament, he of courſe followed the line of 
politics purſued by the- family into which he was 
— that is, he ſupported Lord North, until 

N to totter. As a parliamentary ſpeaker, 
Mr: acdonald was eaſy, wan aides. and 
conciſe, 

Lord Stafford," on ite My: Pitt, ciedenvect Wü 
ths: ſon-in-law the place of Solicitor-general (1784), 
and in 1788, on the promotion of Sir Pepper Ar- 
den to be Maſter of the Rolls, he was knighted, and 
appointed Attorney-general in his room. It is no 
Teſs remarkable than true, that che poſſeſſioi of 
theſe two high offices in the law did not bring Sir 
Archibald any conſiderable addition of practice as 
a counſel, The number of his proſecutions were 
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thang to have greatly affected the liberty of the 
reis. 5 . 74 N 

5 However, after a few years longer ſtay at the 
bar, he was promoted to be Chief Baron of the 
Exchequer, having . previouſly been ealled to the 
degree of Serjeant at Law. . 0 

In conſequence of his marriage with Lady Louiſa 
Gower he bas ſeveral children. ? Wok 
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MRS. SIDDONS. 


WIEN woman. paſſes through that thorny path 
of pleaſure the tage, without being drawn aſtray 
by the temptations which perpetually aſſail the tra- 
veller, our ęſteem and veneration ought ever to 
await her. In this age, degenerate as it is, ve 
have had the pleaſure of ſeeing many females ſup- 
porting unſullied characters in theatrical life, and 
among them this lady certainly claims  pre-emi- 
nence from her ſplendid powers, joined to an un- 
ſpotted. fame. ; Oe 
Miſs Kemble (for this was her maiden name) was 
the eldeſt daughter of the manager of an itinerant 
company of comedians, and made her firſt eſſay as 
a ſinger, but ſoon abandoned that line and attempt- 
ed tragedy. Early in life ſhe conceived a paſſion 
for Mr. Siddons, in which not being indulged by 
her parents, ſhe quitted the ſtage, and, hired.herſck 
as lady's maid in the family of Mrs. Greathead, of 
Guy's-cliff, near Warwick, where ſhe remained 
about a year; and then reſolving to unite herſelf 


with the nan of her affections, the was married to 
Mr. Siddons, and ſoon after joined a ſtrolling com- 
pany of no great reputation. Both ſhe and her 
huſband had, however, the good fortune to be en- 
aged by Mr. Younger to perform at Liverpool, 
irmingham, &c.; with him ſhe remained a few 
* years, 
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years, and acquired both profit and feputation, 
be which latter procured her an engagement at-Drury- 
lane houſe, where ſhe performed ſuch parts as Mrs. 
be Strickland, Mrs. Epicene, and the Queen in Rich». 
he ard the Third. She was, however, conſidered 
he merely as a ſecond-rate actreſs ; and being unfortu- 
nately placed in an after-piece written by the editor 
fa of a newſpaper, which had the ill luck to be damn- 
ed, the ſcurrilous author left no opportunity of in- 
ben her reputation, and ſhe quitted the London, 
— for a time, to return to them afterwards with 
increaſed luſtre: 8 : 
At Bath, whither ſhe repaired, the was obſerved 
to improve rapidly, and is 1aid to have been uſefully * 
alliſted by the leſſons of Mr. Pratt, then a bookſel- | 
ler in that city. There ſhe attracted the notice of 


th the audience, and had the good fortune to be patro- 
ay niſedby the Ducheſs of Devonſhire, who procured 
a · her another engagement at Drury-lane. Before ſhe 
to quitted Bath, ſhe ſpoke a farewell addreſs, which 


we the herſelf had written, and which ſhe. delivered 
Ip- with her ufual excellen re. 3 
od - She made her ſecond appearanee at Drury- lane: 
m. on the 16th October 1792, in the character of Iſa- 
in- bella,” and aſtoniſhed the houſe with ſuch a diſpla: 

of powers, as they had ſeldom witneſſed before. 
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1 
as Her fame was ſoon ſpread abroad, and the theatre | 
int overflowed every night; the taſte for tragedy re- 9 
As turned; \and.the manager, whoſe © Critic” ſeems to 1 
2 have been expreſsly written to drive Melpomene #5 
on from the ſtage, received © golden faxonrs” from = 
by her votaries. Far from proving ungrateful, he ge- ' 


— 


nerouſly gave Mrs. Siddons an extra- benefit, and 
of increaſed her ſalary. Her good ſucceſs was the 0 
ed means of introducing her ſiſter, Miſs F. Kemble, on 

elf the ſame ſtage ; and {he performed Jane Shore, 
hb while her near relative played “ Alicia,“ on her 
m- firſt appearance. The latter, however; not altoge- 
er ther fulfilling the expectations of the public, ho- 
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n- nourably withdrew, in conſequence of a- marriage 
ol, ö ; tr FN , with 
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with Mr. Twiſs, a NT OD and a vel. 
known traveller. 
- Mrs. Siddons's cxtra-benebe; was given ou before 
© Chriſtmas ; ſhe then appeared in idera,” and 
aided) freſh laurels, and an enormous receipt. 'The 
ounfellors Pigot and Fielding were ſo highly 
delle ted, that they © collefted a ſubſcription;among 
the gentlemen of the bar, of one hundred . 
and preſented them to her, accompanied with a po- 
lite letter, as a token of their eſteem. This was an 
honour which, we believe, has not been conferred 
on any actor or actreſs ſince the time when Booth 
gave ſuch general nen in *. character of 
Cato.“ 5: 

In the ſummer, this: rest A amiable areb 
went to Dublin, the inhabitants of which were 
_ equally aſtoniſned at her powers. On her return 
for the winter (1783-4), the performed, for the 
firſt time; © by command of their Majeſties.” Dur- 
ing the ſucceeding ſummer, ſhe took a ſecond trip to 
Ireland; and alſo viſited Edinburgh, in both of 
which places, ſhe not only received falaries, 
but very conſiderable preſents from unknown hands, 
particolarly a filver urn which was ſent after her to 
London, 'on which were engraved theſe Words, 
« A reward to merit.” 

Envy and malice, as uſual, purſued merit; and 
| to theſe alone we can attribute the attack made on 
her in a newſpaper, reſpecting her treatment of an 
unhappy ſiſter, &c. Theſe reports had, however, 
ſuch an effect on the town, that on her. firſt appear- 
ance on the ſtage in 1784, ſhe was faluted with the 
ery of! of Her friends at length obtained 
her a hearing; and her huſband and brother, by 
means of untommon exertions, ſucceeded in re- 
futing the edlumnies to which ſhe had been expoſed. 
She was accordingly reſtored to public favour. Al- 

though ſhe had conducted herſelf during this con- 
teſt with great compoſure, yet it made ſuch an im- 
preſſion on her mind, that ſne determined to retire 


to Wales with the fow thouſands ſhe had then * 
Ut 
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but the,perſuaſions. of her friends, and a conſidera- 


tion of the welfare of her family, made her altex- 


this reſolution. „55 | 

- 'Their Majeſties about this time paid her much 
attention. Her talent in recitmg dramatic works 
had been highly ſpoken of, which reaching the ears 
of the royal family, ſhe was frequently invited to 


 Buckingham-houſe, and Windſor; where ſhe and 


her brother often recited plays. 
As ſome relaxation, on account of her health, 


had now become neceſſary, ſhe quitted Drury- lane 


for a time, and performed at Weymouth, Ply- 
mouth, Liverpool, &c. with additional reputation. 
She alſo viſited ſeveral of her noble patrons, among 
whom Lord and Lady Harcourt ſtood conſpicuous. 
By means of theſe friends and accompliſhments ſhe 
has acquired a very good fortune, has a conſiderable, 
ſhare or at leaſt a mortgage on Drury-lane theatre, 
and is hleſſed with a family that promiſes to be her 
comfort in old age. 8 & 
We lament exceedingly, the recent death of her 
beautiful and Be e daughter, and moſt ſin- 
eerely condole with a mother, whoſe exquiſite ſen- 
fibility muſt have been agonized by ſo: unhappy an 
event. 5 

Nature has beſtowed on Mrs. Siddons a majeſtic 
perſon, a ſtriking countenance, and a fine voice; 
the judgment with which ſhe modulates the laſ of 
theſe, has never been excelled, perhaps never rival- 
led, by any other actreſs. The flexibility of her-fea- 
tures, the expreſſion of her eyes, and the grace of 
her deportment, have ſeldom been equalled. She 
poſſeſſes the whole art of ſpeaking, for which the 
late Mrs. Yates was ſo juſtly famed, combined with 


the impaſſioned ſtyle of playing, of Mrs. Crau- 


ford, while in her meridian. 

She has lately had an engagement with the 
Drury-lane managers, at a certain ſum for each 
night's performance, by which means ſhe avoids in- 
juring her health by the conſtant repetition of thea- 
trical exertions. | 5 
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Mrs. Siddons reſides in Great Marlborough. 
ſtreet, and is upwards of fifty years of age. Th 
private life ſhe is regarded as an economiſt, but as 
# truly amiable and exemplary wife and . 
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DOCTOR JOHN DOUGLAS, 
BISHOP or SALISBURY, 


THIS prelate, who is a native of Scotland, has 
been long celebrated both in the clerical and literary 
world. He. was educated at Chriſt-church, Ox- 
ford, of which college he was a ſtndent in 1738, 

i and having taken orders, ſettled in Shropſhire: 
bit During his reſidence there, he publiſhed “ Milton 
i vindicated®* (1748) ; a work in which, with uncom- 
mon acuteneſs, he detected the groſs forgery o 
Lauder, who with equal impudence and ingenuity 
had repreſented Milton as a plagiariſt. 6 þ 

He next entered the liſts with George Pſalmana- 
zar, and Archibald Bower ; the former of whom 
pretended to be a native of Formoſa, and the latter 
a commiſſioner of the holy inquiſttion at Macerata. 
Theſe ſucceſſtve exertions of critical abilities in- 
troduced him to public notice, and procured hinr 
many friends; he afterwards publiſhed, in 1754, 
* Criterion,” an anſwer to David Hume on mira- 
cles. His firſt work had recommended:hmn to the 
learned, the laſt: to the religious world; and about 
the year 1760, he. began to reap the benefit they 
If entitled him to, for he was then appointed one of | 

® the king's chaplains; in 1762 he was nominated. 

| one of the canons of Windſor, and ſoon after pre · 
ſented to the united livings of St. Auſtin and St. 


Faith, in London. | — 
Among 
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Among the many friends Dr. Douglas had made, 
was the — Lord Bath; who bequeathed him his 
library. But General Pulteney being unwilling to 

rt with it out of the family, paid him the. full va» 
wh and on his death, about three years after, left 
it / once more to him: From Windſor, our divine 
was, in 1776, removed tobe a canon of St. Paul's; 
and after poſſeſſing · hat canonry about twelve years,. 
he was, in 1788, advanced to the Deanry of Wind 
ſar. 

In theſe fitnazions, the Doctor not only enlarged. 
his circles of friends among tlie great, but was in- 
trodueed to the notice of the king and queen, and 
acquired a conſiderable degree of royal favour. He 
was next raiſed to the epiſcopal bench, on the death . 
of Dr. Law, Biſhop of Carliſle, and on the 'tranſ- 
lation of Dr. Barrington to Durham, in 1791, he. 
was tranſlated to Saliſbury; by the poſſe of 
which ſee, he has become. chancellor, of the order 
of the garter. 

The epiſcopal character of Dr. N is a ſub- 
ject. of univerſal admiration, while benevolence and 
candour diſtiugniſh him in private life. Regular 1 in 
the diſcharge of the duties of: his high“ ſtation, he- 
commands the love and · reſpect of his dioceſe. In 
ſhort: as a dignified clergyman and ſcholar,..a. gen- 
tleman and a chriſtian, he is equally reſpectèd and 
admired, : 

When the ſinps ſent out on diſcovery under Cap- 
tan Cook returned, Doctor Douglas was appointed 
to inſpect and arrange the journals; and the admi- 
rable introduction · prefixed to that work is the off. 
ſpring of his pen. | 

The doctor was a member of the Literary Club. 
8 Eſſex· ſtreet, inſtituted by Dr. N Mur, 
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Hil” men ee JOHN scorr, | 


of His „uin arrokurv-osusnan- 1 8s c 
rr. bn been em ie; bf line: years, that in 
conſequence of the mode now in vogue, of beſtow- 


ing the favours of government, the bar is the only 


line in which a man can rife by merit alone to the 
firſt honours of his profeſſion; but we believe 
even here ſome grains of allowance muſt be made; 3 


for the ſabjea of our preſent enquiries, although 


poſſeſſed of great merit, would never have reached 


the ſtation he now occupies, without green pa- 


tronage. 
dir fk Scott is the ſon of a * tradeſman of no 
great opulenceg at Newraſtle- upon- Tyne. His el- 
der brother, Sir William Scott, who was bred to 
the practice of the civil law, was formerly advocate · 
general, and is now judge of the Admiralty court. 
John was admitted a on of the Middle Temple 
in Hilary «rm; 1772, and afjer 24 the moſt 
allidnons attention to his ſudies, was called to the 

bar at che uſual period. 
Our young barriſter was . with *har few 
entlemen of the profeffion have occaſion to com- 
Pain of—a certain . timidity of character, which 
made him ſhun the courts as a pleader for a conſide- 
rable time, and employ himſelf chiefly in the bufi- 
neſs of à draughtſman in chancery, in which he 


was allowed to be able, and had great practice. 


He found, however, chat this branch of the pro- 


ſeſſion was e equally 3 injurious to his health and ad- 


vancement in ine le and he at length determined to 
rouſe himſelf from that torpor to which he was na- 
turally inclined. 

He accordingly betook himſelf to a more public 
and active line; ; and in a a ſhort time evinced that 
he was apt and ingenious at reply. | : 


* His father was what is there termed a ceal-fitter. 
) 
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Lr John was not long at the bar, before he at- 
ttacted the notice of the late chancellor * ; and as 
he always avoided oppoſition to the bench, received 
eat countenance: in bis practice: it is even ſaid 
hat the chancellor one day took him afide after 
the buſineſs of the court was over, complimented 
him on his merit, and gffered him the place of one 
of the maſters in chancery then vacant. This he 
' - politely declined ;. and he had the ſatisfaction to 
- find that he had acted right, as his buſineſs continu- 
ed to increaſe rapidly. r | 
About the year 178g5 he obtained a patent of 
precedency, which entitled him to all the honours 
of a king's counſel, and freed him from certain 
diſadvantages attendant on that tation. He had 
« juſt before been introduced int arliament through 
the intereſt of his friend, Lord Thurlow, with 
Lord Weymouth, who ſeated him for the Borough 
of Weoblys. Mr. Scott was ſaid to have ſtruck a 
bargain with is right honourable patron, when he 


accepted tF* tuation, which, if true, was much 


to his honour : viz. © that he ſhould be at Hberty 
© to vote as he pleaſed.” He might, however, 
have ſpared himſelf this trouble, for as ſoon-as he 
got into the houſe, he acted decidedly with the Pitt 
party, and in the debate on Mr. Fox's India bill, 
placed himſelf in oppoſition to the late Mr. Lee, 
then attorney-general. Although in this attempt 
he did not acquire much importance as a parliamen- 
tary ſpeaker, yet be gained every thing he could 
Wiſh for, by his connexion with thoſe whoſe cauſe 
he eſpouſed ; for they took the firſt opportunity to 
promote him. Accordingly, in 1788, he was ad- 
vanced to be Solicitor-general, in the room of Sir 
Archibald, then Mr. Macdonald, promoted to be 
attorney: general. When theſe two were preſented 
to the king, the attorney- general received the ho- 
nour af knighthood. The officer in waiting was 
then ordered to bring up Mr. Scott, when the latter 


i + Lord Thurlo r , 
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begged leave to decline; but the king, who knows 

tbe real value of theſe-things better than any other. 
man, perhaps, in his. dominions, replieds © pho, 
. « pho, nonſenſe ! Iwill ſerve them both alike.” 
Thus Mr. Scott gained honours unaſked, and even- 
againſt his will. 

In the buſineſs of the regency, Six John was-ſaid. 
to be. the man whoſe legal talents med the baſis: 
of the miniſter's.plan of conduct. 

In 1793 he was made Attorney- general; and- 
while in this poſt, he has proſecuted, perhaps, more 
men for libels, than ever fell to che. lot of any two 
of his predeceſſors! 

The paft he. took during the ſtate ue at che 
Old Bailey. will never be forgetten; for after a 
wonderful diſplay of candour, C laboured through. 

a ſpeech of nine hours to convicea man of a crime 
of which the-length of his own oration alone was a. 
ſtrong preſumptive. proof of. innocence. + 
He now ſtands as the moſt likely candidate 
for the ſeals; and ſhould any thing happen to- 
remove the preſent Chancellor, during Mr. Pitt's. 
continuance in power, he will, in all * 4 
tycceed him. 
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CHARLES. How aan, Eſq. of. Grayſtock, in Cum 
herland, a. collateral branch. of that noble family, 
ſucceeded to the title of Norfolk in 17% on the 
death; of, Edward, the. ninth duke; and his ſon, 
the preſent Duke, then aſſumed the appellation of 
Earl of Surrey. 

Iq 176, while Ms. Howard, he married a. Miſs. 
Mary Ann Coppinger, of Ballyvolane, in-Ireland,. 
who died ſoon after, in childbed, and, in 1771, he 
Wel, the. hand. of Miſs Frances Scudamore, . 


dgvghter, 


olf Beaufort; with whom he got a large fortune 3. 


lordſhip took his ſeat, Re joined the party of op- 


It is well known that the North adminiſtration- 
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daughter of Co F. Scudamore, Eſq. of Home Da- 9 
ey, in Herefordſhire, by the repudiated Ducheſs- 


4 : « 
. . EF 
* 


laſt lady, indeed, has been in à very melancholy- 
ſtate- f mind for marry years; and lives retired at 
one of his Grace's ſeats. The Duchefs- is cele- 
brated for the ſmart repulſe ſhe is ſaid to have 
given the amorous Duke of Queenſbury a few- 
years ſince. 9 , ; 


Some time pre viouſſy to His acquiſition of the 0 f 


44 
= 

but by neither of them has he any children. This 5 [ | 
j 


title, Lord Surrey had renouncęd the errors of the- 0 


Romiſh church, in which he had- been bred; and - 
was of courſe eligible to ſit in either Mouſe of par 
lament; Arccerdingly, at the general election In- 
1780, he was. returned for Carliſle, in oppoſition to- 
the intereſt of Sir James Eowther. As ſoon as his 


poſition, andwith it laboured to ſtem the torrent- 
ariſing from the encreafing influence of the crown, 
until the complete defeat of the Miniſter, in 1782. 


having clung faſt to their places, Lord Surrey gave 
notice in the Houſe. of Commons of a motion whieh- 
would effectually remove them; but the premier 
anticipated the diſgrace, by declaring © that he- 
* was.no longer miniſter.“ ; : 2 
In the change which ſoon after took place, his 
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lordſhip was appointed Lord-lieutenant ef the + i 


Weſt-riding of · the county of · Vork, and under the 
coalition miniſtry he was nominated · a lord of the- 5 
treaſury. 1 
When the Shelburne- miniſtry came in, Lord . 
Surrey oppoſed them, and joined the coalition; \ 
and when. that party was. driven from power, he. vl 
ſtall eſpouſed. their cauſe. | 
He now became a member of the ſociety for 
conſtitutional information, took: an. active part in · i 
the buſineſs of parliamentary reform, and attended; 
public meetings when that queſtion was brought 


rward; on this account he. has been 0 
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- - with inconſiſtency, as he is known to be as deeply 
concerned in the -traffic in boroughs as any nobleman 
of this age; but he has always ſolemnly aſſured 
his friends, that he is ready to ſacrifice every ſpecies. 

of influence-of that kind, and ſupported a melio- 
rated ſyſtem, which he holds to be eſſentially neceſ- 
ſary for the preſervation of the conſtitution, 
On the death of his father he ſucceeded to his 
title and ſeat in the Houſe of Lords, and there, as 
before, has uniformly ſupported the popular cauſe. 
His friendſhip for Mr. Fox has ever been ſteady 
and invariable, and to this alone may be attributed 
his late diſmiſſion. At a late annual meeting, to 
commemorate the return of his friend for the city 
of Weſtminſter, the Dake is ſaid to have given the 
old Whig toaſt of Our Sovereign, the Majeſty 
« of the People.” In the memory of ſome of the 
youngeſt men now living, this has been repeatedly 
drank without offence; and why any exception 
ſhould at preſent be taken at it, remains to be ex- 
| Plained. The fact, however, is, that the Duke of 
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i 15 Norfolk was diſmiſſed from his Jord. lieutenancy, 
19 and from the command of a regiment which he bad 
= trained with the utmoſt care, while he had. alſo 

0 generouſly reſigned the emolumenits derived from 


it, to encreaſe the comforts of his favourite corps. 
Report has whiſpered that his grace was greatly 
affected by theſe marks of royal diſpleaſure: but 
he ſurely could not be hurt by the loſs of nominal 
influence or diſtinction, although, it may readily 
be ſuppoſed, that to be torn from a ſet of men with 
whom he had lived in the habits of friendſhip for 
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© many years, would undoubtedly give him pain. 
N. But, if any ching could tend to produce additional 
chagrin, it mult be to ſee a man with whom he had 
5 been in the habits of acting with cordiality - for 


ſo many years, pluming himſelf in his fpoils, and 
F- ö ſtooping to a miniſter whoſe conduct he had re- 
| probated. 6 re , | 
Ihe duke, as a bon viuant, is ſurrounded. by thoſe 
are capable of keeping © the table in a-roar,” - 


and 
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ſtyle of magnificencee, 

As an orator, he poſſeſſes an eaſy. delivery, and 
evigces 4 maſculine underſtanding; but he never 
attempts any of thoſe rhetorical flouriſhes which | 
captivate. the: ear, without laying hold. of the un- 
derſtanding. 

His grace bas been known ARE CS many 
generous actions. He kept the place of ſecretary 
to the Earl Marſhal vacant for a conſiderable time 
aſter the death of poor Brooks, until, as he ſaid, 
he could find ſome one worthy to fill it, although 
earneſtly ſolicited by many for the appointment. 
Mr. Dallaway having publiſhed his ingenious book 
on the ſcience of heraldry, the Duke Soy; be- 
ſtowed the office on him, unaſked. | 

His father had about him when he died a great 
number of perſons of the catholic perſuaſion, who, 
on the loſs of their patron, concluded they would 
be diſmiſſed by his ꝓroteſtant ſucceſſor ; 1 he 
generouſſy directed that their ſtipends and allow. 


ances ſhould be paid ens. as in the lifetime of his 
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Josxyn TOWERS, 11. D. 
1 THIs gentleman has diſtinguiſhed himfelf in 


the annals of patriotiſm, in the republic of letters, 
and in the pulpit of the diſſenters: he was not, 


however, intended for a divine; Dr. Towers, like 


his great precurſor and friend, Dr. Franklin, hav- 
ing been originally bred a 3 

At a very early period of his life, from a ſincere 
conviction, obtained by reading that great bane of 
all tyranny, civil and eccleſiaſtical he became 
firmly attached to the principles of liberty, both in 
reſpect to church and ſtate; and no man has been 
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more zealous in behalf of the freedom of his counv: 
try, and of mankind. This favourite idea has, in- 
deed, bẽen always warmly cheriſhed by the ſectaries 
in general, and they muſt be allowed to have fan- 
abi the ſacred flame, and kept it alive in the nation, 
during the moſt alarming and critical periods; ' 
After his call to the miniſtry, Dr. T. was choſen- 
paſtor of the eongregation of proteſtant diſſenters 
at Highgate"; this occurred in 1774; and in 1778 
he was nominated morning-preacher to the diſ- 
ſenters at Newington-green. In the latter of theſe 
offices he ſucceeded the worthy, pious, and amiable- 
Dr. Price, who had been appointed to the congre- 
gation at Hackney. He continued, however, to- 
'_ _ - officiate at Newington-green, in the- afternoon; for 
ſome years; and his collegue and himſelf ſeemeda 
perfectly agreed relative to all the leading points 
in politics and religion 3 
On the 4th of November, 1788, being the com- 
pletion of a century from the revolution, that event 


Vas celebrated with great ſolemnity; and the- 


doctor, at the requeſt-ok a - committee, delivered. 
what may be termed a civic ſermon on the occaſion, 
which was liſtened to with great attention, and. 
printed afterwards at the requeſt of the ſtewards, 
While the Svciety for Conſtitutional Information 
-fipuriſhed, the name of Dr. Joſeph Towers ſtood. 
conſpicuous among the moſt active of its mem 
bers. He had been ballotted fer in 1782, and 
continued to act vith it until 4794, when the books 
and papers were ſeized by order of government, 
and the ſecretary taken into cuſtody. On the 14ths 
of June, of the ſame year, the doctor received an 
order to- attend the Privy Council on the day fol- 
Idwing;' which he accordingly- obeyed; and was 
examined relative to the proceedings of a clubs. 
which boaſted of the Dake of Norfolk, the Duke 
of Richmond, the Earls of Effingham and Derby,. 
Sir William- Jones, Mr. Sheridan, Drs. Price, 
Nippis, John Jebb, Mx. Erſkine, &c. &c. 2 
its aflociatess On this occaſion, Dr. T. —_— ; 
| ; vi ib '£ 
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 wiſibly depreſſed by the yellow-jaundice; evineed 

af firmneſs, and was diſmiſſed without bein 
obliged to give bail, at the voluntary interceſſion of 
a dignified clergyman then fitting as a member of 
the d, r is ſuppoſed to have been the 
preſent Archbiſhop of Canterbury. 

On the eſtabliſhment of the ſociety called 
The Friends of the People,“ he was alſo voted 
a member.“ : | ; 

The life, of this gentleman preſents few- other 
memorable. events, his literary labours excepted, 
which evince a ſeries of ſtudy and toil, ſeldom to be 
met with, even in thoſe who have dedicated their 
whole time to letters alone. | 

His principal works are the following: 


I. In 1763, © A Review of the genuine Doctrines of Chriſ- 
tianity, &c.“ vo. with the name annexed. 


This ſociety was founded in the year 1792, under the 
name of ne Society f the Friends ol the People, aſſpeiat· 
od for the purpoſe of obtaining 1 Parliamentary Reform.” 

This inſtitution is ſuppoſed to have excited conſiderable 
alarm in the adminiſtration ; for, in the advertiſement notify- 
ing its exiſtence, a lift was publiſhed of the firſt hundred aſſo- 
ciators, among. which were no leſs than. forty members of 
parliament, viz. the Earl of Lauderdale, Mr. Grey, Mr. Whit- 
bread, Mr. Francis, Mr. Tierney, Mr. Erſkine, Mr. Sheri- 
dan, &c. &e. ; 

This ſscjety publiſhed · a very accurate account of the ſtate 
of the repreſentation of Bngland and Wales, the ſubſtance af 
which was afterwards formed igto a petition, and preſented to 
the . Houſe of Commons by Mr. Grey, on the 6tir of May, 
1793. In this petition it was aſſerted, with what truth we, 
2 not to determine, that eighty-four individuals did, by. 

heir own immediate authority, ſend one hundred and fifty- 
ſeven members to parliament ; and that, beſides tbcſc, one 
hundred and fiſty more, making in the whole three hundred» 
and ſeven, were returned to that houſe, not by the collective 
voice of thoſe whom they appeared to repreſent, but by the. 
recommendation of ſgventy powerful individuals: ſo that the 
total number of patfons was one hundred and fiſty-four, who, 
returned a decided majority. Theſe ſtatements, the ſociety 
obſerved in their petition, which was entered on the journals, 


they were ready to prove at the bar, In 


um. King of Pruſſia. (A ſecond edition has 
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2. In 1764, an anonymous 60 Enquiry into the eſtion, 
Whether Juries are, or are not, Judges of Law ag well as of 
Fact; a particular Referenge to the Caſe of Libels.” In 
this Dr. Towers took the conſtitutional and affirmative fide of 
the queſtion, not only in. reſpect to libels, but in all caſes what- 
ever ; this doctrine was ably ſupported by the late Lord Cam- 
den fo far as concerns the former, and has alſo received the 
ſanction of the legiſlature in a bill, but too. little attended to 
hy either judges or juries. 
He is the. author of the ficſt ſeven volumes of « Britiſh 
Biography * the firſt volume of which was publiſhed i in 1786. 
4 Between fifty and fixty articles in the new edition of the 
Biogr. Britan. with the letter T. annexed, 
5. 1773, An Examination into Sir J. Dalrymple” bun- 
daſous Attack on the Memory of Sydney and Ruſſel. 
6. In 124. A Letter to Dr. Johnſon, occaſioned by his 
recent political Publications.” See Boſwell's Life of Johnſon, 
vol. II. p. 200. 201. and 202. 
7. * 1786, © An Effay on the Life and Writings of Dr. 
ohnſon *? 
; . I 1788, Memoirs of the 1:ife and 2 Frederick 


ſince pub- 
liſhed.)) 2 


9. Obſervations on Mr. Hyme's Hiſtory of Eugland.” £ 
And 10. An Oration delivered at the London Tavern, on 

the ath of November, 1788, op occaſion of the commemoration 

of the 2 and the PR of a 2 * that 


| \-Actirryuaariiang, that great and intereſting events, 

involving the happineſs of nations, have always been 

celebrated by mankind; he recurs to the important 

epoch, which placed William JL: on the throne of 
We -Stewarts : : 


* of this nature; and of this tendency,” ſays he, © is-the 
event which we are this day affembled to commiemorate. It 
is an event, which muſt ever be regarded as one of the moſt. . 
important recorded in the Britiſh annals. It is an event, 
which, at the period when it happened, juſtly excited the at- 
tention of ſurrounding nations. It is an event, which will 
ever reflect honour upon our anceſtors, and the remembrance 
of which ſhould, at all times, excite in their deſcendants an 
ardent zeal for the liberties of their country, and forthe rights 
of human nature. 

That when all the efforts of regal tyranny were employed 
to overturn _ liberties of England, they ſbould have been ſtill 
more 
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more fully eſtabliſhed at the Rxꝝvotłvriox; that, in conſequence 
of that moſt. important event, this country ſhould now. have 
enjoyed an high degree of liberty, civil and religious, for an 
entire CENTURY';3»»15 A juft ſubject of national exultatian, and 
of 1 to 9 Ruler of the e 1 
providential diſpenſations Great Britain has derived ſ 
and ſuch invaluable bleſſings. ; | | | 
it is among the higheſt honours of this country, that its 
inhabitants have been diſtinguyſhed, in almoſt every period of 
their hiſtory, by their firm, manly, and intrepid oppoſition to 
the encroachments of tyranny. On a variety of occaſions have 
our anceſtors nobly aſſerted their rights as men, and as citizens, 
In the fenate, and in the field, they have repelled the attacks 
of tyrants, and maintained the honour, the dignity, and the 
liberties of their country, Many efforts have been made by 
the poſſeſſors of power to overturn theſe liberties; and, at the 
period previous to the Revolution, ſuch was the deſpotiſm of 
the meaſuxes adopted by the tben reigning prince, that, if th 
had been tamcly ſubmitted to by the people, the liberties 
England would have had no longer an exiſtence.” | 


It is thus that he mentions the wrongs that led 


to, and the patriots who diſtinguiſhed: themſelves 


during that and a former period. 


To enter into à particular enumeration of the facts that 
preceded, and that' atrended the Revolution, would take up 
more time than would be fuitable to the nature of ſuch a mect- 
ing as the preſent. I thall, therefore, here only obſcrve, that 
when the illegal, the unconſtitutional, and the tyrapnical ad- 
miniſtratſou of king James the Second, had rendered it neceſ- 
ſary that all who had any attachment to the liberties of their 
- country, 'or tothe Proteſtant religion, ſhould make a firm and 
united ſtand againſt him; when he aſſumed a power of ſuſ- 
pending the laws, and of trampling on the conſtitution ; an 
iltuftrious Band of patriots aroſe, who projected the RevoLu» 
TION, and who adopted thoſe meaſures that at length brought 
it to a glorious completion. Among the principal promoters 
of the Revolution, we may particularly enumerate the earls 
of Deyouſhire, Shrewſbury; and Danby, Lord Delamer 1052 


(it) Henry Pooth, Bord Delamer, afterwards created Earl 
of Warrington, was '« nobleman of amiable and trreproach- 
able character, who is ſaid to have been one of the original 
projectors of the Revolution, and who was one of the ' firſt 
that appeared. in arms in its ſupport, after the landing of the 


ace 


Orange. But he was not perfectly ſatisfied with the 
manner 


Lord Lumley; Admirel Herbert, Admiral Ruſſel, Henry 
ompton, Biſhep of Lond6f, and Henry Sydney, bruther t6 
tke illuſtrious Algerhon. Ser . | . : 
4 Of characters of this kind our country has happily pro- 
duced too many to be now diſtinctly enumerated : but it car» 
not be improper on this occafion to mention the names of 
Jonx Hawrypen, who oppoſed the unjuſt claims of regal ty“ 
ranny in the famous caſe of ſhip-money, and who nobly fell 
in the caufe of his country in Chalgrovesficld ; of the virtis 
ous, the antiable, the patriotic Lord aa" of the high. 
ſpirited and illuſtrious Al RN SYDNEY, Whoſe admirablt 
writings in the cauſe of freedom braught him to the ſcaffold; 
and of Joun Lockx, who Has explained the true nature of 
civil: government, and eſtabliſhed the rights of men on th& 
moſt unqueſtionable principles. And among the*diſtinguiſhed: 
votaries of liberty in this country, our great and illuſtrioub 
bard, the fublime Mitron; ſhould not be forgotten. Even- 
the ſplendour of lis genias has not ſecured him from the moſt 
vittlent attacks from the partizaus and advocates of deſpotic 
3 ; and his zeal in ſupport of the great rights of mankind 
ould, therefore, the more endear his memory to thoſe Who 
art actuated by the fame generpus principles. + He is juſtly 
antitled-to our: veneration for the ardour of his. patriotiſm, as 
well as for that elevation of genius, which enabled him to re- 
fie& ſo much honour on his country by his immortal. WWitings. 


The various. publications of Di. Towers, t he 
boldneſs of his principles, his unabated zeal, and 
the ſide he had taken during the American conteſt, 
alt tended to render him conſpicuous. The Doe 
tor was admitted, in 1779, to the academical ho- 
nours of the univerſity of Edinburgh, having re: 
cerved the degree of LL. BVD. 


manner in which ſome points were adjuſted at the Revolution: 
He appears to have wiſhed for more retrenchments of the re- 
gal prerogative, and to have thought, that the liberty. of the 
ſubject was not ſufficiently ſecureq and aſcertained even under 
the new ſettlement. Mr. Grangtreays of him in his Biogras 
phical Hiſtory of England, that he was a man of a gene- 
« rous and noble nature, which diſdained, upon any terms, 
to ſubmit to ſervitude; and whoſe paſſions ſeemed to centre 
“in the love of civil and religious liberty.” In Lord Dela- 
« mer's Advice to his Children,“ printed in his works, he 
« ſys, There never yet was any good man, who had not an 


«. artent zeal for his country.” 
b Several 
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Toa THYRLOW, Wi 
F Several. of / Dr. Towers? tracts, &c. have been 
lately republiſhed in three vols. 8 vo. with an admir- 
able portrait of the author prefixed, - an outline 
\ ſketch of which is given in our frontiſpiece. 
He is a widower, and has a ſon, who is librarian 
of Dr. Williams's library, in Red Croſs-ſtreet. 


LORD THURLOW. 


* a — 
OF all the learned profeſſions, as they are uſually 
talled, that of the law is the moſt propitious, in 
this country at leaſt, to ſuch as poſſeſs talents, but 
are. deſtitute of fortune. It affords a greater variety 
of opportunities for a young man to bring both his 
natural and acquired parts into a conſpicuous point 
of view, and conſequently to turn them to an ad- 

_  vantageons account, than any other; and where 
ſterling abilities are united with induſtry and ap- 
plication, the chance of ſucceſs is highly flattering. 
In ſupport of this aſſertion, one might refer wi 

eat confidence to the catalogue of eminent per- 

as, who have filled the firſt tegal departments of 
this kingdom for centuries paſt: the court calen- 
dar, and the peerage of the preſent day, will fur- 
niſh proofs ſtill more decifive. 

Edward, Loxd Thurlow, was born, A.D. 1735, 
at Afhfield, an obſcure village in the county of 
Suffolk, of which his father, the “ reverend Tho- 
mas Thurlow (who died in 1762), was vicar, and 
whence he himſelf derives his barony. The family, 


* He married Elizabeth Smith, of Aſhfield, by whom he 
had ifſue. | | f 
I. The preſent Lord. | 

2. Thomas, who died Biſhop of Durham, May 27, 1797, 
aged 56; and, n FI 
3. John, a manufacturer at Norwich, who died March 4, 


1782. : 
a like 


* 
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like möſt others who bear the ſame name with a 
eat man of former times, is ſaid to be deſcended 
em the celebrated Thurloe, the "ſecretary of 
Oliver Cromwell; but if ſo, the heralds have omit- 
ted the circumſtance, for it is not mentioned in the 
rene 
The ſubject of the preſent ſketch, after receiving 
a tolerable education from his father, who i ſaid, 
perhaps unjuſtly, to have attended to the learning 
only of his children, was removed to Cambridge, 
where he was entered of Caius college, under the 
tuition of Dr. Smith, the preſent maſter. While 
there, his conduct was ſo irregular, and his ſpirit 
ſo haughty, as often to provoke academic cenſure. 
frequeney with which this was adminiſtered, 
had no other effect upon a mind naturally uutract- 
able, than to produce occaſions for ſtricter diſci- 
pline. At length it was hinted to him pretty 
dia, that a voluntary departure from Cambridge 
would be a prudent ſtep on his. part, to prevent the 
higheſt. puniſhment that an univerſity can inffict. 
He accordingly-quitted his college without taking 
any degree, and repaired to the metropolis, where, 
after ſpending ſome conſiderable time, and exhauſt- 
ing his finances, in a manner, we may ſuppoſe, 
not very different from that which had diſtinguiſh- 
ed him elſewhere, he engaged, at the entreaty of 
his friends, in the ſtudy; of the law, and accord- 
ingly entered himſelf, of the Inner Temple. How 
he conducted himſelf in this new fituation is little 
known; but thaſe who; remember him ſay, that 
chere was nothing either in his application or his 
1A ſtory formerly circulated, if true, does great honour 
td his lordſhip, as it evinces a total abnegation of that filly 
vanity which ſometimes accompanies even great characters. 
On being aſked by a flatterer, while Lord High Chan- 
cellor, „if he was not: deſcended from the great ſecretary 
„ Thurloe?” he is ſaid to have replied as follows: „ There 
e were*two of that name in my county, Sir; the one Thur- 
joe the ſtateſman, the other Thurlow the carrier.—I am 
« deſcended from the latter.“ ; 


conver- 


LORD THURLOW. 3 
| wats e 


converſation, that warranted any expe Qation of his 
ſubſequent celebrity. Even long after his being 


called to the bar, he continued unknown and un- 
noticed, and conſequently unemployed. At length 


a fortunate gircumRance occurred, which. gave him 
an opportunity of ſhewing to the world that he was 
poſſeſſed of powers of the firſt order. By ſome 
means or other, with which we are not acquaint- 


ed“, he was employed to arrange and ſtate the 
caſe of Mr. Archibald Douglas, in the great legal 


conteſt with the Duke of Hamilton; and this taſk, 
which was a very complex and important one, he 
executed in a moſt maſterly manner. 


About this time he alſo acquired the favour and 


patronage of Lord Weymouth; and from that 
moment the path to honours and emoluments lay 
ſmooth before him; for not long after he was made 
one of the king's counſel, then (in 1770) appointed 
Solicitor-general, and in a few months more he ſuo- 
ceeded Sir William de Grey, as Attorney-genexal. 
It is very remarkable, however, chat the univerſit 

of Cambridge never named him, according to aua 
cuſtom, one of its ſtanding counſel. - Whether this 
negle& proceeded from a recollection of his former 
conduct, or from his having left college without 
taking a degree, is uncertain. But though unmind- 
ful of him, it redounds to his honour, that on his 
advancement to the Chancellorſhip he remembered 
his old tutor, as well as his college affociates, and 
conferred favours upon them which they never 
could have expected, more eſpecially from one who 
had met with a treatment bordering on ſeverity at 
their hands. Many anecdotes of his generoſity 
might be related; but one ſhall ſuffice. 8 


He bad fignalized himſelf before this, in a cauſe, in 
which the late Earl of Winchelſea aud Mr. Luke Robinſon 
were concerned ; and it is not at all unlikely, that it led to 


his being retained in the great Scotch conteſt, about to he 
mentioned, if | 7 
| While 
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288 LORD THURLOW. 

While at college, he was often too licentious 
with his tongue, and entering once into. a diſputę 
with an elective and temporary officer, he was 
aſked “ whether he knew that he was talking 
to the dean — Yes, Mr. Dean,” replied Mr. 
Thurlow; and never afterwards ſaw him without 
reiterating Mr. Dean Mr. Dean!“ which ſet 
them at variance. When he became Attorney- 

neral, they met by accident; and he àAddreſſed 
Eis old friend, unwittingly, * How do you do, Mr. 
Dean? which ſo hurt the old cantab, that he left 
.the room without rz any reply. On his 
obtaining the office of Lord Chancellor, he took 
an opportunity of meeting once more with his 
quondæm acquaintance, and again addreſſed him 
with How do you do, Mr. Dean? My Lord,” 
replied the other ſullenly, I am not now a dean, 
« and therefore do not deſerve the title.. But 
« you are a dean” faid his. lordſhip; “ and to ſa- 
s tisfy you that it is ſo, read this paper, by which 
« you will find that you are Dean of ——; and I 
« am ſe convinced that you will do honour to the 
« appointment, that 1 am forry any part of my 
% conduct ſhould have given offence to fo good a 
« man.” | 

He was twice elected member of parliament (if 
his nomination may be ſo termed) for the borongh 
of Tamworth, in Staffordſhire ; and during the 
time he fat in the Houſe of Commons he was 

eatly reſpected by both ſides for the candour, in- 
egrity, and talents, which he uniformly diſplayed. 
There he became a firm and undaunted fupporter 
of the meaſures of the exiſting adminiſtration, and 
certainly no. man was ever called upon to defend a 
more unpopular one. Lord North found his elo- 
quence, promptitude, and reſolution, of ſuch vaſt 
ſervice to him againſt his numerous and powerful 
adverſaries, that in return he gave him the great 
ſeal, in June, 1778; at which time he was created 


a peer. 1 


On 


* 
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on entering upon this high office he ſhewed a 
1 and an integrity, rarely equalled. It had 
been uſual with former chancellors to make conſi- 


derable alterations, on their advancement, in the 
officers of their court, with a view to ſerve their 


e or oblige their miniſterial friends: and 


r, the commiſſioners of bankrupts were 
comutoily changed. On «the prefent occaſion, 
however, hardly any alterations were made; and 


only one perſon was diſmiſſed, which he owed to 


his own imprudence, in ſoliciting the influence of 
his lordſhip's miſtreſs. ', - 

The ſituation of the chancellor in the Houſe of 
Lords, as ſpeaker, is not only of great importance, 
but of -peculiar delicacy, and requires much ad- 
dreſs. The hereditary members of the conſtitution 
are generally franght with lofty ſentiments, and 
feel but little inclination to bend to the authority 
of a man raiſed from among the herd of practi- 
tioners in the inferior courts. Although the powers 
veſted in the ſpeaker be very great, yet they. had 
ſeldom been exerciſed over a debate in reſtrainin 
the exuberances of the noble orators ; the conſe- 
quence- of which was, that they frequently WAn- 
dered wide of the queſtion, beſides committing 
other irregularities inconſiſtent with the dignity of 
ſo auguſt an aſſembly. Lord Thurlow determined 
to exert himſelf in reforming thefe ' abuſes, and 
ſhewing that a chancellor ought to be looked up to 
with —— inſtead of ſitting, as had been too 
often the caſe, a mere cypher. His interference in 
the debate, to preſerve order, and to confine the 


members immediately to che point, excited no ſmall 


Grafton, feelin 1 himſelf hurt at a check which he 
had experienced, remonſtrated againſt it with great 


ſharpneſs. For this he received a correQion on the 


"inſtant, in terms that were pointedly ſevere, yet 
ſpiritedly decorous ; and from that moment Lord 
T's charadter and authority roſe to the proper level 
in chat houſe. 
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During the remainder of the North adminiſtra- 
tion, he continued an uniform and able defender 
of che meaſures of overnment. Indeed, a ſtronger 
proof of the uni eſteem in which he was held 
by all parties could not be adduced, than in his 
retaining the ſeals at the expreſs requeſt of the 

new miniſtry. He never, however, cordially united 
with Lord Shelburne, when! that nobleman man was 
at the head of affairs, though be held the chan- 
cellorſhip-during- the whole 5 his ſhort · lived ad- 


miniſtration. 
On the entrance of the coalition junto into 


power, his Lor dſhip reſigned his ſtation with be- 
coming dignity : but reſumed it again hen that 
ſtrange monſter as driven out by the united voice 
of the people. 4 

Few-men in that poſt have ys ſuch a degree 
of popularity as Lord Tharlow; and it ought to 
be obſerved, that the times in which he has lived 
have been extremely critical, and that he has, had 
to encounter any events of a very difficult na- 
ture. 

The moſt etl period i in : his life, and hat 
upon which his future biographer Will haye to 
dwell with the greateſt complacency, is the epoch 
of che king's illneſs. No ſituation could be more 
trying; and certainly no man ever conducted him- 
ſelf in a trying ſituation with greater fortitude or 
wiſdom. His integrity, on that occaſion was, in- 
deed; conſpicuous ; and be had the rare ſatisfac- 
tion of receiving for his reward, the grateful ac- 
knowlegements of both prince and people at the 
ſame time. His ſpeeches on the Regency queſtion, 
will ever remain upon record as the moſt precious 
memorials of unſhaken rectitude; and that declara- 
tion which in a manner may be ſaid to have electri- 
fied the Houſe of Peers, When I forſake my 
king in the hour of bis diſtreſs, may my God for- 
fake me!” ought to be e von his n- 

nument. | 
After 
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After having acted with Mr. Pitt, in perfect uni- 
ſon, ever ſince that gentleman came into office, till 
the preſent eventful war, a marked difference of 
opinion in the cabinet at length rendered the reſig- 
nation of one or other of theſe ſtateſmen unavoid- 
able. Accordingly Lord Thurlow delivered up 
the great ſeal, in a manner, and in terms, that at- 


ſected his royal maſter very forcibly. Doubtleſs 


his Majeſty conld not but recollect, at that mo- 


ment, the ſerviees which the ex- chancellor had ren- 


dered him in that awful ſeaſon when he was, as it 

were, ſhut out from ſociety, and oppreſſed with 

the moſt ſevere of human maladies! _ | 
From that time, Lord T. has, contented himſelf 


with enjoying the oium cum dignitate, in his retire- 


ment at Dulwich. But though he has withdrawn 
himſelf ſrom the preſent miniſtry, he has not petu- 
lantly joined the phalanx of oppoſition. His mind 


is ſuperior to party connexion, which, at the beſt, 


is but a mean kind of bondage. While in office, 
he preſerved an independent ſpirit, and was always 
ready to expreſs his diſſatisfaction at the meaſures 


of his collegues in power; and now that he has 


no ſhare in the government, he is equaily free in 


reproving or commending either miniſters or their 


opponents. , | 
His great characteriſtics are ſteadineſs, unifor- 
mity, and inflexibility, which often proceed to a 


length that, in others, would be termed obſtinacy. 


No man can ſhake him from his purpoſe, when his 
opinion is once fixed. With this ſpirit of deter 
mination, is, however, united a powerful principle 
of integrity. In all the ſituations which he has 
filled, he has conducted himſelf in ſuch a manner 
that no enemy can find an occaſion to faſten any 
ſuſpicion upon him. Though a ſtranger to gen- 
tleneſs of voice or manner, he poſſeſſes a large and 
very liberal mind. In the giſpoſal of preferments, 


his chief N ever was to merit; and he has 


been often known to reſiſt the influence of his mi- 
niſterial aſſociates, in order to bring in thole whom 
O 2 he 
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bk ſuppoſed to be better qualified for the vacant 
offices. n 
As a public ſpeaker, he poſſeſſes great powers: 
and though devoid of the more winning graces 
-which ſeal their way to the heart, he carries home 
conviction to-it, by 2a ſele& arrangement of words, 
a dignity of utterance, a cloſe and logical mode 
of argument, and a ſingular expreſſiveneſs of caun- 
tenance. | + | 8 
With fuch qualifications, and ſuch virtues, not 
to poſſeſs ſome failings would be more than falls to 
the lot of humanity. Thoſe of his lordſhip ariſe 
entirely from a defect in his early education, and 
from the peculiar caſt of his mind. Juvenile ha- 
bits and indiſeretions are rarely ſo altered in more 
advanced life, as not to leave ſome tincture of 
_ influence, unleſs in very flexible diſpoſitions 
alone. 75 | $5 
Lord Thurlow's character is replete with inte- 
-grity and liberality;; and therefore a few impertec- 
tions may the more reaſonably be excuſed. * Coarſe 
language, at time, is ſaid to eſcape 8 
| ome 


One of the meſt learned men of the preſent day, perhaps, 
dipped his pen in the gall of party prejudice, when he drew the 
following character of his. lordſhip under the name of Novius. 

Minas poſſumus contemnere vockmque fulmineam Thra- 
ſonici iſtius Oratoris rd Tag oppig xvariag le vνẽt £ujus vulti- 
culum, uti Noviorum iſtius minoris, ferre poſſe ſe negat Qua- 
druplatorum genus omne et Subſcriptorum. Quid enim? 
truculentus ſemper incedit, tetErque, et terribilis aſpectu. De 
ſupercilio autem iſto quid dicendum eſt? annon reipublicz 
Ulud quaſi pignus quoddam videtur? annon ſenatus illo, tan- 
quam Atlante coelum, innititur ? 

« Ferunt profead Novium in * ſumma feritate eſſe verſu- 
tiſimum, promtumque ingenio ultro Barbarum,” Quod ſi 
demſeris illi aut ope3pwrnra quanta in Bruto fuit, aut Twiper:.76 
vere Menippeam, aut Tmpoownry oxdpirrra propriam et ſuam, 

- facile eidem juris nodos legumque ænigmata ad ſolvendum 
permiſeris. Fer ; 257 

-« Pervido quodam et petulanti genere dicendi utitur, eo- 
dEmqne, nec valdè nitenti, nec plane horrido. Solutos irri- 
- dentium cachinnos ita commovet, ut lepores ejus, ſcurriles et 

; prorsũs 
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ſome facetious barriſters have pretended to obſerve 
an oath quivering on his lips, while fitting at Lin- 
coln's Inn; but the unmannerly ſtranger has never 
been allowed to eſcape, though his unwilliag reten- 
tion was, doubtleſs, a painful emotion. 

His lordſhip was never married, but he has ſeve- 
ral natural children. X 


Although he rents a houſe, and maintains a re- 


gular eſtabliſhment, in St. James's-ſquare, yet he 


never ſleeps in town; but retires inſtantly from the 


Houſe of Peers to his reſidence, near Dulwich, in 
Surrey. 


| veteratorios Gerben Omnia loquitur verborum ſan” 


norum curſu quodam incitato, itemque voce, qua ne ſub- 
ſellia quidem ipſa deſiderant pleniorem et grandiorem. In ad- 
verſariis autem Jacerandis ita caufidicorum figuras jaculatur, 
ita callida et malitioſa juris interpretione utitur, ita furere et 
bacehari ſolet, ut ſæpè mirere tam alias res agere optimates, - 
ut fit pens inſano inter diſertos locus. 

« Fuit ei, perinde atque aliis, fortuna pro virtutibus. Di- 
dicit autem a Muciano, ſatis clarum eſſe apud timentem, quiſ- 
quis timeatur. Corpore ipſe ingens, animi immodicus, verbis 


_ magnificus, et ſpecie inanium magis quam ſapientia validus, 


ſtudia ad ſe Optimatium illexit, ei mque adeptus eſt auctorita- 
tem, quæ homini novo pro facundia eſſe poſſet. Scilicer, 
quæ bonis Titio, Seioque turpiſſima forent, Novium noſtrum 
maxime decent, ſiquidem è ſubſellis elapſus de Tribunali nunci 
pronuntiet, et ex Przcone aionum factus fit inſtitor cloquentiz 
ſenatoriz. Quam igitur in civitate gratiam dicendi facultate 
Q Varius conſecutus eſt, vaſtus homo atque foedus, eandem 


Novius intelligit, illa ipſa facultate, quamcunque habet, ſe 


efle in Senatu conſecutum—— }_ 


« Ellum,. confident, catus : 8 
Cùm faciem videas, videtur eſſe quentivis preti : 
Triſtis ſeveritas ineſt in voltu, atque in verbis fides.” 


Of that orator, who carries menace and terror in his brow, 


| we think the eloquence Thraſonic, and deſpiſe its loudeſt thun 


ders; whoſe aſpect, like the younger Novius, repels all nndere. 
lings and petitioners,” &c. 
W. 
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THE MARQUIS CORNWALLIS. 


THE ſubject of this memoir has acted with ſuc- 
ceſs in the character of a ſtateſman as well as a 
ſoldier. Like the Roman confuls of old, he has 
received and diſpatched ambaſſadors ; he has de- 
clared war, and' granted peace. He fought for 
the preſervation of an empire in America; he re- 
tained and enlarged the Britiſh dominions in Aſia; 
and in Europe, he has humbled the enemies of his 
country, and, by his energy and humane policy, 
has cruſhed a civil war in the bud. | 

Marquis Cornwallis, whoſe family is very anci- 
ent and honourable, was born December ziſt, 
1738, and ſeems to have been intended from his 
cradle for the army. He accordingly entered into 
the ſervice at a very early age; and we find him 
in 1758, when only twenty years old, and at a 
period when promotions were leſs rapid than at 
preſent, a Captain in Colonel Craufurd's light in- 
fantry, under the title of Lord Broome. Three 
years after this, he accompanied the Marquis of 
Granby to the continent, in the honourable and 
confidential capacity of one of his Aids-de-camp, and 
was of courſe attendant on the perſon of that gallant 
nobleman during the 22 It was thus, in the 
fields of Germany, and under the moſt ſkilful and 
celebrated generals of the day, that Lord Broome 
acquired the rudiments of the art of war, and 
prepared himſelf to command others, by firſt learn - 
ing to obey.. g | 

In 1761, he was promoted to the rank of Lieu- 
tenant-colonel of the twelfth regiment of foot; and 
we then find him diſcharging his civil as well as 
military duties, by _—_ as a repreſentative in 
parliament for the Borough of Rye, 

On the death of his Father: who was the fifth 
peer of his family, in 1762, he of courſe 9 

; is 
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his ſeat in the Houſe of, Commons, and appeared 
in the Houſe. of Peers, under the title of Lord 
Cornwallis. In 1765, he was nominated one of 
.. the lords of the bedchamber; and about the ſame 
time, was honoured with the appointment of Aid- 
amp to his preſent Majeſty, which was tanta- 
mount to a promotion in the army. +530 
His ſpirit, however, was manly and indepen- 
dent. The favours of che crown did not make 
bim forget the duties of the peerage; for he voted 
frequently againſt the miniſter, and ſometimes 
adopted what is called the popular ſide of the queſ- 
tion; in particular, when the memorable bill for 
ſecuring the lepiſlative power of Great Britain over 
the American colonies, was introduced into the 
upper - houfe; Lord Cornwallis was one of the five 
who refuſed their conſent. This feeble, but re- 
ſpectable oppoſition, was headed by the venerable 
Earl Camden He- alfo, on another remarkable 
«Ketſionz- entered his proteſt-againſt the queſtion to 
vote away privilege in matters of libel. | 
Luckily for che nation, his political did not in- 
rerfere with his military career; for, in 1766, he 
was promoted to the command of the thirty- third 
regiment of foot, which he ſtill holds; and two 
years afterwards, married Miſs Jemima Tulikens 
Jones, danghter of James Jones, Eſq. whoſe fin- 
war ſueceſſion to a large fortune is related at large 
in the memoits of the facetions. Tate Wilkinſon: 
With this lady, who brought him two children (a 
ſon and a daughter), he enjoyed every felicity the 
connubial Rate is capable of yielding, untill he was 
called on to embark with his regiment for America. 
On this occaſion, Lady Cornwallis, inconſolable at 
the idea of parting from him, atter urging every 


Lord Mansfidld rallied his Lordſhip on this occaſion, on 
account of the youth of his affociates. © Poor Camden!“ 
Rid the Chief Juſtice, © Could you only get four boys to 
«* ſuppert you! : : 

25 plea 
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plea that aſfedtion could ſuggeſt, applied to his un- 
ele, then Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Who; at her 
requeſt, procured the king's leave of abſence. But, 
notwithſtanding all the fondneſs of the huſband, 
duty prevailed over affection, and a nice ſenſe; of 
honour. urged her dearly-beloved lord to forſake 
her. The ſeparation: was, however, too much for 
her weak nerves to bear; fhe literally fell a prey 
to love, ſunk beneath the weight of her grief, and 
died; thus affording a moſt ſingular and romantic 
inſtance of conjuga if affegion.! | 

S Shortly after his arrival in America, we find his 
lordſhip ſerving under Sir William Howe, with 
the rank of Major-general, and acting as an able 
and indefatigable partiſan. Having landed, in 
November, 1786, on the Jerſey 5 at the head 
of a detached corps, and found Fort Lee evacu- 
ated, he inſtantly penetrated into the country, and 
took poſſeflion of the province. At the end of the 
campaign, he repaired to New York, with a view 
to embark for Great Britain; but having received 
advice of the diſaſtrous affair of Trentown, with 
the unpremeditated gallantry of a ſoldier, he de- 
ferred his voyage, and returned to the Jerſeys. 

His lordſhip's firſt enterpriſe in 1777, Was an at- 
tempt to ſurpriſe an American poſt in his neigh- 
bourhood, in which he in part ſucceeded. Soon 
after this, -he received orders. from General Howe 
to abandon the Jerſeys, and in July he embarked 
with the Engliſh commander-in-chief in te expe· 
dition to the Cheſapeak. 

This was not a. conteſt in which — e armies 
contended with each other, and in which the fate 
of a battle was to decide the lot of an empire. 
On the contrary, it was what the French term a 
petite guerre; a war of poſts and of ſkirmiſhes, of 
night marches and ſurpriſes, in which the climate 
and the ſword cut off thouſands, without putting a 
period to hoſtilities. It is in vain, therefore, to 


expect any very ſplendid achievements on ſo narrow 
a field 
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a field. of enterpriſe, when it is recollected that 
both armies would have ſcarcely conſtituted an 
advanced guard to a continental general, in the 
conflicts we have ſo recently witneſſed. 

In ſeveral of the ſubſequent events, his lordſhip 
took a very active part. He commanded a conſi- 
derable body of troops at the paſſage of the Brandy- 
wine, and after driving the enemy before him, en- 
tered and took poſſeſſion of Philadelphia, on the 
z4ath of September, 1777. This was then conſi- 
dered a very important acquiſition ; but it was 
ſoon diſcovered, that a country might be over-run 
without. being ſubjugated, and that the poſſeſſion 
even of a province, does not always depend on 
ſecuring” the capital. 

From that period until 1779, when he embarked 
as a lieutenant-general with Sir Henry Clinton for 
the ſiege of Charleſtown, he ſeems to have had few 
opportunities of ſignalizing himſelf. On the ſur- 
render of the place, the command of South Caro- 
lina, with about 4000 troops, devolved upon him. 
On hearing this, General Gates, who had rendered 
himſelf ſo 9 by the capture of Burgoyne and 
his army at Saratoga, took poſt near Camden, 
where he had collected about 3, o men. Lord 
Cornwallis, inſtead of being daunted at this event, 
advanced with an inferior force; and on the morn- 
ing of the 16th of October, a ſevere action took 
place, which was ſoon decided by the ſpirit of the 
Britiſh troops, who, after a ſtart fire, had-recourſe 
to their bayonet ; and the Americans having at 
length given way, were purſued nearly twenty 
miles. Bees pieces of eannon, the greater part 
of the baggage, and a thouſand priſoners, conſti- 
tuted the trophies of this day. 

Early in 1781, General Arnold, Who had now 
relinquiſhed both the cauſe and the ſervice of his 
native country, had landed in the Cheſapeak, 
where he did conſiderable miſchief to his former 
aſſociates. Lord Cornwallis, on hearing of this, 
determined to effect a junction with him, in order 

» » O 3 g . p » | . to; 
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to overwhelm the Marquis La Fayette, ſince ſo 
much celebrated for his patriotiſm and ſufferings 
during the French revolution, as commander: in- 
chief of the national guards. e vi 
Accordingly, having diſpatched the gallant Co- 
lonel (now the patriot General) Tarleton with the 
cavalry, and Colonel Simcoe having been ſent for- 


ward by Arnold, with the Queen's rangers, they 


took poſſeſſion of the fords on the Nottoway and the 


| Meherrin, the only rivers that intervened ; and a 


junction accordingly took place between the two ar- 
mies, at Peterſburgh, on the 2oth of May. Imme- 
diately after this, the Britiſh army croſſed ſames- 
river, at Weſtover, in purſuit of the French com- 
mander, who by this time had decamped from the 
neighbourhood of Richmond, and retired towards 
the back country with ſuch celerity, that it was im- 
poſſible to overtake him. _ 8 

In the mean while, Sir Henry Clinton, who was 
apprehenſive for the ſafety of New-York, blamed 
Lord Cornwallis for penetrating ſo far ; and a cool- 


Teſs from this moment ſeems to have taken place, 


which ended in a ſubſequent difpute and appeal to 


the public. No ſooner were the diſpatches re- 


ceived, however, than his lordſhip, 2 that 
obedience is one of the firſt duties of a ſoldier, 
abandoned. Portſmouth, and concentrated his forces 


at Vork and Glouceſter. 


General Waſhington, on learning this, was deſir- 
ous to ſtrike a blow, that might poſſibly put à period 
to the war, and he had actually formed the daring 
project of capturing the brave Earl and all his. 
forces. Rochambeau, the French commander, en- 
tered with great ſpirit into the ſcheme; and it un- 
luckily. proved but too fucceſsful. The combined 
armies of France and America. accordingly paſſed. 
through Philadelphia, and at length arrived, on the 
28th of September, in ſight of Tork Town, at 
which the Britiſh troops Fn remained poſted, in 
conſequence of ciſpatches from the commander: in- 
chief, promiſing immediate relief. Lord on 

wi 
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wallis on this withdrew his forces within the place, 
im fall confidence of holding out, until the arrival 
of the promiſed ſuccours. The works thus aban- 
doned by him, were occupied next day by the con- 
federates, and the town regularly inveſted. , 

The Engliſh commander being now reduced to 
the alternative of either ſurrendering or attempting 
to eſcape, of courſe preferred the latter, and ac- 
tually conceived the idea of croſſing the river, ſur 

priſing Brigadier Choiſe, who was pofted an the 
other ſide, mounting his own infantry on the ca- 
valry of the — and thus effecting a re- 
treat, which would have been infinitely more glo- 
rious than any victory. 

In purſuance of this deſign, the light infantry, 
Kc. were actually embarked in boats, and tran- 
{ported to the Glouceſter ſhores, in the courſe of 
the night; but a violent. ſtorm having ariſen, the 
troops were driven much lower chan was intended, 
and Agra during a conſiderable time, from re- 
turnin In this diſtreſo ful ſituation, and deſtitute 
even o ammunition, his lordſhip, unwilling to ex- 
poſe the remains of his gallant army to an aſſault, 
conſented, on the iyth of October, to capitulate; 
and the terms. were, on the whole, not a 
able. 

Lord Cornwallis now returned to is native 
country, in order to repoſe himſelf after the fatigues 
of an unfortunate war, and enjoy all the happmeſs 
that can poſſibly enſue from the. ſweets of private 
friendſhip and public eſteem. 

During the political conteſts chat took place in 
1782; and 1783, his lordſhip was for a time de- 
prived of his place as Lieutenant of the Tower of 
. London, which he had obtained ſeveral years be- 
tore; but in the year 1784 it was reſtored to him. 
'The calm that enſued after the peace, prevented 
his talents from being called into action for fome 
years z but the affairs of India no ſooner began to 
aſſume a critical aſpect, than a man was looked for, 


who united in his own perſon the eſteem and confi- 
dence 
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dence of the king, the miniſtry, and the people. 
Cornwallis'was accordingly pitched upon, and im- 
mediately appointed to the high, honourable, and: 
important ſituation of Governor-general of Ben- 

al. | | WE. 4s 
Ns ſooner did he arrive there, than a war took 
place with Tippoo Sultaun, ſen of the famous Hy- 
der, who, from humble beginnings, attained: great 
power, acquired extenſive territories, and orga- 
nized an immenſe army. The conduct of hoſtili- 
ties was at firſt mtruſted to the Madras government; 
but little or no progreſs. being made, the Governor- 
general left Calcutta, and proceeded to the ſcene of 
action, where he arrived on the-12th of December, 


1790. Having inſtantly aſſumed the command of 


the grand army, he proceeded to Vellore, and 
ſeemed to meditate an attack on the Myſore coun- 
try, by the Baramahal. Valley. The ſultaun, un- 
acquainted. with European tactics, was deceived by 
this motion; for the Engliſh ſoon after made a ra- 
pid march to the Muglu Paſs, through which they 
penetrated with porn oppoſition. 

Within. a few miles of, Bangalore, 'Fippoo's army 


at length» difplayed itſelf: on che beights,, in excel- 
| tent order; and it ſoon appeared that his ſubjects, 


as if in love with deſpotiſm, were attached both to. 


his perſon and government. Notwithſtanding this, 


Bangalore was immediately inveſted, and.the pettah, 
or town, ſtormed and taken, on. the, very next day. 
The reduction of the fort itſelf followed.ſoon after.. 

The army having been joined by the Nizam, and. 
a reinforcement of 5000 men, under Colonel Old- 
ham, Lord:Cornwallis determined to march agamſt: 
Seringapatam, the capital of Tippoo ;, and on the. 
13th of May, the army arrived within ſight of a 
Place, the capture of which was expected to put a: 
period to its toils, and reward all its labours. As 
the ſultaun had poſted thither a few days before, 


and occupied an advantageous camp, it was deter- 


mined to carry it, if poſſible, by ſurpriſe; but this. 
ſcheme proved. abortive, from. the vigilance of the: 
- ; enemy, 
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enemy, who were, nevertheleſs, obliged to aban- 
don their poſition. „ | 

It. was impoſſible, however, at this period, to at- 
tempt the ſiege of ſo formidable a place as Serin- 
gapatam; for, in addition to a variety of other 
cauſes, there was an abſolute deficiency in the arti- 
cle of proviſions. | | | 

Having therefore ſent. notice to General Aber. 
crombie, who was marching to his aſſiſtance, to re- 
turn, the Commander-in-chief deſtroyed his batter- 
ing train, and retreated to Bangalore, being joined... 
on his march thither by 30,000 Mahrattas. 

Early, however, in the enſuing ſpring, the Bri-- 
tiſh army retraced its ſteps, and appeared once 
more before the metropolis of the Myſore, where 
it found Tippoo again ſtrongly entrenched. He 
was, however, attacked, and obliged, as before, to 
retreat. The Bombay army forming a junction 
ſoon after, regular approaches were made, redoubts 
were raiſed, and had it not been for ſome unlucky” 
events, in reſpect to. which, his. lordſhip was entirely 
blameleſs, the. ſultaun, after being ſtripped of his 
capital, and bereaved of his power, would have 
laid proſtrate at his feet. | 

He, however, was obliged to accept of ſuch. 
terms as the Engliſh commander choſe to dictate. 
He conſented: to cede part of his dominions, paid: 
a hirge ſum of. money, undertook to furniſh a ſtill 
more conſiderable portion of treaſure, within a li- 
mited period, &c. and entruſted two of his ſons to 
the care of Lord Cornwallis, with whom they were 
to remain as hoſtages for the due performance of 
the treaty : and here it is but juſtice to a prince, 
whom we are accuſtomed to ſtyle a barbarian, to ob- 
ſerve, that he fulfilled every article with the moſt 
ſerupulous punctuality. 

This important war being now ended, highly to 
the honour of the Britiſh arms, Lord Cornwallis 
returned to England, without being enriched by a: 
poſt, in which avarice and rapacity could eaſily 
have realized a. princely fortune but he neither 
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exacted a jaghire from the conquered ſovereign; nor- 


-Mmcreaſfed his own income, by venality or extortion. 


Honours and employments, both ſo well earned, 
awaited him at home. He had: before heer inveſt. 


ed with the inſignia of the Garter; he was now 


(1792)-created a Marquis, admitted a member of 


the Privy Council, and in addition to his other ap- 


pointments, was nominated to the lucrative office 
of Maſter-general of the Ordnance. | 

Returning once more to the boſom of domeſtic 
happineſs, te marquis ſeemed to promiſe to him» 
ſelf a life of eaſe and quiet in his native country. 
Such, however, was not his deſtiny. Ireland was 
diſorganized, and the Engliſh: power there ſhook. 
to its very centre. It was even doubtful] how long 
it would appertain to Great Britain ; for it was me- 
naced by inſurrection within, and invaſion” from. 
without. One of theſe events had actually taken. 
place, and the other ſoon followed. 

In this critical tate of affairs, the eyes of the 
cabinet, and the nation, were once more turned to- 
wards him, and he was inveſted with the Vice-regal 
powers, amidſt the acclamations of both king- 
doms. His adminiſtration has been ſhort ; but it 
has been ſucceſsful. The inſurgents have been. 
beaten, the diſaffected have been diſarmed, and an 
mvading enemy has been taken captive. But his 
adminiſtration has been accompanied by merits of 
another, and of a better kind ; for military. deſ- 
potiſm has ceaſed, the ſyſtem of. plunder and free 
quarters .has been checked, and- the torture, the 
rack, the whip, the ſcourge, and: the halter, abo- 
lithed, as inſtruments not within:the pale of legiti- 
mate government! : . | 
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ES the ſon of Mr. Abel Smith, many years a re- 
ſpectable ſhopkeeper, and afterwards a banker at 
Nottingham. Before banking became a diſtin& bu- 
ſineſs in the country, it was the practice of woollen- 
drapers, and other ſhop-keepers, whoſe buſineſs re- 
quired large capitals, to diſcount the bills of their 
fellow townſmen ; and hence the majority of coun- 
try banks owe their origin to opulent individuals, 
who are, to this day, bankers alſo in towns which 
are not large enough to ſupport a ſeparate bank. 

Mr. Abel Smith died a few years ſince, and left 
a very large property among his ſons ; of whom Ro-- 
bert, now Lord Carrington, is the eldeſt. The 
Nottingham bank, after the death of its founder, 
was carried on by his lordſhip, in conjunction with 
and under the firm of the houſe in Manſion-houſe- 
ſtreet, now ſo well known as the bank of Smith, 
Payne, and Co. The integrity of Meſſrs. Smiths, 
and the activity of Mr. Rene Payne, greatly tended 
to the extenſion of the intereſts of the houſe in 
London; which may certainly be conſidered, at 
2 preſent day, as one of the firſt in the metropo- 

8. | | 
His lordſhip has. been, from a very early period 
of his life, in habits of ſtrict and conſtant inter- 
courſe with the preſent Premier, who is his zealous 
and intimate friend ; and who has always experi- 
enced, in return, from Lord Carrington, an uſeful 
and pretty uniform adherence to his meaſures, His 
lordſhip is not, however, to be confidered as a tory ; 
his tamily, his connexions, and avowed principles, 
being wholly on the ſide of the whigs. Whilſt a 
commoner, he ſat as member for Nottingham, for 
which place he was returned by the corporation, 
on the whig and difſenting intereſt, but contrary to 
the wiſhes of the dregs of the populace* ; a cir- 


* A ſort of Birmingham mob, which has more than once 
diſgraced the town of Nottingham. 
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cumſtance that has occaſioned no ſmall perſonal 
danger to his lordſhip, who was once under the ne- 
ceſlity of eſcaping from their. barbarous fury in the 
diſguiſe of a waggoner ! | 

he property of Lord Carrington is moderately - 
eſtimated at about 30, oool. per annum, including his 
ſuppoſed intereſts in the ſeveral banks in London, 
Nottingham, Hull, and Lincoln, and a commer- 
cial concern at Hull, in which the father of Mr. 
Wilberforce had alſo a ſnare. 

The Boroughs of Midhurſt and Wendover form 
parts of his lordſhip's landed property, having been 
recently purchaſed at a- price very little ſhort of a 
hundred thouſand pounds ! Of theſe boroughs, now 
under the patronage of Lord Carrington, it may 
be worthy of remark, that two of the moſt illuſtri-- 
ous characters of the preſent age have repreſented. 
them in parlxament, Fox and Burke. 

The cath account of: the cuſtoms of England has 
been for ſome” years kept at the houſe of Smith, 
Payne,.and Co. 'This alone is ſufficient to beſtow. 
a high degree of reſpectability upon any banking- 
houſe, and has. doubtleſs tended to raiſe the wealth 
and reputation of the Smiths. | 

As a public man, Lord Carrington muſt certain- 
Iy be claſſed among courtiers ; his conduct, how- 
ever, in private life, is worthy of being held up for 
the imitation of the opulent and the. noble. Libe- 
rality is a ſtriking trait in his character. His mar- 
riage with Mis n a lady of Vorkſhire, the 
preſent Lady. Carrington, is a pleaſing proof, that 
his lordſhip eſtimates amiable accompliſhments, and 
virtuous diſpoſitions, above the more faſhionable 
dowers of birth and fortune. By this lady, Lord 
Carrington is the father of nine beautiful daugh- 
ters, and one ſon, who is the youngeſt of the ten. 

The ſecond brother, Mr. Samuel Smith, is mem- 
ber of parliament” for the Borough of Leiceſter, 
and is equally diſting uiſned for the amiableneſs and 
ſimplicity of his manners, and his integrity in pri- 
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vate life, In politics, he is a moderate man, but 
not teſs attached to Mr. Pitt than his brother. * | 


* 


MISS HANNAH MORE. 
2 THE controverſy reſpecting the intellectual ta- 


lents of women, as compared with thoſe of men, is 
nearly brought to an iſſue, and greatly to the credit 
of the fair The preſent age has produced a 
moſt brilliant conſtellation of female worthies, who 
have not only diſplayed emineat powers in works of 
fancy, but have = diſtinguiſhed themſelves in 
the higher branches of literary compoſition. Our 
own country has the honour of enrolling among its 
literary ornaments many females, to whom the in- 
tereſts of poetry, morality, and the- ſciences, are 
greatly indebted. Among illuſtrious living ladies 
may, with juſtice, be mentioned the names of Bar- 
bauld, Robinſon, Cowley, Smith, Radcliffe, Pi- 
ozzi, Seward, Lee, Hays, Inchbald, Cappe, 
Plamptre*, Trimmer, Yearfley, Williams, D*Ar- 
blay, Bennet, Linwood, Coſway, Kauffman, ar. 
Siddons. The female who is the ſubject of the 
preſent notice is well known to the literary world, 
by ſeveral elegant, ingenious and uſeful publica- 
tions. A few particulars reſpecting her, therefore, 
will not only be amuſing to thoſe who have read her 
works, but will alſo be inſtructive to young perſons 
in the way of example. 

Miſs Hannah More is the eldeſt of three maiden 
ſiſters, who were the daughters of a poor but very 
worthy peaſant at Hanham, a village near Briſtol. 

Hannah, notwithſtanding the domeſtic drudgery 
which neceſſarily fell to her lot, improved her mind 


* The able tranſlator of Kotzebue's « Natural Son.” 
| during 
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during the few leiſure hours ſne could ſpare in read. 
ing. It may be well ſuppoſed: that her Rock%o6f 
books was but ſmall. The fisſt which fell in her 
way was the Pamela of Richardſon, the humble 
' ſource of an innumerable offspring: happy it would 
have been for the intereſts of virtue and literature, 
had the progeny been but as innocent as the parent. 
The literary attainments, ſobriety, modeſty, and 
induſtry of -Hannah More, were ſpoken of with ge- 
neral reſpect in her native place, and at length raiſed 
her, through the patronage of ſome reſpectable 
perſons there, to the uſeful. and. comparatively im- 
portant ſtation of the village ſchoolmiſtreſs. Her 
genus ſtruggled above all the obſtacles of that lowly 
condition, and ſhe acquired ſuch a degree of know- 
lege, as to enable her, with her ſiſters, to enlarge 
the ſchool, and to undertake the education of young 
perſons above the ſituation, of thoſe to whole im- 
provement their attention had hitherto been directed. 
So great, at length, was their reputation, that ſe- 
vert ladies of fortune and diſcernment prevailed 
upon them to remove to Briſtol, about the-year 
1765, where they opened a boarding-ſchool in 
Park- ſtreet. This ſeminary, in a ſhort. time, be- 
came the, moſt reſpectable of its kind in the Weſb of 
England; and many females of rank received their 

education in it. q . * 
Among others, who had the advantage of pro- 
fiting by the inſtruction of Miſs More and her ſiſ- 
ters, was the celebrated Mrs. Robinſon, well known 
for her various elegant publications in proſe and 
n 1 | ga # 
Miſs More had the good fortune of having for a 
next-door neighbour the Reverend Dr: - Stonehouſe; 
who perceiving her merits, diſtinguiſhed her by his 
def which he manifeſted by his inſtructions 
and his recommendation. Both of theſe were of 
the moſt eſſential ſervice to her intereſts in the line 
of her profeſſion; and alſo in the cultivation of her 
literary taſte. The doctor was a man of extenſive 
acquaintance, general knowledge, and elegant 
| manners. 
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manners. He condeſcended to examine the oeca-' 


ſional effuſions of her pen, and alſo to correct them, 
and through bis hands all her early efforts paſſed to 
me preſs. The firſt of theſe was entitled The 
Search aſter Happineſs, a Poem, which was 
printed at Briſtol, under the doctor's eye; and on 


its publication in London was ſo favourably receive 


ed, as to encourage the author to further exertions 
of her powers. She next publiſhed Sir Eldred 


of the Bower, and the Bleeding Rock ; a legendary 


Tale;“ which. ſtyle of writing was become faſhion-: 
able, through the ſucceſs of Dr. Goldſmith's ſweet 
ftory of Edwin and Angelina. 72222 
Miſs More now turned her attention to dramatic 
getry, and produced a tragedy entitled Fa rAL 
ALSEROOD 3; Which was tolerably well received ; 
but not ſo much as. her Percy, a tragedy, which 
met with univerſal applauſe. She alſo wrote ano- 
ther tragedy, called the InfriexiBLs CarPTivk ;, 
which fell ſhort of the merit of ber other dramatic 
pieces. The fucceſs ſhe met with in this way, was 
owing, in a great meaſure, to the immediate and 
commanding patronage of Garrick, who entered 
warmly into her intereſts, through the recommenda- 
tion of Dr. Stonehouſe, with. whom he was very in- 
timate “. | a 
| - #7 She 


The doctor was one of the moſt correct and elegant 
preachers in the kingdom. When he entered into huly or- 
ders, þsook occaſion to profit, by his acquaintance with Gar- 
tek, to procure from him ſome valuable inſtructions in elocu- 
tion. Being once / engaged to read prayers, and to preach at a 
church in the city, he prevailed upon Garrick to go with him. 
After the ſervice, the Britiſn Roſcius aſked. the door: what 
particular buſineſs he had to do when the duty was over: 
None,“ ſaid the other: I thought you had, (ſaid Garrick), , 


\ 


on (feing you enter the reading-deſk in ſuch a hurry.” — 


« Nothing (added he) can be more indecent, than to ſee a cler- 
« gyman ſet about ſacred buſineſs as if he were a tradeſman, 


—andtogo into the church as if he wanted to get out of it as 
( ſoon as poſſible.” — 


He next aſked the doctor What books he had in the deſk 
«4 before him? Only the Bible and Praycr-book.””—* 0 
« the 
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She afterwards printed a ſmall volume of « Eſſays 
for Young Ladies,” in which ſhe has recommended 
to them a variety of ingenious and excellent ob- 
ſer vations upon the moſt important ſubjects, ex- 
preſſed in elegant language. In 1782, ſhe publiſhed 
a work, perhaps the moſt popular of all her pieces, 
entitled ! Sacred Dramas; to which is added, 
Senſibility, a poetical Epiſtle:” In this volume, 
ſhe has dramatized, in a very natural and feeling 
manner, ſome of the moſt affecting and inſtructive 
narratives in the ſacred hiſtory. Many of theſe 
had been 'previouſly performed by her pupils; 
and had given ſo much ſatisfaction to thoſe who had 
ſeen the performances, or read the pieces, as to oc- 
caſion numerous folicitations that they might be 
printed. The voice of the public accorded with the 
ſentiments of private friendſhip, and theſe dramas 
have not only gone through ſeveral large editions, 

but, we believe, they have been, and are now fre- 
quently performed in reſpectable boardimg-ſchools.. 

- Her next production was in a different ſtyle of 
compoſition ;; it was entitled © Bas Bleu, with the 
Tale of Florio,” r785. This poem is ſomewhat in 
the manner of Fontaine, and hits off the prevailing 
follies with great ſmartneſs and taſte. The founda- 
tion of it was the Blue Stocking club, inſtituted by 
Mrs. Montague. . | 

In 1788, appeared a fmall volume, called 
« Thoughts on the Manners of the Great ;” which 
attracted an uncommon degree of curioſity. As it 
was anonymous, ſome conjectured it to be the per- 
form ince of one perſon, and ſome· Uf another. The. 
preſent Biſhop of London, Mr. Wilberforce, and 
many others, were reputed to be its authors ; bat at 
length it was diſcovered to have iſſued from the pen 


«the Bible and Prayer-book,” ' replied the player; © why you 
« toſſed them backwards and forwards, and turned the leaves 
as careleſsly as if they were thoſe of a day-book and ledger.” 

The doctor was wiſe enough to ſee the force of theſe obſerva- 
trons, and in future he avoided the faults they were deſigned to 


reprove. 
of 
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of · Miſs More. In this work ſhe attacked, with 
great ſpirit, the encrealing licentiouſneſs of high 


E. | , 

In the period between theſe two publications Miſs. 
More and her ſiſters had reſigned their ſchool, in 
favour of Miſs Mills, and retired to a neat cottage, _ 
which they had purchaſed with the fruits of their 
joint induſtry, at the foot of the Mendip hills. 

Here they inſtituted a ſunday-ſchool, which has 
greatly encreaſed, and-been abundantly bleſſed un- 
der their pious and judicious management. 

In 1791, our author publiſhed, without her name, 
x uſeful and popular little volume, entitled An 
Eſtimate of the Religion of the Faſhionable World.” 
This well-timed performance expoſes ſtrongly that 
lifeleſs profeſſion of Chriſtianity which is the gene- 
ral characteriſtic of the higher orders of ſociety. 
She has herein the honour of having preceded Mr. 
Wilberforce, and ſome other eminent perſons, in 
pleading for the neceſſity of a ſound religious faith, 


in order to an acceptable courſe of moral practice. 


About this time a ſociety was formed, whoſe ob- 
jet was the inſtruction of the poor in morality and 
religion. The plan adopted was, to print ſtriking, 
amuſmg, and inſtructive tracts, adapted to the ca- 
pacities of common perſons, and coming eaſily 
within their ability to purchaſe. On this ground 
the Cheap Repoſitory was eſtabliſhed, by which 
many thouſands of moſt uſeful pieces have been cir- 
culated in the manufacturing towns and villages of 
this kingdom. In this benevolent deſign Miſs More 
was one of the firſt concerned, and towards the 
ſucceſs of it ſhe has been particularly n by her 
excellent contributions. Among other uſeful tracts 
of her writing we ſhall only mention The Sbep- 
berd of Saliſbury. Plain,” a little performance which 
perſons of a refined taſte may read with pleaſure and 
profit. She alſo endeavoured to countera® the pro- 

reſs of thoſe political principles which the French 
Ratobation had made ſo faſhionable 3 and printed 
ſome ſmall tracts, particularly one entitled & 

ge 
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lage Politics,” in. the way of dialogue,. which ob. 


tained a wide extent of circulation. | 
Miſs More has the credit of having drawn Mrs. 
 Yearſley, the celebrated poetical milk-woman, from 
her obſcurity into public notice and favour. - When 
ſhe had diſcovered this remarkable phenomenon, ſhe 
immediately began to exert her benevolence, and 
by her unwearied aſſiduity procured a liberal ſub- 
' ſcription to the poems of this child of nature. She 
atio drew up an intereſting account of the milk. wo- 
man in a letter to Mrs. Montague; which letter, in 
order. to enlarge the ſubſcription, was publiſhed in 
the newſpapers and magazines of the day. By the 
attentions cf Miſs More, a ſum was raiſed ſufficient 
to place the object of them in a ſituation. more ſuit- 
able to her genius. But we are ſorry to be obliged 
to add, that a diſagreement almoſt immediately Fol. 
lowed the publication of the poems in queſtion, be- 
tween the author and her patroneſs; which is ſaid 
to have been occaſioned by the latter's taking the 
management of the ſubſtription-· money into the 
bands of herfelf and ſome ſelect friends. The mo- 
tive with which this was done is greatly to the credit 
of Miſs More and her friends, as it was no other 
than a deſire to provide permanently for Mrs. Year- 
fley and her young family. She, hbweves, had a 
different opinion, and thought it was unjuſt in them 
to withhold from her the management of her own 
property. She went further, and endeavoured to 
repreſent her belt friend as actuated by unworthier 
ſentiments, the worſt of which was, that of envy. 
Some attacks were, in conſequence, made upon 
Miſs More in different publications; but, conſcious 
of the purity of her own views, ſhe paſſed over thoſe 
invidious attempts to prejudice the public mind 
againſt her in filence. 5 
Another remarkable phenomenon in that neigh- 
*bourhood alſo attracted Miſs More's curioſity and 
. benevolence about that time. A ſtrange female, of 
, elegant figure and manners, had been ſeen, for 


ſome conſiderable time, hovering about the fields 
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perſons eminent for literature and piety. 
In the village where ſhe reſides, with her ſiſters, 


hymm of praiſe to the God of all theſe mercies. 
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near French-hay, and Hanham, of whom no par- 
ticulars could be known, She thankfully received 
any humble food that was preſented to her by the 
peaſants; but always took up her night's lodging 
under a hayſtack. Various attempts were made to 
in from her the place of her birth,” but in vain. 
Yak evident that ſhe was a foreigner, and firange 
ſurmiſes were naturally formed, reſpecting her 
country and eonnexions. Miſs More's humanity 
was rouſed upon this intereſting occaſion; and 
chiefly by her means the fair ſtranger found a com- 
fortable aſylum in the houſe of Mr. Henderſdn, at 
the Fiſhponds, father of the celebrated, but eccen- 
the, John Henderſon, of Pembroke college, Ox- 
nnn? 1 | 60 
Our benevolent author wrote an account of the 
« Maid of the Hay-ſtack,“ which was printed in 


moſt of the publications of the period. 


Miſs More has long been honoured: with the par- 


ficular friendſhip. of ſome of the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
perſonages in the kingdom. She ſpends ſome 


months in the year at the Duke of Beaufort's ſeat 


in Glouceſterſhire. She _ greatly eſteemed by 
e 


the Biſhop of London, Mr. Wilberforce, and other 


a great and pleaſing reformation has been accom- 
pliſhed by their means. Every Sunday evening the 
children of the ſunday-ſchools, under their imme- 
diate patronage, are aſſembled in the ſchool- room, 
together with the farmers? ſervants, and fuch other 


grown. perfons as chooſe to attend. In this little 
congregation prafers are offered up, a plain diſ- 


courſe read, and ymns fung. Pertinent queſtions 
are propoſed to the adult part of the auditory, on 
the plain truths of Chriſtianity; and the whole of 
this pleaſing ſervice is concluded with a cheerful 


Ban 
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ln a volume containing the biography of the emi. 
nent artiſts of this country, claims a peculiar and 
pre-eminent diſtindion; for though the productions 
of his own burin cannot be claſſed with thoſe of men 
who have devoted their lives to the practical part of 
their profeſſion, he has rendered more real ſervice to 
the Engliſh ſchool than the whole maſs of our Eng- 
liſh nobility, and may very fairly be a en. 
the father of the arts in Great Britain. | 

He was born on. the 19th of January, 1719, at 
Dorrington, in Shropſhire, of which place his 

andfather was vicar*. His father, who was a 
land-ſuryeyor, intended his ſon for his own profeſ- 
ſion; and had it not been for one of thoſe little ac- 
cidents which determine the path that men are deflined 
to walk, he had waſted that life, which has been ſo 
honourable to himſelf and beneficial to his country, 
in meaſuring and valuing the acres of Shropſhire 
ſquires, and the manors of Welſh baronets. For- 
tunately for ' himſelf, and the arts, a trifling inci- 

dent gave a different direction to his mind, and led 
him to aim at the delineation of ſcenes more pic- 

tureſque than the ground-plans of houſes, hounda- 
ries of fields, or windings of obſcure roads, 

While he was yet very young, chance threw in 
his way Baddeley's Views of different Country 
Seats ;*” amongſt them was one of Hawarden Caſtle, 
Flintſhire, which being the ſeat of Sir John Glynn, 
by whom he was then employed in his profeſſional 
capacity, and in the pariſh of which his father was 
an inhabitant, naturally attracted his attention. 
An exact delineation. of a building he had ſo often 
- contemplated, afforded him pleafure, and excited 
an aſtoniſhment eaſier to conceive than deſcribe. 
Conſidering it as an engraving, and naturally re- 


' * He was afterwards vicar of. Aſhbourne, and rector of 
Mapleton, both in Derbyſhire, | 


flecting 
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an almoſt indefinite number of impreſſions, he de- 
termined to quit the pen and take up the graver, as 
an inſtrument which would enable him to diſſeminate 


whatever work he could produce, in ſo much wider 


a circle. This reſolution was no ſooner made, than 
it was put in execution; for with that ſpirit and 
perſeverance which he has manifeſted in every ſuc- 
ceeding ſcene of his life, he, at twenty-one years of 
age, walked up to the metropolis, and at the age of 
TWENTY-ONE bound himſelf apprentice for ſeven 
years to Mr. Toms, the engraver of the print which 
had ſo foreibly attracted his attention. T 
Theſe, and accidents equally trifling, ſometimes 
attract men of ſtrong minds into the path that leads 
dire# to fame, and have been generally conſidered as 
proving that they were born with ſome peculiar ge- 
nius for ſome peculiar-ſtudy ; though after all, ge- 
nius is, perhaps, little more than what a great mo- 
raliſt has defined it A mind with flrong powers, ac- 
cidentally' directed to ſome particular obje ; for it is not 
eaſy to conceive that a'man who can run a given 
diſtance in a ſhort time with his face to the eaſt, 
could not do the ſame thing if he turned his face to 
the welt.” Be this as it may,:—lt is recorded of 
Cowley, that by reading Spenſer's Faerie Queen, 
he became a poet. Pope ſays of himſelf, that while 
yet a boy he acquired his firſt taſte for poeſy by the 
peruſal of Sandys's Ovid and Ogilby's Virgil; Sir 
Joſhua Reynolds had the firſt fondneſs for his art 
excited by the peruſal of Richardſon's treatiſe on 
Painting; and, as we have before obſerved, Mr. 
Alderman Boydell was induced to learn the art of 
engraving by the coarſe print of a coarſe artiſt, re- 
preſenting a miſhapen Gothic caſtle. | 
His conduct, during his apprenticeſhip, was 
eminently aſſiduous; eager to attain all poſſible 
knowledge of an art on which his mind wag bent, 


and of every thing that would be uſeful to him, 


and impelled by an induſtry that ſeems inherent in 
P his 


fedting chat from the ſame copper might be taken 
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| this nature, "whenever he could, he attended the 

a in St; Martin's-lane to perfect himſelf in 

drawing; his leiſure hours in the evening were 

devoted to the ſtudy of perſpective, and learning 

French without the aid of a maſter; —to improve 

himſelf i in the pronunciation of the language he 

had thus acquited, he regularly attended at the 

French chapel. After very e- purſuing his 

/ buſineſs for ſix years, finding himſelf a better artiſt 

than his teacher, he bo F from Mr. Toms the 

laſt year of his apprenticeſhip, and became his own 

maſter ; and the Art uſe he made of his freedom 

was to return into his own country, Where he mar. 

| bes ried a very deſerving - young perſon to whom he 
1 had an early attachment, and with whom he lived 
| many years in great felicity. During his ſtay he 

made many drawings of differer.c,romantic ſpots, 

and remarkable buildings, in Dẽrbyſhire and Wales, 

which he afterwards engraved: but his firſt publi- 


cation made its * in 1745, immediately 
after be Was out of his time, and was entitled -the 


Bridge-book ; it conſiſted of fix fmall-ſized landſcapes, 
deſigned and engraved by himſelf, and ſold at a 
ſhilling. With This the public were pleaſed, and 
and the ſale of it encouraged and enabled him to 
proceed with vigour in his future works. The pa- 
per and printing would now coſt more than the 
ſum the book was at that time ſold for. 

The arts were then at a very low ebb: inferior 
prints, from poor originals, -were almoſt the only 
works which our Engl ith artiſts were thodyht capa- 


% 


* How ſtriking a contraſt 4 his conduct form to that of 
Chatelaine, who was at the ſame period employed by Mr. 
Toms, and in the ſame workſhop etched and engraved at one 
ſhilling an hour; but who, with all his taſte and talents, and 
he had much of both, was ſo diſſipated and idle, that at the 
expiration of the firſt half-hour he frequently demanded his 
ſixpence, and retired to a neighbouring alehouſc to expend it. 
+ Among theſe were a view of the ſtraits in Dovedale, 
Matlock baths, Cromford, Beeſton caſtle, Cheſter caſtle, Con- 

way caſtle, and Gb caſtle. | 
ble 
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ble of performing, nor were they (with the excep- 
tion of the inimitable Hogarth, and two or three 
more), in general, qualified for much better things. 
The few people who had a taſte for higher art, 

tified themſelves by the purchaſe of Flemiſh and 
Nalan pictures, or French prints; for which, even 
at that period, the empire was drained of very large 
ſums of money. This, to a young man, who felt 
that his own intereſt was hurt, and the nation diſ- 
honoured, and who was conſcious that, with proper 
encouragement, better things might be done, mult 
have been a mortifying proſpect. But though he 
might lament that the courſe of the ſtream ran ſo 
much againſt his -own and his country's intereſt, 
his powers did not then enable him to turn the 
current; he, therefore, for the preſent, followed 
it, and deſigned and engraved many views of pla- 


ces in and about London; which were generally 


publiſhed at the low price of one ſhilling each. Be- 
ſides theſe, he copied many prints from Vande- 
velde, Brooking, Berghem, Oſtade, Caſtiglione, 
Salvator Roſa, &c. * 

The facility with which he drew, etched, and 
managed the dry needle, enabled him to complete 
a great number of prints; and with a view of ſhew- 
ing the improvement of the art ſince the time of 
their publication, the alderman lately collected the 


whole into one port folio, and publiſhed it at five 
1 In his introduction to this work, he 
> | 


irly remarks : | 
P'4 That 


* Even at this period, he was ſo much alive to fame, that 
after having paſt ſeveral months in copying an hiftorical pic- 
ture of Coriolanus, by Sebaſtian Concha, he ſo much difliked 
his own engraving, that he cut the plate to pieces. 

+ The number of theſe prints, which were drawn and en- 
graved at a time when the artiſt had much other buſineſs to 
attend to, diſplayed uncommon induſtry ; and the manner in 
which many of them are executed, evince talents, that prac- 
tice, and his conſtitutional perſeverance, would have rendered 
highly reſpectable. The man who could engrave ſuch a print 
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„ That to the lovers of the fine arts it may be 
an object of ſome curioſity, as it was from the 
profits of theſe prints that the engraver of them 
was firſt enabled to hold out encouragement to 

1 young. artiſts in this line, and thereby, He flatters 
1 himſelf, has ſomewhat contributed to bring the art 
| of engraving in England to ſuch a ſtate of ſuperi. 
ority. It may likewiſe be added, that this it the 
It book that ever made a Lord Mayor of London. 
Few men have had the happineſs of ſeeing, in a 
- ſingle life-time, ſuch a rapid improvement; and 
the publiſher will be gratified, if in the future hi. 
tory of the art, his very extenſive undertakings ſhall 
be thought to have contributed to it. When the 
ſmallneſs of this work is compared with what has 
followed, be hopes it will impreſs all young artiſts 
with the truth of what he has already held out to 
them—that induſtry, patience, and perſeverance,  unitetl | 
to talents, are certain to ſurmount all difficulties.” 

To return from the alderman's precepts, to his 
publications. Finding that the taſte for prints 
encreaſed, and that ſums larger and larger were 

| annually drawn out of this country by French ar- 
v tiſts, he ſought for an Engliſh mor Bo could 
equal, if not excel them—and in Woollet he found 
one. The temple of Apollo from Claude, and two 
premium pictures by the Smiths of Chicheſter, were 
among the firſt that he engraved ; but the Niobe, 
and the Phzton, from Wilſon, which were publiſh- 
ed by ſubſcription at 5s. each, were the two great 
pillars on which Woollet's,-well-earned reputation 
was built. For'the firſt of. them, the alderman 
agreed to give the engraver fifty guineas ;* _ 
| . when 


as the Medea and-Jaſon, from Salvator Roſa, if he had not 
become the firſt in his profeſſion—niuſt have been in the very 
fir line. The pen and ink drawing of Wrexham-church, ſe- 
veral views in Derbyſhire,.&c. and a very correct and ſpirited 
copy from Hogarth's enraged muſician, are now in the poſ- 
ſciſſion of Mrs. Nicol, of Pall-mall. 

* The immenſe difference between the prices paid to artiſts 
now and then, is almoſt incredible: —the Meſſrs. Boydells, in 


their 


that were taken 
the plate, were delivered to ſuch- ſubſcribers as 
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when it was completed he paid him a hundred. 
The ſecond, the” artiſt agreed to paint for fifty 
guineas, and the alderman paid him one hundred 


and twenty, Proof-prints were not, at that time, 


conſidered as n Tang particular value; the few 
to examine the progreſs of 


wiſhed to have them, at the ſame price as the com- 
mon impreſſions. Several of theſe have been ſince 
bonght in public auctions, at ten pounds each. — 
At Mr. Hilliard's ſale, one of them fold for eleven 
1 

The number of fine —of inimitably fine prints 
which have been ſince that time engraved in this 
country, have, indiſputably, fixed the Engliſh ſchool 


above every other in Europe; and been a very im- 


portant article in the commerce of this nation, by 


altering the balance immenſely in our favour. 


The alderman has not confined himſelt to prints; 
he has alſo done more towards eſtabliſhing an Eng- 
liſh - ſchool of hiſtorical painting than any other 
man: it is hardly: neceſſary to ſay, we allude to 
the Shakſpeare gallery ; an undertaking of a mag- 
nitude that was never before attempted, and con- 
ducted in a manner that mult aſtoniſh every nation 
in Europe. With that enthuſiaſtic- ardour which 
be feels for the promotion of the arts, he has pre- 
ſented to the corporation of the city of London 
ſeveral very valuable pictures; which are placed 
in the council chamber, at Guildhall. Some of 
them are calculated to commemorate the actions of 
thoſe heroes who have done honour to the Britiſh 
name *; and others, to impreſs on the minds of 
the riſing generation the ſentiments of virtue, in- 


their advertiſement to the print of Major Pearſon, aſſert, that 
painting the picture, engraving the print, and every inciden- 
tal expence, coſt them the immenſe ſum of five thouſand 
unds, 
The hatf-length of Lord Heathfield, is, perhaps, the fincſt 
portrait that Sir Joſhua Reynolds ever painted. | 
; duſtry, 
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duſtry, and prudence, in ſeveral very well-imagin. 
ed allegorical repreſentations, painted by Mr. Ri. 
gaud, Smirke, Weſtall, &c. Such is the flight 
memorial of his conduct, as an artiſt and protector 
of the arts. On his conduct as a citizen, it is not 
neceſſary for this page to record any eulogium. In 
the different offices of alderman, ſheriff, and firſt 
magiſtrate of the city of London, he. has acted in 
a manner that will be remembered, and by many 
remembered gratefully ; for though inflexibly juſt, 
he was ever merciful; and when huſbands came 
before him, with complaints of their wives; maſ- 
ters, of their ſervants or apprentices ; fathers, of 
their- children; he invariably, and often ſucceſs- 
fully, tried to reconcile them to each other, and 
accommodate their differences. 
To the duties of his office he has ever been pe- 
culiarly attentive; and very often, when it was not 
in his rotation, ſupplied the place of a brother 
. alderman. This, conſidering the — attention 
neceſſary to his own buſineſs, is no {light trouble; 
but he has been enabled to do it from having ge- 
nerally arranged his bufineſs, ſo as to be before - 
band with the duties of the occafion. In this, his 
character is diametrically oppoſite to that of the 
late Duke of Newcaſtle ; of whom George II. once 
ſaid, that he /oft an hour every morning, and was 
running. after it all the reſt of the day. 

Of the alderman's ſimplicity of manners, inte- 
grity of mind, and private worth, much might be 
ſaid—but he kve;—and may his life and health be 

prolonged, and continue to be honourable to him- 
ſelf and uſeful to his fellow-citizens. 
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Tur fabjes of this 1 memoir is deleended kom 
reputable parents; very early in life, he, imſelf, 
was; ſem to Chis * 9 a moſt ſt excellent in- 
titution,, Which has furniſhed the univerſities with. 
admirable ſcholars, the church with many learned 
divines, the navy with able officers ; and what, in 
2 commercial nation like this, is no ſmall as. 


the e, with enterpriſing and ſugecish mer - 


chants. | 

„The he wouthfal' ſndent: difcovered' an aſtoniſhing 
attachment to books; and what, in ſuch an inſti- 
tution, is no trifling. diſtinction, actually got to the 
top of the ſchool- ſooner than ever was known be- 
fore bis time.. This rare inſtance of aſſiduity, 
was accompanied by a paſſion, which but ſeldom 

attends on induſtry— a ſtr <td i . 

Page, ſpeaking: of une 18 
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"1 a \ child; nor yet 4 fool to Gas: 
e 640 iat d in pe Fo the numbers“ came.” 


” + 


This ſeems to have been alſo the caſe of George 
Dyer, with only this difference, that while the one 
woded the muſes 1 in ee vernacular tongue only, the 

18 a foreign idiom, and 
addrefſed the mae of Jupiter and Mnemoſyne, 
in OE, is W to have been their native lan- 

This el heal rafte, particularly his ardent 
Aeg Te to che Greek and Latin authors, at 
length procured him a patron in the perſon of Dr. 
Alkew, a-phyſician of great fortune, and conſider- 
able influence ; diſtinguiſhed. for his knowledge of 
Gr Fek. lrerature, and his valuable collection of 


1 * 


% 


of, ®. may not be amiſs here to obſerve, that his n were 
the Rev. peter Wholley and Rev, James Penn, both knowb 
to the world, as —_— men. 


books 
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books and MSS. in the ſame language. Pleaſed 
with the early proficiency,. and congenial diſpoſi. 
tion of the young man, he took an intereſt in his 
ſtudies and purſuits ; and preſaging that he would 
diſtingoiſh bimſelf at ſome future period, promiſ. 
ed that, he ſhould Tee him amply” provided for. 
But, alas! ſuch is the uncettainty of human life, 
that oh onthe, man was cut off ſoon after; and 
that, at a time, when his pupil only beheld 
the 2 and had” not yet realiſed the Je 6 
expectation. 

Notwithſtanding this: ſevere loſs, he nepaired to 
Cambridge; ang, in conſequence of the connexion 
above aluded to, choſe Emanuel. college, where 
Bis friend had deen educated. 

It may not be improper here to "obſerve; chat A 
conſiderable time previous to this epoch, Mr. Dyer 
acquired ſomewhat of a gloomy caſt of mind, and 
connected himſelf with many of the Teaaries; lu 
conſequence of this, the claſſics were no longer 
ſuch favourites as before; ' modern' religioniſts were 
recurred to, in preference to ore foetrs and even 
the ruling paſſion was 5 8.5 pen ded': "for the muſes. 
and metho- iim do not aflott well together 

During the greater part of his Kay at Emanuel 
college, ——.— led a retired lifes frequenting only 
the company of ſome 1 men who happened ta 
think like himſelf. His religigus propenſities do 
not ſeem, however, to have a altogether relaxed his 
ardour for ſtudy, (AS, his a plication was {till con- 
{picuous : though Bis 1 md reyglted 5 at the tram- 
mels of . collegiate diſcipline. This is not all to 
be wondered. at, when his . 4 e are re- 
collected ; for 1 men. of feryid. imaginations are un- 
willing to ſubject themſelves to the rigors of the 
Alexandrian {chool; and although Ptolemy, king 
of Egypt, dildained not to become the pupil o 
Euclid, yet but few poets or religioniſts have 
laced a turn for mathematics. Indeed, ſuch an 
averſion is not difficult to be. accounted. for ; this 


ſublime ſcience is founded on demonſtration, and it is 
not. 


Fd 
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not on ſuch a baſis, that either the fancy of the 
one: or the ſuperſtition of the other, can poſſibly be 
erected. | * 
Mr. D's ſtudies were accordingly confined to 
Metaphyſics, Theology, and the Claſſics. Some 
time before he had taken his degree, his mind began 
to range abroad, and to ſpeculate freely, relative 
to ſyſtematic chriſtianity, and abſtra& enquiries con- 
cerning firſt traths. If this propenſity be not un- 
fortunate; it is, at leaſt, unprofitable ; more eſpecially 
to a young man like the preſent, all of whoſe hopes 
in life originated either from his college or the 
church. The conſequence was, that after a fit of 
melancholy, the ſtern diQates of principle got the 
better of all intereſted -views, and the theologian 
(for ſuch he had now become) determined to over- 
ſtep the threſhold of the church. 2 
All golden dreams of preferment being thus 
blaſted in the very outſet, by the breath of conſcien- 
tious ſcruples, Mr. D. naturally turned his mind 
towards a ſituation, for which he ſeems to have 
been admirably adapted, both by the excellence of 
his education, and the placidueſs of his manners. 
Inſtructed himſelf, he, accordingly; determined to 
inſtru& others, and for ſome time aſſiſted the Rev. 
Dr. Grimwood, who then kept a very reſpectable 
academy at Dedham, in Eſſex, from which he has 
lately retired... | FIR, | 
But he at length determined to return to Cam- 
bridge, where he made an open avowal of his dif- 
ſent from the eſtabliſhed church. While at the uni- 
verſity, he had become acquainted with a very ex- 
traordinary man, the Rev. Robert Robinſon, the 
apoſtle of the Baptiſts, with whom he had for ſome 
time reſided; at this period, he preached occaſi-. 
onally in his meeting-houſe, which almoſt faced 
Emanuel college ; he alſo appeared frequently in 
the pulpits of others of the diſſenting clergy, both 
at Cambridge, Oxford, &. 
After ſignaliſing himſelf in this manner for ſome 
time, without any 9 adherence to creeds 
| 3. or 
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or ſyſtems, Mr. D. at length determined to put a 
period to his miſſion. 

Having repaired to Cambridge, he was encou- 
raged to undertake a work on the ſubſcription to 


the XXXIX articles of the church of England. 


Many of the diſſenters countenanced the plan; and 
there were not wanting ſeveral even within the walls 
of the univerſity who encouraged it, ſuch as the 
Rev. Mr. Tyrwhitt, who actually introduced a grace 
for the removal of what he conceived te be an into- 
lerable burden, Mr. Hammond, fellow of Queen's, 
and Mr. Frend, fellow of Feſus*'. 

Having now acquired 2 certain degree of repu- 
tation from his © Inquiry into the Nature of Sub- 
ſcriptions,”” &c, he determined to try his fortune 
in London. His firſt occupation in the capital re- 
quired preat memory, and fome talents ; theſe he 
poſſeſſed, but it was attended with a degree of 
drudgery that proved intolerable. He accordingly 
ſoon diſcovered, that the office of reporter of the 
debares in the Houſe of Commons was unſuitable 
to his diſpoſition; be therefore quickly relinquiſhed 
it, and publiſhed a ſecond edition of his book on 
ſubſcription, greatly enlarged and improved. It 
is a miſcellaneous compoſition, and abounds with 
politics, theology, metaphyſics, criticiſms the 


ſcriptural text, an examination of the ers, 
&c. About the ſame time he printed a volume 
of poems. | 


Mr. D. now formed an extenſive acquaintance 
among men of letters, and engaged in the buſineſs 
of profeſſional criticiſm, being at that time emploge?+ 
ed in writing for the Reviews; he alſo aſſiſted get 
tlemen in acquiring, or regaining their knowledge 
of the claflics. 

It ſhould be obſerved here, that on his arrival in 
the metropolis he threw off his black coat, and aſ- 
ſumed, in all reſpe&s, a fecular appearance, except in 


Teſpe to his hair, which ſtill favoured of the eccle- 
fiaſtical tonſure : he, however, has lived long 
enough in the world to ſee even this become faſhion- 


able ; 


ww 
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able 3 for, after having been confined for ſome een- 

turies to: the clergy, it has been recently adopted by 
the beau monde. TEL ; BEE ' 
On bis coming to town, he found party diſputes 
and opinions running very high; but although he 
himſelf had been an orator in the pulpit, and was 
accuſtomed at times to ſpeak extempore, yet he never 
delivered his ſentiments in any ſociety of the re- 
formers ;z- for he ſeems to have conſidered himſelf 
in his political noviciate, and to have preſerved the re- 
ſerve, ſo rigorouſly enjoined to the diſciples of the 
Samian ſage, But although filent himſelf, he may 
have been ſaid to have, literally, opened the mouths of 
others ;. as he wrote ſeveral ſongs for political clubs, 
calculated to promote feſtivity, and relax the brow 
of care from the fatigues and diſappointments of life. 
Soon aſter the much-dreaded © Rights of Man,“ 
which-had nearly effedted a revolution in the politi- 
cal world, made its appearance, Mr. Dyer publiſh- 
ed the firſt edition of The Complaints of the Poor 

People of England,” with the motto of “ fiat juſti- 
tia.” This muſt be confefled;-even at that time, to 
have been abold pamphlet ;-now it would be intole- 
rable, and might ſubject publiſher, author, and, per- 
haps, printer, to the unfriendly greetings of bis 
Majeſty's Attorney-general! 

His next work was a treatiſe on the Theory and 
Practice of Benevolence, intended as an appendix 
to the former; it contains ſome facts relative to the 
ſtate · priſoners. Ae | 

After this followed his Memoirs of the Life and 
Writings of Robert Robinſon, late Miniſter of the 
Diſſenting Congregation, . in St. Andrew's Pariſh, - 
Cambridge.” 1 55g] | 

The next performance, of any ſize, by Mr. Dyer, 
appears to be © The Poet's: Fate, produced in 
1797, in which he traces in ſome very good lines; 
the ſufferings and diſtreſſes of the votaries of the 
muſes not only in modern, but alſo 

—— In ancient times, long ere poor Butler figh'd, 
„or dinnerleſs the poliſt'd Lovelace died. 
This is to be followed by Poetic ns. 
| e 
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He has publiſhed, beſides thoſe already enume- 
rated, a' Satirical Prologue to the celebrated Latin 
comedy of Ignoramus, in which he does not ſpare 
even lawn ſleeves, when a proper occafion offers; 
and he has lately undertaken to print his poetical 
works, for which there is the root of a hand- 
fome ſubſcription. 

On the whole, George Dyer mu be allowed to 
be a ſingular hear.” In order to furniſh his 
mind with facts, and gratify his eye with a pleaſing 

romantic ſcenery, he undertook, and actually ac- 
compliſhed,. x tour, principally, if not wholly, on 
Foot, through the moſt intereſting parts of England, 
Scotland, and Wales, No man in this country is 
more converſant with what may be termed the cradle 
and the grave of genius the free-ſchools and the 
priſons of the iſland, moſt of Which he has viſited 
in perſon. The preſent Rate of his mind, in reſpect 
to religion, we are wholly unaequainted with; of 
all the ancient ſects, however, he ſeems moſt to re- 
ſemble the Peripatetics, who placed the 
bonum, not in the pleaſures of paſſive ſenſation, 
but in the due exerciſe of the moral and intellectual 
faculties.”  Like-them too, he has been aceuſtomed 
to imbibe or retail inſtruction while he walked ; and 
as this country has not, like Athens of old, a ' Peri- 
paton, he frequently indulges in the N or the 
public road. 

There is another peculiarity obſerrable-3 in chis 

ntleman : this conſiſts in the rejection of all titles 
gent his works ; for which, he ſays, he has hiſtory, 

_ philoſophy, and even Chriſtianity on his fide. He 
alſo obſerves. very ſhrewdly in one of his publica- 
tions, © that thoſe artificial diſtinctions which origi- 
« nated in tyranny, and are perpetuated by cuſtom, 
« lie at the bottom of ny —_— evils. that exiſt 
i C20 1% ER 


| 
| 
| 
| 


o 


mR. D'isRAET. 325 | 


, Den tan: y 16:33 
MR. D'ISRAELI. 


THIS gentleman is the only ſon of a reſpectable 
Italian merchant, who has long reſided in this 
country, and who is well known and eſteemed upon 
*Change. 10 5 | 
_ The early part. of. his yeuth was paſſed at the 
country refidence of his father at Enfield, where he 
was ent to a neighbouring ſchool. Here he learnt 
nothing but a little imperte& Latin; enough, how- 
ever, to perceive that there were beauties in Virgil 
and Horace, which his pedagogue could not aſſiſt 
him in diſcermng and appreciating. After a reſid- 
ence of. ſeveral years, the affectionate care of his 
parents aſſiſted him with a variety of maſters; but 
as he revolted againſt the difcipline- of elementary 
knowledge, it was reſolved that he ſhould be ſent 
to a private ſeminary in the city of Amſterdam. A 


year had ſcarcely paſſed under his new tutor, when 
he became the maſter of his maſter. If he had 


made no progreſs in claflical literature, he had now, 
however acquired a conſiderable knowledge of all 


the modern languages; he declaimed paſſages from 


the plays of the Spaniſh Calderon, the Luſiad of the 
Portugueſe Camoens, the Jeruſalem of Taſſo, and 
particularly from the Henriade of Voltaire. He 
formed a paſſionate attachment to the higher claſs of 
French writers; he felt with all the energy of taſte, 
the rich imagination and ſeductive periods of Rouſ- 
ſeau, the pointed and brilliant diction of Voltaire, 
and the conciſeneſs and delicacy of Monteſquieu. .. 

On returning to his native country, he again re- 
tired to the country-houſe of bis father. He now 


indulged more extenſively in an uninterrupted pe- 


ruſal of authors of "taſte. He ſaw, with pleaſure; 
that he was neither adapted by nature nor deſigned 
by his friends for a commercial life. Having made 
z tour through France and Italy, he returned with 
a valuable collection of books, particularly in the 
French language. He now had a confirmed _ 
SU 4 oF 
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for the literature of that refined and volatile peo-- 

ple; and, as he has obſerved;* among them he not- 
_ only found works of taſte, not elſewhere to be met 
| | with, but a- vaſt reſource for the Materia Literaria, 
| , which: exiſts in no other nation. 

The earlieſt. performance avowedly by. Mr. D' If. 
raelis is . A Poetical Epiſtle on the Abuſe of Satire, 
which was written, we underſtand, to gratify a cer- 
tain man of letters, who was his neighbour, and 
who ſmarted under the ſcourge of Peter Pindar; 
As a firſt production, it exhibits his poetical ta- 
lents to conſiderable advantage. This effufion af- 
terwards procured him the friendſhip of Dr. Wol- 

cot, who has not only encouraged Hs poetical ef. 
forts, by . unequiyoeal marks of his approbation, 
but conferred on him ſtill more uſeful ſervices, by 
many proofs of his friendſhip:- 

In 1790, Mr. D'Iſraeli nice: a more formal ap- 
pearance in public, by addreſfing a poem, entitled 
« A Defence of Poetry,“ to- the preſent laureat. 
The whole edition, excepting the few copies ſold, 
was burnt by the author; undeſervedly, it ſeems, 
for the Monthly Review of eee 1791, 1 it 
the following charaQer j— - _. 


« Mr. D'Iſraeli is among the few medern 1 who have 
We + « attained their favour (the muſes) ; they appear, from the 
® teſtimony before us, to have diftinguiſhed bim from the 
6 crowd, and to have allowed him a plenteous draught from 
« their fountain of inſpiration. He a not without a know- 
* ledge of the requiſites of genuine poetry: his verſification- 
« is elegant, flowing, and harmonious ; nor can we read this 
% ſpecimen of his abilities, without perceiving that he has de- 
- & voted his ay and his nights to our immortal Pope.” 


In 1791, from theſe elevations of poetry, our” 
author deſcended” into the humble, but, with him,. 
the agreeable and entertaining path of compilation. 
Tbe rl volume of his n Literature“ 
was publiſhed anonymoudly ; but the faſcination of 
public favour induced him-to prefix his name to the 
ſecond. Theſe compilations ſoon became popular, 
ang have been a fource of. numerous — 
e 
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The volumes form a rich repoſitory of literary anec- 
dote, and contain many original and well-written 
criticiſms. The rapid ſale of three large editions is 
the beſt proof of the public opinion. , 

As an original writer, he ſoon afterwards pro- 
duced his « Diſſertation on Anecdotes,” of- which 
work the Critical Review for January, 1794, ob- 
ſerves, that 


This is am eccentric, an ingenious, and philoſopflical per- 


« formance. The author, in a very maſte-ly way, vindicates- 
*« the detailer of anecdotes from the charge of being a literary 
« trifler, and his remarks are extremely ſenſible and entertain- 
ing; they are given in a lively ſtrain of reaſoning, and form 
« a very judicious and curious ſpeculation.” 


This was followed by his © Effay on the Literary 
Character. The merits of this ingenious and ori- 
ginal performance are too N y known to re- 
quire any eulogium in this place. 

In 1796, he produced a volume of Miſcellanies ; 
it is not ſo original as his two former productions, 
but the diction, as uſual, is highly poliſhed, and the 
anecdotes are uncommon and curious. 

His laſt performance was a philoſophical novel, 
in two volumes, under the title of Vaurien.” The 
chief object of this work was to ſatirize certain lite- 
rary eccentricities and monftrefities. which have lately 
been obtruded upon the public. Some of the game 
was doubtleſs fair: a few characters were, how- 
ever, too much overſtrained and caricatured to im- 
preſs every reader with the juſtice of the attack. To 
exaggerate is the common failing of all ſatyriſts and 
caricaturiſts, and Mr. D' Iſraeli may not, perhaps, 
have exceeded the uſual licence. | | 

He is at this time engaged upon a work, which, 


from a publiſhed ſpecimen“, promiſes conſiderably 


to exalt his reputation as a fine writer. It is to con- 


fiſt of ſeveral romances, embelliſhed with original 


poetry. 


* 


Vide Monthly Magazine, page 368, May, 1798. 
Mr. 
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Mr. D'Iſraeli is unmarried, and at this time 
about thirty years of age. His habits and con- 
nexions are as ſtrictly literary as thoſe of any reſi. 
dent of the metropolis. Few perſons read and 
write more; ſcarcely any compoſe with equal ra- 
pidity; and, if cloſe. application do not injure his 
health, the execution of ſome of his literary deſigns 
promiſe conſiderable future gratification to the 
public. | 0 D 


/ 


THE REV. DAVID WILLIAMS: 


_ THE life of this gentleman is not barren of in- 
cident, for unlike that of 'moſt men of letters, his 
has been active and enterprizing ; and very few of 
his movements have been accompanied with a cor- - 
reſpondent effect. | F 

Mr. Williams was born in Wales. His father's 
circumſtances having become ſomewhat embar- 
raſſed, in conſequence of ſome unſucceſsful ſpecu- 
lations in mines, he ſonght for refuge from the re- 
flections incident to the ſtate into Which he had in- 
volved himſelf, and numerous family, by flying to 
the comforts of . « | 
He at this time refided in Glamorganſhire, where 
his ſon David was born; who, with his other chik 
dren,. were ſent to a neighbouring ſchool for edu - 
cation. Old Mr. Williams, by affociating-with the 
methodiſts, had *imbibed their principles and en- 
thuſiaſm.; and reſolved to train up his ſon to the 
church, probably intending him for a teacher 
among his ſect, and, no doubt, expecting him to 
become one of its ſaints! : . 

David diſcovered lively and promiſing abilities; 
but ſuch as by no means qualified him for the ſta- 
tion allotted him, to which, indeed, he had an in- 
ſuperable repugnance. Yet a parent's dying in- 
211 | junctions 
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junctions controlled his reſolution, and he went 
reluctantly through the preparatory forms of edu- 
cation, neceſſary to BM an for che diflenting mi· 
mſtry. 
His firſd- appetirance; in the character of E 
preaches; was at Froome, in Somerſetſhire ; where, 
although he could not conceal the diſlike he enter- 
tained to the primneſs and preciſeneſs of the diſ- 
ſenters; yet he ſoon made himſelf beloved and ad- 
mired by his congregation. His reputatien for 
abilities, ſpread ſo rapidly, that at the age of twen- 
ty- wo, he was invited to Exeter, as the ſucceffor 
of twWo celebrated paſtors; and he underwent the 
requiſite formalities of ordination, in order to qua- 
lify him for the minifiry i in-the Arian. ORIEL 
there. 

8doon after dis, he embarked in a * which 
originated at Liverpool, to introduce a Socinian- 
tturgy among the diſſenters. © A ſociety,” for this 
purpoſe, had been founded at the Odagon chapel 
there, by the perſons who had conceived tlie de- 
fign; and Mr. Williams ſoon perſuaded his con- 
gregation to adopt it; this affords no common in- 

ance of their attachment to him! In that city, he 
might have lived an eaſy and agreeable life; but 
he at length became diſguſted-at ſome hypocritical. 
 fehemes, diſeovered by him, and aQually a 
mined to quit the Weſt of England. 

On his arrival in London, received ſome dic. 
ringuilhed civilitiesfrom the diſſenters, and did duty 
at one of their congregations at Highgate, until he 
had prepared a plan of education which he meant 
to earry into practie. 

While at Highgate, he reached a courſe of 
* Sermons on Religious Hypocriſy,” which he 
publiſhed in two volumes, 8yo. In 1770, be wrote 
a poignant Letter to Mr. Garrick, on his con- 
duct and talents as manager and performer;“ this. 
was followed by a work called “ the Philoſopher,” 


conſiſting of three polemical converfations ; with 
| dedications 
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dedications to Lord Mansfield, and the Vabeg of 
Glouceſter. 1 
When a relyefeble body of clergy; chiefly, dif. 
ſenters, met at the Feathers tavern, to petition for 
relief in the ſubſcription to the thirty nine articles, 
Mr. Williams was applied to, and at their ſolicita- 
tion, drew up ſome Eſſays on public Worſhip, 
Patriotiſm, and Projects of Reformation ;”, which 
were printed and publiſhed, but are ſaid to' contain 
ſentiments approximatiug more towards deiſm than 
his employers wiſhed. An. appendix was added: 
afterwards, which is peculiarly ctevere on the con- 
duct of the diſſenters, with whom he afterwards. 
broke off all connexion,, 
About the year 1773, he brought forward his 
plan of education, founded on the outline given by 
Comenius, when he was invited here, to reform 
the Engliſh ſchools; and whoſe deſign was fruſ- 
trated by the civil wars. Mr. Williams diſtinguiſh- 
ed himſelf, on this oocaſion, in ſueh a manner, 
that although he was. a ſtranger in the neighbour- 
hood, and his · religious tenets · lay under ſome im- 
putation among the orthodox, yet he met with 
great encouragement. The  honorarium. of. his pu- 
pils was high; but, notwithſtanding this, their 
number was conſiderable. He was now in a fair 
way of making his fortune, and of introducing a 
more rational and eaſy mode of education; when, 
at this critical period, he loſt his wife, a loſs, which, 
notwithſtanding all his philoſophical fortitude, he 
was unable to ſupport: be accordingly; fled both 
from his habitation and inſtitution, to take ſhelter 
in the remote part of Derbyſhire, where, for ſome 
time, he indulged his melancholy... :- 

While at Chelſea, he publiſhed a Treatiſe on 
Education, in a duodecimo volume; which con- 
tains ſome uncommonly acute and judicious re · 
marks on that ſubject, and diſcloſes his ſentiments 
with reſpect to revealed religion. 

During his reſidence there, the celebrated Dr. 
Franklin, with whom he was intimate, took refuge 
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in his honſe, from the ſtorm he apprehended would 
follow Mr. Wedderburne's unwarranted attack on 
him at the council-board; an event which is ſaid 
to have had more effect towards the criſis which ſoon 
followed, than ean be eaſily imagined. And here, 
we are aſſured it was that the ohiloſopher of Pen- 
fylvania, concerted with his friend the plan of a 
deiſtical and philoſophical lecture. This ſcheme 
was, at length, carried into practice; for on his 
return to London, Mr. Williams opened a chapel 


in Margaret-ſftreet, Cavendiſh-ſquare, in which he 


was ſupported by. ſeveral perſons of confequence 
and fortune, &c. &c. The eomplexion' of his dif- 
courſes, was, however, neither reliſhed by church- 


men nor diſſenters; accordingly, although many 


went to hear him, few enrolled their names as. 
members. \ 


While officiating in this capacity, he publiſhed 


the Inauguration on, two volumes of Lectures 


on the Univerſal Principles of Religion and Mo- 


rality, and a Liturgy for the Chapel. Notwith- 
ſtanding a variety of obſtacles, he continued his. 
labours, during a period of nearly four years; but 
as the ſubſcribers did not increaſe, he removed to a 
private room, where he delivered his opinions be- 
fore thoſe who ſupported the inſtitution. His ſo- 
ciety was, indeed, fmall ; but it was as reſpectable 
as any in England. 

Mr. Williams's other publications confiſt of a 
pamphlet on © The Nature and Extent of Intellec- 
tual Liberty; © A Plan of Aſſociation, on Con- 
ſtitutional Principles,” a tra& written at the time 
of the riots in London;“ Letters on Political Li- 
berty ;?” occaſioned by the county meetings and 
æſſociations, in 1982 ; Lectures on Political Prin- 
ciples,” and Lectures on Education ;** and, a 
« Hiſtory of Monmouthſhire,” in one volume, 
4to. 8 4 
Several anonymous works have been attributed 
to Mr. Williams, ſuch as Royal Recollections;“ 


but it is ſo infinitely beneath his abilities, that no 
| one 
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one of his friends can allow it to be his. The 
Leſſons to a Young Prince,” and An Apo- 
logy for profeſſing the Religion of Nature in the 
eighteenth Century,” may poſſibly have come from 
bis pen, and they are not unworthy of it. Some 
of the above works, which muſt be allowed to 
poſſeſs a large ſhare of intrinfic merit, ſhew that 
Mr. W. had early turned his thoughts to political 
enquiries; and this important branch know- 
lege is ſaid to have been firſt ſuggeſted to his mind, 
in conſequence of his aſſiſtance having been called 
for, in ſome parliamentary tranſactionss. 
His opinions and. political opinions at length 
connected him intimately. with the popular party 
in this country, and his. celebrity recommended 
him to the notice of the Girondi/ts in France, who - 
invited him over to aſſiſt them in the formation of 
the conſtitution, He was intimately -acquainted 
with Briſſot“ while in England; and this journey, 
which introduced him to the friendſhip of all the 
great politieal leaders of. the day, was not unac- 
companied with ſome perſonal danger: for, as he 
recommended mercy to. the king, the. Jacobins 
branded him with the title of. royaliſt, and he was 
actually denounced as ſuch in their club. Mr. 
Williams ſaw ſo clearly the deſigns of this faction, 
and was ſo certain of the. reſult, that he foretold 
to their opponents, when he parted with them, 
that, if they did not deſtroy the Jacobins, the Ja- 
cobins would ſoon deſtroy them ft! 


* 


Soon 


1 3 
Briſſot firſt became acquainted with Mr. Williams in con- 
ſequence of the writings of the latter. On his return to his 
native country, amidſt the turmoils of one of the moſt won- 
derful revolitions that ever agitated. mankind, he conſulted 
Mr. W. as his oracle, and was forewarned by bim of his 
danger. Had he followed his advice, the preſent ſituation of 

France, and, indeed, of Europe, might have been more auſ- 
Picious ! 2-7 VE 7 — 

+ The celebrated Madame Roland ſpeaks highly of the 
political talents of Mr. Williams, in many parts of her very 
animated work. . 
| y «- Paine,” 


\ 


'Soon after his return, a very extraordinary in- 
Nance of the offence he had given to a certain 


quarter occurred. He had been engaged by Mr. 
Bowyer, of Pall Mall, to write the Hiſtory of 


England, from the Revolution to the preſent time; 


this was deſigned as a continuation of Hume, and 


was to be ornamented with ſuperb plates. The 


firſt artiſts in the kingdom were employed on the 
occaſion, and Mr. Williams's name was announced 
in the proſpectus, evidently written by himſelf, 
But this engagement with the public was broken, 
after the intended author had made every neceſſary 
.arrangement incident to ſo grand an undertaking. 
In ſhort, he was informed by Mr. Bowyer, that 
his ſervices mil be diſpenſed with, in conſequence 
of certain intimations of the diſpleaſure of a great 
-perſonage! Mr. Bowyer, however, found that a 
compromiſe was neceſſary to protect him from a 
ſuit in chancery. 

We have now detailed ſome of the events, by 
which the life of this extraordinary man has been 
marked. What his employment may be at preſent, 
is not generally known, but he ſtill continues to 
diſtinguiſh himſelf by his laudable exertions in ſup- 
port of a-moſt uſeful :inſtitution, 4 The Literary 


% Paine,” ſays ſhe, “ is better calculated to produce a re- 
-« yolution, than to aſſiſt in the formation of a conſtitution. 
« He ſeizes, he eſtabliſhes, thoſe grand principles, the expoſi- 
tion of which ſtrikes every one at firſt ſight, raviſhes a club, 
and produces enthuſiaſm at a tavern; but for the cool dif- 
©« cuffion of a committee, for the connected labours of the 
« legiſlator, I conſider 

DAVID WILLIAMS 
« as infinitely more proper. 

« Williams, although, like him, created a French citizen, 
« was not / nominated to the convention, where he would have 
« proved infinitely more uſeful. But the government invited 
00 bim to Paris, where he paſſed ſome months, and converſed 
« often with the principal deputies. | 

A ſage thinker, a real friend to mankind, he appeared to 
© me to combine their modes of happineſs, as well as Paine 
« deſcribed thoſe evils that conſtituted their muſery.” 

1 % Fund,“ 


* 
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Fund,“ of which he is ſaid to be the founder; and 
is ſuppoſed to be occupied during the ſeflion, by 
iamentary ſtudents. '- — | | 
Againſt ſo bold, fo manly, and ſo able an advo- 
cate in behalf of civil and religious liberty, much 
malignity has occaſionally been diſplayed ; to de- 
precate ſach malignity, or defend him from the - 
attacks of the enemies of ſuch principles, would 
be ſuperfluous, becauſe it would be unneceſſary. 
We leave the friend of Franklin, and Roland, to 
defend himſelf, whenever an aſſailant ſhall appear 
worthy of ſuch a conteſt. | | 


—— — 


GILBERT WAKEFIELD, B. A. 


THIS gentleman boaſts a name well known in 
the annals of claflical literature; and it is alſo inti- 
mately connected with the queſtions that have 
lately agitated the minds of the TaixnxinG part of 
the community, on the ſubje& of religion; nor has 
it been without celebrity in the field of political 
controverſy. Reſpecting ſuch a perſon, the opi- 
nions of his fellow citizens will be as various, per- 
haps, as their principles. Our judgment, too often, 
Cameleon-like, borrows its deciſions from the hue of 

ty; and, unfortunately, we are never leſs can- 
did, than when political and religious enmities 
warp around, and pervert the mind from its natu- 
ral bias towards juſtice. 

An outline of Mr. Wakefield's life has already 
been laid before the public by himſelf , and from 
it we learn, „that he was introduced into this 
planet on February 22d, 1756, in the parſonage- 
houſe of St. Nicholas, in Nottingham, of which 


* Memoirs of the Life of Gilbert Wakefield, B. A.” 


1 vol, 8vo. 179%. ' 
4 churck 
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church his father was then rector. It appears that 
bis paternal grandmother claimed her deſcent both 
from the Ruſſell family, the illuſtrious head of 
which, in the reign of the ſecond Charles, bled for 
the ca uſe of freedom; and that great lawyer, Sir 
Edward Coke, the latter part of whoſe life was 
devoted to che Hberties of his country. With ſuch 
progenitors, added to 4 ſpirit of libeFal enquiry, it 
is but little wonder that he ſhould dare to think for 
himſelf, and become a ſtickler for the popular 
cauſe = 
On his origin, however, Mr. W. does not ſeem 
to plume himſelf: ; 


« Malo pater tibi fit Therſites, dummoddo tu ſis 
« Hacidæ ſimilis, Vulcaniaque arma capeſſas; 
« Therſitæ ſimilem quam te producat Achilles. 
« Give me Therſites' ſon, who bravely wields 
% Vulcanian armour in embattled fields, 
Before Therſites of Achilles“ line; 
* Degenerate offspring of a ſire divine!“ 


From his earlieſt infancy, the ſubject of theſe 
Memoirs .appears to have evinced a diſpolition of 
mind uncammonly grave and ſerious. . In addition 
to this, he. diſplayed an ardent thirſt for knowlege, 
ſeldom equalled, perhaps never ſurpaſſed in any 
human boſom ; and what is truly wonderful, it has 
always continued unimpaired to this hour. At the 
age of three years and three months, when he 
went to the ſchool of an ancient female, ſtill in ex- 
iſtence, he could ſpell the longeſt words, repeat his 
catechiſm without heſitation, and read the goſpels 
with fluency ;—for this early proficiency, he was 
indebted to the attention of a kind mother, Dur- 
ing the Og Whitſuntide holidays, and at 


Chriſtmas in the ſame year; be diſplayed a memory 


equally precocious. 

When he had attained his ſeventh year, he was 
initiated in the Latin language, at the free-ſchool 
of Nottingham, under the Reverend Dr. Samuel 

1 Beardmore, 
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Beardmore, afterwards: maſter. of the Charter. 
houſe ; but to this reſpectable ſcholar and gentle. 


man, whom he characteriſes -< as an acrimonious | 


divine,” he diſavows any obligations whatever, 
and, after a er of: ny pany he all recollects 
his threats. 
At che age of nine he was renioved to Wilford, 
near Nottingham, then under the direction of a 
preceptor of different character, a man of unparal- 
leled ſimplicity of manners; he erred, however, 
in being “ righteous overmuch,” for he ſubjected 
the pupils to a rigorous confinement, of no leſs 
than thirteen hours daily: with the intermiſſion of 
only one hundred and twenty minutes, for break- 
faſt and dinner. This practice is unfavourable to 
health, and militates againſt the ſalutary maxim of 
the Roman poet : 


« Ft puer es; nec te quicquam, nifi luder, opontets 
« Lude; decent annos mollia regna tuos.” 


On the elder Mr. Wakefield's promotion to OY 
vicarage of Kingſton, he was removed from re- 
ſtraints too irkſome, even for a boy of his applica- 
tion, and placed under his father's curate. e, 
again, he was unfortunate, for his new preceptor 
proved to be one of thoſe * | pedagogical Jehus,” 
ſatiriſed by a great Engliſh* divine ; and, indeed, 
it is not a little remarkable, when the importance 
of the ſubje& is conſidered, how few are qualified 
for the taſk of inſtruction, and how careleſs parents 
in general are, reſpecting the choice of thoſe who 
are to form the infant minds of their offspring. 
At the age of thirteen, Mr. Wakefield, at len 
found in the perſon of the Rev. Richard W de. 
ſon, father of the preſent Vinerian profeſſor, a pre- 
- ceptor better ſuited to his taſte, at leaſt ſo far as 
diſcipline was concerned. His academy ſeemed a 


* See the diſcourſe on © Education,” (in his printed ſer- 
mous, 6 vol. 8vo.) by Dr. Robert South, public orator of the 
univerſity of Oxford, prebendary of Weſtminſter, &c. &c. 
an able man, and a great time- ſerver, but who could not get 


a bimoprick! 
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kind of bot. bed for ſeedling authors; Meſſrs. Stee- 
vens, Keate, Gibbon, Hayley, and Baron Maſeres, 
being all nurtured there ; yet he himſelf, hardly 
ever publiſhed any thing, and his ſtore of latinity 
does not appear to have been great; but he poſ- 
| ſeſſed a benignant temper, and although. armed 
with a ferula to the full as awful as the ſceptre of a 
deſpot, his was a gentle reign. EN 
After taſting the ſtreams of Greek and Roman 
literature at-their fountain head, his parents began 
to think of ſending him to the univerſity, on which 
a ſtudentey in Chriſt-church, Oxford, was offered 
him; this he Yuctily eſcaped, in conſequence of his 
father's predileQion for his own college; and it ill 
ſeems to afford a ſubject of exultation to the ſon, 
even in his riper years; as ©, orthodox theology, 
high church politics, and paſſive obedience to the 
powers that be, ſit enthroned,” according to him, 
in a ſeminary, once © nutrix heroum,“ the vene- 
rable nurſe of Somers, Hales, Selden, Chilling- 
worth, and Locke. | | 
At length he obtained a ſcholarſhip in Jeſus 
College, Cambridge; and it ſo happened, that he 
exactly ſuited the intention of the founder, who 
preferred © the ſon of a living clergyman, born at 
Nottingham,” both of which conditions, as may 
have been obſerved, happened to be united in him. 
As ſoon as he was ſettled at the univerſity. Mr. 
W. reſumed his olaſſical ſludies, which had ſuffered 
z long ſuſpenſion, in conſequence of a putrid ſore. 
throat and fever, followed by a vacation of ſeveral 
months. The college lectures in algebra and logic, 
were, however, particularly odious to him. So. 
enamoured was he 'of claſhc ground, that it was 
long before he could prevail upon himſelf to ap- 
en the leſs inviting regions of ſciencs and phi- 
loſophy. At laſt, however, he overcame his pre- 
judices, and actually opened Euclid, The old 
Carpenter,” as he was jocularly termed by a young 
man,  wlio, like himſelt, had become a mathemati- 
cian by compulſion, ; 
| Q During 


os 


i 
15 
1 
1 
i 
* 
4 
0 


2 oF MR, WAKEFIELD. | 


--During a five years continuance at Cambridge, 
he roſe by five o'clock in the morning, during both 
winter and ſummer; but notwithſtanding this, 
which implies a ſevere attention to ſtudy, de was 
Fond of ſociety at his meals. . 
In the third year of his reſidence, he became a 
candidate for Dr. Browne's three medals, and 


* accordingly produced a couple of odes in Greek 


and Latin, and alſo a pair of epigrams ; the firſt 
and laſt exerciſes, according to his own opinion, 
were unworthy of the reward, but he thought he 
was hardly uſed reſpe&ing the Horatian ode; and 
had not the ſon of Dt. Cooke, then provoſt of 
King's, been a claimant at the ſame time, it is 
highly probable, that he would have facceeded. 
is academical ſtudies had hithertd refuſed lei- 


ſure for theological enquiries ; a branch of learn- 


ing, which his native ſeriouſneſs of diſpoſition, and 
his ſpirit of enquiry rendered peculiarly appoſite. 
At laſt, during the long vacation of 1775, he be- 
an to cultivate Hebrew, without the aid of which, 
fe deemed an acquaintance with the text of the 
new teſtament impoſſible. n 
On January 16th, 1776, he took his de of 
B. A. with ſeventy- four other candidates fd aca- 
demical honours; and, on this occaſion, he was 
nominated to the ſecond poſt. Soon after this, 
(April 16th,) he was elected fellow; and, in the 
courſe of the ſame year, he printed at the univer- 
ſity-preſs, a ſmall collection of latin poems, with a 
few notes on Horace, by way of appendix. 
In 17%, he obtained the ſecond of the four 
yearly prizes, preſented by the members for the 
univerſity. In 1778, he finiſhed an exerciſe, at 


inns, &c. during a journey, which he had begun at 


college; this he truſted to the fidelity of a croſs- 
country waggoner, and firſt learned his ſucceſs 
through the medium of. a London newſpaper ! 
He thus appears to have been ſecond e ev 


ſecond medalliſt, and the ſecond in the bachelor's 


prize for both years. 
- . On 
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* 4- 
he 
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On the'224 of March, 1778, he was ordained a 
deacon by Dr. Hinchcliffe, biſhop of Peterborough, 
in the chapel of Trinity college, at the age of 
twenty-two years.and one month. It would ap- | 
pear, that previouſly to this period, the ſtudent = 

bad enquired into the nature and tendency of ſub- | 
ſcription, having fince regarded his acquieſcence, 
in this point, as the moſt diſtngenuous action of his 
whole life; and ſtigmatiſed ſome of the articles, as 
t“ unſufferably ſtupid, beyond the ſottiſhneſs of-ev 

_ «4 Hottentot divinity.” . 17 

On April 14th, Mr. W. left the univerſity for 

the curacy of Stockport, in Cheſhire. 

He did not, however, remain long here, for 
we find him, ſoon after, with his brother at Rich- 

mond, decidedly averſe to the renewal of ſubſcrip- 
tion, and embarraſſed at the idea of eccleſiaſti 
functions. 5 
It is not a little remarkable, that Mr. W. ſeems, 
on this occaſion, to have beeti nearly in the ſame 
dilemma, in which a member of the very ſame uni- 
verſity, and aſſuredly the greateſt genius of his age, 
found himſelf about a century and a half before ; 
for Milton thus expreſſes himſelf, without any ſcru- 
ple on the occaſion, to a correſpondent who wiſhed 
him to take orders, to which,” ſays he, © by the 
intention of my parents, and my friends, I was 
deſtined of a child, and in mine own reſolutions, 
till coming to ſome maturity of years, and perceiv- 
ing what tyranny had invaded the church, that 
he who would take orders, muſt ſubſcribe ſlave, 
and take an oath: withall, which, unleſs he took, 
with a conſcience that could retch, he muſt either 
ſtrait perjure or ſplit his faith; I though it better 
to prefer a blameleſs ſilence before the office of 
ſpeaking, bought and begun with ſervitude and for- 
(wearing *,” -- 

Every conſcientious reſolution, 'more eſpecially 
when in evident oppoſition to ſelf-intereſt, ſavours 


„ * © Reaſon of Church Government, B. II. p. 41. edit. 1641, 
in 4to.” See alſo the Hollis edition 6f Milton's proſe works, 
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of magnanimity ; and ſuch was aQually the-caſc in 


both inſtances. Shut out from church preferment 
by principle, Mr. W. bethought himſelf of a leſs 
lucrative ſituation, and accordingly applied for 
Breewood-ſchool, in Staffordſhire, which he moſt 
probably would have obtained, had it not been, that, 
even in this. inſtitution, ſubſcription was actually 
neceſſary, as if education were indiſſolubly connect. 
ed with the eſtabliſhed faith ! - Wn 
Soon after this diſappointment, he accepted a 
curacy at Liverpool ; and having here probed the 
creed of his forefathers to the quick, his reſolution 
of detaching himfelf altogether from the church, 
became daily ſtrengthened ; notwithſtanding this, 
he continued to preach a little longer, and his diſ- 
courſes ſeem to have had ſuch an effect, even in 
that place, that one merchant (wonderful to tell!) 
was actually perſuaded, at the interceſſion of his 


wife, to ſell his ſhare in a privateer. Would to 


God, that he could have prevailed on the people 
of this ſecond Nineveh to. have relinquiſhed their 
traffic in human blood! | \ 
On March 23d, 1779, he.vacated his fellowſhip 
by. marriage. | + 876 229% ip 
About the ſame time, he exchanged the curacy 
of St. Peter's for that of St. Pauls, where he had 
more; leiſure for his. ſtudies ;. from a humble at- 
tempt to eftabhſh a day-ſchool, he was diverted by 
an offer of the tutorſhip of the claſſical department 
at Warrington academy, in Lancaſhire, whither he 


removed in Auguſt, 1779. In this ſeminary, -where 


he ſeems to have lived in great cordiality with his 
collegues, he commenced his theological. career, 
as an 'author, by a new tranſlation. of « the - firſt 
Epiſtle of :Paul to the 'Theflalonians,” which ap- 
peared in 1781. A few months after, he publiſhed 
his “ Eſſay on Inſpiration,” on which ſubject, he 
ſeems to agree with Dr. Geddes, the tranſlator of 


the. Bible; then his treatiſe on ©. Baptiſm,” begun 
and completed in nine days. Next year, his New 
Tranſlation of St. Matthew,“ with notes, &c. made 

+ 6.3 : its 


/ : PF 


5 | ma. WAKEFIELD. * 344 
its appearance; and this was finiſhed within the 


compaſs of a few weeks. ; = 
In addition to theſe labours, . he cultivated his 
acquaintance with the original Hebrew text of 
the Old Teſtament, learned the Syriac- and the- 
Chaldee, acquired the Samaritan character, read 
the Pentateuch - therein, and the Syro-Chaldaie 
verſion of it; to theſe were added the Zthiopic, 
Arabic, and Perſic; ' laſtly, he obtained a facility 
in the Coptic verſion of the New Teſtament, and 
made ſome improvements- in the lexicon and: 
grammar of that languages When to-all this are- 
added the daily avocations of a- teacher, he muſt. 
be allowed to have achieved more than Herculean 
labours! - 8 2 
On the diſſolution of the Warrington academy, | 
a removal took place in the autumn of 1783, to 
Bramcote, within four miles of Nottingham, where 
Mr. W. endeavoured, but in vain, to procyre a few 
reſpectable pupils. In this rural retreat, he publiſh- 
ed the firſt volume of An Enquiry into the Opi- 
nions of the Chriſtian Writers of the three firſt Cen- 
turies, concerning the Perſon of Jeſus Chriſt ; but 
notwithſtanding the commendation of many excel- 
lent judges, he was not encouraged by the fale, to 
proceed with the continuation. . 233 
In May, 1784, we find him a ſccond time fixed 
at Richmond, advertiſing for pupils, and renewing 
his applications to his triends. At Michaelmas, 
we again hear of him in his native town of Not- 
tingham, and there he had three or four pupils 
under his care for ſeveral years, on very handſome 4 
terms ; and about this time, he was elected an ho- 
norary member of the.Philoſophical Society of Man- 
cheſter, in conſequence of his Eſſay on the Origin 
of Alphabetical Characters.“ | | 
In 1786, he was ſeized with a pain in his left 
ſhonlder, and remained ill for two years, during 
which period he ſeems to have ſoothed his mind 
by “ Remarks” on Mr. Gray's poems, and a new 
edition of the Georgies of Virgil, accompanied with. 
: * criticiims.- 


* 
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eriticiſms. In the beginning of 1788, he attacked 
Dr. Horſley, whom he deſignates as not the 
leaſt conceited and audacious controverſialiſt of 
ancient or modern days; and in the autumn of the 
fame year, he let off a fly cracker againſt the 
church, under the title of Four rks of 
Antichriſt, or a Supplement to the Warburtonian 
Lecture.“ | EIS | 
The year 1789 uſhered in his © Remarks on the 
Internal Evidence of the Chriſtian Religion; and 
alſo the firſt part of Silva Critica;” the latter, 
which is from the Cambridge preſs, was publiſhed 
= with a view to unite:theological with claſſical learn- 
ing, and to illuſtrate the ſcriptures by light borrow- ( 
ed from the philology of Greece and Rome. 992 
On the eſtabliſhment of the new college at 
-  , Hackney, Mr. W. was deemed a proper perſon to 
f fill the office of claſſical inſtructor; and he was at | 
length appointed to this ſtation, in July, 1790. | 
| | . His connexion, however, with the inſtitution, was . 
diſſolved at the end of eleven months, having retir- | 
ed in June, 1791: the ſeminary did not long farvive 
the loſs. N 
Towards the latter end of the ſame year, ap- 
peared his New Tranſlation of the Teſtament, 
with Notes,” in three volumes, 8vo. ; in a few weeks 
after, he publiſhed his pamphlet on © Religious 
Worſhip; and in March, 1792, he favoured the 
world with © Memoirs of his own Life.” 
After a pretty conſiderable interval, in 1794, 
appeared “ The Spirit of Chriſtianity compared 
- with the Spirit of the Times in Great Britain ;” 
this 1s a politico-religious pamphlet, in which the 
author, with a manly freedom, enquires how far 
the public meaſures of the government, in the ori- 
gin and continuance of the preſent war, are conge- 
nial to the precepts and the ſpirit of the goſpel.— 
Much about the ſame time, appeared the firſt vo- 
lume of a new edition of The Works of Alex- 
ander Pope, Eſq. with Remarks and Illuſtrations.“ 
On this occaſion, notwithſtanding his taſte for the 


poets 


* 
5 
* 
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poets of antiquity, he allows that Pope ſometimes 
tranſcends even the original, particularly in the fol- 
lowing four lines in his tranſlation of Homer, de- 

nd the buckler of Achilles: 


« Thus the broad ſhield complete che artilt crowyn'd 
4 With his laſt hand, and pour'd the ocean round: 
s In living ſilver ſeem'd the waves to roll, 

« And beat the buckler's verge, and bound the whcle.” 


This i is truly poetry to the life,” added he: 
Thoughts that breathe, and words that burn.” x 


The ſame year alſo beheld “ An Examination 
of the Age of Reafon,” in which, altheugh Mr. 
W. boldly: and ably defended chriſtianity, yet by 
conceding ſuch parts of the ſyſtem as were unſup- 
portable by ſound reaſon, and more eſpecially by 
conſidering national churches not only © as hay and 
ſtraw, which might be removed without any diffi- 
eulty,- or: confuſion, from the fabric of religion,? 
but as an “ incruſtation which bas enveloped, by 
5 concretion, the diamond of chriſtianity, 

ave offence rather than ſatisfaction to the eſta- 
bliſſed clergy, who did not chooſe that even their 
faith ſhould be defended at the expence of their 
tythes. This was ſoon followed by Remarks on 
the general Orders of the Duke of Vork,“ in which, 
although the author ſtill contends againſt the joſ: 
tice of the war, he is yet candid enough to allow 
the condu of his Royal Highneſs, on this,occaſion, 
to have been great and magnanimous. 

In 1795, appeared a ſmall volume of“ Poetical | 
tranſlations from the Ancients,” and alſo A Re- 
ply to Thomas Paine's ſecond Part of the Age of 
Reaſon,” in which the beſt friends of Mr. W. 
while they allowed his talents, lamented that he 
did not defend chriſtianity with more. of its genuine 
ſpirit. The author himſelf difſented from the dif 
fenters—and why could he not allow another man 
to diſſent from him ?- 


- 


a 


Perſorering 


PS 
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Perſevering with unabated ardor in his career, 
in 1796, came forth his © Reply to the Letter of 
Edmund Burke, Eſq. to a noble Lord; in which 
he once more exhibited himſelf as a dauntleſs cham. 
pion in the field of liberty, againſt a man whoſe 
rapturous eloquence had formerly excited his warm- 
eſt panegyrics. He alſo publiſhed an 8 VO. volume 
of Obſervations on Pope,” in the courſe of the 
ſame year. | ö 
« A Letter to Jacob Bryant, Eſq. concerning 
his Diſſertation on the War of Troy,” at length 
appeared ; however heterodox the author might be 
in matters of faith, he was a zealous oppugner of 
all hereſies from the received elaſſico-orthodoxical 
opinion. Another letter, on a very different ſub- 
ject, addreſſed to Mr. Wilberforce, reſpecting his 
„Practical View of the previiling religious Syſtem 
of profeſſed Chriſtianity, &c.“ was publiſhed in 
1797. In this, he exhibits the flagrant falling off 
in point of “ vital chriſtianity !”” between the reli- 
gioniſt and the politician, the favourer of war, and 
the oppoſer of the flave trade. In a former pub- 
lication “, he had moſt forcibly characteriſed the 
fame gentleman, © as a politico-theological ſatyr, 
with one breath cooling the burning anguith of the 
_ -African, and with another in the ſame inſtant blaſt- 
ing the ſpring from the year, by giving his vote to 
an abandoned miniſter, for the extirpation of half 
the youth of Europe by the ſword !”” | 
Early in 1798, appeared A Reply to ſome 
> parts of the Biſhop of Landaff's Addreſs to the 
People of Great Britain.“ This pamphlet, which 
exhibits much perſonal reſpect to Dr. Watfon, has 0 
become a Pandora's box, and produced an infinite ] 
variety of evils; it has been even thought to com- 
mit the ſafety of the ſtate. TWO convictions have 
already taken place, on the part of two bookſel- 
lers, neither of whom were the original publiſhers ; 
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aud it is not a little memorable, that it appeared- 


on the oath of an unobjectionable witneſs, that one 


of theſe (a- man of unimpeachable morals, and 
. moſt reſpectable 3 was ignorant of the 
introduction of the pamphlet in queſtion, into his- 
ſhop, which happened to be brought thither on the 
ſuggeſtion of-a-ſervant, and was actually removed 

by the maſter, on hearing that it had been deemed 
libelous ®. 

It is but juſtice, however, to obſerve, that Mr. 

Wakefield came · forward, on the proſecution of the- 
original publiſher : and manfully offered to immo- 


late himſelf to the reſentment of the law officers - 


of the crown : . 


in me convertite ferrum, 
O! Rutuli! mea fraus omnis nihil iſte AE 
Nee potuit - —— 


This boon being denied, he ſoon * addreſſed . 
« A Letter to Sir John Scott, on the ſubject of a 
late trial in Guildhall.” + On that occaſion, either 


not finding .a bookſeller, who would endanger. his 
liberty, or not wiſhing to bring any perſon but 
himſelf into jeopardy, the pamphl 
to be fold. at his, own houſe. In this publication he 
complains, in language which has greg. SE of- 
fence, that the Attorney-general had wielded . the 
ſword of the law,“ with ſtern ſeverity ; and in re- 
ply to an extra-judicial. opinion from the bench, 


he ſets the ſaying of an Athenian lawgiver, in oppo- 


ſition to the opinion of a Britiſh judge. 
Undaunted by the threats of proſecution utter- 

ed in open court, and before his own face, by Sir 

John e. Mr. Wakefield, ſince this epoch, has 


The writer of this memoir was preſent in court, and H- 
mented greatly, that Mr. Erſkine did not make his chief ſtand 


on the grand diſtinction between the agency of a ſervant, c-. 
liter and eriminuliter, as the principal is implicated only in the- 


firſt, and not in the ſecond inſtance, which includes /ibels. - 


+ Mr. Cuthell. 
He has Unce been ſerved with an information e officio. 
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been employed in a controverſy with a Dr. Glaſſe, 1 

reſpecting the priſon in Cold Bath: fields. Certainly 

the ſpirit of our laws diſclaims every idea of tor- 

ture, in reſpect to all perſons, and cloſe impriſon- 

> ment in regard to political offenders in particular, 

Indeed, 'the latter, during the reign of Charles 1. 

became the ſubje& of enquiry and complaint, and 

was at length redreſſed. In other days, the rumours 

that have gone forth, concerning this newly-mvent- 

ed mode of dureſs, would long, ere this, have be- 

come a ſubje& of parliamentary inveſtigation ; and 

It is to be hoped, that even the preſent age is not 

ſo degenerate, if a real grievance ſhould be found 

| to exiſt, as to permit our mild, humane, and excel- 

| lent code to be perverted with impunity. | 

Mr. Wakefield at preſent reſides at Hackney, 

with his amiable family, ' conſiſting of à wife, for- 

merly Miſs Watſon (niece to his quondam rector), 

four ſons and two daughters. In perſon, he is about 

the middle ſize; and there is an air of primitive 

ſimplicity in his countenance and ſomewhat of an 

- apoſtolic caſt about his face, ariſing, perhaps, in 

ſome degree, from his high and poliſhed forehead, 

and the baldneſs of his front and temples. - 

In converſation he is remarkably mild and gen- 

tle, and his manners are pleaſing. His memory 

is fo uncommonly tenacious, that it can retain 

minute facts, and even dates, after a. conſiderable 

lapſe of time. No man is more beloved and re- 
ſpected by a very extenſive circle of acquaintance. . 

His perſonal aQtivity is equal to. that of his mind 

and pen. His habits are ſtrictly domeſtic and lite- 

rary. He is a pattern of abſtemiouſneſs, and 

ſhares in its happy reſults, never partaking of ſtrong 

liquors; and from a laudable principle of huma- 

| nity, totally abſtaining from the uſe of animal 

food. Mr. W. muſt, even by his enemies if they 
know him perſonally, be pronounced to be a man 

whoſe conduct is ſolely actuated by principle, and 

an inflexible love of virtue. He may err, "= 

| ; | l 
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tis faults are not the depravity of his heart they 
can only reſult from too ardent an imagination, or 
from the miſtakes of his judgment. 2 | 


* 


MR. OPIE. 


NEITHER the parents, nor the education, nor 
che fortune of this eminent artiſt, would have con- 
ferred on him any diſtinction in ſociety, and like 
the Engliſh painters of the laſt century, he might 
have worked at ſo much by the ſuare yard, had not 
nature conferred on him a portion of genius that 
fooh — him from the vulgar herd. 
Seemingly doomed, by inevitable circumſtances, 
to work at the bottom of a ſaw- pit, or on the roof 
of a houſe, juſt as the avocations of a country 
carpenter required, he yet found means to emerge 
from that ſituation, and to move in a reſpectable 
ſphere in life. The late George Anderſon, 4. u. 
and Accountant-general to the Board of Control, 
contrived by chalking a few mathematical figures 
on the door of his er's barn, in which he 
threſhed, to engage the attention of a benevolent 
om and-to-extricate” himſelf from his mental 
— 7 6 1; | 

A ſimilar” accident - diſcovered the bent of John 
Opie's mind, and a painted board effected for him 
what a chalked gate had done for his acquaintance, 
as Dr. Wolcott; who had himſelf a taſte for draw- 
ing, and lived in the neighbourhood, happened to 
ſee, and was pleafed with the labours of the ſelf- 
taught boy, of whom he, perhaps, exclaimed : 


% Nox sIN E Diis ANIMOSUS rug!“ 


He accordingly took him under his protection, 
cultivated his talents, pointed his efforts, and 
taught him to aſpire to fame and fortune. _- 

, er 
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maſter, with an aptitude bordering on the romantic 
had transformed himſelf from a ſurgeon to a cler- 
gyman,.and he now, with almoſt unexampled good. 
neſs, metamorphoſed the apprentice of a carpenter 
into an hiſtorical painter, * | 
After ſome previous inſtruction, the pupil repair- 
ed to Exeter, where he began to-earn a livelihood 
by his pencil. He then changed his place of abode, 
from a provincial city to the capital, and ſucceſlive- 
ly removed from a little court in the neighbourhood 
of Leiceſter fields, firſt to Great Queen-ſtreet, and 
then to the politer air, and more faſhionable ſitua- 
tion, of Berners-ſtreet. He had been four or five 


_ years in the metropolis, however, before he began 


to exhibit, as it was not until 1786, that any of his 
pictures appeared at Somerſet-houſe.  - 

From that moment wealth and reputation ſeemed 
to attend his efforts; he firſt was nominated an 
academician elect, then a member of the Royal 
Academy, and what was infinitely more profitable, 
became a fafhionable painter.” For the Shakſ- 
peare gallery he executed ſeveral pictures, and is ge- 


nerally allowed to excel in hiſtorical compoſitions. 


His beggars, old men, old' women, and aſſaſſins, 
are admirable. The portrait of Mrs. Wolſtoncraft, 
painted by him, excelled in veriſimilitude; but 
his characteriſtical excellence conſiſts in ſtrength; 
and Reynolds himſelf, although he is praiſed for 
having transferred the ſoul into the countenance, 
could never give, perhaps, ſo bold and ſpirited a 
likeneſs of the male head, as Opie. 

This artiſt has been twice married. His firſt 
match was unpropitions, and did not add much to 
bis felicity ; his ſecond wife (late Miſs Alderſon, of 

Norwich) is a moſt accompliſhed, and no leſs beau- 


* Jt has been improperly ſuggeſted by the writer of the 
account, of Dr. Wolcott, while menticning the unfortunate 
coolneſs that took place, ſome cenſure was dye to Mr. 
. Opie; but we learn that no ſuch thing was meant, either to 
be inſinuated, or aſſerted; and if it had been, that it was 
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tiful woman; and we truſt that the union of paint- 
ing and literature will contribute to the mutual hap- 

pineſs of the parties. | 0 


* 


LORD ROKEBY. 
mii a Prefatory Diſertation on Beards. } 


- THE human beard, at preſent deemed an un- 
ſeemly excreſcence, was conſidered by all the na- 
tions of antiquity as one of the greateſt ornaments. 
of the perſon; and. gods, as 1 as mortals, were 
ſuppoſed to be decorated with this emblem of wiſ- 
dom and virility. That of Aaron is deſcribed as 
flowing to his girdle, and the ambaſſadors of Da- 
vid, after having received the nearly indelible af- 
front of being d, were adviſed to remain at a 
diſtance from the capital, until their beards had 
grown to the proper length. In many of the eaſt- 
ern countries this is ſtill confidered as a neceſſary, 
and even a beautiful appendage; and while the 
Turks carefully cover with their turbans, the hair 
that grows on their heads, they preſerve, comb, 
. perfume, and oftentatiouſly diſplay, that which 
ſprings from the chin. * 
e northern nations ſeem alſo to have evinced 
a great veneration for their beards, and it is not yet 
much above a century ſince theſe have fallen into 
. obloquy and diſuſe even in this country; they are, 
however, ſtill retained by the ſ %% in Ruſſia and 
Poland, and by the boors in Norway. - | 
In our ow iſland, the upper lips and chins of the 
northern barons in the train of the Conqueror, ex- 
hibited a ſmall portion of beard, and the Saxo- 
Britons, who oppoſed them, had theirs ſtill better 
ornamented. After the introduction of linen, 


Which was but little known in this country * 
| | e 
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the conqueſt, beards ſeem to have 3 by 
» degrees, as if comporting only with the frowzy co- 
vering of a flannel ſhirt: We ſtill, however, find 
veſtiges of them even in more modern periods. 
That of James I: appears to have been broad and 
buſhy. During the civil wars, Charles I. is both 
painted and deſcribed as wearing a narrow- pointed 
deard appended to the lower part of his chin, and 
muſtachios on the upper lip; the great *. 5 rnon 
Sydney appears in the plate en — by Baſire, 
from a drawing of Cipriani, prefixed to the Hollis“ 
edition of his works, to have worn muftachios* only ;- 
but moſt of the republicans of that day ſeem to 
have nurſed their beards in proportion as they polled - 
their heads. = 
Both the French and Auſtrians appear of late to 
have conſidered whiſkers as an appendage to the mi- 
litary dreſs, and from the inroads they have lately 
made in this country, on the human face, it bids 
fair to be ſoon nearly as much thaded by them as it- 
was formerly by the beards. Es 
Theſe preliminary remarks will not appear totally 
miſplaced, perhaps, to ſuch as are acquainted-with - 
the perſon of the noble lord whoſe memoirs are here- 
offered to the public, as his beard forms one of the 
moſt conſpicuous traits of his perſon; and he is the 
only peer, and, perhaps, the a © gentleman of ei- 
ther Great Britain or Ireland, who is thus diſtin- 
| guihed. 


MartTatew Ronmsow,. Baron Rokeby of the 
kingdom of Ireland, and alſo a baronet, is de- 
ſcended from a very old and reſpectable family, be- 
ing a branch of the Robinſons of Struan, in Scot- 
land, whence his anceſtors emigrated about one 
hundred and fifty years ſince, and ſettled in Kent; 
they ſoon after acquired ſom? lands in the north 
riding of Yorkſhire, which came to them by an in- 


— 


»The celebrated Sir William Tem ho flouriſhed at a 
1 pericd, is rome by Sir Peter Lay with whiſters. 
termarriage 
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termarriage with the heireſs of Robert Walters, of 
Cundall, in the latter end of the laſt century. 

Sir Septimus Robinſon, Knt. father of the pre- 
ſent peer, was gentleman-uſher to George II. He 
gave his ſon, Matthew, a moſt excellent education; 
dut it was, perhaps, never ſuſpected by the old 
courtier that he would become one of the moſt 
ſturdy patriots of his age, a Whig,” according 
to the real meaning of the word, and as ſuch, an 
aſſertor of the true principles of Engliſh liberty, 
which called in William III. and placed the preſent 
illuſtrious family on the throne. After a good 
foundation of claſſical learning, he ſent him to 
Cambridge, where he remained for ſeveral years 
and he appears to have made conſiderable progreſs 
in his ſtudies; for he procured a fellowſhip 2 
which he retains to this day. | 

In 1754, he ſucceeded, on the death of his father, 
to his eſtate -im Eaſt Kent, and appears to have lived 
at his manſion there, with all the eaſy affluence, 
hoſpitality, and ſplendor, that ' characteriſed the 
Engliſh gentry of that day, when a land-tax at 
about two ſhillings in the pound, and a trifling 
malt-tax, conſtituted their only burdens. Durin 
the winter, part of his time was ſpent in the capi- 
tal; and in the ſummer ſeaſon, he was accuſtomed 
to paſs away a month or two at Sandgate caſtle, 
where he enjoyed a charming proſpect of the coaſt 
of France; while ſea-bathing, to which he was 
much addicted, was to be had there in great per- 
fection. 17 

In conſequence of his vicinity to Canterbury, and 
a family connexion with that place“, he had many 
opportunities of cultivating an intimacy with the 
principal inhabitants. Being a man of engaging 
manners, ſhrewd ſenſe, and independent fortune, 


* This, until of late, was carefully kept up; his brother, 
Charles, who had been originally bred to the ſea, but after- 
wards became a lawyer, having been ſucceſſively Recorder, and 
ene of the members for that city. - 

they 


* 

5 „ Load, kozzar. 

they determined to nominate him their repreſenta- 

tive on the firſt vacancy. He was accordingly 

brought into parliament by them, and he faithfully 

diſcharged all the impoꝛ tant duties annexed to that 
tuation for a; long ſeries of years. 

We find Mr. Robinſon, during the whole of the 
American war, one of the moſt ſtrenuous oppugners. 
of a meaſure pregnant with gigantic miſchief, and 
which by the enormous encreaſe of our national 
debt, generated oppreſſive taxes, and became the 
parent of incalculable misfortunes to ourſelves and 
our poſterity. Not content with oppoſing Lord 
North with his voice in the ſenate, he entered the 
liſts. againſt him with his pen, and. publiſhed a- 
pamphlet pregnant with .ſound ſenſe, . manly argu- 
ment, and tiberal. ſentiment. In fine, it was then. 
looked upon as one of the moſt-able productions of- 
that day; and it ſtruck the author of this narrative, 
who borrowed it ſome years ſince. from one of his 
relatives, as a kind of political prophcey, of the cala- 
mities which actually aroſe out of a ſyſtem of taxa- 
tion without repreſentation,. and. coercion without 
- Helived-long enough to ſee all his predictions ve- 
rified. Our legions either withered away in a 
diſtant country, or, if. victorious, they only retain- 
ed in ſubjection ſach- portions of territory as were- 
covered with ſoldiery, or immediately adjoined the 
ſpot on which they encamped ;—all elle was hoflile.. 
Conqueſt. itſelf became precarious, and defeat was 
inevitably attended with the endleſs variety of evils 
incident to diſaſter in ah enemy's country. At 
length Burgoyne. was captured at Saratoga; France 
declared herſelf in favour of the inſurgent colonies ; 
Holland. and Spain became our enemies ; Corn- 
Wallis, who has ſince fought under better auſpices 
in India and Ireland, laid down his arms to Ro- 
chambeau and Waſhington ; and a bleeding and 
exhauſted empire was obliged to accede to the hu- 
miliating, but neceſſary, preliminary of American 
independence. Wt ; x4 
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The eſcape of all the authors of that diſaſtro 
conflict from puniſhment, and the ſpeedy reſtoration 
of one“ of them to power, diſguſted many good 
men of that day; and it required, indeed, but little 
foreſight to preſage the many evils with which im- 
punity was connected, Mr. Robinſon appears to 
have entertained theſe, or ſimilar ſentiments, and 
to have retired from the ſcene with a degree of vir- 
tuous indignation. highly appropriate and becom- 
mg. | 
| What contributed to this, perhaps, was his bo- 
dily infirmities. From his youth he had been ſub- 
jet to many ſevere fits of illneſs, and, in addition 
ts theſe, his hearing and his ſight were conſiderably 
affected. In this ſtate of body and mind, he deem- 
ed it highly improper for him any longer to occupy 
a ſeat in parliament, as he could not either diſcharge 
his duties with fidelity to his conſtituents, or ſatis- 
faction to himielf. Impreſſed with this ſentiment, 
he addreſſed a letter to the inhabitants of Canter- 
bury, in which he took an affectionate leave of 
them, and is ſaid to have mentioned” to one of the 
principal citizens (perhaps the late Alderman Bar- 
ham), „that they ought to chooſe a younger, and 
% more vigorous man, as a ſucceſſor ;—one who 
„ had eyes to ſee, ears to hear, and lungs to op- 

* poſe, the tricks of future miniſters !”? | 
From this peried his hiſtory becomes that of a 
private gentkman. He reſided conſtantly at 
Mountmorris, and lived equally without oſtenta- 
tion, and without meannefs. He planted, im- 
proved, and embelliſhed. His houſe was open to 
all, reſpectable ſtrangers, and he was much viſited, 
on account of the fingularity of his manners, and 
the ſhrewdneſs of his remarks. A great friend to 
agriculture, his tenants in him experienced a moſt 
excellent» landlord. As for himſelf, he ſeems to 
have baniſhed the deer from his park, as an unpro- 
fitable luxury, and to have ſupplied their place with 


* Lord North, in conſequence of the niemorable coalition ! 


black 
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black cattle and ſheep, of which: great numbers are. 
always to be ſeen there...” © rl Sd $7 

It was moſt probably about this time that Mr. 
Robinſon firſt permitted: his beard to grow; for it 
muſt have taken many years to attain the patriarchal 
length which it at preſent aſſumes. He alſo ad- 
dicted himſelf to many other ſeeming ſingularities; 
and imagining; perhaps, that ſea-bathing was good 
for the Glorder * he was chiefly afflicted with, he 
built a little hut on the beach near Hythe, about 
three miles from his own houſe, in order to enjoy 
the advantages reſulting from it. It is moſt likely, 
however, that he indulged to exceſs in this medicine, 
for he frequently remained in the water, until he 
fainted. | 

Finding the diſtance too great, e for him 
to walk , he conſtructed a bath, ſo contrived as to 
be rendered tepid by means of the rays of the ſun 
only; it is immediately adjoining to his houſe, and 
he has found prodigious benefit from frequent ab- 
lutions, or rather immerſions therein. 

W 15 ahi | Jo ns Þ 

A diſcaſe of the inteſtines. . 

+ He was generally accompanied in theſs excurſions by a 
carriage, and a favourite ſervant, who got up behind when 
he was tired. Mr. Robinſon, with his hat under his arm, 
proceeded flowly forward, on foot, towards Hythe, realifing, 
as it were, the picture of Gray, in which he paints the vene-- 


rable figure of one of the Welch pocts: 


——* Looſe his beard and hoary hair, 
« Stream'd like a meteor to a troubled air. 


H it happened to rain, he would make his attendants get into 
the poſt-chaiſe, obſerving, that they were gaudily dreſſed, 
and not inured to wet, therefore might ſpoil their clothes, 
« and get ill.“ 2 8 2 

The writer of this ſketch, happening to be in the neigh- 
bourhood, towards the latter end of the ſummer of 1796, de- 
termined to ſee Mr. Robinſon, who had then acceded to the 
title of Lord Rokeby. On his way to Mount-morris, at the 
ſummit of the hill above Hythe, which affords a moſt de- 
hghtful proſpect, he perceived a fountain of pure water over- 
running a baſon which had been erected for it by his * 
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On October 10th, 1794, he ſucceeded, by the 
death of his uncle, Richard Robinſon, Biſhop of 
Armagh, primate of. Ireland, and Baron Rokeby 
of the ſame kingdom, to his honours as an Iri 
peer. The patent of creation was granted to that 
dignitary, February 26th, 1777, and by it the re- 
mainder is to veſt in the preſent lord; but, as Mr. 
Robinfon was either angry that his nephew, Mat- 
thew Robinſon, who ſat in the laſt parliament for 
Borough-bridge, in Yorkſhire, ſhould have been 


He was informed that there were many ſuch on the ſame road, 
and that Lord R. was accuſtomed to beſtow a few half-crown 
ieces, plenty of which were always kept by him looſe in a 
de-pocket, on any water=drinkers, he might happen to eſpy, 

partaking of his ſavourite beverage, which he was ſure to re- 
conmiend with peculiar forge and perſuafion: a 

On my approach to the houſe, I ſtopped during ſome time, 
in order to examine i It is a good plain gentleman's ſeat ; 
the grounds were abundantly ſtocked with black cattle, and 
I could perceive a horſe or two on the ſteps of the principal 
entrance. * ors 2 5 

After the proper iries, I was carried by a ſervant to a 
little grove, a e dich t of the avenue, which being entered 
at a ſmall ſwing-gate, a building with a glaſs covering, dip- 
ping obliquely towards the ſouth-weſt, preſented itſelf, which 
at firſt ſight appeared ta be a green-houſe. The man who 
accompanied me opened à little wicket, and, on looking in, 
[ perceived a hath, immediately under the glaſs, with a cur- 
reat of water, ſupplied from a pond behind. On approaching 
a door, two handfome ſpaniels, with long ears, and apparent- 
ly of King Charles's breed, approached, and like faithful 
guardians denied us acceſs, until ſoothed into ſecurity by the 
well-known accents of the domeſtic. We then proceedea, and 
gently paſſing along a wooden floor, ſaw his lordſhip ſtretched 
on his face at the further end. He had juſt come out of the 
water, and was dreſſed in an old blue woollen coat, and pan- 
taloons of the ſame colour. The upper part of his head was 
bald, but the hair on his chin, which could not be concealed, 
even by the poſture he had aſſumed, made its appearance be- 
taveen his arms on each fide. x 

immediately retired, and waited at a little diſtance until 
he awoke ; when ariſing, he opened the door, darted through 
the thicket, accompanied by his dogs, and made directly for 
the honſe, while ſome workmen employed in cutting timber, 
and whoſe tongues only I had heard before, now made the 
woods reſound again with their axes, 


ſa 
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ſo poorly left, alder. the ſplendid hopes held. out to 
him, or really entertained objections to titles of. all 
kinds; certain it is, that he deelined the honorary 
appellation, and is ſaid to have declared, that he 
could not on any account have accepted an Engliſh 
peerage, meaning thereby, porkapy, that be conſir | 
dered the former as merely ti 
Lord Rokeby is nearly eighty years of age ; the 
upper part of his body, by aſſuming a curvature, 
makes him appear ſhorter:than he would otherwiſe 
be. There are certain oddities diſcoverable in his 
dreſs, which is always- plain, and even mean; his 
forchead is bald, but in return for this, the än. 
part of his face i is well furniſhed with hair, which, 
however, gives ſomewhat of a ſqualid appearance 
td his whole perſon *. His food principally conſiſts. 
of beef-tea, which is always ready for-him on a 
ſide· board; and he is very abſtemious in reſpect to 
drink, water being elteemed by him as ſuperior to 
all other liquids whatever. He abhors .fires, and 
delights. much in the enjoyment of the air, without 
any other canopy than the heavens ;-even in winter 
his windows are generally open. He was much 
attached to thę fair ſex in his youth, and even now 
is a great admirer of female beauty. 

In reſpe& to politics, his condan. through lite, 
and to this very hour, has been eminently conſiſ- 
tent; it is to principles, not men, that he looks up; 
and he ſeems to conſider a Stewart, or a Guelph, 
entitled*to our praiſe or our hatred, not on ac- 
count of-their names (for theſe have no magic with 
A but the difference of their reſpective en 

overnment. 
| ws the laſt. general clefion, he croſſed the coun- 
| | wy to Lenham, and at the Cheguers inn, at which 
| he halted, was ſurrounded by the country people 
from all the adjoining parts, who took him for a 
Turk! Thence he proceeded to the poll-booth, and 


* There is a pretty good likeneſs to be met with of Lord 
Rokeby in the ſtationers' ſhops at Canterbury. It conſiſts -of- 
> a 1 coloured print. | 
| gave 
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gave his vote for his old friend Filmer Honeywood. 

Many ridiculous ſtories are fabricated reſpecting 
his lordſhip, and among others, that he vill not 
permit any of his tenants to ſow barley, becauſe 
barley may be converted into malt, and malt would 
pay a tax towards carrying on the war, which he 
conceives to be an unjuſt one, &c. &, ; 


The family of Lord Rokeby-has long poſſeſſed a 


literary turn, and he himſelf. may be juſtly confi- 


dered as a man of letters. It was a relative of his 
who wrote the celebrated treatiſe on gavel-· lind. His 
eldeſt ſiſter, Mrs. Montagu, has triumphantly de- 
fended the memory and genius of Shakſpeare, 
againſt the criticiſms, perhaps, of the“ greateſt 
man of the day. His other ſiſter, Mrs. Scott, who 
died in 1795, wrote ſeveral novels, ſome of which 
have attained conſiderable reputation ; his nephew, 
and ſucceſſor, Morris Robinſon, has a taſte for 
poetry; and Matthew Montague, the brother of 
the latter, and heir to the celebrated lady of the 
ſame name, is author of a pamphlet on Mr. Pitt's 
adminiſtration. 2. * 7 

As for his lordſhip himſelf, he publiſhed the va- 
luable, and now very ſcarce tract, alluded to before, 
and at an age when moſt old men think only of 
themſelves, he has not been inattentive to what he 
conſiders the deareſt intereſts of his country; hav- 
ing, in 1797, publiſhed an excellent pamphlet, en- 
tied; 6% An Addreſs to the County of Kent, on 
their Petition to the King for removing from the 
Councils of his Majeſty his preſent Miniſters, and 
for adopting proper means to procure a ſpeedy and 
a happy Peace; together with a Poſtſcript con- 
cerning the Treaty between the Emperor of Ger- 
many and France, and concerning our Domeſtie 

Situation in time to come.“ | | 
In ſhort, his Jordſhip, even independent of bis beard, 
which alone attracts the gaze of the multitude, 
may be conſidered as a very ſingular man. 


* Voltaire. 
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He lives a conſiderable portion of his life in wa- 

5 ter, tempered by the rays of the ſun. 

He travels on foot at a time ro life when men of 

his rank and fortune always indulge in a carriage 

He is abſtemious, both in _ to eating Sin 

it | drinking, amidſt a luxurious age, wallowing b in the 
19 exceſſes of both. 

= \ He has attained to t longevity, without hav- 

ing recourſe to the aid of pharmacy, -and, indeed, 

with an utter contempt of the venders and practi- 

tioners of phyſic“, whoſe preſence he is reported 

to have interdicted. 

He has written a ſenſible pamphlet, at an age 

when every other man (Cornaro, perhaps, only ex- 

cepted) has relinquiſhed his pen. | 

By temperance, exerciſe, and perhaps, alſo, in 
conſequence of frequent bathing, his body is ſo 
braced, as to enable him to ſit in winter without a 
fire. He has alſo combated, during a long life, a 
very infirm conſtitution, and a — generally 
confidered as fatal. 

And laſtly, what is, perhaps, more fingular than 
all the reſt, he has been y conſiſtent; for 
he has never once, in the whole et of his life, 
been found to ſwerve from his principles; in fine, 
he will carry to his grave the character of being 
virtuous and independent in a country becoming fa- 
mous for its ſervility, venality, and corruption. 

May the day that is to put an end to his exiſtence 
be far off, and may his mind be cheered, at the Jaft 
awful moment, with the recollection of his benevo- 
lence and his patriotiſm ! -Þ 


I have heard that when @ paroxy/m was expected to come 
on, his lordſhip has told his ne „ that if he ſtaid he was 
welcome ; but that if he called in medical aſſiſlance, out of a 
falſe humanity, and it ſhould accidentally happen, that he 
2 R.) was not Zilled by the doctor, he hoped he ſhould have 

ufficient uſe of his hande and ſenſes left, to make a new will, 
and diſinherit him ! - 
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 - Rear-Apmirat, now Lord, Nelſon, to whom 
his country is ſo. much indebted for his brilliant ſer- 
vices, is the fourth ſon of the Rev. Mr. Nelſon, late 
rector of Burnham-Thorpe, in the county of Nor- 
folk, in the parſonage-houſe *of which pariſh his 
lordſhip was born, September 29th, 1758. His 
" father's family came originally from Hilborough in 
the ſame county; where they poſſeſſed a ſmall pa- 
trimony, and the patronage of the living. His 
mother was Miſs Suckling, daughter of the Rev. 
Dr. Suckling, of Suffolk; e. of the 
late Sir Charles Turner, of Warham, of this coun- 
ty, by his lady, the ſiſter of Sir Robert Walpole. 
Captain Suckling, his maternal uncle, was his lord- 
ſhip's early and very valuable friend in life. He 
was. an officer in the ſea-ſervice ; in which he firſt 
ramanded the Raiſonable of fixty-four guns; 
then the Triumph; and laſtly died comptroller of 
the navy. This gentleman married a ſiſter of the 
preſent Lord Walpole, and was, of courſe, much 
in Norfolk. He took Joung Nelſon, at twelve 
years of age, from. North Walſham-ſchool, in the 
ſame county, and entered him as Midſhipman on 
board the Raiſonable. Here the nephew ſerved 
ſome time, with the valuable officer who now com- 
mands that ſhip off the Mauritius ; and with Cap- 
tain Charles Boyles, his friend, and - neighbour in 
the country, then alſo a midſhipman: and from 
this ſhip, they both removed with Captain Suckling 
_ the Triumph, when he obtained the command 
e | We: 
On April the 10th, 177%, Mr. Nelſon was made 
a lieutenant, and ſent out by his uncle to Sir Peter 
Parker, in Jamaica, who then commanded upon 
that ſtation. He was by Sir Peter ſhortly any. 
| YR <4 | wards 
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wards made maſter and commander. On the 11th 


of June, 1779, he was appointed poſt captain, and 
at the concluſion of the American war, returned 


home. Captain Nelſon was next ſent out in the 


Boreas frigate, to the leeward. iſland tation ; and 


had under him,. his. Royal Highnefs the Duke of 


Clarence, ho commanded the Pegaſus. Here the 


captain is ſaid to have rendered a fignal ſervice to 


his Royal Highneſs, for which he afterwards ho- 
noured him with his friendſhip. . 

It was upon this ſtation; and we believe about 
this period, that his lordſhip formed a matrimonial 
alliance with” his preſent lady, Mrs. Nefbit, of 
Nevis; widow of Dr. Neſbit, phyſician, and niece 
to the governor of the ifland : and, when the mar- 
riage ceremony was performed, the Duke of Cla- 
rence, it is ſaid, gave away the bride. And here 
it would be unjuſt not to mention. a report, which 
does credit to the captain's integrity, and nice ſenſe 
of honour; Mr. Herbert, governor of the iſland, 


was extremely rich, and had an only child; a 
daughter, who was to have inherited her father's 
fortune. By marrying without his conſent, ſhe had 
forfeited his eſteem, and was upon the point of be- 


ing diſinherited in favour of his niece ; when the 
admiral generouſly interfered ; and had the plea- 
ſure, before his marriage, of reſtoring the daugh- 
ter to her patents” affection, and the fortune to its 
natural channel. e rant 
While his lordſhip continued upon this. ſtation, 
he had under him a ſmall ſquadron. of frigates ; 


and was particularly active in ſuppreſſing ſmug- 


ling» a practice but too prevalent in thoſe ſeas. 


is vigilance was acceptable to all parties, e- 


cept the ſmugglers, and their friends ; who threat- 
.ened, and would actually have involved him in ex- 
penſi ve 1 had not the Admiralty inter- 
poſed to reſcue him from their malice. 
Upon quitting the ſtation, he returned to his na- 
tive country, and, as there was no immediate call 
for bis ſervices, retired with Mrs. Nelſon to the par- 
SENS ſonage- 
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ſonage - houſe at Burnham; which his father gave 
up to him, preferring a reſidence in the neighbour - 
hood. In this retreat, his lordſhip led a quiet, do- 
meſtic life for ſome years; like Gil Blas, at Lly- 
rias, inclined to write over the door gf his cot- 
tage: : 

N Inveni portum. Spes & Fortuna valete. 

| 4 Sat me luſiſtis: ludite nunc alios.” 

and, like him, inclined to return into the world, 
when more active ſcenes demanded his attendance. 
By his lady, the admiral has no family ; but 
there is a ſon of Lady Nelſon, by her firk marriage, 
(Mr. Neſbit, } who is a poſt-captain, and has ſerved 
undet his lordſhip during the whole period of the 
preſent wat. Belides his wife, and her ſon, Lord 
Neton has now living of his near relations, firſt, 
his father, who reſides near Ipſwich ; next, his eldeſt 
brother Maurice, a clerk inthe navy ; two brothers, 
clergymen, William, Rector of Hilborough, Suck- 
ling, Rector of Burnham-Thorpe ; and two liſters, 
both married. | bs 

Upon the breaking. out of the preſent war, his 
lordſhip was early appointed to the command of the 
Agamemnon of ſixty-four guns. Of this ſhip's 
company, a conſiderable part was raiſed in the 
counties of Norfolk and Suffolk; and got a few in 
his on neighbourhood. The general opinion of 
his conduct and abilities, as an officer, was ſuch, 
that ſeveral gentlemen were deſirous to place their 
ſons under his command; and ſome of conſiderable 
reſpectability ſolicited, and obtained this ſavour: in 
particular, the Rev. Mr. Bolton, his lordſhip's re- 
lation, and the Rev. Mr. Hoſte and Wetherhead, 
his friends, entered their ſons as midfhipmen on 
board the Agamemnon : and, it muſt be owned, 
that if they wiſhed to give them a juſt knowledge 
of their profeſſion, founded on a valuable body of 
experience, they could not have ſelected a better 
maſter. Poor Wetherhead fell nobly at Santa 
Cruz, the others till continue with his lordſhip, and 
have merited his eſteem and affection. | 
| R From 
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' From the commencement of the war, to the pre. 
ſent moment, the public are in poſſeſſion of the ge. 
neral out- lines of his lordſhip's life. During a con- 
ſiderable part of the time that he commanded the 
Agamemnon in the Mediterranean, ſcarcely a ga- 
zette appeared, but it contained an account of ſome 
ſervice performed, or of ſome enterprize under- 


taken. If a merchantman was to be cut out of 


harbour, a battery to be diſmounted, a town to be 
attacked; the commodore generally placed him- 
ſelf in the hotteſt battle, and expoſed his perſon 
to the ſame danger as the meaneſt ſeaman. Such 
voluntary contempt of danger, although it is not 
always prudent.in the commander, is certainly ge- 
nerous, and often: leads to ſucceſs. Men will do 
more, and with greater pleaſure, when they find 
that nothing is required on one hand, but what is 
Jubmitted to on the other: and great examples will 
juſtify great expectations. 

In a profeſſion like the ſea-ſervice, calculated to 
raiſe heroes, by inuring the mind to difficulty and 
enterprize, it would be unjuſt to extol one character 
at the. expence of others; yet in the triumph of 
that glorious day, when lord St. Vincent, with a 
far inferior force, beat the Spaniſh fleet off cape St. 
Vincent, and captured four of their large ſhips, no 
inconſiderable ſhare belongs to Nelſon. The San 
Joſeph, and the San Nicholas, both veſſels of ſupe- 
rior force, ſtruck to him. The ſword of the Spa- 
, niſh Admiral, which he received upon quarter- 
deck; and which the Spaniard refuſed to deliver to 
any but his lordſhip, he preſented to the corporation 
of Norwich: as he has done lately that of the 


French Admiral Blanquet, to the corporation of 


London. Upon the occaſion of the action off Cape 
St. Vincent, his lordſhip was created knight of the 
Bath ; and, about the ſame time, Rear Admiral of 

the Blue. | 
In eſtimating Lord Nelſon's ſeruices, it is not an 
individual achievement we have to admire, in 
which, perhaps, good fortune had at leaſt as _ 
are 
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ſhare as good conduct; but it is a ſeries of ſucceſſes, 
for the molt part planned with judgment, and exe- 
cuted with ſpirit. © Some men,” ſays Lord Ba- 

con, © follow fortune, others lead her.” The admi- 
ral appears to be of the lalt deſcription. The glo- 
rious battle of the Nile, for which he has recently 
been rewarded with a peerage, has engaged fo much 
attention, and has. already been ſo minutely de- 
ſcribed, that it is unneceſſary to enlarge here on the 
ſubject. It will ſtand upon record, as one proof, 
among many, of what Britiſh ſailors, commanded 
by able officers, can effect in her arduous enterprizes. 
The celebrity of Lord Nelſon's name, has added 
another laurel to the honours of a county, already 
diſtinguiſhed for the eminent characters it has pro- 
duced“. We learn from the hiſtory of Norfolk, 
that at the little village of Cockthorpe, not far from 
Burnham, three ſeamen of great celebrity were 
born; namely, Sir John Narborough, Sir Cloudeſley 
Shovel, and Sir Chriſtopher Minns. : 

When men have raiſed themſelves by their abili- 
ties to any unexpected elevation in the ranks of ſo- 
ciety, their habits in private life become objects of 
curious enquiry. Though the great man may ſhine 
in the buſtle of the world, it has well been obſerved, 
that the man can only be ſeen in private. | 

Piety, or ajuſt ſenſe of the ſuperintending provi- 
dence of God—the virtue, without which all others 
are but as “ duſt and aſhes” —has conſiderable in- 
fluence on Lord Nelſon's mind, as is known to his 
more intimate acquaintance ; and as may be col- 
lected from the proæmium of his diſpatches to Earl 
St. Vincent, after the battle of the Nile: My 
Lord. * ALrmicaty GoD has bleſſed his 
Majeſty's arms by a great victory,” &c. Parental 
piety, which the Romans eſteemed ſo highly, as 


/ 
 * While the politician regards the late battle with an eye 
that includes all Europe, the ruſtics of Burnham obſetve, that 
it was fought on © Burnham fair-day ;” and conſider this as not 
the leaſt valuable cireumſtance attached to the event. 
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well, as conjugal tenderneſs and affection for rela- 
tions, which are the foundations of our ſocial ſyſ- 
tem, are alſo conſpicuous in his character. His at- 
tention to his father was always remarkable ; the 
old gentleman had a practice, when the weather 
permitted, of walking for an hour before dinner: 
the admiral, however occupied, ſcarcely ever failed 
to accompany him in theſe walks. When, after the 
unſucceſsful attempt at Santa Cruz, his lordfhip lay 
ill, in conſequence of the amputation. of his right- 
arm“, and it was uncertain what might be the 
event, it is ſaid that his principal anxiety was for 
his relations, rather than himſelt ; and that he wrote 
to the Admiralty with his left-hand, recommending 
Mr. Neſbit to their notice, in caſe he ſhould die. 
His attachment, however, to relations' is not 
ſtronger than is his regard for ſtrangers in diſtreſs, 
He entertains a jult ſenſe of the duties of benevo- 
lenceÞ : inſtances of which might eaſily be adduced, 
did the limits of this memoir permit. And fo 
ſtrong are his feelings of private friendſhip, that, 
when returned from a diſtant climate, he has been 
known to ſhed tears upon meeting an old friend un- 
expectedly. To ſome, theſe circumſtances may ap- 
pear. trivial, and light; but to others, no lefs diſ- 
cerning, they will appear intereſting ; becaufe they 


diſplay feelings inſeparable from MAgranimity, and 


afford the bett inſight into his real character. 
When we compare Lord Nelſon's preſent with 
his former fortune, and conſider the early period of 
fucceſs and elevation in life, we may, perhaps, 
' inadvertently conclude, that he has been exuberantly 


When Lord Nelſon received the wound that ſhattered his 
right arm, he was in a boat, and held.a ſword that had been 
given him by his uncle, Captain Suckling, which he prized 
highly. Upon this occaſion, he had the good fortune to ſave 
it from falling into the water, by catching it with his left hand, 
This circumſtance is ſaid to have given him peculiar pleaſure. 
I Ihe noble Admiral, laſt winter, ſent down a large col- 
lection of blankets to his native village, to be diſtributed among 
the poor. | 

rewarded. 
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rewarded. When, however, on the other hand, 
we call to mind the loſs of an eye, and an arm, in 
the ſervice of his country; a wound received in the 
head; a polition carried, which the French, the 
beſt engineers in the world, deemed impregnable ; 
an expedition fruſtrated that alarmed all Europe ;— 
we. mult readily retra& ſuch concluſions. That he 
has riſen to his preſent eminence without the co- pe- 
ration of powerful friends, is perfectly unneceſſary 
to remark. In a ſtate of ſociety, men are formed 
for each other, and exiſt by mutual ſupport; but 
whatever favours of this kind Lord Nelſon may 
have received, he has amply deſerved by the merit 
of his conduct! How different this, from thoſe 
caſes, in which ſome men, without any perſonal 
abilities, are raiſed to the firſt ranks in ſociety, by 
the mere force of patronage; and, like the ſtone of 
Siſyphus, are always likely to recoil on the heads of 
thoſe that raiſed them! | 

In reſpect to perſon, Lord Nelfon is about the- 
middle height; thin, and ſomewhat inelegantly 
formed. He is a man of few. words, and plain 
manners; but poſſeſſes great fincerity, and a ſound 
underſtanding, He is evidently a man of genius; 
ſince no one but a maſter in the profeſſion could 
have diſcovered the only point in which the French 
line was vulnerable, and have availed himſelf of it 
ſo dexterouſly. Although the attack at Aboukir 
was ſucceſsful, it was not made withont conſiderable 
hazard, ſince the Culloden, which ſhould have led 
into ation, under the command of an able officer, 
actually ran aground. During the laſt war, Ad- 
miral Barrington, in the Well. Indies, took nearly 
a ſimilar poſition to that of Aboukir ; which was 
conſidered as impregnable: and, in ſact, when the 
French made their- attack- upon him, ſuch it 
proved. | A 

In every point of view, we are warranted in con- 
cluding, that Lord Nelſon has rendered a moſt im- 
portant ſervice to humanity by his late deciſive and 


ſplendid victory. If the hoſtile cabinets of Europe 
| ſhould - 
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ſhould prudently avail themſelves of its impreſſion 
upon the enemy, and of the proud and commanding 
ſituation in which it bas placed their forces, an ho- 
nourable and glorious peace may be the happy re- 
ſult. The proſpect of a general and laſting amneſty 
is, indeed, the only point of view in which the de- 
ſolations of war can be, in any degree, tolerable to 
a feeling mind; the dreadful price of one victory, 
well improved, tends to prevent further effuſions of 
blood. An enemy grows more reaſonable as he be- 
comes leſs powerful ; and thus partial evil is pro- 
ductive of univerſal good. A. N. S. 


LORD VISCOUNT HOOD, 


ADMIRAL OF THE BLUE. 


THE ſpirit of the chriſtian religion is manifeftly 
averſe to war,, but notwithſtanding this, certain it 
is, no claſs of the community has produced a 
greater number of naval and military officers than 
the clergy of Great Britain. 

The ſubject of this article was born in Somerſet- 
ſhire, and his father was firſt vicar of Butleigh, in 
that ccunty, and then recor of 'Thornecombe, in 
. Devonſhire. His place of reſidence and education, 
after he had grown up, being in a maritime ſitua- 
tion, gave him a taſte for a ſeafaring life; and his 
propenſity to that calling being irreſiſtible, he was 
ſtationed on the quarter deck of x man-of-war, and 
entered on the books as a midſhipman. Happening 
to ſerve under Admiral Smith, who ſat as preſident 
of the famous court-martial on the unfortunate 
Byng, he attained the rank of lieutenant, by his 
- patronage, and diſtinguiſhed himſelf, on various 
occaſions, by his perſonal intrepidity : in conſe- 
quence of one act of gallantry in particular, he — 

ceive 
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ceived a wound in the hand, but - happily effected 
his purpoſe, which was the moſt deſperate an officer 
can be employed in—that of cutting out and cap- 
turing. a veſſel belonging to the enemy, by means of 
an armed boat. | 
In-the beginning of 'the memorable conteſt, de- 


nominated from the period of its duration the ſeven. 
years war, he was promoted to the rank of poſt- 
captain, and ſoon. after obtained the Veſtal, a fri- 
gate of thirty-two guns. Having left Portſmouth, - - 
on the 13th of February, 1759, under Admiral 


Holmes, and happening to be to windward, he 
deſcried the Bellona, a French veſſel of equal 
force, commanded by Count Beauhonoir ; on this, 
Captain Hood inſtantly made ſail a-head, came to 
cloſe. quarters, and commenced and continued an 
action of nearly four hour's duration, which ended 
in the capture of his antagoniſt. 


On this occaſion, he certainly had the advantage 


over the enemy, in what is emphatically termed a 


clar ſbip, juſt out of port, while the count's had 


been diſtant many months from Europe, and was 
then on her return from Martinice, which had been 


attacked by an Engliſh ſquadron, and ſoon after 
- ſurrendered to his Majeſty's arms. This, how- 
ever, was conſidered as ſo gallant an action, that 
the famous cireumnavigator, Lord Anſon, then at 
the head af the Admiralty, preſented the young 
captain to George IL and had the command of 
the Africa of ſixty-four guns :mmediately conferred 


upon him, as a reward for his conduct. 

On the peace of Paris, Captain Hood, with a 
crowd of other brave ſea-officers, as well as the 
veſſels they had commanded, were laid ub in 
ardinary. He, however, had the good fortune to 
be moored in a very proſperous birth; for know- 
ing that intereſt in times of tranquillity was to 


the full as good as merit during hoſtilities, and 
| induced, 
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induced, no doubt, alſo by the ſtill more power. 
ful ſeductions of love and attachment, he had con- 
trived, in 17535 to form a matrimoninial alliance 
with Miſs Suſanna Lindzee, daughter of the 
Mayor of Plymouth, a gentleman who poſſeſſed 
great intereſt in the corporation. By this lady, 
he had a ſon, born in the courſe of the ſucceeding 
year, Who is now the Honourable Captain Hood, 
an officer not inferior to his father in point of bra- 
very and enterprize, and who has diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf very eminently in the courſe of the preſent 
war, by the ſeaman-like conduct he difplayed in 
eſcaping from the batteries of Toulon, the port of 
which he had entered under the idea of its being 
fill in the poſſeſſion of the Englith. 

When the unfortunate conteſt took place with 
America, the fubje&t of theſe memoirs accepted 
a command, and it is not a little memorable, 
that but one * military, and no one naval officer, 
ſeemed to think it either unconſtitutional or 
unjuſt, In November, 1768, we find him on 
the Boſton Ration, and it is much to his honour, 
that while General Gage, and ſome other officers, 
were deceiving the nation and the miniftry, about 
the quiet and peaceable diſpoſition of the inhabi- 
tants in general, and anticipating the ſpeedy pun- 
iſhment of Waſhington, Adams, Hancock, &c, 
then denominated “ rebels” but now recogniſed 
hy recent treaties among “ our good and faithful 
allies,” he boldly and manfully told the truth, and 
deſcribed the colonies as in a ſtate of ferment and 
diſſatisfaction, not caſily to be quieted. N 

In a thort time, France, governed by the uſual 
policy of ſtates, and deeming this a fair opportunity, 
by diſmcmbering the colonies, to leffen the ſtrength 
and diminiſh the reſources of Great Britain, deter- 
rained to exert herſelf in behalf of America; and 
ſoon after the capture of General Burgoyne, Louis 
XVI. entered into a commercial treaty with that 


* Lord Effingham, afterwards governor of Jamaica. 
| power, 
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power, now aſpirmg to attain the independence 
which it had meditated and proctaimed: On this, 
the king of England withdrew his ambaſſador from 
Verſailles, and dechred war. - S 

The dominions of France being ſuppoſed moſt 
vulnerable in the extremities, it was determined 
to ſend a powerful fleet to the Weſt- Indies. Sir 
Samuel Hood, now an admiral*, and a baronet, 
went thither, and ſoon diſtinguiſhed by his intrepi - 
dity and ſkill, particularly in the Baſſe” Terre, 
Road, February, 1782; when, with an inferior 
fleet, he foiled the Count de Graſſe. That officer, 
who began to be celebrated, in conſequence of his 
exploits in America, intended to make a deſcent 
on Barbadoes, the oldeſt of our ſettlements in the 
Weſt-Indies ; but being driven to leeward by the 
currents, he determined to attack St. Kitts, at 
which place he had arrived with twenty-nine two- 
deckers ; but the Engliſh ſquadron,. conſiſting of 
only twenty-two large ſhips, formed a line of bat- 
tle, and manceuvred in ſuch a manner as to entice 
the French admiral to quit the anchorage, which 
was mſtantly occupied by his more dexterous anta- 
goniſt. Next morning, Sir Samuel was attacked 
by the whole French fleet, but he gave them ſo 
warm a reception, that they were ſoon obliged to 
ſheer off f. Notwithſtanding this ſervice, and the 
prediction of the Engliſh commander reſpecting 
the deſence of the Brimſtone Hill, St. Kitts ſoon 
after ſurrendered to General Bouille, then a moſt 
enterpriſing commander, and now an emigrant in 
this country. | 


* He received bis flag in 1780. 

+ © Many of the French ſhips muſt have ſuffered very con- | 
* ſiderably, and the Ville de Paris was upon the heel all the | 1 
* next day, covering her ſhot-holes By information from { 
the ſhore, the French ſhips have ſent to St. Euſtatius up- 


* wards of 1000 wounded men.“ / þ 
| Letter from Sir S. Hood, Bart. to Mr. Stephens 
of the Admiralty. 
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In the important victory of the 12th of April, 
of the ſame year, which would have been ſtill 
more memorable in the annals of Great Britain, 
had it not been eclipſed by the brilliant achiev- 


ments of a recent period, we find Admiral Hood 


acting as ſecond in command; and it is thus that 
Sir *. Brydges Rodney, Bart. commander 
in chief, ſpeaks of his ſervices in his diſpatches, 
dated Formidable, April 14tb, 1782. 


It has pleaſed God, out of his divine providence, to grant 
« to his Majeſty's arms x moſt complete victory over the fleets 
© of his enemies, commanded by Count de Graſſe, who is 
4 himſelf captured, with: the Ville de Paris, and four other 
„ ſhips, be ſides one ſunk in the action. 

„Both flects have greatly ſuffered; but ät is with the higheſt. 
« ſatisfaſtion I can aſſure their lordſhips, that though the. 
« maſts, ſails, rigging, and hulls of the Britiſh flgets art da- 
„ maged, yet the loſs of men has: been ſo ſmall, conſidering 
„ the length of the battle, and the cloſe action they ſo long 
* ſuſtained, and in which both fleets looked upon the honour. 
© of their king and country to be moſt eſſentially concerned. 
« The great ſupply of naval ſtores lately arrived in the Weft- 
Indies, will, I flatter myſelf, ſoon repair all the damages 
* his Majeſty's fleet has ſaſtained, IN ; 

The gallant behaviour of the officers and men of the fleet I have 
* the honour to command, bas been ſuch as muſt for ever endear them 
« to all the lovers of their king and country. The noble behaviour 
* of my ſecond in command, $1R SAMUEL. HOOD, Bart. who in 
« both actions moſt conſpicuouſly exerted himſclf, demands my warms 
« eft encomiums. My third in command, Rear Admiral Drake, 
« who woith- his diviſion led the battle on ibe 12th, deſerves the 
© bigbeſt praiſe, Tc.” | 


Immediately aſter the engagement, Admiral 
Samuel Hood, to whom the French Admiral had 
ſtruck his colours, was diſpatched by Sir George 
to the Mona Paſſage, in order to intercept ſuch 


Sir Samuel on this occaſion led the van diviſion, conſiſt- 
ing of the Royal Oak, Alfred, Montague, Yarmonth, Vali- 
ant, Barfleur, Monarch, Warrior, Belliqueux, Centaur, Mag- 


_ mificent, and William. He himſelf was ſtationed on board 


the Barfleur of go guns; his own captain was Knight; the 
other captains. were Burnett, who led the whole on the ſtar- 
board tack, and Bayne, Bowen, Parry, Goodall, Reynolds, 
Wallace (Sir James), Suthetland, Inglefield, Linzee, and 
Wilſon, 

of 
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of the enemy's ſquadron as might endeavour to 
eſcape in that direction. In conſequence of this, 
he captured two line-of-battle ſhips and two fri- 


gates, on the gth of April, 1782, with. the loſs - 


of only fix killed and fourteen wounded, and on 
the commander in chief's repairing to Port-Royal 
harbour, in Jamaica, with the enemy's ſhips, and 
ſuch of his own ſquadron as were crippled, he left 
his ſecond, with all the men- of- war capable of keep · 
ing the ſea, amounting to about twenty-five ſail of 
the line,- off Cape Frangois, in St. Domingo, with 
a view to watch the enemy's motions, and prevent 
any further hoſtile movements on their part. 

The peace, that ſoon after enſued, once more 
mterrupted the profeſſional exertions of Admiral 
Hood; he was now decorated, however, with 
Iriſh honours, and launched by the miniſtry on 
the ocean of politics. Sir George Rodney having 
been created an Engliſh baron, a vacancy for 
' Weſtminſter enſued, and it was fondly hoped that 
the tide of popularity would ſet in ſo ſtrong in that 
city, which is the uſual reſidence of royalty, that 
he would be returned without difficulty; this, how- 
ever, proved fallacious, and his ſon experienced 
the mortification of being obliged to withdraw his 
father's name *. . 

At the diſſolution of parhament, in 1784, the 
condut of the coalition miniſtry had ſo thoroughly 
diſguſted the nation, that his lordſhip once more 
ſtarted, and that too under more fortunate auſ- 
pices; for we find that during the memorable ſtrug- 
gle, in which Sir Cecil Wray and Mr. Fox were 
rival candidates, the name of the gallant admiral 
ſtood at the head of the poll. 

In the preceding parliament he alſo repreſented 
the ſame conſtituents z- but they were ſo diſap- 
pointed in reſpect to his exertions, and fo thoroughly 
diſguſted with his attachment to the miniſtry, in 
oppoſition to their declared ſentiments, that at the 


* Lord John Townſend was the ſucceſsful candidate. 11 
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haſt general election he deemed it prudent to ac 
cept of a peerage, inſtead of an elective ſeat in 
parliament; and adminiſtration having thus ſecur- 
ed him an honourable retreat, they immediately 
put another of. their naval adherents into nomina- 
tion, who, after a celebrated conteſt, . proved finally 
facceſsful.. 1 

No ſooner had a conteſt with France taken place, 
than the eyes of the people and the cabinet were 
directed towards the moſt- able commanders in the 
naval .ſetvice, and fixed in particular on Lord 
Hood. That nobleman was accordingly placed at 
the head of a powerful fleet, and ſent to the Medi- 
terranean. France, at this moment, was diſtracted 
by civil broils, and a grand effort was now made 
by the Englith miniſtry, in conjunction with the 
royaliſts of the ſouth, to difmember the empire, or 
at leaſt to deſtroy one of her grand naval arſenals. 
We accordingly. find Admiral Lord Hood taking 
poſſeſſion - of Toulon, and holding it for ſeveral 
months. It was deſtined, however, that a ſud- 
den change of fortune ſhould” reftore the ſecond 
fea-port to the republic. Accordingly that place 
being inveſted,, General G' Hara, the. governor, 
who had made a /oriie, was unfortunately: wound- 
ed, and taken priſoner ;.and Lord. Hood's diſpatch 
from on board the Victory, announcing this event, 
was blamed for being Jeſs delicate than the occa- 
| fon required. Soon aſter this the troops under 
General Dugommier ſtormed and took the heights, 
and ſuch was the reſolution of the beſieging army, 
and the conduct of Ricard, Freron, Barras, and 
Robeſpierre, jun. joined to the {kill of young 
Buonaparte, then acting as an engineer, that the 
town ſoon ceaſed to be tenable. 

In conſequence of this event, it was at length 
determined to evacuate the place; and as it would 
have been cruel to have left ſuch of the natives as 
had preferred the dominion of England. to that of 
their own country, the men-of- war were crowded 


with the wretched. inhabitants; and on board the 
the 
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the Ros usr alone, although fhe is but a third Tate, 
about 2, 300 of them were brought off, 

On this occaſion, ten fail of the line in the har- 
pour, and three ſail of the line on the ſtocks, were 
deſtroyed under che directions of Sir Sidney Smith, 

then acting as a volunteer, and three ſail of the line 
and four irigates were hrought off “. 

Immediately after thele memorable exploits, Lord 
Hood quitted the outer bay of Toulon, and rendez- 
vouſed with his fleet at the Hieres, where they were 
lucky enough to ſhelter themielves daring a very 
heavy gale of wind, | 

But it-was not to the capture of this great arſe- 
nal, that the admiral confined bis exploits. Early 
in the ſame year, he had blackaded the port of 
Genoa,. which was loudly exclaimed againſt at that 
period, as an infringement of the laws of nations, 
and a groſs violation of the neutrality of that petty, 
but then independent, ſtate. Our fleet in the Medi- 
terranean alſo bridled the grand Duke of Tuſcany, 
and forced him into corpliances which, had it 
not been for his powerful tamily allances, might 
mu ended in the annibilation of his petty fove- 


ra 8 his lor dſhip had alſo made an un- 
ſucceſsful attack on the iſland of Corſica; from 
which he was obliged to deſiſt in conſequence of a 
violent gale of wind, which drove him to fea ; and 
on the 2gth of the fame month he anchored at 
Porto Ferraro. The next attempt on Corſica proy- 
ed infinitely more fortunate ; for that little ſtate, 


* Here follows a ſummary of the particulars of that ccle- 
brated event: 


Burnt - — — 1 5 


Eſcaped the flames - 8 
B-ought off by Lord Hood - 3 
Burnt at Leghorn (Le Scipio) 1 


Senn to Breſt with refractory ſeamen 4 


31 


N. B. The French aſſert that ſeveral men · of- war, ſuppoſ- 
ed to have been burnt by the Engliſh, have ſince been equip- 
ped and ſent to ſea, 


which 


— 2 — — 
I < 
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which Genoa affected to denominate a kingdom, 
and which - conferred ** a barren crown“ on the 
head of Theodore, was annexed, for a ſhort. time, 
to the domimions of Great Britain; but after ſwal- 
lowing up immenſe wealth, it was happily for .the 
nation wreſted from us by the enemy. 

After performing theſe ſervices, Lord Hood re- 
tired to his native fand ; and notwithſtanding he is 
now in the vale of years, he is equally ready, as 


before, to hoiſt his blue jack, and command the 


quadrons of his country. . 
1 majeſty at all times has been ready to reward 


bis merits. He was created a baronet when the 
king viſtted the fleet at Portſmouth, in 1783, at 
which time he was port-admiral there, in the room 
of Admiral Pye, then lately deceaſed; in Septem- 
ber, 1783, he became a baron of Ireland; and on 
May 28th, 1796, a viſcount of Great Britain. His 
lady was created a peereſs of Great Britain, March 
27th, 1795, and his brother, Alexander-Arthur, 
Admiral of the White, Vice-Admiral of Great-Bri- 
tain, a Knight of the Bath, and Baron of Great 
Britain, May 28th, 1796. G 

The heralds, in alluſion to the element on which 
he has diſtinguiſhed himſelf, have given him a 
brace of mermaids for ſupporters 3 ; and the motto 


-  yEuTIs SECUNDIS,” 


walk | * allowed to be peculiarly appropriate. 


/ 


